'■"':.-'•  '    -    '         - 


C&e  ili&rarp 

Of  tt)$ 

dntoraitp  of  Boxtb  Carolina 


Cn&otoeo  bp  TOc  ^Dialectic 

ano 

Wlantijtopit  feot it  tits 


DOCUME1 

urtment 


•ARY 


This  booh  must  not 
be  taken  from  the 
Library  building. 


2Slui'41iJfi 


LUNC-15M  N.36 
OP-13370 


Digitized  by  the  Internet  Archive 

in  2012  with  funding  from 

University  of  North  Carolina  at  Chapel  Hil 


http://archive.org/details/journalofhouseof18621863 


JOURNAL 


OF   THE 


iPRiffl 


OF   THE 


STATE  OF  MISSISSIPPI, 


DECEMBER,     SESSION     OP     1862, 


AND 


NOVEMBER,    SESSION    OE    18G3. 


C00P1 


ORSON". 

AM  PRINTERS  AND  BINDERS. 
1864. 


/' 


I.ihiary,  Univ.  of 


■■North  Carolina 

HOUSE  JOURNAL. 


"WEDNESDAY,  December  17,  1862. 

At  a  special  session  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
sissippi, began  and  held  in  pursuance  of  the  Constitution  and 
the  Governor's  Proclamation,  at  the  State  House,  in  the  city 
of  Jackson,  in  the  county  of  Hinds,  State  of  Mississippi,  on 
Wednesday,  the  17th  day  of  December,  A.  D.  1862,  and  the 
sovereignty  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  the  forty-sixth, 

Be  it  remembered,  That  on  this  day,  at  the  place  above 
mentioned,  being  the  time  and  place  designated  for  the  assem- 
blage of  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  the  mem- 
bers of  the  House  of  Representatives  convened  in  the  Repre- 
sentative Hall  at  twelve  o'clock,  M. 

The  Speaker  took  the  chair  and  called  the  House  to  order. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas, 

The  roll  was  called  and  the  following  members  answered  to 
their  names : 

Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Allen,  Barton,  Bardin,  Boddie, 
Chandler,  Clark,  Deason,  Denney,  Dyer,  Enochs, '  Fatheree, 
Fox,  Graham,  Harper,  Harris,  Hicks,  Hooker  of  Holmes, 
Hooker  of  Lawrence,  Johnson  of  Warren,  Kirk,  Lyle, 
McDonald,  McLaurin,  Miller  of  Oktibbeha,  Nelson,  Seal  of 
Harrison,  Semmes,  Shelly,  Thomas,  Smith*  of  Lowndes,  Walk- 
er, Williams  of  Wilkinson,  and  Wood. 

No  quorum  being  present, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Warren, 

The  House  adjommed  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

THREE    O'CLOCK,    P.    M. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

On  motion  of,  Mr.  Bardin,  the  roll  was  called. 

No  quorum  being  present, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison, 

The  House  adjourned  to  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


THURSDAY,  December  18,  1862. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Upon  call  of  the  roll,  a  quorum  being  present, 

The  House  proceeded  to  business. 

The  Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Hon.  William  T.  Powe,  member  elect  from  the  county  of 
Jasper,  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  death  of  Hon. 
A.  F.  Dantzler,  and  Hon.  C.  F.  Hamer,  member  elect  from 
the  county  of  Yazoo  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the 
death  of  Hon.  Q.  D.  Gibbs,  appeared,  Avere  qualified  and  took 
their  seats. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johuson,  of  Warren, 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  election  of  a  Doorkeeper  in 
place  of  A.  T.  Foster. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas,  \ 

William.  J.  Brown,  Jr.,  was  elected  Doorkeeper  by  accla- 
mation, 

Who,  thereupon,  took  the  oath  of  office  and  entered  upon 
the  discharge  of  his  duties. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Warren, 

Resolved,  That  the  Clerk  be  instructed  to  inform  the  Sen- 
ate that  the  House  of  Representatives,  having  a  quorum,  are 
now  ready  to  proceed  to  business,  having  elected  William  J. 
Brown,  Jr.,  their  Doorkeeper, 

And  have  adopted  the  following  joint  resolution,  in  which 
the  concurrence  of  the  Senate  is  desired: 

Jlesolved,  -That  a  committee  of on  ■  the  part  of  the 

Senate,  and  three  on  the  part  of  the  House,  be  appointed  to 
wait 'on  his  Excellency,  the  Governor,  and  inform  him  that 
the  two  Houses  are  now  organized  and  ready  to  receive  any 
communication  he  may  have  to  make;  and  have  appointed  as 
said  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House,  Messrs.  Johnson  of 
Yv7arren,  Kirk  and  Shields.  & 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bardin, 

The  House  adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


THREE    O  CLOCK,     P.    M. 


House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Hooker  of  Holmes,  asked  and   obtained   leave  of  ab- 
sence for  his  colleague,  Mr.  Dyer,  on  account  of  sickness. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Terrell,  of  Covington, 

The   House   adjourned    until   to-morrow  morning   at    10 
o'clock. 

• 


.FRIDAY,  December  19,  1862. 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Journal  of  yesterday  read  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Warren, 

Resolved,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  wait 
upon  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States  and  General 
Joseph  E.  Johnston,  and  tender  to  them  and  their  staffs  .seats 
in  this  House,  .and  also  request  the  President,  if  consistent 
with  his  present  duties,  to  address  the  members  of  this  House 
this  evening  at  7  o'clock,  or  at  such  other  time  as  may  suit  his 
convenience. 

The  Speaker  appointed  Messrs.  Johnson  of  Warren,  Jones, 
and  Hooker  of  Hinds,  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chandler, 

The  House  adjourned  until  3  o'clock,  P  M. 
♦ 

THREE    O'CLOCK,     P.    M. 

* 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Harper  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  bill. 

Mr.  Hicks  raised  a  point  of  order,  that  no  bill  could  be 
acted  upon  by  this  House  until  the  Senate  had  found  a  quorum 
and  organized  for  business. 

The  Speaker  decided  that  it  was  now  competent  for  this 
House  to  proceed  to  business. 

Mr.  Harper,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  reorganize  and  establish  the  military  system  of 
the  State  of  Mississippi, 

Which  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hooker,  of  Hinds, 

The  rule  was  suspended,  the  bill  read  a  second  time  and 
laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Warren,  made  the  following  report  : 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  appointed  to  wait  upon  President  Davis 
and  General  Johnston,  and  tender  to  them  and  their  staffs 
seats  in  this  Hall,  and  also  to.  request  the  President  to  address 
the  members  of  the  Legislature,  have  performed  the  duty 
assigned  them,  and  now  beg  leave  to  report  that  both  the 
President  and  General  Johnston  expressed .  themselves  as 
gratified  at  the  courtesy  extended  to  them,  of  which  they 
will  avail  themselves  upon  their  return  from  Vicksburg,  and 
also  that  the  President  will  then  name  the  time  when  he  will 
be  able  to  address  the  Legislature.  - 
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Mr.  Harper,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  authorise  the  impressment  of  slaves  and  other 
personal  property  for  military  purposes, 

Which  was  read  the  first  time. 

Mr.  Harper  moved  that  the  rule  be  suspended,  that  the  bill 
be  read  a  second  time  and  referred  to  a  select  committee  of 
five,  and  one  hundred  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Motion  lost. 

Mr.  Hooker,  of  Hinds,  moved  that  the  bill  be  laid  upon  the 
table,  and  one  hundred  copies  ordered  to  be  printed, 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hooker,  of  Hinds, 

The  House  adjourned  until  10  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


SATURDAY,  December  20,  1862. 

Housecmet  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 
through  Mr.  Porter,  their  Secretary: 

Mr.  Speaker — 

I  am  instructed  by  the  Senate  to  inform  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives that  the  Senate  is  duly  organized  and  ready  to 
proceed  to  business.  % 

Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Hooker,  of  Holmes,  presented  the  following  resigna- 
tion : 

Jackson,  December  20,  1862. 
To  the  Hon.  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives 

of  the  State  of  3fississip]?i : 

I  hereby  resign  the  office  of  Sergeant-at-Arms  of  this 
Legislature.  SAMUEL  POOL. 

Which  resignation  was  received. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Warren, 

llesolved,  The  Senate  concurring,  That  the  two  Houses 
proceed  to  the  election  of  Sergeant-at-Arms  at  half-past  10 
o'clock,  A.  M.,  this  day. 

Mr.  Chandler,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  better  to  provide  for  the  families  of  our  *oldie;  s, 

Which  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chandler, 

The  rule  was  suspended,  the  bill  read  the  second  time  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Shields, 

Hesolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  he  requested  to  fur- 
nish for  the  House,  copies  of  the  Revised  Code,  the  Journals 
of  the  Convention,  and  the  acts  of  the  Legislature  since  1857. 

Mr.  Chandler,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  authorize  Tax  Collectors  to  receive  in  payment 
of  the  military  tax  all  funds  receivable  for  other  State  taxes, 

Which  was  read  the  first  time.  • 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chandler, 

The  rule  was  suspended,  the  bill  read  the  second  time  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 
through  Mr.  Porter,  their  Secretary  :  . 

Me.  Speaker — 

•  The  Senate  has  concurred  in  the.vJ.omt  resolution  of  the 
House  in  relation  to  the  appointment  of  a  joint  committee  to 
inform  the  Governor  of  the  organization  of  the  two  Houses, 
and  of  their  being  ready  to  receive  any  communication  he 
may  have  to  make  to  them;  and  have  appointed  as  a  commit- 
tee ®n  the  part  of  the  Senate  Messrs.  Gordon  and  Davis. 

The  Senate  has  also  concurred  in  joint  resolution  of  the 
House  in  relation  to  the  election  of  Sergeant-at-Arms. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas, 

JResolved,  That  the  House  take  a  recess  of  five  minutes  for 
the  purpose  of  preparing  the  Hall  for  the  reception  of  the 
Senate,  to  the  end  that  the  two  Houses  proceed  to  the  elec- 
tion of  a  Sergeant-at-Arms. 

The  recess  having  expired,  the  House  resumed  its  session. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chandler, 

The  Clerk  was  requested  to  inform  the  Senate  that  the 
Hall  of  the  House  was  now  in  readiness  for  their  reception, 
to  the  end  that  the  two  Houses  proceed  to  the  election  of 
a  Sergeant-at-Arms. 

The  Senate  having  been  informed,  entered  the  Hall  aud 
took  the  seats  assigned  them. 

The  President  having  explained  the  object  of  the  joint  con- 
vention, 

Mr.  Hicks  nominated  J.  J.  Denson,  and,  on  his  further 
motion, 

He  was  declared  elected  Sergeant-at-Arms  by  acclamation, 

And,  having  taken  the  oath  of  office,  entered  upon  the  dis- 
charge of  his  duties. 

The  object  of  the  joint  convention  having  been  accom- 
plished, the  Senate  retired. 

Mr.  Graham,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill 

To  provide  for  the  collection  of  the  military  tax  in  the 
same  manner  as  other  State  taxes, 

Which  was  read  first  time. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Graham, 

The  rule  was  suspended,  the  bill  read  the  second  time  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Warren,  made  the  following  report : 

The  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House  appointed  to  wait 
on  the  Governor,  report  that  they  have  discharged  that  duty, 
and  that  the  Governor  replies  that  he  will  make  his  commu- 
nication to  this  body  in  writing. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Warren,  introduced  a  bill 

To  authorize  the  suspension  of  the  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus, 

Which  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Strong, 

The  rule  was  suspended,  the  bill  read  the  second  time  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Governor, 
through  his  private  Sgj~ vetary,  Mr.  Rives : 

Me.  Speaker — 

I  am  instructed  by  his  Excellency,  the  Governor,  to  deliver 
to  you,  his  message  in  writing,  with  accompanying  docu- 
ments. 

e 


GOVERNOR'S  MESSAGE. 


Executive  Office,  Jacksox,  Miss., 
December  20th,  1862. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate 

and  House  of  Representatives : 
For  the  consideration  of  matters  of  vital  interest  to  the 
safety  of  the  State,  you  have  been  called  into  extra  session. 
The  magnitude  of  the  preparations,  and  the  vast'armies  sent 
by  our  enemies  for  our  subjugation,  require  corresponding 
efforts  on  our  part  to  render  our  defense  successful.  To  effect 
this  end,  I  recommend  that  the  entire  white  male  population 
.  of  the  State  from  sixteen  to  sixty  years  of  age,  be  enrolled  in 
the  militia,  and  that  such  as  are  deemed  able  to  go  into  ac- 
tive service  be  called  at  once  to  the  defense  of  the  State. 
This  class  who  are  able  for  active  service  in  the  field  will 
probably  constitute  one-half  of  the  entire  population  subject 
to  military  duty.  The  other  half  could  be  organized  as  a  re- 
serve, to  be  armed  and  drilled  for  local  defense  against  raids 
of  small  foraging  parties  of  the  enemy.  One-fourth  of  this 
reserved  class  could  act  as  armed  patrols  in  their  respective 
counties,  and  thus  give  a  feeling  of  security  to  the  people  in 
every  county  in  the  State.  As  it  is  a  matter  of  necessity  to  the 
safety  of  the  State  and  the  successful  prosecution  of  the  war, 
to  fill  up  our  regiments  now  in  the  field,  and  to  return  to  the 
army  the  hundreds  who  are  absent  without  leave,  or  on  ex- 
pired furloughs,  or  have  recovered  from  disability  and  are 
now  able  to  return  to  duty,  I  suggest  the  importance  of  re- 
quiring the  sheriffs,  magistrates  and  constables  to  aid  the  mil- 
itary authorities  of  the  State  and  of  the  Confederate  States 
to  enroll,  and,  if  necessary,  to  arrest  conscripts,  and  send 
them  to  the  proper  camps,  and  to  arrest  and  send  to  their 
commands  all  who  owe  service  to  the  country  and  either  neg- 
lect or  refuse  to  perform  it. 

The  prompt  and  faithful  performance  of  this  duty  should 
be  enforced  by  heavy  penalties,  extending  to  even  the  dismis- 
sal from  office,  for  wilfully  failing  or  refusing  to  give  the  re- 
quired aid  in  arresting  and- sending  back  to  duty  those  who 
seek  to  avoid  it.  I  recommend  that  the  Legislature  pass  an 
act  disfranchising  every  citizen,  who  shall  be  convicted  of 
evading  or  refusing  to  perform  the  military  duties  required  of 


10 

him  by  law — either  by  leaving  the  State  or  hiding  out  from 
home  or  otherwise.  Such  are  not  fit  to  associate  on  terms  of 
equality"  with  the  loyal  and  brave  who  return  with  honorable 
scars  from  the  battle  for  independence. 

Slave  labor  has  been  employed  by  State  and  Confederate 
authorities  on  works  deemed  necessary  for  the  public  safety. 
The  liberal  and  patriotic  have  cheerfully  responded  to  the  calls 
for  slaves  for  this  purpose,  while  some  have  refused  to  con- 
tribute anything,  or  even  to  send  their  slaves  on  assurance  of 
full  and  ample  compensation.  I  ask  that  authority  be  given 
the  Executive — under  such  restriction^  as  may  be  deemed 
wise — to  call  out  for  the  State  or  Confederate  authorities  such 
number  of  slaves  as  may  be  necessary  for  such  works  in  the 
future ;  and  that  the  burthen  may  be  equally  borne  by  all,  I 
suggest  that  the  slaves  be  enrolled. 

While  asking  for  more  stringent  legislation  to  compel  the 
citizen  to  do  his  duty  to  the  State  and  country,  I  will  respect- 
fully remind  the  Legislature  that  one  class  of  our  citizens 
has  claims  upon  the  State  as  imperative  and  as  sacred  as  any 
claim  the  State  can  have  upon  the  soldier  in  this  perilous  hour. 
I  allude  to  the  families  and  dependents  of  our  soldiery  now 
or  soon  to  be  in  the  field.  Deprived  of  the  means  of  support 
by  calling  the  husband  and  father  to  the  army,  they  may  just- 
ly claim  protection  and  a  supply  of  the  necessaries  of  life  from 
the  State,  which  now  requires  the  services  of  their  natural 
protectors.  The  provision  heretofore  made  by  the  Legislature 
is  found  to  be  wholly  inadequate.  Owing  to  the  drought  of 
the  juast  season,  which  extended  over  a  large  portion  of  the 
State,  and  the  necessity  of  calling  more  men  into  the  field, 
the  number  of  destitute  families  will  be  greatly  increased,  and 
thereby  add  largely  to  the  wants  of  our  people,  who  are  even 
now  in  some  districts  suffering  for  bread.  Such  a  condition 
of  affairs  ought  not  to  be  allowed  to  exist  while  there  is 
means  within  the  State  to  prevent  it.  I, therefore  recommend 
that  the  most  liberal  provisions  be  made  by  the  Legislature  in 
behalf  of  the  families  of  our  soldiers  now  in  the  field,  and  the 
widows  and  orphans  of  such  as  have  fallen  in  defense  of  their 
country ;  and  I  further  recommend,  in  this  connection,  that 
discretionary  power  be  given  to  the  Boards  of  Police  iu  each 
county  to  extend  any  legislative  provision  that  may  be  made 
by  county  taxes — if  such  legislative  provision  should  again  be 
found  inadequate  to  supply  the  necessaries  of  life  to  the  suf- 
ferers of  their  respective  counties. 

The  most  pressing  want  of  our  people  at  the  present  time 
is  a  supply  of  salt.  During  the  last  summer  I  sent  agents  to 
Virginia,  Alabama  and  Louisiana,  in  order  to  secure,  if  possi- 
ble, a  supply  of  salt  for  the  people  of  the  State,  either  by 
purchase  or  by  mining.     Their  missions  have,  however,  from. 
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various  causes,  proven  entirely  unsuccessful,  except  the  agent 
to  Louisiana,  who  succeeded  in  purchasing  a  small  quantity  of 
salt  in  New  Iberia,  in  Louisiana.  About  40,000  pounds  of 
salt  are  now  at  Vicksburg,  which  I  propose  to  distribute  to 
the  destitute  families  of  soldiers.  Some  other  contracts  have 
been  recently  made  for  a  large  supply  of  salt,  and  if  I  should 
be  successful  in  these,  I  hope  to  be  able  to  supply  the  State. 
These  contracts  I  will  be  pleased  to  submit  to  any  committee 
that  the  Legislature  may  appoint  for  that  purpose*  If  these 
efforts  should  prove  a  failure,  I  know  of  no  other  source  of 
supply  but  by  mining  on  State  account  at  New  Iberia,  Lou- 
isiana, where  the  deposit  so  far  as  is  known,  is  unlimited.  In 
that  event  I  ask  that  authority  be  given  to  use  the  slave  labor 
of  the  State,  and  the  wagons  and  teams  necessary  for  the 
mining  find  hauling  the  salt  to  Atchafalaya,  the  nearest  point 
to  steamboat  navigation.  While  my  efforts  have  procured 
but  a  very  small  amount  of  salt  on  State  accounts,  I  have 
given  all  the  information  and  assistance  in  my  power  to  prir 
vate  enterprise,  and  it  affords  me  much  satisfaction  to  say  that 
in  consequence  of  such  information  and  assistance  many  in- 
dividuals have  succeeded  in  supplying  themselves  and  neigh- 
bors with  salt.  I  have  been  unable  to  obtain  transportation 
sufficient  to  convey  the  salt  obtained  to  the  interior  of  the 
State.  I  therefore  request  that  the  Legislature  will  take  some 
action  in  the  premises  so  as  to  secure  speedy  transportation 
for  the  salt  that  may  be  obtained  in  the  future,  and  as  the 
item  of  bread  is  of  vital  importance  to  a  large  portion  of  the 
State,  it  would  be  well  for  the  Legislature  to  include  trans- 
portation for  corn  and  wheat  in  any  provision  made  for  the 
transportation  of  salt. 

The  exorbitant  prices  asked  for  every  article  of  food  by 
those  who  are  engaged  in  buying  and  selling  for  profit,  and 
many  who  produce  them,  is  putting  the  means  of  living  be- 
i  yond  the  reach  of  many  of  our  poor  citizens — if  permitted  to 
go  unchecked  will  transfer  the  property  of  the  country  to  the 
hands  of  the  worst  and  least  patriotic  of  our  population.  I 
ask  that  a  law  be  passed  prohibiting  the  buying  and  selling  of 
grain  for  profit,  and  its  distillation  into  spirits,  and  that  some 
reasonable  price  be  fixed  beyond  which  the  extortioner  can- 
not go' without  incurring  a  heavy  penalty. 

The  military  bill  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legisla-. 
ture.made  no  provision  for  the  appointment  of  the  staff  of 
the  Major  General  of  the  State  Militia.  I  recommend  that 
authority  be  given  to  the  Mtjor  General  to  appoint  his  staff, 
as  the  duties  of  his  office  cannot  be  performed  without  such  aid. 

Treasury  notes  to  the  full  amount  authorized  by  the  Legis- 
lature at  its  last  session,  have  been  advanced  on  cotton.  This 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  people  and  for  supplying  a  sound  cir- 
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culating  medium  for  the  State  has  accomplished  all  that  its 
most  sanguine  friends  expected,  and  of  the  $2,500,000  appro- 
priated by  the  Legislature  for  military  purposes,  but  $381,534 
have. been  expended,  leaving  in  the  Treasury  a  balance  of 
$2,218,466.  No  further  appropriation  in  this  behalf  is  re- 
quired. 

For  the  information  of  the  Legislature  as  to  the  condition 
of  the  State  troops,  I  respectfully  refer  you  to  the  report  of 
Major  General  T.  C.  Tupper,  herewith  transmitted.  The 
minute  men  now  in  the  field  have  done  good  service,  and 
they  cannot  be  too  highly  commended.  Their  presence  and 
efficiency  have  done  much  to  restrain  the  inroads  of  the  in- 
vading foe.  The  State  Armory  at  Bras  don  is  doing  all  that 
could  be  expected,  with  the  limited  means  in  our  possession, 
in  the  construction  and  repairing  of  arms.  For  full  informa- 
tion upon  this  subject,  I  refer  you  to  the  report  of  the  Chief 
of  Ordnance  herewith  transmitted. 

You  will  see  by  the  report  of  the  Adjutant  General  of  the 
State  that  we  now  have  forty-six  regiments  of  infantry  in  the 
Confederate  service,  besides  the  cavalry  and  artillery,  and  the 
unattached  battalions  and  companies  of  the  several  arms, 
which  were  organized  by  and  reported  directly  to  the  Con- 
federate authorities  at  Richmond,  leaving  no  record  of  their 
existence  or  strength  in  the  office  of  the.  Adjutant  General  in 
this  State. 

Since  your  last  session,  Mississippi  has  become  the  theater 
of  war.  After  the  fall  of  New  Orleans  and  Memphis  three 
sides  of  the  State  were  exposed  to  the  Northern  plunderer. 
Until  recently  our  people  have  suffered,  compared  with  the 
four  States  adjoining,  but  little  loss  of  property,  for  the  enemy 
have  been  required  to  p;iy  in  blood  for  the  plunder  they  gath- 
ered on  our  soil.  Their  efforts  were  mainly  directed  to  clear- 
ing the  Mississippi  river  of  the  only  remaining  obstruction  to 
its  free  navigation.  Some  fortifications  hastily  constructed  at 
Vicksburg  were  at  the  beginning  of  the  contest  scarcely 
deemed  worthy  of  their  notice,  but  after  months  past  spent 
in  bombarding,  and  at  times  the  most  furious  that  has  ever 
occurred  upon  this  continent,  the  united  efforts  of  both  the 
upper  and  lower  fleets  could  not  secure  the  safe  passage  of 
one  boat.  Battered  and  bootless,  they  retired  in  acknow- 
ledged defeat.  The  spell  which  attended  the  name  of  gun- 
boats was  broken  at  Vicksburg.  While  this  brilliant  success 
to  our  arms — occurring  on  her  s^>il — adds  renown  to  the  State, 
Mississippi  can  only  claim  a  share  of  the  glory  of  the  achieve- 
ment— Louisiana,  Alabama,  Kentucky,  Tennessee  and  Missouri 
had  gallant  representatives  there  to  share  the  danger  of  the 
conflict  and  the  honors  of  the  triumph.  Nor  should  I  forget 
the  brilliant  part  played   iu  this   defense  by  the  Confederate 
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steamer  Arkansas  and  her 'heroic  officers  and  crew.  Though 
baffled  last  summer,  the  enemy  have  worked  with  all  the 
energy  which  wounded  pride  and  bitter  hate  could  give  them, 
and  are  now  returning  to  the  seige  with  larger  fleets  and 
much  larger  land  forces.  We  have  not  been  idle  spectators 
of  their  preparations,  and  the  history  of  Southern  triumph  at 
the  Hill  City,  I  hope,  is  not  yet  finished.  Thanks  to  the  en- 
ergy of  our.  mechanics  and  the  skill  of  our  engineers,  the  fore- 
most of  their  gunboat  fleet  lies  a  shattered  wreck  at  •  the' 
bottom  of  the  Yazoo  river.  The  torpedo  has  at  last  done  its 
work.  I  hail  this  success  as  a  happy  omen  of  our  triumph 
over  our  enemies  in  the  approaching  struggle — that  triumph 
must  be  sought  by  patient  endurance  and  hard  fighting.  From 
all  the  accounts  of  the  devastations  committed,  wherever  their 
troops  have  marched  over  our  soil,  it  is  manifest  that  we  have 
nothing  to  lose  by  fighting.  Mississippi  is  now  called  on  to 
put  forth  all  her  strength  to  repel  the  invasion  of  her  enemies 
^who  have  discarded  both  the  principles  and  practice  of  civil- 
ized warfare..  The  struggle  is  now  for  her  existence  as  a 
State,  Her  sons  have  won  for  her  an.  enviable  renown  by  gal- 
lantry unsurpassed  on  many  fields,  and  attracted  to  her  the 
bitterest  hatred  of  the  common  enemy  of  the  Confederacy. 
I  appeal  to  the  Legislature  for  such  legislation  as,  in  their 
wisdom,  they  may  deem  necessary  to  enable  *the  State  to 
maintain  the  proud  position  among  her  sister  States  won  for 
her  by  the  blood  of  her  heroic  sons.  Let  us  convince  the 
world  by  our  actions  that  all  the  patriotism  and  courage  did 
not  go  out~of  the  State  with  the  Regiments  that  have  hereto- 
fore gone  to  meet  the  enemy  on  more  distant  fields.  If  Mis- 
sissippi is  true  to  her  former  history,  I  have  an  abiding  con- 
fidence that  after  a  few  months  more  of  suffering  and'trials, 
the  God  who  loves  justice  and  rewards  devotion,  will  bless 
our  land  with  independence  and  peace. 

JOHN   J.    PETTUS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas, 

The  message  was  laid  upon  the  table  and  500  copies  or- 
dered to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shields, 

Resolved,  That  five  hundred  copies  of  the  Documents  ac- 
companying the  Governor's  message  beprinted  for  the  use  of 
this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Terrell, 

The  vote  adopting  the  resolution  was  reconsidered, 

And  on  his  further  motion, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  secret  session  for  the  con- 
sideration of  the  accompanying  documents  to  the  Governor's 
message. 
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After  a  short  time  spent  therein  the  doors  were  opened,  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones, 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  reports  of  the  Major  General  and  Chief 
of  Ordnance,  and  other  documents  accompanying  the  Gover- 
nor's message,  be  referred  to  the  committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Hooker,  of  Holmes,  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  this  House  will  not  act  upon  any  business 
at  its  present  session,  except  that  to  which  the  attention  of 
the  House  is  called  by  the  message  of  the  Governor  and  ac- 
companying documents,  and  the  business  now  before  the 
House,  and  such  other  matters  as  the  exigency  of  the 
times  may  demand.  • 

Mr.  Graham  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  upon  the  table, 

Upon  which  motion  the  yeas  and  nays  were  demanded  by 
Messrs.  Shields,  Gulley,  and  Hooker,  of  Holmes, 

And  the  motion  to  lay  upon  the  table  was  lost  by  the  fol- 
lowing vote: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bardin,  Brooks,  Buntin,  Deason,  Edwards 
of  Kemper,  Enochs,  Graham,  Hicks,  Hooker  of  Hinds,  Hum- 
phreys, Jackson  of  Amite,  Martin,  Magee  of  Pike,  McElroy, 
Miller  of  Oktibbeha,  Powe,  Seal  of  Harrison,  Seal  of  Han- 
cock, Shelley,  Terrell  and  Wells — 21. 

Nats — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Barnes,  Boddie,  Chandler, 
Clark,  Durr,  Fatheree,  Fox,  Gulley,  Hamer,  Harper,  Harris, 
Hooker  of  Holmes,  Hooker  of  Lawrence,  Irby,  Johnson  of 
Warren,  Jones,  Kirk,  Lewis,  Lyle,  Mcx)onald,  McLaurin, 
Moore,  Nelson,  Semmes,  Shields,  Strong,  Thomas,  Walker, 
Williams  of  Wilkinson,  and  Wood — 31. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Warren,  moved  the  previous  question. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption  of  the  reso- 
lution and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Hooker,  of  Hinds,  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  be  request- 
'  ed  to  furnish  to  this  House  a  statement  of  the  amount  col- 
lected under  an  act  to  support  the  indigent  families  of  soldiers 
in  the  army,  and  how  the  same  has  been  distributed  among 
the  various  counties  of  the  State. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones, 

The  bill  entitled  an  act  to  reorganize  and  establish  the  mil- 
itary system  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  was  called  from  the 
table. 

And  upon  his  further  motion, 

The  bill  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
and  one  hundred  copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Terrell, 

The  House  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

THEEE    O'CLOCK,     P.    M. 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

]\lr.  Wood,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled- 

An  act  to  prevent  the  distillation  of  corn  or  other  grain, 
molasses  or  sugar, 

Which  was  read  the  first  time, 

And  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wood, 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  bill  read  the  second  time, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Miller,  of  Oktibbeha, 

Hesoljed,  That  his  Excellency,  the  Governor,  through  the 
Chief  of  Ordnance,  be  requested  to  furnish  the  House  a  more 
full  and  specific  statement  of  the  number,  condition  and  de- 
scription of  arms  received  from  the  several  counties — what 
number  and  what  kind'from  each  county — what  number  from 
each  county  approved  as  good  or  fit  to  be  repaired — and  what 
number  rejected  as  useless  or  unfit  to  be  repaired. 

Mr.  Miller,  of  Oktibbeha,  asked  leave  of  absence  for  Mr. 
Boyd,  of  Tippah, 

Which  was  granted. 

Mr.  Wood  asked  leave  of  absence  for  Mr.  Denney,  in  con- 
sequence of  illness, 

Which  was  granted. 

Mr.  Shields  asked  leave  of  absence  for  Mr.  Fowles, 

Which  was  not  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones, 

Resolved,  That  the  non-attendance  of  all  members  of  this 
House,  who  are  at  distant  points  in  the  army  of  the  Confed- 
erate States,  be  and  the  same  are  hereby  excused. 

Mr.  Strong  gave  notice  that  he  would,  at  an  early  day,  in- 
troduce a  bill  providing  for  increased  defenses  on  the  Yazoo 
river. 

The  Speaker  announced  that  he  had  appointed  John  Terret 
and  Charles  M.  Evans  as  Pages  to  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harris, 

Mr.  Chandler  was  added  to  the  committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

The  Speaker  announced  that  he  had  filled  vacancies  in  sev- 
eral of  the  Standing  Committees,  as  follows,  to-wit : 

In  the  committee  on  Ways  and  Means  :  Messrs.  Thomas, 
Strong,  Chandler  and  Graham. 

In  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary :  Mr.  Hooker,  of  Holmes. 

In  the  committee  on  Claims :  Messrs.  Powe,  Walker  and 
Bardin. 
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In  the  committee  on  Propositions  and  Grivances  :  Messrs. 
Kirk,    WcLaurin,  Nelson  and  Buntin. 

In  t he  committee  on  Military  Affairs:  Messrs.  Harper, 
Hanxer,  Hooker,  of  Hinds,  and  Tindall. 

Mr.  Thomas  offered  the  following  resolutions,  which  were 
unanimously  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  this  House  has  heard  with  deep  sorrow  of 
the  deam  of  Quesney  D.  Gibbs,  late  a  member  from  the 
count}'  of  Yazoo. 

Resolved,  That  the  earnest  and  patriotic  devotion  to  his 
icoun  try's  honor  and  independence,  which  he  has  sealed  with 
his  life,  entitles  his  memory  to  a  grateful  appreciation  by  the 
State 

Resolved, .That  the  proceedings  Of  this  House  in  relation 
to  the  death  of  Capt.  Q.  D.  Gibbs,  Jbgp  communicated  to  the 
family  of  the  deceased  by  the  Clerk. 

Resolved)  That  as  a  further  mark  of  respect  to  the  memory 
of  the  deceased,  this  House  do  now  adjourn  until  Monday 
morning,  10  o'clock. 

The  House  adjourned  until  Monday  morning  at  10  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  December  22,  1.862. 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Journal  of  Saturday  read  and  approved. 
The  Speaker  presented  the  following  communication  from 
the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts : 

Auditor's  Office,  Jackson,  ) 
December  22,    1862.       f 
Hon,  J.  P.  Scales, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives :  , 
Sin— In  compliance  with  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  House 
of  Representatives  on  the  20th  inst.,  I  have  the  h<>nor  here- 
with to  transmit  a  statement  showing  the  amount  of  tax  col- 
lected for  the  support  of  indigent  families  of  volunteer  soldiers 
in  the  army,  and  the  pro  rata  share  of  each  county  of  said  tax. 
Most  respectfully,  your  ob't  servant, 

A.  J.  GILLESPIE, 
And.  Pub.  Accounts. 
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STATEMENT  of  Military  Relief  Tax  of  1861,  collected, 
and  the  pro  rata  share  of  each  county  in  the  State  of  Mis- 
sissippi <ff  said  fund :  —^ 


COUNTIES. 


Adams 

Amite 

Attala 

Bolivar 

Calhoun '. 

Carroll ¥ 

Chickasaw , 

Choctaw* 

Claiborne* 

Clark* 

Coahoma 

Copiah  . .  . . 

Covington 

DeSoto '. 

Franklin 

Greene 

Hancock 

Hari'ison 

Hinds * . . 

Holmes. . . ., 

Issaquena *. . 

Itawamba '. 

Jackson 

Jasper 

Jefferson 

Jones  

Kemper 

Lafayette 

Lauderdale 

Lawrence 

Leake 

Lowndes  , 

Madison 

Marion 

Marshall 

Monroe 

Neshoba .". . 

Newton     .    * 

Nox'ubee 

Oktibbeha'    

♦Settled  in  full  since  distribution. 

II— 2 


Net  amoun 

ofl 

Pro  rata  share 

Tax  collected. 

of  each  count j. 

$  7,288 

99 

$   1,753 

79 

3,086 

81 

2,790 

77 

2,814 

23 

5,409 

51 

6,219 

12 

1,161 

23 

1,301 

48 

5,051 

11 

6,813 

06 

7,813 

21 

3,999 

25 

3,956 

78 

2,684 

13 

8,993 

55 

1,428 

84 

2,240 

81 

5,614 

99 

3,839 

69 

234 

16 

4,580 

62 

5,452 

52 

645 

49 

1,944 

94 

6,979 

86 

4,578 

01 

1,837 

93 

1,605 

65 

235 

70 

669 

02 

711 

12 

1,199 

46 

1,015 

48 

559 

11 

10,585 

32 

5,031 

99 

6,121 

12 

5,333 

05 

3,600 

00 

315 

40 

2,542 

32 

5,089 

34 

550 

00 

1,500 

52 

2,075 

90 

2,523 

16 

4,178 

00 

1,529 

19 

276 

06 

2,150 

42 

2,433 

57 

4,157 

49 

3,426 

38 

3,995 

01 

2,195 

07 

4^62 

62 

1.789 

37 

9,446 

71 

1,684 

20 

4,281 

/3 

7.380 

02 

3,794 

30 

7,320 

55 

4,171 

82 

843 

78 

1,017 

87 

!Not  settled 

6.804 

90 

1     6,5 13 

98 

7,817 

28 

1,291 

75 

:     2,226- 

88 

1,884 

59 

2.016 

62 

(i,641 

89 

5,648 

45 

3,856 

33 

2,169 

54 

STA  TEMENT—  Continued. 


COUNTIES. 


Net  amount   of  Pro  rata  share 
Tax  col'ected.   of  each  county. 


Panola. . ... 

Perry 

Pike 

Pontotoc 

Rankin 

Scott 

Simpson 

Smith ; 

Sunflower f. . . 

Tallahatchie 

Tippah ( 

Tishomingo* 

Tunica 

Warren 

Washington 

Wayne 

Winston .' 

Wilkinson 

Yalabusha 

Yazoo 

Total '! 

♦Settled  in  part  since  distribution. 


$6,161  50 
278  40 
2,504  86 
4,182  14 
3,350  85 
1,876  67 
890  94 
1,112  10 
3,787  17 
3,354  98 
3,288  34 

2,627   83 

Not  settled 

11,496  29 

623  01 

1,940  85 

4,759  25j 

4,433   12 

8,803   24 


60 
34 
27 
09 
20 
32 
86 
36 
63 
79 


3,053 

597 
1,916 
7,211 
4,984 
2,174 
1,557 
2,972 
1,476 
1,753 
6,694  99 
8,725  94 

621  24 
3,421  57 
1,481  40 

893  62 
2,590 
2,972 
3,431 
2,155 


07 
36 
12 
20 


198,985  91  198,985  91 


A.  J.  GILLESPIE, 

Auditor  of  Public  Accounts. 
Auditor's  Office, 
Jackson,  Miss.,  Dec.  22,  1862. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Warren, 

Resolved,  That  one  hundred  copies  of  the  Auditor's  Re- 
port, just  read,  be  printed  for  the  use  of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shields, 

The  vote  adopted  on  Saturday,  by  which  five  thousand 
copies  of  the  Governor's  message  were  ordered  to  be  printed, 
was  reconsidered, 

And  on  his  further  motion, 

Two  hundred  copies  were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  this  House. 

Mr.  Bardin  asked  leave  of  absence  for  Mr.  Edwards,  of 
Choctaw,  , 

Which  was  granted. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Warren, 

The  call  of  the  counties  was  suspended. 

Mr.  McLaurin  presented  the  petition  of  Edward  Robinson 
and  others,  of  Smith  county. 

Which,  on  his  motion, 

Was  referred  to  a  special  committee  of  three. 

The  Speaker  appointed  Messrs.  McLaurin,  Miller,  of  Oktib- 
beha, and  Brooks,  said  committee. 

Mr.  Terrell  presented  a  communication  from  Capt.  Barnes 
and  other  citizens  of  Covington  county,  in  relation  to  the 
militia  law  of  the  State, 

Which,  on  his  motion, 

Was  referred  to  the  committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Martin,  from  the  committee  on  Propositions  and  Griev- 
ances, made  the  following  report: 

Me.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  Bill  entitled  "  an  act  better  to  provide  for 
the  families  of  our  soldiers,"  have  had  the  same  under  con- 
sideration, and  have  instructed  me  to  report  the  same,  back, 
and  recommend  that  it  do  pass  with  an  amendment. 

Which  was  received  and  agreed   to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Warren, 

Hesolved,  That  one  hundred  copies  of  the  bill  and  amend- 
ment recommended  by  the  committee,  be  printed  for  the  use 
of  this  House.  , 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones, 

Resolved,  (The  Senate  concurring,)  That  a  joint  select 
committee  of  five  members  on   the  part  of  the  House,  and 

on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  be  appointed,  to  whom  shall 

be  referred  all  that  portion  of  the  Governor's  message  relating1 
to  the  militia  and  the  proper  means  of  repelling  the  present 
invasion,  with  instructions  to  take  into  consideration  the  sub- 
ject of  the  whijle  military  strength  of  the  State,  and  to  report 
a  bill  for  its  immediate  defense. 

The  Speaker  appointed  Messrs.  Jones,  Harper,  Strong, 
Dyer  and  Hamer  said  committee. 

Mr.  Dyer  introduced  the  following: 

Resolution  in  relation  to  the  Proclamation  of  Abraham 
Lincoln,  President  of  the  United.  States,  on  the  subject  of 
Emancipation. 

Which  was  referred  to  the   committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Barton,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  in  relation  to  Executors,  Administrators  and  Guar- 
dians. 

Which  was  read  once. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Barton, 

The  Constitutional  rule  was  suspended,  the  bill  read  the 
second  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hicks, 

The  bill  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Graham, 

Resolved,  That  so  much  of  the  Governor's  message  as  re- 
lates to  the  purchase  and  transportation  of  salt  be  referred  to 
a  select  committee  of  five.*  .    v 

The  Speaker  appointed  Messrs.  Graham,  Fall,  Martin, 
Rogers  and  Withers. 

Mr.  Graham,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  entitled 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  further  issuance  of  Treasury 
Notes  as  advances  on  cotton. 

Which  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Graham, 

The  rule  was  suspended,  the  bill  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

Mr.  Graham  introduced  the  following: 

Resolved  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
That  we  disapprove  of  the  Exemption  bill  recently  passed  by 
the  Confederate  Congress,  and  particularly  that  portion  of 
said  bill  which  exempts  from  tin-  military  service  all  persons 
who  happen  to  own  a  certain  number  of  negro  slaves.  This 
we  regard  as  an  unjust  discrimination  in  favor  of  the  larger 
planter  against  his  less  opulent  neighbor.  Indeed,  it  is  to 
force  the  poor  men  of  the  country  to  do  all  the  fighting  and 
bear  all  the  toils  and  hardships  of  war,  while  the  rich  are  left 
quietly  at  home  to  indulge  in  idleness  and  ease.  In  the  name 
of  justice  and  equality  we  protest  against  this  most  iniquitous 
and  detestable  class  legislation,  and  instruct  our  Senators  and 
Representatives  in  Congress  to  procure  the  repeal  of  this 
obnoxious  law. 

Which,  on  his  motion, 

Woq  referred  to  the  committee  on  Propositions  and  Griev- 
ances. » 

Mr.  Chandler,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  entitled 

An  act  to  enroll  the  militia  of  this  State,  and  to  aid  the 
Confederate  authorities  in  defending  the  State, 

Which  was  read  once. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Graham, 

The  rule  was  suspended,  the  bill  read  a  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  one  hun- 
dred copies  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Mr.  Fall,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  entitled 

An  act  to  authorize  the  i;em<  val  of  the  Judicial  and  other 
public  Records  of  counties,  and  for  other  purposes, 

Which  was  read  once. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Fall, 

The  rule  was  suspended,  the  bill  read  the  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  committee. 

Mr.  Brooks,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  -act  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  Stay  law  to  pro- 
bating of  notes  in  the  Probate  Courts  of  this  State. 

Which  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brooks, 

The  rule  was  suspended,  the  bill  read  a  second  time  and 
referred  to  the  Judiciai'y  committee. 

Mr.  Graham  offered  the  following  resolution, 

Which,  upon  his  motion, 

Was  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  Penitentiary  : 

That  the  Superintendent  of  the  Penitentiary  be  and  he  is 
hereby  required,  under  such  rules  and  regulations  and  restric- 
tions as  may  be  prescribed  by  the  Board  of  Inspectors,  to  hire 
or  employ  such  free  white  labor,  as  together  with  the  convict 
labor,  shall  be  sufficient  to  keep  the  machinery  of  the  Peni- 
tentiary for  the  manufacture  of  cotton  and  woolen  goods  in 
constant  employment,  both  day  and  night,  excepting  Sundays. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 
through  Mr.  Porter,  their  Secretary  : 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  has  passed  bills  of  the  following  titles: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  M.  Rae,  .assignee  of  James 
B.  Wigginton. 

An  act  further  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  incorpo- 
rate the  town  of  Canton,  and  to  repeal  all  former  acts  incor- 
porating the  same. 

In  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives. 

The  Senate  has  concurred  in  the  joint  resolution  of  the 
House  appointing  a  joint  select  committee  to  whom  shall  be 
referred  all  that  portion  of  the  Governor's  message  in  relation 
to  the  militia  and  to  the  defense  of  the  State,  and  have  ap- 
pointed as  said  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  Messrs. 
Yerger,  Poindexter  and  Chrisman. 

Mr.  Hicks  called  up  the  Senate  message, 

A  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  for  the  relief.'of  Thomas  M.  Rae,  assignee  of  James 
B.  Wigginton, 

Was  read  the  first  time.  * 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hicks,  i 

The  rule  was  suspended,  the  bill  read  the  second  time. 

On  his  further  motion, 

The  rule  was  suspended,  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time, 

And  passed  with  title  as  stated. 
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Mr.  Strong  called  up  the  Senate  bill  entitled 

An  act  further  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  incorporate 
the  town  of  Canton,  and  to  repeal  all  former  acts' incorpo- 
rating the  same. 

Which  was  read  the  first  time, 

And  on  motion  of  Mr.  Strong, 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  bill  read  the  second  time. 

On  his  farther  motion, 

The  rule  was  suspended,  the  bill  read  a  third  time, 

And  passed  with  the  title  as  stated. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harper, 

The  bill  entitled 

An  act  to  reorganize  and  establish  the  military  system  of 
the  State  of  Mississippi, 

Was  called  from  the  table. 

And,  on  his  further  motion, 

The  bill  was  referred  to  the  joint  committee  on  Military- 
Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chandler, 

The  vote  by  which  a  bill  entitled 

An  act  to  enroll  the  militia  of  this  State  and  to  aid  the 
Confederate  authorities  in  defending  the  State, 

Was  referred  to  the  committee  on  Military  Affairs, 

Was  reconsidered. 

And,  on  his  further  motion, 

The  bill  was  referred  to  the  joint  committee  on  Military 
Affairs  of  both  Houses. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Terrell, 

The  vote  by  which  the  bill  to  provide  for  the  relief  of  sol- 
diers' families,  was  ordered  to  be  printed, 

Was  reconsidered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Martin, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill  entitled 

An  act  better  to  provide  for  the  families  of  our  soldiers, 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Warren,  in  the  chair. 

After  a  short  time  spent  therein, 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  House 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass  as  amended.  . 

On  motion,  the  report  was  received. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  amendments,  the  following 
were  adopted,  to- wit : 

Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  provisions  of  this  act  shall 
also  apply  to  the  destitute  families  of  deceased  soldiers,  and 
other  families  wholly  or  partially  dependent  upon  any  soldier. 

Mr.  Terrell  offered  the  following  amendment: 
-   And  the  families  of  discharged   soldiers  who   have   been 
wounded  or  otherwise  disabled  in  the  military  service  of  the 
country. 
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Mr.  Hamer  offered  the  following  substitute  for  Mr.  Terrell's 
amendment :  • 

And  the  indigent  families  of  discharged  soldiers  who  are 
disabled  by  the  casualties  of  war. 

Which   was  adopted. 

Mr.  Wood  offered  the  following  amendments: 

Be  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  Tax  Collector  shall  fail 
to  collect, »or  any  Tax  Collector  or  County  Treasurer  shall  fail 
to  pay  over  the  tax  levied  by  this  act,  within  the  time  limited 
by  law,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Auditor  forthwith  to  put 
the  bond  of  suoh  defaulting  officer  in  suit,  and  in  addition  to 
the  penalty  of  thirty  per  cent,  now  imposed  upon  defaulting 
Collectors,  said  defaulting  officer  shall,  be  fined  in  a  sum  of 
not  less  than  five  hundred  nor  more  than  five  thousand 
dollars. 

Be  it  further  enacted,  That  before  the  Tax  Collectors  shall 
proceed  to  collect  said  tax,  they  shall  be  required  to  give 
bond  in  the  penalty  of  the  whole  amount  instead  of  one-half 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  fifth  section  of  the  act  to 
which  this  is  an  amendment. 

Pending  which, 

The  House  adjourned  until  3.  o'clock,  P  M. 

THREE    O'CLOCK,    P.    M. 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

House  took  up  the  bill  pending  at  adjournment. 

Mr.  Wood's  amendments  being  under  consideration,  were 
adopted. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  the  bill  read  the  third  time, 

And  passed  with  title  as  stated. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harper, 

The  bill  entitled 

An  act  to  authorize" the  impressment  of  slaves  and  other 
personal  property  for  military  purposes, 

Was  called  from  the  table. 

And,  on  his  further  motion, 

The  bill  was  referred  to  the  joint  committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

Mr.  Graham,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  tax  unauthorized  issues  of  paper  money. 

Which  was  read  once. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Graham, 

The  rule  was  suspended,  the  bill  read  a  second  time  by  its 
title,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Withers, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  in- 
structed  to   enquire   into   the  propriety  and  expediency  of 
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requiring  all  civil  officers  of  this  State  to  give  aid  and  efficiency 
to  the  conscript  laws  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  report  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Jones,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  revise  and  reduce  into  one  the  militia  and  volun- 
teer laws  of  this  State, 
.    Which  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  , 

The  rule  was  suspended,  the  bill  read  a  second  time,  and 
referred  to  the  joint  committee  on  Military  Affairs,  and  one 
hundred  copies  ordered  to  be  printed.  , 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shields, 

-Resolved,  That  the  joint  committee  on  Military  Affairs  be 
instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  creating  an  office 
of  Supervising  Surgeon  of  the  State,  whose  duty  it  shall  be 
to  look  after  tbe  troops  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  when  sick, 
and  report  their  condition  to  the  Governor,  and  that  they 
report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shields, 

The  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  at  9 
o'clock. 


•  TUESDAY,  December  23,  1862. 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Journal  of  yesterday  read  and  approved. 

$Mr.  Fall  asked  leave  of  absence  for  Mr.  Johnson,  of  War- 
ren, in  consequence  of  illness, 

Which  was  granted. 

Mr.  Wood  moved  a  suspension  of  the  regular  order  of 
business  to  enable  him  to  introduce  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  to  whom  that  portion  of  the 
Governor's  message  relating  to  the  transportation  of  salt  and 
provisions  for  the  indigent,  families  of  soldiers  was  referred, 
be  instructed  to  confer  with  General  Johnston  and  ascertain 
how  far  facilities  for  transportation  can  be  afforded  without 
conflicting  with  the  military  necessities  of  the  Confederate 
Government. 

Mr.  Dyer,  from  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary,  made  the 
following  report : 

Me.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  the  Judiciary,'  to  whom  was  referred  a 
bill  entitled  an  act  in  relation  to  Executors,  Administrators 


25 

and  Guardians,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and 
have  instructed  me  to  report  the  same  back  to  the  House, 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dyer, 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

And  on  his  further  motion, 

The  bill  was  read  the  third  time  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rule, 

And  passed  with  title  as  stated. 

Mr.  Dyer,  from  committee  on  the  Judiciary  made  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

Me.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  provide  for  the  collection  of  the 
military  tax?  in  the  same  manner  as  other  State  taxes,  have 
had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  a  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee have  instructed  me  to  report  the  bill  back  to  the  House, 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  not  pass. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dyer, 
The  report  was  received. 

Mr.  Dyer  moved  that  the  report  be  agreed  to.         .      , 
Pending  which, 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Governor, 
through  his  private  Secretary,  Mr.  Rives: 

Executive  Office, 
Jackson,  Miss.,  Dec.  23,  1862. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate 

and  House  of  Representatives : 

I  herewith  transmit  to  the  Legislature  resolutions  adopted 
by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Alabama,  in  relation  to  the 
transportation  on  Railroads.  And  as  the  people  of  Missis- 
sippi have  experienced  the  same  difficulties  in  relation  to  the 
transportation  necessary  to  supply  food  to  those  sections  of 
the  State  where  the  drouth  has  left  them  Avithout  enough  to 
sustain  the  population  until  another  crop  can  be  made,  I  ask 
such  action  on  the  subject  as  may  remedy  the  evil,  and  at  the 
same  time  interfere  as  little  as  possible  with  the  Confederate 
authorities  in  the  use  of  these  roads. 

The  Express  companies  seem  to  be  taking  a  much  larger 
amount  of  the  transportation  on  the  Railroads  than  formerly. 
If  the  Railroad  authorities  could  be  induced  to  limit  the 
amount  of  freight  thus  taken  over  their  roads,  at  enormous 
charges,  there  would  be  more  room  and  capacity  for  freight 
for  private  citizens. 
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I  also  transmit,  herewith,  joint  resolutions  of  the  Legisla- 
lature  of  Alabama  on  the  subject  of  guaranteeing  the  war 
debt  of  the  Confederate  Government  by  the  several  States. 
I  doubt  not  that  the  Legislature  will  do  all  in  its  power  to 
satisfy  our  sister  States,  the  Confederate  Government,  and 
the  world,  that  Mississippi  is  willing  to  "sink  or  swim"  with 
the  Government  to  which  she  has  voluntarily  attached  herself. 

JOHN  J.  PETTUS. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hooker,  of  -Holmes, 
■    The  further  consideration  of  the  bill  under  consideration 
was  postponed,  and  made  the  special  order  for  3  o'clock. 

Mr.  Shields  m&ved  to  take  up  the  Governor's  message. 

And,  on  his  further  motion, 

The  same,  with  accompanying  documents,  was  referred  to 
joint  committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Warren,  made  the  following  report : 

Me.  Speaker — 

The  special  committee  appointed  to  wait  upon  the  Presi- 
dent of  the  Confederate  States,  beg  leave  further  to  report 
that  they  have  the  pleasure  of  informing  the  House  that  Pres- 
ident Davis  will  address  the  House,  in  compliance  with  its 
request,  at  12  o'clock,  M.,  on  Saturday,  27th  inst. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fall, 

The  regular  order  of  business  was  suspended  to  enable  him 
to  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to.  increase  the  pay  of  the  Guards  of  the  Peniten- 
tiary. 

Which  was  read  the  fij*st  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fall, 

The  rule  was  suspended,  the  bill  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Chandler  offered  the  following  amendment. 

Amend  by  adding  this  section  : 

Sec.  — .  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  fees  of  Jailors  for 
feeding  persons  confined  in  the  county  jails,  shall  be  eighty 
cents  per  day  for  each  white  person,  and  seventy  cents  per 
day  for  each  slave,  free  negfo  or  mulatto  confined  therein,  in 
lieu  of  the  fees  now  allowed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hooker,  of  Holmes, 

The  bill  and  amendment  were  referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  Penitentiary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Terrell, 

Tie  House  went  into  secret  session  for  the  consideration  of 
a  report. 

After  some  time  spent  therein,  the  doors  were  opened. 

Mr.  Hicks  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  bill. 
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Leave  being  granted,  a  bill  entitled 
An  act  for  the  relief  of  Capt.  Henry  Jamison, 
Was  read  the  first  time. 
On  his  further  motion, 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  bill  read  second  time. 
And,  on  his  further  motion, 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  the  bill  read  third  time  and 
passed. 

Ordered,  that  title  stand  as  stated. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chandler, 

The  House  adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

THREE    O'CLOCK,     P.    M. 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Mr.  Chandler  called  up  the  special  order,  a  bill  entitled 
An  act  to  provide  for  the  collection  of  the  military  tax  as 
other  State  taxes. 

Mr.  Hooker,  of  Holmes, 

Moved  the  previous  question. 

Which  being  sustained, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chandler,    • 

The  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  at  9  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  December  24,  1862. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Barton  introduced  a  claim,  by  leave,  with  a  view  to  its 
reference. 

The  claim  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  Dyer,  from  the  Judiciary  committee,  made  the  follow- 
ing reports : 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  the  removal  of  the  Judi- 
cial and  other  public  records  of  counties,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  have 
amended  it  by  inserting  the  following  words,  viz:  '"The 
Judge"  before  the  words  *'any  court,"  in  the  third  line  of  the 
second  section*  thereof,  and  by  striking  out  the  words 
"either"  •"or"  in  the  eighth  line  of  said  section,  and  the  word 
"without!'  in  the  ninth  line  in  said  section,   and  by  adding  a 
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third  section  to  said  bill  providing  for  compensating  Clerks 
for  removing  the  records,  <fcc,  of  their  respective  courts,  in 
the  event  of  the  removal  of  the  same,  and  have  instructed 
me  to  report  the  bill,  with  the  amendments  thereto,  back  to 
the  House,  and  recommend  that  it  do  pass  as  thus  amended. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dyer, 
The  report  was  agreed  to. 
On  his  further  motion, 
The  amendments  were  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Brown  offered  an  amendment,  by  way  of  additional 
section, 

Which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
bill  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  the  suspension  of  the  writ  of 
Habeas  Corpus,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and 
have  instructed  me  to  report  the  bill  back  to  the  House  with 
a  recommendation  that  it  do  not  pass. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dyer, 

The  report  was  received. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Warren, 

Moved  that  the  report  be  agreed  to. 

Which  motion  prevailed. 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Judiciary  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to 
be  entitled  an  act  to  tax  unauthorized  issues  of  paper  money, 
have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  have  amended 
the  first  section  by  striking  out  the  following  words,  viz : 
"Twenty-five  per  cent,"  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  fol- 
lowing words,  to-wit :  "One  hundred  per  cent,"  and  the 
majority  of  the  committee  has  instructed  me  to  report  the 
bill  back  to  the  House,  with  the  amendment,  with  a  recom- 
mendation that  the  bill,  as  amended,  do  pass. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dyer, 

The  report  was  received. 

On  his  further  motion, 

The  amendment  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Shields  offered  the  following  amendment : 

Amend  by  striking  out  the  words  "have  issued  or  may 
hereafter." 

Mr.  Hooker,  of  Holmes,   ,  • 

Moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  adding:  "or  permit 
to  remain  in  circulation  as  exchange  notes  or  money." 
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When,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hooker,  of  Hinds, 

The  bill  and  amendments  were  recommitted  to  the  Judiciary- 
committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chandler, 

The  regular  order  of  business  was  suspended,  and  the 
unfinished  business  of  yesterday  was  taken  up, 

Being  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  collection  of  the  military  tax  in 
the  same  manner  as  other  State  taxes. 

The  previous  question  was  moved  by  Mr.  Hooker,  of 
Holmes. 

Which  being  sustained,  .  r 

The  question  was  taken  on  agreeing  to  the  report  of  the 
committee, 

And  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  yeas  arid  nays  called  for 
by  Messrs.  Hooker,  of  Holmes,  Chandler  and  Turley : 

Yeas — Messrs.. Billups,  Brown,  Buntin,  Buford,  Denney, 
Dyer,  Edwards  of  Kemper,  Fall,  Fatheree,  Gaines,  Gulley, 
Hamer,  Harper,  Hicks,  Hooker  of  Holmes,  Hooker  of  Hinds, 
Hooker  of  Lawrence,  Humphreys,  Johnson  of  Warren,  Lyle, 
Moore,  Powe,  Seal  of  Harrison,  Seal  of  Hancock,  Shields, 
Tindall,  Thomas,  Turley,  Withers,  Williams  of  Wilkinson, 
and  Wood— 31. 

1ST  ays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Allen,  Barton,  Bardin,  Barnes, 
Boddie,  Chandler,  Clark,  Deason,  Durr,  Edwards  of  C., 
Enochs,  Fox,  Graham,  Harris,  Irby,  Jackson  of  Amite,  Jones, 
Kirk,  Magee  of  Pike,  McDonald,  McElroy,  McLaurin,  Miller 
of  Oktibbeha,  Rogers,  Semmes,  Shelley,  Smith  of  Lowndes, 
Terrell  and  Wells— 30. 

Mr.  Lyle  made  the  following  report : 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  bill  entitled  an  act  to  prevent  the  distillation 
of  corn  or  other  grain,  molasses  or  sugar,  have  considered 
the  same,  and  have  instructed  me  to  report  the  same  back  and 
recommend  that  it  do  pass  with  certain  amendments. 

Which  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Hicks  moved  to  lay  the  bill  and  amendments  on  the 
table,- 

Which  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chandler, 

The  bill  and  amendments  were  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
committee. 
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The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 
through  its  Secretary,  Mr.  Porter : 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  has  passed  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Penitentiary. 

Mr.  Lyle,  from  the  committee  on  Propositions  and  Griev- 
ances, made  the  following  report : 

Mr.  Speaker-^ 

The  committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  bill  entitled  an  act  to  provide  for  the  further 
issuance  of  Treasury  Notes  as  advances  upon  cotton,  have 
considered  the  same,  and  have  instructed  me  to  report  the 
same  back  and  recommend  that  it  do  not  pass. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lyle, 

The  report  was  received. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  Wilkinson, 

Moved  that  the  report  be  agreed  to. 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  the  report  was  taken  and  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative  by  yeas  and  nays,  called  for  by 
Messrs.    Graham,  Barton  and  Enochs: 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Allen,  Bardin,  Barnes,  Bil- 
lups,  Boddie,  Brooks,  Buntin,  Buford,  Chandler,  Deason, 
Denney,  Dickens,  Durr,  Dyer,  Edwards  of  C,  Fall,  Gaines, 
Hamer,  Harper,  Hicks,  Hooker  of  Holmes,  Hooker  of  Hinds, 
Hooker  of  Lawrence,  Irby,  Johnson  of  Warren,  Jones, 
McDonald,  Miller  of  Oktibbeha,  Powe,  Rogers,  Seal  of  Har- 
rison, Seal  of  Hancock,  Semmes,  Shields,  Tindall,  Thomas, 
Turley,  Withers,  Williams  of  Wilkinson,  and  Wood — 41. 

Nays — Messrs.  Barton,  Clark,  Edwards  of  Kemper,  Fath- 
eree,  Fox,  Graham,  Gulley,  Harris,  Humphreys,  Jackson  of 
Amite,  Kirk,  Lyle,  Magee  of  Pike,  McElroy,  Shelly,  Smith  of 
Lowndes,  Terrell,  Walker  and  Wells — 19. 

Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison,  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  bill. 

The  bill  was  read  for  information,  and  its  introduction  ob- 
jected to  because  of  conflict  with  rule  of  order  adopted  at  a 
former  day  of  this  session. 

The  objection  was  sustained  by  the  Chair. 

An  appeal  was  taken  from  the  decision  of  the  Chair. 

The  decision  of  the  Chair  was  sustained  by  call  of  yeas 
and  nays,  called  for  by  Messrs.  Brooks,  Barton,  and  Seal,  of 
Harrison : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barton,  Brown,  Brooks,  Buford,  Denney, 
Dickens,   Edwards  of  Kemper,   Fatheree,    Gaines,   Graham, 
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Gulley,  Hamer,  Humphreys,  Irby,  Jackson  of  Amite,  Miller 
of  Oktibbeha,  Seal  of  Harrison,  Seal  of  Hancock,  Shields, 
Terrell,  Tindall,  Withers  and  Wood— 23. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Allen,  Bardin,  Barnes,  Bod- 
die,  Chandler,  Clark,  Deason,  Durr,  Dyer,  Edwards  of  C, 
Enochs,  Fall,  Harper,  Harris,  Hooker  of  Holmes,  Hooker  of 
Hinds,  Hooker  of  Lawrence,  Johnson  of  Warren,  Jones, 
Kirk,  Lyle,  Magee  of  Pike,  McDonald,  McElroy,  McLaurin, 
Powe,  Rogers,  Semmes,  Shelley,  Smith  of  Lowndes,  Thomas, 
Turley,  Walker,  Wells,  and  Williams  of  Wilkinson — 36. 

Mr.  Shelley,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  entitled 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  create  a  fund  for  the  support  of 
destitute  families  of  volunteers  in  this  State,  and  for  other 
purposes,  approved  December  16,  1861. 

On  his  motion,  '    . 

The  constitutional  rule  was  suspended,  and  bill  read  second 
time.  , 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hooker,  of  Hinds, 

The  bill  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  Propositions  and 
Grievances. 

Mr.  Terrell,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  entitled 

An  act  in  relation  to  the  fees  of  Jailors. 

On  his  motion, 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  bill  read  second  time. 

On  his  further  motion, 

The  constitutional  rule  was  suspended  and  bill  read  third 
time, 

And  passed  with  title  as  stated. 

Mr.  Dyer,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  repeal  an  act  in  relation  to  slaves,  approved  No- 
vember 29,  1861. 

Read  second  time. 

Mr.  Jones  offered  an  amendment  by  way  of  substitute. 

And,  on  his  fur^Jher  motion, 

The  bill  and  substitute  was  referred  to  joint  committee  on 
Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Jones,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  entitled 

An  act  to  provide  for  guaranty,  by  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
of  the  Bonds  of  the  Confederate  States. 

On  his  motion 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  the  bill  read  second  time  by 
its  title. 

And,  on  his  further  motion, 

The  bill  was  referred  to  the  joint  committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

Mr.  Wood  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  bill. 

The  bill  was  read  for  information,   and   its  introduction 
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objected  to  because  of  conflict  with  rule  of  order  adopted  at 
former  day  of  this  session. 

Mr.  Chandler  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted : 

Mesolvecl,  That  a  committee  to  be  composed  of  five  mem- 
bers of  the  House,  be  appointed  to  examine  the  salt  contracts 
made  by  the  Governor,^  and  to  make  such  report  thereof  as 
in  their  judgment  may  be  demanded. 

The  Speaker  appointed  as  said  committee,  Messrs.  Chand- 
ler, Tindall,  Fall,  Lyle  and  Fox. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harris, 

The  House  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

THREE    O'CLOCK,    P.    M. 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Graham,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  entitled 

An  act  in  relation  to  the  redemption  of  lands  ,and  other 
property  sold  for  taxes. 

On  his  motion, 
•  The  rule  w*as  suspended  and  bill  read  second  time. 

When,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Brown, 

The  bill  was  referred  the  committee  on  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Lyle,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  entitled 

An  act  act  to  further  provide  for  the  public  defense. 

On  his  motion, 

The  constitutional  rule  was  suspended  and  the  bill  read  a 
second  time. 

And  on  his  further  motion, 

The  rule  was  suspended,  the  bill  read  a  third  time, 

And  passed,  with  title  as  stated. 

Mr.  Seal,  of  Hancock,  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  bill. 

The  bill  was  read  for  information,  and  its  introduction 
objected  to  because  of  conflict  with  rule  of  order  adopted  at 
former  day  of  this  session.  % 

Mr.  Gulley  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted : 

Hesolved,  That  the  committee  on  Ways  and  Means  be  in- 
structed to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  the  State  assuming 
the  payment  of  the  tax  commonly  called  the  War  tax,  or 
whether  any  method  can  be  devised  by  which  the  burden  can 
be  removed  from  the  tax  payer  and  the  laith  and  credit  of  the 
State  still  preserved,  and  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Magee,  of  Pike,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  apply  the  Swamp  Laud  funds  of  Pike  county  to 
the  support  of  indigent  families  of  soldiers  in  said  county. 

On  his  motion, 

The  rule  was  suspendea,  the  bill  read  second  time. 


On  his  further  motion, 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  bill  read  third  time, 

And  passed,  with  title  as  stated. 

Mr.  Chandler  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  when  the  House  adjourn,  it  will  adjourn  to 
meet  again  on  Saturday  next  at   10  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Mr.  Brown  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out   "Saturday" 
and  inserting  "Friday." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas, 

The  resolution  and  amendment  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr.   Jones  offered  the   following   resolution,    which    was 
adopted : 

Resolved,  (the  Senate  concui'ring,)  That  Mr.  Chandler,  of 
Clark,  be  added  "to  joint  select  committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Shields  called  up  Senate  message,   being  a  bill  entitled 

An  act  in  relation  to  the  Penitentiary. 

On  his  motion, 

The  bill  was  read  first  time. 

On  his  farther  motion, 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  bill  read  second  time. 

Mr.  Fall  offered  amendment  by  way  ot  additional  section. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Graham, 
•    The  bill  and  amendment  were  referred  to  committee  on  the 
Penitentiary. 

His  Excellency,  the  Governor,  through  his  Secretary,  Mr. 
Rives,  communicated  a  message  in  relation  to  Hospitals. 

•Mr.  Graham, .by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  with  the  following 
title: 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to   Change  the   militia  laws  of 
this  State. 

On  his  motion, 

Rule  was  suspended,  bill  read  second  time  by  its  title. 

Mr.  Harper  moved  to  lay  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fall, 

The  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning,  10  o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  December  25,  1862. 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Minutes  of  yesterday  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Brooks  asked  that  the  title  of  a  bill  which  Mr.  Seal,  of 
Harrison,  offered  on  yesterday,  should.be  spread  upon,  the 
Journals. 

Leave  was  granted. 
H— 3 
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The  following  message  from  the  Governor  was  called  up : 

Executive  Office,        ) 
Jackson,  Miss.,  Dec.  24,  1862.  j 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate 

and  Souse  of  Representatives : 
The  sick  and  wounded  sofdiers  from  the  State  of  Mississippi 
demand,  at  the  hands  of  the  Legislature,  that  attention  which 
will  ensure  their  comfort  and  proper  treatment.  The  Hospi- 
tal system  of  the  Confederate  States  army  is  necessarily 
imperfect,  and  it  has  failed  to  give  that  speedy  relief  to  our 
suffering  soldiery  which  their  cases  often  imperatively  demand. 
A  more  perfect,  system  of  Hospitals,  perhaps,  under  existiug 
circumstances,  cannot  now  be  established  without  the  assist- 
ance of  the  States  themselves.  I  have  good  reason  to  believe 
that  separate  State  Hospitals,  whenever  they  have  been  per- 
mitted to  be  established  by  the  Confederate  authorities,  have 
done  much  good.  And  it  is  believed,  also,  that  the  appoint- 
ment, by  State  authority,  of  skillful  and  efficient  surgeons,  to 
visit  the  Hospitals  in  the  different  departments  and  ste  to  the 
condition  of  our  sick  and  wounded  soldiers,  would  result  in 
much  good.  I  therefore  recommend  that  the  Legislature 
make  provision  by  law  for  the  appointment  of  at  least  two 
competent  surgeons — one  for  the  department  of  Virginia,  and 
the  other  for  the  West— whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  attend  to 
the  wants  of  our  sick  and  wounded  in  their  respective  de- 
partments. JOHN. J.  PETTUS. 

Which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Shields, 

Was  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  five. 

The  Speaker  appointed  as  said  committee,  Messrs.  Shields, 
Jones,  Turley,  Williams  and  Hicks. 

Mr.  Gaines  moved  that  the  House  adjourn  until  to-morrow 
morning  at  9  o'clock. 

Which  was  lost. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Governor: 

Executive  Office,      | 
December  24,  1862.  \ 
Gentlenvm  of  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

I  herewith  transmit  the  report  of  the  acting  Chief  of  Ord- 
nance, in  compliance  with  the  resolution  of  the  House  passed 
on  the  20th  December  inst.,  requiring  "a  more  full  and  specific 
statement  of  the  number,  condition  and  description  of  arms 
received  from  the  several  counties,"  &c. 

JOHN"  J.  PETTUS. 

Which,  with  accompanying  documents,  were  referred, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hooker,  of  Hinds, 

To  the  joint  select  committee  on  Military  Affairs. 
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Mr.  McLaurin  asked  leave  of  absence  for  Mr.  Harris,  of 
Leake, 

Which  was  refused. 

Also,  leave  of  absence  for  Mr.  Lyle, 

Which  was  granted. 

Mr.  Tindall  asked  leave  of  absence  for  Mr.  Rogers,  of  Pon- 
totoc, 

Which  was  granted. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate : 

Mr.  Speaker — 

I  am  instructed  by  the  Senate  to  inform  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives that  they  have  passed  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act 
to  amend  an  act  approved  January  29,  1862,  to  suspend  for  a 
limited  time  certain  parts  of  the  Statute  of  Limitations. 

Also,  a  bill  entitled  an  act  to  procure  salt  for  the  indigent 
families  of  soldiers,  and  for  other  purposes. 

In  which  the  concurrence  of  the  House  is  desired. 

O'n  motion  of  Mr.  Hooker,  of  Hinds, 

The  message  was  taken  up,  and  a  bill  entitled 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  approved  January  29,  1862,  to 
suspend  for  a  limited  time  certain  parts  of  the  Statute  of 
Limititations, 

Was,  on  his  further  motion, 

Read  first  and  second  time, 

And  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Hooker,  of  Hinds, 

Called  up  Senate  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  procure  salt  for  uie  indigent  families  of  soldiers, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

On  his  motion, 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  bill  read  first  and  second  time. 

When,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Graham, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill.  ' 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Warren,  in  the  chair'. 

After  some  time  spent  therein, 

The  committee  rose,  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  House  and 
'  asked  leave  to  sit  again,  which  was  granted. 

Mr.  Powe,  by  leave,  introduced  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  unanimously  adopted : 

Whereas,  This  House  has  heard  with  profound  regret 
and  sorrow,  the.  death  of  Captain  A.  F.  Dantzler,  late  a 
member  of  this  House  from  the  county  of  Jasper;  therefore, 
be  it 

Jlesofyed,  That  in  the  death  of  Mr.  Dantzler  in  the  prime 
and  vigor  of  life,  the  faithful  and  patriotic  devotion  to  his 
country's  honor  and  independence,    which  he  sealed  with  his 
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blood  upon  the  battle-field  at  Corinth,  in  that  memorable 
conflict,  entitled  his  memory  to  the  grateful  appreciation  of 
the  people  of  the  State. 

Hesolved,  That  the  proceedings  of  this  Honse  in  relation 
to  the  death  of  Capt.  A.  F.  Dantzler,  be  communicated  to  the 
family  of  the  deceased  by  the  Clerk. 

Hesolved,  That  as  a  further  mark  of  respect  to  the  memory 
of  the  deceased,  this  House  do  now  adjourn  until  to-morrow 
morning  at  9  o'clock. 

The  Speaker  declared  the  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow 
morning  at  9  o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  December .26,  1862.  ' 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shields, 

The  call  of  counties  was  suspended. 

Mr.   Shields,  from  special  committee,   made   the  following 
report : 
Me.  Speaker — 

The  special  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Gov- 
ernor's message  on  the  subject  of  the  appointment  of  medical 
supervisors  for  the  soldiers  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  report 
that  they  have  prepared  the  .accompanying  bill,  with  the 
recommendation  that  it  do  pass. 

On  his  motion, 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  to  appoint  medical  supervisors  for  the 
sick  and  wounded  soldiers  of  the  State  of  Mississippi, 

Was  read  first  and  second  time: 

And,  on  his  further  motion, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  "Whole, 

Mr.  Hicks  in  the  Chair. 

After  a  short  time  spent  therein, 

The  committee  rose,  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  House 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass. 

A  division  was  called  for,  and  the  report  received. 

When,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Shields, 

The  rule  was  suspended,  the  bill  read  a  third  time 

And  passed  with  title  as  stated; 

Mr.  McLaurin,  from  special  committee,  made  the  following 
report : 

Mn.  Speaker — 

The  special  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  petition 
of  certain  citizens  of  Smith'  county,    asking  that   Wm.  P. 
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Hatchings,  of  said  county,  may  be  discharged  from  military 
service,  have  considered  the  same,  and  a  majority  of  the  com- 
mittee have  instructed  me  to  report  the  bill  prepared  in  con- 
formity with  the  prayer  of  the  petition  submitted  herewith, 
and  recommend  its  passage. 

Which  was  received. 

Mr.  McLaurin  moved  that  the  rule  be  suspended,  and  bill 
read  the  second  time. 

Which  was  lost. 

Mr.  Boddie,  from  the  committee  on  Penitentiary,  reported 
back  Senate  bill  which  had  been  referred  to  that  committee, , 
and  asked  to  be   discharged   from   its  further  consideration,  . 
there  being  no  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fall, 

Senate  bill  entitled 

An  act  in  relation  to  the  Penitentiary, 
,  Was  called  up. 

'  Mr,  Fall  offered  the  following  amendnient,  which  was 
adopted  : 

•  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  article  31,  of  chapter  65,  of 
Revised  Code,  is  hereby  repealed,  and  that  hereafter  the  .pay 
of  the  Guard  of  the  Penitentiary  shall  be  as  follows :  The 
Sergeant  of  the  Guard  shall  receive  seventy-five  dollars,  find 
the  Privates  fifty  dollars  per  month,  as  the  Inspectors  shall 
agree,  and  the  Inspectors  may  appoint  one  of  the  Guards  as 
Doorkeeper  or  Turnkey  of  the  prison  at  a  salary  of  sixty 
dollars  per  month. 

On  his  motion, 

The  rule  was  suspended,  the  bill  was  read  a  third  time, 

And  passed  with  title  as  stated. 

Mr.  Terrell  asked  leave  to  introduced  a  bill, 

Which  was  refused. 

Mr.  Hamer  asked  leave  to  introduced  a  bill. 

Request  not  granted'. 

Mr.  Graham  moved  to  suspend  the-  regular  order  of  busi- 
ness with  a  view  to  taking  up  Senate  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  procure  salt  for  the  indigent  families  of  soldiers, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

On  his  further  motion, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill. 

Mr.  Shields  in  the  Chair. 

After  some  time  spent  therein, 

The  committee  rose,  reported  the  bill,  with  an  amendment, 
back  to  the  House,  and  recommended  that  the  bill  do  pass  as 
amended. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Graham, 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas, 

The  rule  was  suspended,  the  bill  read  a  third  time, 

And  passed  as  amended. 

Ordered,  that  the  title  stand  as  stated. 

Mr.  Jones,  from  the  joint  select  committee  on  Military 
Affairs,  moved  to  suspend  the  regular  order  of  business  to 
make  a  report. 

The  rule  being  suspended, 

Mr.  Jones  made  the  following  report : 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  joint  select  committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  the  im- 
pressment of  slaves  and  other  personal  property  for  military 
purposes,  have  duly  considered  the  same,  and  have  instructed 
me  to  report  it  back  to  the  House,  with  sundry  amendments, 
and  to  recommend  that  the  "bill,  amended  as  proposed,  do 
pass. 

Which,  on  his  motion, 

Together  with  accompanying  bill  and  amendments,  were 
made  the  special  order  for  three  o'clock,  P.  M.,  this  day. 

Mr.  Harper,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  increase  the  manufacture  of  afrns. 

On  his  motion, 

The  rule  was  suspended,  the  bill  read  first  and  second  time. 

And,  on  his  further  motion, 

Laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Shields  moved  that  the  House  take  a  recess  until  half- 
past  11  o'clock. 

Which  was  lost. 

The  bill  to  change  the  militia  laws  of  this  State,  was 
taken  up.  ,  . 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Graham, 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  bill  read  a  second. time. 

Mr.  Hooker,  of  Hinds, 

Moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table, 

Which  motion  did  not  prevail. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Warrert, 

The  bill  was  referred  to  the  joint  select  committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

Mr.  Graham  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Governor  inform  the  House  why  the 
militia  have  been  called  from  some  counties  and  not  from 
others  ;  and  especially  why  the  militia  of  the  counties  of 
Adams,  Wilkinson,  Jefferson  and  Claiborne,  are  not  now  in 
the  field,  and  why  all  the  militia  have  been  called  from  some 
counties  and  only  a  part  from  other  counties. 
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The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate : 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  has  passed  a  House  bill  entitled  an  act  in  rela- 
tion to  Executors,  Administrators  and  Guardians,  with  sundry 
amendments  thereto,  in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of 
the  House  of  Representatives. 

They  have  also  passed  a  Hoftse  bill  entitled  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  Capt.  Henry  Jamison,  of  Attala  county. 

The  Senate  has  also  passed  bills  of  the  following  titles : 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  public  officers. 

An  act  to  prohibit  the  distillation  of  spirits  from  grain. 

'In  which  the  House  is  asked  to  concur. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas, 

Senate  message  just  received  was  taken  up. 

And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Shields, 

House  bill  entitled  an  act  in  relation  to  Executors,  Admin- 
istrators and  Guardians,  with  Senate  amendments, 

Was  referred  to  Judiciary  committee. 

Senate  bill  entitled, 

An  act. to  prohibit  the  distillation  of  spirits  from  grain,  was 
taken  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shields, 

The  rule  was  suspended,  bill  read  two  several  times, 

And  referred  to  Judiciary  committee. 

Senate  bill  entitled,  * 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  public  officers,  was 
taken  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas, 

The  rule  was  suspended,  bill  read  first  and  second  time, 

And  referred  to  the  Judiciary  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,"  of  Warren, 

The  House  took  recess  until  forty-five  minutes  past  11 
o'clock,  A.  M.,  to  prepare  the  Hall  for  the  reception  of  the 
President  of  the  Confederate  States,  General  Joseph  E. 
Johnston  and  his  staff,  and  the  Senate. 

The  recess  having  expired, 

The  Senate  were  invited  into  the  Hall. 

The  Senate,  preceded  by  the  Sergeant-at-Arms,  entered  the 
Hall  and  took  the  seats  assigned  them. 

The  President  of  the  Confederate  States,  Gen.  Johnston 
and  staff,  accompanied  by  the  special  committee  of  the  House, 
Messrs.  Johnson,  of  Warren,  Jones  and  Hooker,  entered  the 
Hall.  The  President  was  conducted  to  the  Speaker's  desk, 
and  was  introduced  to  the  Legislature  by  Hon.  Mr.  Drane, 
President  of  the  Senate.  He  addressed  the  Legislature,  and 
the  large  crowd  of'citizens  in  attendance,  for  about  one  hour 
and  fifteen  minutes.  At  the  close  of  the  President's  address, 
General  Johnston  being  conducted  to  the  stand,  tendered  his 
thanks  for  the  honor  paid  him. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Wood, 

The  .House  adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


THREE    O  CLOCK,     P.    M. 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  special  order,  a  bill  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  the 
impressment  of  slaves  and  other  personal  property  for  mili- 
tary purposes, 

Was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jones,  taken  up. 

The  Speaker  announced  that  no  quorum  was  present. 

A  call  of  the  House  was  ordered. 

A  quorum  being  present, 

On  motion,  the  call  was  suspended. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  * 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  committee'  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison,  in  the  Chair. 

After  some  time  spent  therein, 

The  committee  rose/reported  the  bill  back  to  the  House 
with  sundry  amendments,  and  recommended  that  the  bill  as 
amended  do  pass. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones, 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

The  amendments  were  read  and  adopted  seriatim. 

Mr.  Miller,  of  Oktibbeha,  offered  the  following  amend- 
ment: 

Amend,  the  first  section  by  adding : 

"Provided,  That  no,  property  of  any  party*-  in  the  military 
service  of  the  Confederacy  or  the  State,  shall  be  impressed 
without  his  consent." 

Mr.  Chandler  offered  to  amend  the  amendment  by  adding 
after  the  word  "State,"  "or  who  has  a  son  in  said  service." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hooker,  of  Hinds, 

The  amendment  and  amendment  to  the  amendment,  were 
laid  upon  the  table. 

On  motion  -of  Mr.  Jones, 

The  rule  was  suspended,   and  the  bill  read  a  third  time. 

Mr.  Terrell  offered  the  following  additional  section  by  way 
of  ryder  : 

Sec.  — .  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  all  cases,  officers 
appointed  by  the  Governor,  shall,  before  proceeding  to  carry- 
out  the  provisions  of  this  act,  in  any  case,  first  show  authority 
for  doing  the  same,  from  the  Governor,  with  the  seal  of  the 
State  thereto  attached.  .'. 

Which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hooker,  of  Hinds, 

Was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  being  upon  its  passage, 
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The  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by  Messrs.  Graham, 
Chandler  and  Brooks,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Allen,  Bardin,  Barnes,  Bod- 
die,  Brown,  Buntin,  Clark,  Deason,  Dyer,  Edwards  of  C, 
Enochs,  Eskridge,  Fatheree,  Fox,  Gaines,  Gulley,  Hamer, 
Harper,  Hicks,  Hooker  of  Hinds,  Hooker  of  Lawrence,  Hum- 

Shreys,  Johnson  of  Warren,  Jones,  Kirk,  Magee  of  Pike, 
IcDonald,  McLaurin,  Miller  of  Oktibbeha,  Moore,  Nelson, 
Seal  of  Harrison,  Shelley,  Shields,  Smith  of  Lowndes,  Ter- 
rell, Tindall,  Thomas,  Turley,  Walker,.  Wells,  Withers,  and 
Williams  of  Wilkinson — 44. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barton,  Brooks,  Chandler,  Denney,  Gra- 
ham, McElroy,  Powe  and  Semmes — 8. 

Mr.  Terrell,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  entitled        , 

An  act  to  suspend  article  196,  of  chapter  4,  of  the  Revised 
Code,  in  certain  counties. 

On  his  motion, 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  bill  read  first  and  second  time. 

And,  on  his  further  motion, 

Was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  committee. 

Mr.  Hamer,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  entitled 

•An  act  to  legalize  the  assessment  of  Yazoo  county  for  the 
year  1862. 

On  his  motion, 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  bill  read  first  and  second  times. 

Mr.  Hooker,  of  Lawrence, 

Moved  to,  amend  by  adding  the  county  of  Lawrence. 

Motion  carried  and  amendment  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hamer, 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  bill  read  a  third  time, 

And  passed  as  amended. 

Ordered,  that  title  be  amended  by  the  insertion  of  the  word 
"Lawrence"  between  "Yazoo"  and  "county." 

On  motion  of  Mr*  Jones, 

The  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  at  10 
o'clock. 


SATURDAY,  December  2*1,  1862. 


House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Journal  of  yesterday  read  and  approved. 
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Mr.  Martin,  from  the  committee  on  Propositions  and  Griev- 
ances, made  the  following  report : 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  resolution  condemning  the  Exemption  Law 
passed  at  the  late  session  of  Congress,  have  considered  the 
same,  and  have  instructed  me  to  report  the  same  back  to 
the  House,  with  an  amendment  by  way  of  substitute,  with  a 
recommendation  that  the  substitute  do  pass. 

Which  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

On  his  further  motion, 

Substitute  adopted. 

.Mr.  Dyer,  from  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary,  made  the 
following  report : 

Mk.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  wras  referred  a 
bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  public  offi- 
cers, have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  have 
amended  it  by  striking  out  "thirty"  in  the  fifth  line  and  in- 
serting "ninety"  in  lieu  thereof,  and  have  instructed  me  to 
report  the  bill,  with  #the  amendment  thereto,  back  to  the 
House  with  a  recommendation  that  the  bill,  as  amended,  do 
pass. 

Which  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

And,  on  his  further  motion, 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  bill,  as  amended,  read  third 
time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones, 

Leave  of  absence,  dui'ing  the  session  of  the  House,'  was 
granted  to  the  members  of  the  joint  Military  committee. 

Mr.  Dyer,  from  the  Judiciary  committee,  made  the  follow- 
ing report : 

Mr.  Speaker —       \ 

The  committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  suspend  article  196,  of  chapter  4, 
of  the  Revised  Code,  in  certain  counties,  have  had  the  same 
under  consideration,  and  having  recommended  the  passage  of 
another  bill  on  the  same  subject,  they  have  instructed  me  to 
report  said  first  mentioned  bill  back  to  the  House,  with  a 
recommendation  that  it  do  not  pass. 

Which  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Barton  asked  a  suspension  of  the  constitutional  rule 
with  a  view  to  the  introduction  of  a  joint  resolution,  which 
.was  refused. 

Mr.  Powe,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  entitled 

An  act  to  authorize  persons  who  may  have  sold  arms  to  the 
State  to  be  paid  therefor. 
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Which  was  read  the  first  time. 

On  his  motion, 

The  rule  was  suspended,  the  bill  read  the  second  time  by 
its  title, 

And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Warren, 

Referred  to  the  committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

Mr.  Miller,  of  Oktibbeha,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be 
entitled 

An  act  in  relation  to  the  arms  received  from  the  several 
counties,  which  have  been  rejected  by  the  Chief  of  Ordnance. 

Read  first  time. 

On  his  motion, 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  bill  read  second  time. 

And  on  his  further  motion, 

Referred  to  the  committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate-; 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  have  passed  a  House  bill  entitled  an  act  better 
to -provide  for  the  families  of  our  soldiers,  with  amendments 
thereto,  in  which  the  concurrence  of  the  House  is  desired. 

The  Senate  has  also  passed  the  House  bill  entitled  an  act  in 
relation  to  the  fees  of  Jailors,  with  sundry  amendments 
thereto,  in  which  the  Hou^e  is  asked  to  concur. 

Which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Warren, 

Was  taken  up. 

The  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  House  bill  entitled  an  acj 
better  to  provide  for  the  families  of  our  soldiers,  was  read. 

And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Warren, 

Referred  to  the  Judiciary  committee. 

The  bill  in  relation  to  the  fees  of  Jailors, 

Was  called  up. 

When,  on  motion, 

The  first  amendment  of  the  Senate  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Martin  moved  that  second  amendment  be  concurred  in. 

Which  was  refused. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas, 

The  third  Senate  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

An  act  in  relation  to  W.  P.  Hutchings,  of  Smith  county, 

Was  read  second  time. 

And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,   of  Warren, 

Referred  to  joint  committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Martin, 

The  House  adjourned  until  3  o'clock,  P  M. 

THREE    O'CLOCK,    P.    M. 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Mr.  Dyer,  from  the  Judiciary  committee,  made  the  follow- 
ing report: 
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» 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  the  Judiciary;  to  whom  was  referred  a 
bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  approved  January 
29,  18') 2,  to  suspend  for  a  limited  time  certain  parts  of  the 
Statute  of  Limitations,  have  had  the  same  under  considera- 
tion, and  have  instructed  me  to  report  the  same  back  to  the 
House,  and  recommend  that  the  bill  do  pass. 

Which  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Jones  moved  to  postpone  the  further  consideration  of 
the  bill  until  Monday  morning  at  10  o'clock. 

Mr.  Graham  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Jones,  from  the  joint  select  committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs, made  the  following  report : 

Mr.    S.PEAKER — 

The  joint  select  committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom 
were  referred  the  several  bills  on  the  subject  of  the  militia 
of  the  State,  have  maturely  considered  the  same,  and  a  ma- 
jority have  instructed  me  to  report  the  accompanying  bill 
entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  act  to  revise  and  reduce  into  one 
the  militia  and  volunteer  laws  of  this  State,  approved  January 
24,  1862,  as  a  substitute  therefor,  and  to  recommend  that  the 
substitute  bill  do  pass.  • 

On  hi>  motion,  the  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  revise  and  reduce  into  one  the 
militia  and  volunteer  laws  of  this  State,  approved  January 
24,  1862, 

Was  read  the  first  time. 

On  his  further  motion, 

The  Constitutional  rule  was  suspended,  the  bill'  read  the 
second  time.  • 

Mr.  Graham  offered  amendment  by  way  of  substitute. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones, 

The  bill  and  substitute  were  laid  on  the  table,  and  one  hun- 
dred copies  of  each  ordered  to  be  printed,  and  made  special 
order  for  Monday  next  at  12  o'clock,  M. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate: 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  has  passed  a  bill  entitled  an  .  act  to  suspend  for 
a  limited  time  the  collection  of  the  tax  therein  named. 

The  House  is  asked  to  concur  in  the  same. 

The  Senate  has  concurred  in  the  House  amendments  to 
Senate  bill  entitled  an  act  in  relation  to  the  Penitentiary. 

The  Senate  has  also  passed  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  authorizing  t!  e  issuance  of 
Treasury  notes-  as  advances  upon  cotton,  approved  December 
19,  1861. 
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In  which  the  concurrence  of  the  House  is  requested. 

The  Senate  has  concurred  in  the  House  amendment  to  the 
Senate  hill  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  public  offi- 
cers, and  insist  on  their  second  amendment  to  the  House  bill 
entitled  an  act  in  relation  to  the  fees  of  Jailors. 

Mr.  Chandler  moved  to  take  up  Senate  message: 

Senate  hill  entitled  an  act  to  suspend  for  a  limited  time  the 
collection  of  the  tax  therein  named. 

And,  on  his  motion, 

The  rule  was  suspended  and  the  hill  read  first  and  second 
times. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hooker,  of  Hinds, 

The  House  adjourned  until  Monday  morning  at  9  o'clock. 


MONDAY,  December  29,  1862. 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Journal  of  Saturday  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Dyer  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  Mr. 
Johnson,  of  Warren,  who  had  been  ordered  by  General  Lee 
to  rejoin  his  command  at  Vicksburg. 

Mr.  Fall  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  'for  Mr. 
Hooker,  of  Hinds,  for  the  purpose  of  joining  his  command  at 
Vicksburg. 

Mr.  Chandler  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

No  quorum  being  present, 

The  Sergeant-at-Arms  was  sent  for  absentees. 

A  quorum  appearing, 

The  call  was  suspended. 

Mr.  .Tones  moved, 

That  one  hundred  additional  copies  of  the  bill  entitled  an 
act  to  revise  and  reduce  into  one  the  volunteer  and  militia 
laws  of  the  State,  and  substitute,  be  printed. 

Which  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chandler, 

The  vote  referring  the  bill  entitled  an  act  to  better  provide 
for  the  families  of  our  soldiers,  together  with  the  Senate 
amendment,  to  the  Judiciary'  committee,  was  reconsidered. 

Mr.  Chandler  offered  the  following  amendment  to  the  Sen- 
ate amendment: 

Strike  out  "thirty"  in  second  line,  fourth  section,  and  insert 
"one  hundred." 

Which  was  adopted. 
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On  his  further  motion, 

The  Senate  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Dyer,  from  the  Judiciary  committee,  made  the  follow- 
ing report: 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  prohibit  the  distillation 
of  spirits  from  grain,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration, 
aud  have  instructed  me  to  report  the  same  back  to  the  House 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass. 

Which  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Wood  oifered  the  following  amendments : 

1st.  Amend  by  inserting  the  words  "sugar  or  molasses" 
after   the   words   "or   other  grain,"    wherever    they   occur. 

2d.  Strike  out  "or"  and  insert  "and"  between  the  words 
"dollars"  and  "imprisoned"  in  third  line  from  bottom,  and 
strike  out  all  after  the  words  "six  months"  in  second  line  from 
bottom. 

3d.  Sec.  2.  mBe  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act  shall  take 
effect  from  and  after  the  tenth  day  of  January,  1863. 

Mr.  Chandler  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by  inserting 
after  the  figures  "1863,"  "and  shall  continue  in  force  twelve 
months." 

Which  was  adopted. 

On^motion  of  Mr.  Wood, 

The  amendment  as  amended  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dyer, 

The  bill  passed  to  its  third  reading. 

Mr.  Graham  offered  the  following  amendment  by  way  of 
ryder : 

Be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  unlawful  to  import  into  this 
State  any  wines  o."  spiritous  liquors,  whatsoever,  except  such 
as  may  be  imported  for  the  use  of  the  medical  department  of 
the  army. 

Which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Jones, 

Was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.   Graham  offered  the  following,by  way  of  ryder  : 

Be  it  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  unlawful  to  sell  or  give  away 
any  spiritous  liquors  in  this  State,  except  for  medical  pur- 
poses, during  the  continuance  of  the  present  war. 

Which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dyer, 

Was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Tindall  offered  the  following  amendment  by  way  of 
ryder,  ■ 

Which  was  adopted  : 

Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Governor  of  this  State 
shall  have  power,  and  it  shall  be  his  duty,  to  grant  license  to 
distill  spirits  from  grain  or  other  substances  as  he  may  deem 
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necessary  for  medical,  mechanical  and  chemical  purposes. 
And  he  may  arrange  that  all  the  spirits  that  is  distilled  shall 
be  on  State  account,  and  take  a  guarantee  pf  its  purity ; 
Provided,  That  said  spirits,  so  distilled,  shall  not  be  sold  to 
any  private  person  except  for  medical,  mechanical  or  chemi- 
cal purposes  alone,  and  at  a  profit  not  exceeding  one  hundred 
per  cent,  upon  the  cost  of  production. 

Mr.  Graham  offered  the  following  amendment  by  way  of 
ryder: 

Be  it  enacted,  That  a  tax  of  fifty  per  cent,  shall  be  assessed 
and  collected,  as  other  taxes,  upon  the  price  of  all  spiritous 
liquors  sold  by  any  person  in  this  State. 

Which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dyer, 

Was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Dyer  moved  that  bill  be  read  a  third  time  with  view 
to  its  passage. 

Upon  which  he  moved  the  previous  question. 

Which  being  sustained, 

The  bill  was  passed  by  yeas  and  nays,  called  for  by  Messrs. 
Graham,  Barton  and  Wood : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Allen,  Barnes,  Billups,  Brown, 
Brooks,  Chandler,  Clark,  Deason,  Denney,  Dickens,  Durr, 
Dyer?  Edwards  of  Kemper,  Edwards  of  Choctaw,  Enochs, 
Eskridge,  Fox,  Gaines,  Gulley,  Hamer,  Harper,  Harris, 
Hicks,  Hooker  of  Holmes,  Hooker  of  Lawrence,  Humphreys, 
Irby,  Jackson  of  Amite,  Jones,  Kirk,  Lyle,  Martin,  McDon- 
ald, McElroy,  McLaurin,  Miller  of  Oktibbeha,  Nelson,  Powe, 
Semmes,  Shields,  Smith  of  Lowndes,  Strong,  Terrell,  Thomas, 
Walker,  Wells,  Withers,  Williams  of  Wilkinson,  and  Wood 
—50. 

Nays — Messrs.  Barton,  Bardin,  Batte,  Buntin,  Graham, 
Magee  of  Pike,  Moore,  Seal  of  Harrison,  Seal  of  Hancock, 
Tindall  and  Turley— 11.. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dyer, 

The  title  was  amended  by  the  addition  of  "sugar  and  mo- 
lasses." 

Mr.  Dyer,  from  the  Judiciary  committee,  made  the  follow- 
ing report : 

Me.  Speaker — • 

The  committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  prevent  the  distillation  of  corn  or 
other  grain,  molasses  or  sugar,  with  several  amendments 
thereto,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and,  having 
recommended  the  passage  of  another  bill  on  the  same  subject, 
they  have,  therefore,  instructed  me  to  report  said  first  named 
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bill,  with  the  amendments  thereto,  back  to  the  House,  and 
recommend  that  it  do  not  pass. 

Which  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Jones,  from  joint  select  committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
made  the  following  report-: 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  joint  select  committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  provide  for  a  guar- 
/  anty  by  the  State  of  Mississippi,  of  the  bonds  of  the  Confed- 
I  erate  States,  have  maturely  considered  the  same,  and  have 
instructed  me  to  report  it  back  to  the  House,  with  certain 
amendments,  and  to  recommend  that  as  amended,  the  bill  do 
pass. 

Which  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jone^, 

The  bill  was  read  second  and  third  times,  and  passed  by 
yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bardin,  Barnes,  Batte,  Bil- 
lups,  Boddie,  Brown,  Buntin, "Chandler,  Clark,  Dale,  Deason, 
Denney,  Dickens,  Durr,  Dyer,  Edwards  of  Kemper,  Edwards 
of  Choctaw,  Enochs,  Eskrirlge,  Fall,  Fox,  Gaines,  Graham, 
Gulley,  Hamer,  Harper,  Harris,  Hicks,  Hooker  of  Holmes, 
Hooker  of  Lawrence,  Humphreys,  Trby,  Jackson,  of  Amite, 
Jones,  Kirk,-  Lyle,  Martin,  McDonald,  McElroy,  Miller  of 
Oktibbeha,  McLaurin,  Moore,  Nelson,  Powe,  Seal  of  Harri- 
son, Seal  of  Hancock,  Semmes,  Shields,  Smith  of  Lowndes, 
Strong,  Terrell,  Tindall,  Thomas,  Turley,  Walker,  Wells, 
Withers,  Williams  of  Wilkinson,  and  Wood — 60. 

Nats — None. 

Ordered,  that  title  stand  as  stated. 

Mr.  Jones,  from  the  joint  select  committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs, made  the  following  report: 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  joint  select  committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  substitute  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  repeal 
an  act  entitled  an  act  in  relntion  to  sjaves,  and  also  to  repeal 
article  39,  section  8,  33d  chapter  of  the  Revised  Code,  have 
duly  considered  the  same,  and  have  instructed  me  to  report  it 
back  to  the  House  with  certain  amendments,  and  to  recom- 
mend that  as  amended,  the  bill  do  pass. 

Which  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones, 

The  bill  was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Graham  offered  the  following  amendment  by  way  of 
ryder: 

He  iP enacted,  That  this  act  shall  take  effect  when  Congress 
shall  repeal   so  much   of  the   Exemption  act  as  provides  for 
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the  exemption  from  military  service  of  any  person  for  or  on 
account   of  his   ownership  or  control  of  any  slave  or  slaves. 

Which  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones, 

The  bill  passed  by  yeas  and  nays  called  for  by  Messrs.  Gra- 
ham, Deason  and  Kirk :       ^ 

Yeas — Messrs.  Allen,  Bardin,  Batte,  Billups, .  Boddie, 
Brooks,  Buntin,  Chandler,  Clark,  Denney,  Diekens,  Durr, 
Dyer,  Edwards  of  Kemper,  Fall,  Fox,  Gaines,  Gulley,  Hamer, 
Harper,  Hicks,  Hooker  of  Holmes,  Hooker  of  Lawrence, 
Humphreys,  Irby,  Jackson  of  Amite,  Jones,  Lyle,  Martin, 
Magee  of  Pike,  McDonald,  McElroy,  Nelson,  Powe,  Semmes, 
Shields,  Terrell,  Tindall,  Thomas,  Turley,  Walker,  Wells  and 
Withers— 43. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barton,  Deason,  Edwards  of  Choctaw, 
Enochs,  Graham,  Kirk,  McLaurin,  Miller  of  Oktibbeha,  Seal 
of  Hancock,  Smith  of  Lowndes,  and  Williams  of  Wilkinson 
—11. 

Ordered,  that  title  stand  as  stated. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tindall, 

The  House  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

THREE    O'CLOCK,    P.    M. 

House' met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Jones  moved  to  take  up  the  special  order  of  the  day, 
viz : 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  revise  and  reduce 
into  one  the  militia  and  volunteer  laws  of  this  State. 

Which  motion  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chandler, 

The  unfinished  business  was  taken  up,  viz: 

A  bill  to  suspend  for  a  limited  time  the  collection  of  the 
tax  therein  named. 

Mr.  Harper  offered  the  following  amendment : 

Sec.  2.  Beit  further  enacted,  That  the  certificates  of  loan 
or  Treasury  Notes  of  this  State,  the  payment  of  which  is  se- 
cured by  the  tax  the  collection  of  which  is  hereby  suspended, 
shall  bear  interest  at  the  rate  of  ten  per  cent,  per  annum  after 
maturity,  until  paid. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Deason, 

The'amendment  was  laid  on  the  table,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
called  for  by  Messrs.  Deason,  Shields  and  Turley,  viz : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Allen,  Barton,  Bardin,  Barnes,  Batte,  Bod- 
die, Chandler,  Clark,  Deason,  Denney,  Dickens,  Durr,  Ed- 
wards of  Kemper,  Edwards  of  Choctaw,  Enochs,  Fall,  Fox, 
Graham,  Harris,  Hicks,  Hooker  of  Holmes,  Hooker  of  Law- 
rence, Humphreys,  Jackson  of  Amite,  Lyle,  Max-tin,  Magee 
H— 4 
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of  Pike,  McDonald,  McElroy,  McLaurin,  Miller  of  Oktibbeha, 
Moore,  Nelson,  Seal  of  Harrison,  Seal  of  Hancock,  Semmes, 
Smith  of  Lowndes,  Tindall,  Walker,  Wells,  Williams  of  Wil- 
kinson, and  Wood — 42. 

Nats — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Brown,  Brooks,  Dyer,  Esk- 
ridge,  Gaines,  Gulley,  Hamety  Harper,  Irby,  Jones,  Kirk, 
Po  we,  Shields,  Strong,  Thomas,  Turley  and  Williams  of  Wil- 
kinson— 19. 

Mr.  Miller,  of  Oktibbeha,  offered  the  following  amendment: 

Strike  out  "until  twelve  months  after  the  close  of  the  pres- 
ent war  between  the  Confederate  States  and  the- United 
States,"  and  insert  "until  the  first  day  of  January,  1864." 

Which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison, 

Was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison,  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  Ju- 
diciary committee. 

Which  motion  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chandler, 

The  bill  was  read  the  third  time  and  put  upon  its  passage, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  yeas  and  nays,  called  for  .by 
Messrs.  Seal,  of  Harrison,  Eskridge  and  Harper,  viz : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Allen,  Barton,  Bardin,  Barnes,  Batte,  Bod- 
die,  Buntin,  Chandler,  Clark,  Deason,  Durr,  Edwards  of 
Kemper,  Edwards  of  Choctaw,.  Enochs,  Fatheree,  Fox, 
Graham,  Gulley,  Harris,  Hicks,  Hooker  of  Lawrence,  Jackson 
of  Amite,  Kirk,  Lyle,  Martin,  Magee  of  Pike,,  McDonald, 
McElroy,  McLaurin,  Miller  of  Oktibbeha,  Moore,  Semmes, 
Smith  of  Lowndes,  Terrell,  Walker,  Wells,  and  Williams  of 
Wilkinson— 37. 

.  Nats — Mr.  Speaker, Messrs.  Billups,  Brown,  Denney,  Dyer, 
Eskridge,  Fall,  Gaines,  Hamer,  Harper,  Hooker  of  Holmes, 
Humphreys,  Jones,  Nelson,  Powe,  Seal  of  Harrison,  Seal  of 
Hancock,  Shields,  Strong,  Tindall,  Thomas,  Turley,  Withers 
and  Wood— 24. 

Mr.  Dyer,  from  the  Judiciary  committee,  made  the  follow- 
ing reports  : 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
bill  to  be  entitled  anact  to  authorize  Tax  Collectors  to  receive 
in  payment  of  the  military  tax  all  funds  receivable  for  other 
State  taxes,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  a 
majority  of  the  committee  have  instructed  me  to  report  it 
back  to  the  House  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  not  pass. 

Which,  on  his  motion, 

Was  received  and  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  the  Judiciary  to  whom  was  referred  a 
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bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  Stay- 
Law  to  probating  of  notes,  accounts,  &c,  in  the  Probate 
Courts  of  this  State,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration, 
and  having  recommended  the  passage  of  another  bill  on  the 
same  subject,  they  have  instructed  me  to  report  the  bill  back 
to  the  House,  and  ask  to  be  discharged  from  its  further  con- 
sideration. 

Which,  on  motion, 

.Was  received  and  agreed  to. 

The  following  message  wras  received  from  the  Senate  : 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  have  passed  House  bills  entitled  as  follows: 

An  act  to  further  provide  for  the  public  defense. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  the  removal  of  the 
Judicial  and  other  public  records  of  counties,  and  for  other 
purposes,  with  amendments  thereto, 

In  whieh  the  concurrence  of  the  House  is  desired. 

Also,  an  act  to  legalize  the  assessment  of  Yazoo  and  Law- 
rence counties  for  the  year  1862,  with  amendments  to  the 
same,  in  which  they  desire  the  concurrence  of  the  House. 

The  Senate  have  adopted  sundry  amendments  to  the  House 
amendments. to  the  Senate  bill  entitled  an  act  to  procure  salt 
for  the  indigent  families  of  soldiers,   and   for  other  purposes. 

The  House  is  asked  to  concur  in  said  amendments. 

The  Senate  have  disagreed  to  the  House  amendment  to 
Senate  amendments  to  the  House  bill  entitled  an  act  better  to 
provide  for  the  families  of  our  soldiers. 

The  Senate  has  adopted  an  amendment,  by  way  of  substi- 
tute, to  the  joint  resolution,  of  the  House  in  relation  to  the 
Exemption  Law  passed  fby  the  Confederate  Congress,  in 
which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chandler, 

The  House  adjourned  until  lo-morrow  morning  at  9 
o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  December  30,1862. 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Journal  of  yesterday  read  and  approved. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate: 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  following  members  of  the  joint  committee  on  Claims, 
have  been  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  viz  : 

Messrs.  Jordan,  Brown  and  Loper.  . 
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Mr.  Dyer  asked  leave  of  absence  for  Mr.  Buntin, 

Which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chandler, 

The  Senate  messages  were  taken  up. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  remove  the  Judicial  and  other 
public  records  of  counties,  and  for  other  purposes,  wa3 
taken  up.  ■ 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brown, 

The  Senate  amendments  were  concurred  in. 

An  act  to  legalize  the  .assessment  of  Yazoo  and  Lawrence 
counties  for  1862,  was  taken  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas, 

The  Senate  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

An  act  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  procure  salt  for  the  indigent 
families  of  soldiers,  was  called  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chandler, 

The  House  insisted  upon  its  amendment  to  the  Senate 
amendment. 

House  resolution  in  relation  to  the  Exemption  Act,  was 
called  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Graham, 

The  House  refused  to  concur  in  the  Senate  substitute  to 
said  resolution. 

Mr.  Terrell,  from  the  committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  made 
the  following  report": 

Me.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  have  examined  House  bills 
of  the  following  titles,  and  having  found  the  same  correctly- 
enrolled,  have  this  day  presented  them  to  his  Excellency,  the 
Governor,  for  his  approval  and  signature,  to- wit: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Capt.  Henry  Jamison,  of .  Attala 
county. 

An  act  to  further  provide  for  the  public  defense. 

Mr.  Dyer,  from  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary,  made  the 
following  report : 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  in  relation  to  Executors,  Administra- 
tors and  Guardians,  and  certain  Senate  amendments  thereto, 
have  had  the  same  uncfer  consideration,  and  have  amended 
the  Senate  amendments  as  follows,  and  have  instructed  me  to 
report  the  bill  back  to  the  House,  as  amended  by  them,  and 
recommend  that  the  bill  as  amended  do  pass. 

Which,  on  his  motion, 

Was  received  and  agreed  to. 

And,  on  his  further  motion, 

The  Senate  amendment  as  -amended,  was  concurred  in. 
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Mr.  Dyer,  from  the  Judiciary  committee,  made  the  follow- 
ing report : 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  in  relation  to  the  redemption  of  land 
or  other  property  sold  for  taxes,  have  had  the  same  under 
consideration,  and  having  recommended  the  passage  of 
another  bill  on  the  same  subject,  they  have  instructed  me  to 
report  the  first  mentioned  bill  back  to  the  House,  and  ask  to 
be  discharged  from  its  further  consideration. 

Which  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Martin,  from  the  committee  on  Propositions  and  Griev- 
ances, made  the  following  report : 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  bill  to  authorize  persons  who  may  have  sold 
arms  to  the  State  to  be  paid  therefor,  have  had  the  same 
under  consideration,  and  have  instructed  me  to  report  the 
same  back  to  the  House  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do 
pass. 

Which  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Powe, 

The  bill  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  persons  who  may  have 
sold  arms  to  the  State  to  be  paid  therefor, 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  Avith  title  as  stated. 

Mr.  Martin,  from  the  committee  on  Propositions  and  Griev- 
ances, made  the  following  report : 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom 
was  -referred  a  bill  in  relation  to  the  arms  received  from  the 
several  counties  which  have  been  rejected  by  the  Chief  of 
Ordance,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration  and  instruct- 
ed me  to  report  the  same  back  to  the  House,  with  a  recom- 
mendation that  it  do  pass. 

Which  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

And,  on  his, motion, 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  in  relation  to  the  arms  received 
from  the  several  counties,  which  have  been  rejected  by  the 
Chief  of  Ordnance, 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  with  title  as  stated. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wood, 

The  regular  order  of  business  Avas  suspended,  and  the  bill 
entitled  ,  / 

An  act  to  amend 'an  act  entitled  an  act  to  revise  and  reduce 
into  one  the  militia  and  volunteer  laws  of  the  State,  was 
called  up. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  "Whole; 

Mr.  Thomas  in  the  Chair. 

After  a  short  time  spent  therein, 

The  committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave 
to  sit  agayi  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Mr.  McElroy,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  provide  farther  means  for  the  support  of  indi- 
gent families  of  our  soldiers. 

On  his  motion, 

The  Constitutional  rule  "was  suspended,  the  bill  read  the 
first  and  second  times, 

.  And  referred  to  the  committee  on  Propositions  and  Griev- 
ances. 
.  Mr.  Hicks  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  bill, 

Which  was  refused. 

Mr.  Harper  called  from  the  table  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  increase  tire  manufacture  of  arms. 

On  his  motion, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  Whole, 

Mr.  Martin,  in  the  Chair.  ~ 

After  a  short  time  spent  therein, 

The  committee  rose,  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  House 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass. 

Which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Lowndes,  asked  leave  to  introduced  a  bill, 

Which  was  refused. 

Mr.  Jackson,  of  Amite,  asked  leave  to  introduced  a  bill, 

Which  was  refused. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McElroy, 

The  House  adjourned  to  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

THREE    O'CLOCK,     P.    31. 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dyer, 

The  Senate  was  requested  to  return  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an 
act  to  amend  an  act  approved  January  29,  1862,  to  suspend 
for  a  limited  time  certain  parts  of  the  Statute  of  Limitations, 
which  had  been  inadvertently  communicated  to  that  body  by 
the  Clei'k  of  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones, 

The  special  order  for  3  o'clock,  P.  M.,  was  taken  up,  being 
a  bill  entitled 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  revise  and  reduce 
into  one  the  militia  and  volunteer  laws  of  the  State. 

On  his  further  motion, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  Whole  on 
said  bill, 


Mr.  Thomas  in  the  Chair. 
After  some  time  spent  therein, 

The  committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to 
sit  again  to-morrow  morning  at  9  o'clock, 
Which  was  agreed  to. 
The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate : 

Mr.  Speaker — 

I  am  instructed  by  the  Senate  to  inform  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives that  the  Senate  insists  on  their  disagreement  to 
the  House  amendment  to  a  Senate  amendment  to  a  House  bill 
entitled  an  act  better  to  provide  for  the  families  of  our  sol- 
diers, and  ask  a  committee  of  conference  thereon,  and  have 
appointed  as  said  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  Messrs. 
Gordon,"  Cuminings  and  Ellett. 

I  am  instructed  by  the  Senate  to  return  to  the  House  a  bill 
to  be  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  approved  January  29, 
1862,  to  suspend  for  a  limited  time  certain  parts  of  the  Statute 
of  Limitations,  in  compliance  with  the  request  of  the  House 
this  day. 

The  Senate  has  passed  a  House  bill  entitled  an  act  to  au- 
thorize persons  who  may  have  sold  arms  to  the  State  to  be 
paid  therefor. 

On  motion  of- Mr.  Barton, 

The  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  at  9  o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  December  31,  1862. 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.         • 

Journal  of  yesterday  read  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chandler, 

The  regular  order  of  business  was  suspended,  and  Senate 
message  taken  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chandler, 

The  House  agreed  to  request  of  Senate  that  a  committee 
of  conference  be  appointed  on  disagreement  between  the  two 
Houses  on  House  bill  entitled  an  act  better  to  provide  for  the 
families  of  our  soldiers. 

The  Speaker  appointed  as  said  committee,  Messrs.  Chand- 
ler, Wood,  Semmes,  Martin,  and  Miller,  of  Oktibbeha. 

Mr.  Bardin   offered  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,,  (the  Senate  concurring,)  The  two  Houses  ad- 
journ, sine  die,  on  to-morrow,  the  first  of  January,  at  3  o'clock, 
P.  M. 
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Mr.  Turley  moved  to  lay  the.  resolution  on  the  table, 
Which  motion  was  lost. 
The  resolution  was  then  adopted.. 

Mr.  Withers  from  the  committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  made 
the  following  report : 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  beg  leave  to  report  that 
they  have  examined  and  found  correctly  enrolled,  bills  of  the 
following  titles,  and  have  laid  the  same  before  the  Governor 
for  his  approval,  to-wit : 

An  act  to  authorize  the  removal  of  the  Judicial  and  other 
public  Records  of  counties,  and  for  other  purposes. 

An  act  to  legalize  the  assessment  in  tie  counties  of  Yazoo, 
Lawrence  and  Carroll. 

The  following  messages  were  received  from  the  Senate : 
Mr.  Speaker— 

The  Senate  has  adopted  an  amendment,  by  way  of  substi- 
tute, for  the  House  bill  entitled  an  act  to  appoint  medical 
supervisors  for  the  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  of  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  the  House. 

13aid  substitute  is  entitled,  an  act  to  authorize  the  appoint- 
ment of  two  medical  commissioners  to  specially  attend  the 
sick  and  wounded  soldiers  from  this  State  in  the  Confederate 
army,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  Senate  have  insisted  upon  their  amendment,  by  way  of 
substitute,  for  the  joint  resolution  of  the  House," disapproving 
a  certain  portion  of  the  Confederate  Exemption  Law. 

The  Senate  has  refused  to  concur  in  the  House  amendments 
to  the  Senate  amendments  to  a  House  bill  in  relation  to  Ex- 
ecutors, Administrators  and  Guardians. 

The  Senate  has  passed  a  House  bill  entitled  an  act  to  in- 
crease the  manufacture  of  arms. 

The  Senate  has  refused  to  agree  to  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  conference  appointed  to  consider  the  disagreeing 
votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  bill  entitled  an  act  better  to 
provide  for  the  families  of  our  soldiers,  and  insisted  upon 
their  disagreement  to  the  House  amendment  to  the  Senate 
amendment  to  said  bill,  and  ask  for  another  conference  there- 
on, and  have  appointed  as  said  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate,  Messrs.  Luckett,  Huie  and  Poindexter. 

Mr.  Dyer,  from  the  Judiciary  committee,  made  the  follow- 
ing report: 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  tax  unauthorized  issues  of  paper 
money,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  have  made 
the  following  amendments  thereto,  and  have  instructed  me  to 
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report  the  bill,  with  thcrfftnendments,   back  to    the   House, 
and  recommend  that  the  bill  as  amended  do  pass. 

Which,  on  his  motion, 

Was  received  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dyer, 

The  bill  entitled  an  act  tQ  tax  unauthorized  issues  of  paper 
money, 

Was  read  the  third  time,  and  passed  with  title  as  stated. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shields,   ' 

The  Senate  bill  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  approved 
January  29,  1862,  to  suspend  for  a  limited  time  certain  parts 
of  the  Statute  of  Limitations,  was  taken  up, 

Read  third  time,  and  passed  with  title  as  stated. 

Mr.  Graham  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted : 

Resolved,  That- the  Auditor  inform  the  House  upon  what 
basis  he  distributed  the  fund  for  the  support  of  indigent  fam- 
ilies of  soldiers  among  the  several  counties,  and  whether  the 
data  for  the  distribution  was  obtained  from  the  lists  furnished 
by  the  Boards  of  Police,  or  from  the  lists  in  the  Adjutant 
General's  office. 

Mr.  Harper  called  up  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday, 
being  a  bill  entitled 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  revise  and  reduce 
into  one  the  militia  and  volunteer  laws  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Harper  moved  that  the  House  resolve  itself  into  cotn- 
mittee  of  the  whole,  • 

Which  was  lost. 

Mr.  Harper  offered  a  substitute  for  the  substitute  offered 
by  Mr.  Graham. 

Mr.  Chandler  moved  a  suspension  of  the  further  considera- 
tion of  the  bill,  with  a  view  to  take  up  Senate  message  in 
relation  to  the  report  of  the  committee  of  Coriference.  * 

Mr.  Chandler,  irom  the  committee  of  Conference,  made  the 
following  report : 
Mr.  Speaker— 

The  committee  of  Conference  appointed  to  consider  the 
disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  bill  entitled  an 
act  better  to  provide  for  the  families  of  our  soldiers,  iiave 
duly  considered  the  matters  referred  to.  them,  and  have  in- 
structed me  to  report  the  following  recommendation,  to-wit : 
That  the  Senate  amendment  be  amended  in  the  second  hjie  of 
the  fourth  section  by  striking  out  the  word  "thirty"  ana  by 
inserting  the  words  "seventy-five,"  and  that  the  Senate 
amendment  as  thus  amended  be  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Mr.  Chandler  moved  that  the  report  be  received  and 
agreed  to. 

A  division  being  called  for,  the  report  was  received. 
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The  House  refused  to  agree  to  the  .report. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chandler, 

A  committee  of  Conference,  consisting  of  five  members, 
was  appointed  to  meet  Senate  committee  appointed  to  con- 
sider the  disagreeing  vote  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  bill  enti- 
tled an  act  better  to  provide  for  the  families  of  our  soldiers. 

The  Speaker  appointed  as  said  committee,  Messrs.  Hooker, 
of  Holmes,  Hardin,  Lyle,  Strong  and  Boddie.  , 

Mr.  Shields  called  up  bill  appointing  medical  supervisors, 

And,  on  his  motion, 

The  substitute  of  the  Senate  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Jones,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  entitled 

An  act  to  aid  in  strengthening  the  army  of  .the  Confederate 
States. 

And  on  his  motion, 

The  constitutional  rule  was  suspended  and. bill  read  second 
time. 

On  his  further  motion, 

The  bill  was  referred  to  the  joint  select  committee  on  Mili- 
tary Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Turley, 

The  House  adjourned  until  3  o'clock,  P  M. 

THREE    O'CLOCK,    P.    M. 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.        , 

There  being*  no  quorum  present, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Martin, 

A  call  of  the  House  was  ordered. 

No  quorum  appearing, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison, 

The  Sergeant-at-Arms  was  sent  for  absentees. 

A  quorum  appearing, 

The  call  was  suspended. 

The  unfinished  business  was  taken  up,  being  the  substitute 
offered  by  Mr.  Harper  for  the  substitute  offered  by  Mr/  Gra- 
ham to  bill  entitled 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  revise  and  reduce 
into  one  the  militia  and  volunteer  laws  of  the  State. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chandler, 

The  substitute  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr^Graham  moved  the  adoption  of  the  substitute  entitled 

An  act  to  change  the  militia  system  of  the  State,  • 

Which  was  lost. 

Mr.  Hicks  offered  an  amendment,  by  way  of  substitute,  for 
original  bill,  being  a  bill  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  en- 
titled an  act  to  revise  and  reduce  into  one  the  militia  and 
volunteer  laws  of  the  State. 
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Mr.  Chandler  offered,  by  way  of  amendment,  a  substitute 
bill. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  amend  the  militia  laws  and  to  aid  the  Confed- 
erate authorities  in  defending  the  State. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hooker,,  of  Holmes,  •. 

The  further  consideration  of  the  bill  was  postponed. 

Mr.  Hooker,  from. the  committee  of  Conference,  made  the 
following  report :  , 

Me.  Speaker — ! 

The  joint  committee  of  Conference,  to  whom  was  referred 
a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  better  to  provide  for  the  families 
of  our  soldiers,  would  respectfully  report  that  they  have  had' 
the  same  under  consideration,  and  have  instructed  me  to  re- 
port that  the  committee  unanimously  recommend  that  said 
bill  be  amended  by  striking  out  "one  hundred"  and  insert 
"fifty"  in  lieu  thereof,  and  recommend  that  said  bill  thus 
amended,  do  pass. 

Which,  on  his  motion, 

Was  received  and  agreed  to. 

The  Speaker  presented  to  the  House  the  following  commu- 
nication from  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  : 

Auditor's  Office, 
Jackson,  Miss.,  Dec.  31,  18G2. 
To  Hon.  J.  P.  /Scales, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

Sir — In  compliance  with  a  resolution  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, this  day  received,  I  have  the  honor  to  report 
that  the  basis  of  distribution  of  the  State  Military  Relief 
Fund",  for  the  year  1861,  was  as  follows,  to-wit: 

Each  county  receiving  its  pro  rata  distribution  of  said  fund 
according  to  the  number  of  volunteers  reported.  The  reports 
of  the  number  of  volunteers  were  received  from  the  Boards  of 
Police  of  the  several  counties  of  the  State,  with  the  exception 
of  the  counties  of  Panola,  Adams,  Claiborne,  Harrison  and 
Coahoma.  The  report  of  the  number  of  volunteers  in  said 
last  mentioned  counties  was  received  from  the  Adjutant-Gen- 
eral, Col.  Jones  S.  Hamilton,  as  per  his  report  now  on  file  in 
this  office.  .     '   • 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hooker  of  Holmes, 

The  House  adjourned  until  1  o'clock,  P.  M. 

1  o'clock,  p.  m. 

House  met. 

Mr.  Terrell  from  the  committee  on  enrolled  bills,  made  the 
following  report : 
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Mr.  Speaker —      # 

The  committee  on  enrolled  bills  have,  examined  House  bills 
of  the  following  titles,  and  found  the  same  correctly  enrolled, 
and  have  presented  the  same  to  the  Governor  for  his  appro- 
val, to-vvit: 

An  act  to  increase  the  manufacture  of  arms. 

An  act  to  authorize  persons  who  may  have  sold  arms  to  the 
State  to  be  paid  therefor. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Governor: 

Executive  Office, 


Dec.  31,  1862. 
Mr.  Speaker — 

His  Excellency,  the  Governor,  has  signed  and  approved 
House  bills  entitled 

An  act  to  authorize  the  removal  of  the  Judicial  and  other 
public  Records  of  counties,  and  for  other  purposes. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Capt.  Henry  .Jamison,  of  Attala 
county. 

An  act  to  legalize  the  assessment  of  the  counties  of  Yazoo, 
Lawrence  and  Carroll. 

An  act  further  to  provide  for  the  public  defense. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dyer, 

The  Senate  message  was  called  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr;  Dyer, 

The  House  refused  to  concur  in  Senate  amendment  offered 
as  substitute  for  House  resolution  disapproving  of  a  certain 
portion  of  the  Exemption  Law  of  the  Confederate  Congress. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shields, 

The  House  insisted  upon  its  amendment  to  Senate  amend- 
ment to  House  bill  in  relation  to  Executors,  Administrators 
•and  Guardians. 

Mr.  Miller,  of  Oktibbeha,  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  requested  to  in- 
form the  House  Why  the  Acts  and  Journals  of  the  last  regular 
session  of  the  Legislature  have  not  been  distributed  as  re- 
quired by  law. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate: 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  has  passed  a  bill  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an 
act  entitled  an  act  to  revise  and  reduce  into  one  the  militia 
and  volunteer  laws  of  the  State,  in  which  they  ask  the  con- 
currence of  the  House  of  Representatives. 

The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  report  of  the  last  appointed 
committee  of  Conference  to  consider  the  disagreement  be- 
tween the  two  Houses  in  relation  to  the  House  amendment 
to  Senate  amendment  to  House  bill  entitled  an  act  better  to 
provide  for  the  families  of  our  soldiers.    The  recommendation 
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of 'said  committee  agreed  to  by  the  Senate,  is  as  follows: 
That  the  words  "one  hundred"  he  stricken  out  of"  the  eighth 
line  of  the  first  section  of  said  bill,  and  that  the  word  "fifty" 
be  inserted  in  lieu  thereof. 

Mr.  Graham  called  up  Senate  message. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Graham, 

Senate  bill  entitled 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  revise  and  reduce 
into  one  the  militia  and  volunteer  laws  of  the  State, 
'     Was  read  the  first  time. 

On  motion  qf  Mr.  Dyer, 

The  constitutional  rule  was  suspended,  and   bill   read   the 
second  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.' Strong, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  Whole  on 
the  bill, 

Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison,  in  the  Chair. 

After  some  time  spent  therein, 

The  committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to 
sit  again  at  9  o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Terrell, 

The  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at   9  o'clock,  A.  M. 


THURSDAY,  January  1,  1863. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Dyer,  by  leave,  introduced  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  are  due  and  are 
hereby  tendered  to  the  Hon.  J.  P.  Scales,  for  the  courteous, 
dignified,  able  and  impartial  manner  in  which  he  has  presided 
over  its  deliberations  during  the  present  session. 

Which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Gulley,  by  leave*,  introduced  the  following  resolution : 

■Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  are  hereby  ten- 
dered to  R.  C.  Miller,  Esq.,  Clerk  of  the  House,  the  Assistant 
Clerk  and  the  Sergeant-at-Arms,  for  the 'courteous  and  satis- 
factory maimer  in  which  they  have  discharged  the  duties  of 
their  offices  during  the  present  term. 
Which  was  adoptrd. 

Mr.  Jones,  from  joint  select  committee  on  Military  Affairs, 
made  the  following  report: 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  joint  select  committee   on  Military  Affairs,  to  wThom 
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was  referred  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  aid  in  strengthen- 
ing the  army  of  the  Confederate  States,  have  had  the  same 
under  consideration,  and  have  instructed  me  to  report  the  bill 
back  to  the  House  and  recommend  its  passage. 

Which  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones, 

The  bill  entitled  an  act  to  aid  in  strengthening  the  army  of 
the  Confederate  States,  was  read  the  third  time, 

And  passed  with  title  as  stated. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wood, 

The  unfinished  business  was   called  up,   being  Senate  bill 
entitled 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  revise  and  reduce 
into  one  the  militia  and  volunteer  laws -of  the  State. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  Whole  on 
said  bill, 

Mr.  Thomas  in  the  Chair. 

After  some  time  spent  therein, 

The  committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  asked, leave  to. 
sit  again  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Which  was  granted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Graham, 

The  House  adjourned  until  3  o'clock,  P.M. 

THREE    O'CLOCK,    P.   M. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
The  Speaker  presented  the  following  communication  from 
the  Secretary  of  State : 

•    ,  Office  of  Secretary  of  State,  ) 

Jackson,  Miss.,  Jan.  1,  1863.      \ 
Hon.  J.  P.  Scales, 

Sptalcer  of  the  Souse  of  Representatives-; 
Sir — I  am  in  receipt  of  a  resolution  ot  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives, requesting  to  be  informed  "why  the  Acts  and 
Journals  of  the  last  regular  .session,  of  the  Legislature  have 
not  been  distributee  as  required  by  law.  In  reply,  I  state  as 
the  reason  "why  the  Laws  and  Journals  of  the- last  regular 
session  of  the  Legislature  have  not  been  distributed  according 
to  law,"  that  the  Public  Printer  has  failed  to  deliever  the 
Acts  and  Journals  according  to  law.  The  Acts  were  delivered 
some  two  or  three  months  since.  A  portion  of  the  Journals 
were  delivered  within  the  last  two  weeks.  A  portion  of  them 
have  not  yet  been  delivered.  I  did  not  distribute  the  Acts 
when  delivered,  because  I  did  not  wish  to  make  a  partial  dis- 
tribution. .  • 
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The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Governor  : 

Executive  Office,      ) 
Jackson,  Miss.,  Jan.  1,  1863.  j 
Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

I  herewith  transmit  to  you  the  report  of  Col.  A.  M.  West, 
Quartermaster-General  of  the  state  of  Mississippi.  At  the 
time  I  transmitted  to  you  the  reports  of  the  heads  of  the 
other  military  departments  of  this  State,  the  report  of  Colonel 
West  had  not  been  handed  in.  And  even  now,  the  report 
has  not  been  s/igned,  for  the  reason  that  the  Quartermaster- 
General — after  preparing  his  report — was  called  away  to  his 
family  in  Holmes  County,  where  he  was  taken  violently  ill, 
and  has  not  since  been  able  to  resume  his  duties.  The  report 
is,  however,  official,  and  shows  the  operations  in  the  Quarter- 
master's department  in  the  State,  since  the  eleventh  day  of 
February,  1862.  JOHN"  J.  PETTUS.    . 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  : 
Me.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  have  refused  to  concur  in  the  Joint  Resolution 
adopted  by  the  House/or  the  adjournment  of  the  two  Houses 
this  day  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  entitled 

An  act  amendatory  of  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  revise  and 
reduce  into  one  the  militia  and  volunteer  laws  of  the  State. 

The  House  is  asked  to  concur  in  the  same. 

The  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following  titles  in 
which  the  House  is  asked  to  concur,  viz: 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  entitled 
an  act  to  suspend  for  a  limited  time  the  collection  of  the  tax 
therein  named. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  aa  act  to.  authorize  the  Southwestern 
Telegraph  Company  to  issue  change  notes  or  tickets. 

The  Senate  have  passed  the  House  bill  entitled  an  act  to 
provide  for  a  guaranty,  by  the  State  of  Mississippi,  of  the 
bonds  of  the  Confederate  States. 

And  have  also,  passed  House  bill  entitled  an  act  to  author- 
ize the  impressment  of  slaves  and  other  personal  property  for 
military  purposes,  with  sundry  amendments  thereto,  in  which 
the  concurrence  of  the  House  is  desired. 

The  Senate  have  concurred  in  the  first,  second  and  fifth 
amendments  of  the  House  to  a  Senate  bill  entitled  an  act  to 
prohibit  the  distillation  of  spirits  from  grain,  and  have  con- 
curred in  the  third  amendment  of  the  House  to  said  bill,  with 
an  amendment  thereto,  and  have  refused  to  concur  in  the 
fourth  amendment  of  the  House  to  said  bill. 

The  Senate  adheres  to  their  disagreement  to  House  amend- 
ments to  Senate  amendments  to  House  bill  entitled  an  act  .in 
relation  to  Executors,  Administrators  and  Guardians, .and  ask 
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a  committee  of  Conference  thereon,  and  have  appointed  as 
said  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  Messrs.  Luckett, 
Ellett  and  Poindexter. 

The  Senate  insists  on  their  amendments,  by  way  of  sub- 
stitute, to  a  joint  resolution  of  the  House  disapproving-  a  cer- 
tain portion  of  the  Exemption  Law  of  the  Confederate 
Congress,  and  ask  a  committee  of  Conference  to  consider  the 
same,  and  have  appointed  Messrs.  Merger,  Moore  and  Loper 
as  said  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  has  adopted  a  joint  resolution  entitled  joint 
resolution  in  relation  to  cotton  burnt  or  destroyed,  in  which 
the  House  is  asked  to  concur.  Said  resolution  requires  the 
appointment  of  a  joint  committee  to  prepare  a  memorial  to 
Congress,  &c.  Messrs.  Yerger,  Poindexter  and  Luckett  have 
been  appointed,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  on  said  committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hicks,  '• 

The  unfinished  business  was  taken  up,  it  being  Senate  bill 
entitled 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  revise  and  reduce 
into  one  the  militia  and  volunteer  laws  of  the  State. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hicks, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  Whole  on 
said  bill, 

Mr.  Thomas  in  the  Chair. 

After  some  time  spent  therein, 

The  committee  rose,  reported  progress,  and  asked  leave  to 
sit  again. 

Which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bardin, 

The  House  adopted  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  (The  Senate  concurring,)  That  the  Legislature 
adjourn  sine  die  on  to-morrow,  January  2d,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Mr.  Dickens  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  any  member  absenting  himself  from  the 
House,  without  leave,  will  incur  the  censure  of  the  same, 
and  shall  be  promptly  arrested  by  the  Sergeant-at-Arms. 

Which  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hooker,  of  Holmes, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  Whole 
upon  Senate  bill  entitled 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  revise  and  reduce 
into  one  the  militia  and  volunteer  laws  of  the  State,  , 

Mr.  Thomas  in  the  Chair. 

After,  some  time  spent  therein, 

The  committee  rose,  reported  bill  back  to  the  House,  with 
amendments,  and  recommended  that  the.  bill  as  amended  do 
pass.  _  •  # 

Which  was  received  and  agreed  to. 
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■On  motion  of  Mr.  Hooker,  of  Holmes, 

The  bill  was  read  thd'third  time. 

Mr.  Strong  offered  the  following  amendment  by  way  of 
Tyder :  * 

Amend  by  striking  out  all  exemptions  in  this  bill  and  the 
bill  to  which  this  is  an  amendment,  except  such  Judicial  and 
State  officers  as  are  necessary  to  hold  the  regular  terms  of 
the  courts  of  the  country  and  fill  the  Executive  offices  of  the 
State. 
'  Which  was  lost. 

Mr.  Jones  offered  the  following  amendment  by  way  of  ryder. 

Amend  by  way  of  ryder  by  adding  the  following  section: 

Sec.  — .  All  who  have  heretofore  furnished  substitutes  in 
the  service  of  the  State,  or  of  the  Confederate  States  ;.  and 
all  persons  who  have  been  discharged  from  the  service  of  the 
Confederate  States  shall  be  subject  in  each  and  every  particu- 
lar to  the  operation  of  this  act. 

Which  was  lost.  , 

Mr.  Bardin  moved  the  previous  question, 

Which  being  sustained, 

The  bill  was  passed  by  yeas  and  nays  called  for  by  Messrs. 
Graham,  Galley  and  Deason,  ns  follows: 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bardin,  Batte,  Billups,  Boddie, 
Brooks,  Clark,  Deason,  Dickens,  Durr,  Edwards  of  Choctaw, 
Enochs,  Fall,  Fatheree,  Fox,  Gaines,  Gunn,  Harper,  Harris, 
Hicks,  Hooker  of  Holmes,  H&oker  of  Lawrence,  Humphreys, 
fIrby,  Jackson  of  Amite,  Lyle,  Martin,  McDonald,  McElroy, 
McLaurin,  Miller  of  Oktibbeha,  Moore,  Nelson,  Powe,  Seal 
of  Harrison,  Shields,  Smith  of  Tishomingo,  Tindall,  Tnomas, 
Turley,  Wells,  Withers,  Wood,  and  Williams  of  Wilkinson 
—44. 

.      Nays — Messrs.  .Brown,    Edwards    of   Kemper,  Graham, 
Gulley,  Hamer,    Jones,  Seal   of  Hancock,   and  Strong — 8. 
•  Ordered,  that  the  title  stand  as  stated.' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas, 

The  Governor's  message  and  accompanying  documents 
were  referred  to  the  joiut  standing  committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas, 

The  House  adjourned  until  7  o'clock,  P,  M.  ' 

*7  o'clock,  p.  m. 
House  met. 

Mr.  Shields  called  up  Senate  message,  being  a  bill  entitled 
An  act  amendatory  of  an  act  to  revise  and  reduce  into' one 
the  militia  and  volunteer  laws  of  the  State. 
Which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Chandler, 
Was  laicLon  the  table. 
H— 5 
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,  A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  supplementary  to  the  act  enti- 
tled an  act  to  suspend  for  a  limited  time  the  collection  of  the 
tax  therein  named, 

Was  read  the  first  time.  • 
Sjl  On  motion  of  Mr.  Hooker,  of  Holmes, 

The  rule  Avas  suspended  and  bill  read  second  time. 

On  his  further  motion, 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  bill  read  third  time, 

And  passed,  with  title  as  stated. 

Senate  bill  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  the   Southwestern 
Telegraph  Company  to  issue  change  notes  or  tickets', 

Was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Chandler,  rejected. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shields, 

Senate  amendments  to  House  bill  entitled    . 

An  act  to   authorize  the   impressment  of  slaves  and  other 
personal  property  for  militiary  purposes, 

Were  concurred  in. 

Senate  bill  entitled   an  act  to  prohibit  the   distillation  of 
spirits  from  grain,  was  called  up. 

Pending  consideration  of  Senate  amendment  thereto, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Graham, 

A  call  of  the  House  was  had. 

No  quorum  appearing, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chandler,  ,  , 

The  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  lriorning  at  9  o'clock 


FRIDAY,  Jan.  2,  1863. 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Journal  of  yesterday  read  and  approved. 

Messrs.  Lyle,  Martin  and  Powe  asked  leave  to  change  their 
votes  on  the  passage  of  a  bill  entitled 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  revise  and  reduce 
into  one  the  militia  and  volunteer  laws  of  the  State, 

Which  was  granted.      * 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wood, 

The  unfinished  business  was  taken  up,  being  the  considera- 
tion of  Senate  amendment  to  House  amendment  to  Senate 
bill  entitled 

An  act  to  prohibit  the  distillation  of  spirits  from  grain. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wood,' 

The  House  concurred  in  the  following  Senate  amendment: 

Amend  the  third  amendment  of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives by  striking  out  the  words  "and  shall  continue  in  force 
twelve  mouths." 
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Mr.  Tindall  moved  that  the  House  insist  upon  fourth 
amendment  disagreed  to  by  the  Senate.. 

And  on  motion  of  Mr.  Wood, 

A  committee  of  Conference,  consisting  of  three,  was  ap- 
pointed on  the  disagreement  of  the  two  Houses  on  said 
amendment. 

The  Speaker  appointed  as  said  committee  Messrs.  Wood, 
Martin  and  Harper. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shields, 

A  committee  of  Conference  of  five/  to  meet  Senate  com- 
mittee on  disagreement  of  the  two  Houses  on  House  kill 
entitled  an  act  in  relation  to  Executors,  Administrators  and 
Guardians,  was  appointed  by  the  Chair,  consisting  of  Messrs. 
Shields,  Hicks,  Miller,  Chandler  and  Tindall. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate : 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  have  passed  a  House  bill  entitled  an  act  to  tax 
unauthorized  issues  of  paper  money. 

The  Senate  have  also  passed  House  bill  entitled  an  act  to  aid 
in  strengthening  the  army  of  the  Confederate  States,  with 
sundry  amendments  thereto,  in  which  the  concurrence  of  the 
House  is  desired. 

The  Senate  have  concurred  in  the  House  amendments  to 
Senate  bill  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to 
revise  and  reduce  into  one  the  militia  and  volunteer  laws  of 
the  State,  with  various  amendments  to  the  said  House 
amendments.- 
i^i-The  House  is  asked  to  concur  in„  the  same. 

Mr.  Shields  moved  a  call  of  the  House, 

There  being  no  quorum  present,  .   • 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas, 

The  Sergeant-at-Arms  was  sent  for  absentees. 

A  quorum  appearing,  < 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wood, 

The  call  was  suspended. 

Mr.  Hooker,-  of  Holmes,  called  up  Senate  message  in  rela- 
tion to  Senate  bill  entitled 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  revise  and  reduce 
into  one  the  militia  and  volunteer  laws  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Thomas  moved  to  concur  in  first  Senate  amendment: 

Amend  by  way  of  additional  section  : 

Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Major  General,  when  in 
active  service,  shall  be  entitled  to  the  same  staff  with  officers 
of  the  like  rank  in  the  service  of  the  Confederate  States ;  and 
that  the  law  fixing  the  salary  of  the  Major  General,  be- and 
the  same  is  hereby  repealed. 

Which  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harper,  * 
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The  second  and  third  amendments  were  agreed  to. 

And  on  motion  of  Mr.  Deason,  , 

The  House  refused  to  concur  in  fourth  amendment,  which 
was  as  follows : 

Am  end, by.  additional  section: 

Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Governor  may,  in  his  dis- 
cretion, detail  any  persons  liable  to  militia  duty  who  may  seek 
to  be  detailed,  upon  proper  showing,  by  affidavit,  that  the 
person  seeking  to  be  detailed  is  the  owner,  overseer,  agent  or 
manager,  of  a  plantation  and  twenty,  or  more  negroes,  and 
that  his  presence  or  that,  of  some  other  suitable  person  is 
absolutely  necessary  in  order  to  secure  the  proper  manage- 
ment of  the  same,  and  that  he  is  not  able  to  procure  the  ser- 
vices of  a  suitable  person  over  the  age  of  fifty  or  under  the 
age  of  eighteen  years  to  manage  and  control  the  same  ;  Pro- 
vided^ the  person  owning  the  same  shall  be  required,  for  such 
privilege,  in  addition  to  his  other  taxes,  to  pay  a  special  tax 
of  thirty  per  cent,  upon  his  State  tax  upon  the  property 
which  the  party  is  detailed  to  take  charge  of,  to  be  collected 
by  the  Sheriff  Of  his  county  at  the  same  time  that  the  State 
tax  is  collected}  which  said  special  tax  when  collected  shall  be 
paid  into  the  State  Treasury  to  be  distributed  as  other  funds 
for  the  benelif  of  indigent  families  of  soldiers;  and  the  Gov- 
ernor may,  in  his'  discretion,  detail  a  suitable  person,  subject 
to  militia  duty,  to  manage  and  control  the  plantation  and 
negroes  belonging  to  any  unmarried  woman  or  minor,  upon 
proper  showing,  by  affidavit,  that  she -or  they  are  unable  to 
procure  the  services  of  a  suitable  person  over  fifty  or  under 
eighteen  years  of  age  to  manage  or  control  the  same,  upon 
the  payment  of  a  similar  tax  as  above,  to  be  collected  and 
distributed  as  above  provided. 

Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison, 

Moved  to  reconsidei1  the  vqte  by  which  the  House  refused 
to  concur  in  first  Senate  amendment.  *   • 

Which  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hicks, 

The  fifth  and  sixth  amendments  were  concurred  in. 
.  Mr.  Edwards,  of  Kemper, 

Moved  the  appointment  of  a  committee  of  Conference  on 
the  disagreement  of  the  two  Houses  on  Senate  amendments, 

Which  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chandler, 

The  joint  resolution  of  the.§enate  in  relation  to  cotton 
burnt  or  destroyed, 

Was  laM  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Jones  called  up  Senate  message  in  relation  to  House 
bill  entitled 

An  act  to  aid  in  strengthening  the  Confederate  States  army. 
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And  on  his  motion, 

The  Senate  amendments  were  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Martin,  from  the  committee  on  Propositions  and  Griev- 
ances, made  the  following  report  : 
Me.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom 
was  referred  a  bill  to  provide  further  means  for  the  support 
of  the  indigent  families  of  our  soldiers,  have  had  the  same 
under  consideration,  and  have  instructed  me  to*  report  the 
same  back  to  the  House  with  a  recommendation  that  the  same 
do  pass,  with  an  amendment:  Amend  by  filling  the  blank 
with  "one." 

"Which  was  received. 

Mr.  Martin  moved  to  amend  report  of  the  committee  by 
striking  out  "one"  and  inserting  "five.'* 

Mr.  Wood  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  "ten." 

Mr.  Chandler  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  to'  the 
amendment  by  inserting  "twenty-five." 

Which  was  lost  by  yeas  and  nays,  called  for  by  Messrs. 
Hooker,  of  Holmes,  Hamer  and  Turley,  viz  : 

Yeas— Messrs.  Bardin,  Chandler,  Deason,  Durr,  Edwards 
of  Choctaw,  Enochs,  Gulley,  Gunn,  Harris,  Martin,  McElroy, 
McLaurin,  Nelson,  Powe,  Seal  of  Harrison,  Seal  of  Hancock, 
Smith  of  Tishomingo,  Tindall  and  Wells— 1.9. 

Nats — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Batte,  Billups,  Boddie, 
Brown,  Brooks,  Clark,  Dickens,  Edwards  of  Kemper,  Fal', 
Fatheree,  Fo^c,  Hamer,  Harper,  Hicks,  Hooker  of  Holmes, 
Humphreys,  Irby,  Jackson  of  Amite,  Jones,  Lyle,  McDonald, 
Miller  of  Oktibbeha,  Moore,  Shields,  Smith  of  Lowndes, 
Strong,  Thomas,  Turley,  Withers,  Williams  of  Wilkinson, 
and  Wood — 32. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harper, 

The  regular  order  of  business  was  suspended  and  the  fol- 
lowing resolution  adopted:  •, 

Resolved,  (the  Senate  concurring,)    That  General  Joseph 
E.  Johnston  be  requested  to  address  the  two  Houses,  in  secret 
..session,  on  the  condition  of  military  affairs,  immediately. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones, 

The  regular  order  of  business  was  suspended,  and  the  vote 
of  the  House  concurring  in  Senate  amendments  to  House  bill 
entitled  an  act  to  strengthen  the  army  of  the  Confederate 
States,  was  reconsidered. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jones, 

The  House  refused  to  concur  in  said  Senate  amendment. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate: 
Mr.  Speaker — 
.    The  Senate  have   concurred  in  the  joint  i'esolution  of  the 
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House  requesting  General  Joseph  E.  Johnston  to  address  the 
two  Houses,  in  secret  session,  immediately,  and  have  adopted 
the  following  resolution,   in   which  the   concurrence   of  the 
House  is  desired : 
'  Resolved,  (the  House  concurring,)    That  a  committee  of 

two  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,   and on  the  part  of  the 

House,  be  appointed  to  wait  on  General  Johnston,  and  con- 
duct, him  to  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives. 
Messrs.  Poi»dexter  and  Davis  have  been  appointed  as  said 
committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Harper  moved  that  the  Senate  message  just  received 
be  concurred  in, 

Which  was  adopted. 

The  Chair  appointed  as  said  committee,  Messrs.  Harper, 
Seal,  of  Harrison,  and  Tinclall. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harper, 

The  House  took  a  recess  of  five  minutes  -to  prepare  the 
Hall  for  the  reception  of  the  Senate  to  the  end  that  the  two 
Houses,  in  secret  convention,  be  addressed  by  General  Jo- 
seph E.  Johnston,  made  in  request  of,  both  Houses. 

The  recess  having  expired,   the  House  resumed  its  session. 

The  Senate,  preceded  by  the  Sergeant-at-Arms,' entered  the 
Hall  and  took  the  seats  assigned  them. 

General  Joseph  E.  Johnston,  escorted  by  the  joint  com- 
mittee of  both  Houses,  entered  the  Hall  and  was  conducted 
to  the  Speaker's  desk. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harper, 

The  convention  resolved  itself  into  secret  session. 

After  a  short  time  the  doors  were  opened, 

When,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Ellett,  Senator  from  Claiborne, 

.The  thanks  of  the  joint  convention  were  tendered  General 
Johnston  for  his  courtesy  in  complying  with  the  invitation  of . 
the  two  Houses,  and  for  the  interesting  and  valuable  informa- 
tion communicated  to  them. 

Hon.  M;*.  Drane,  Senator  from  Choctaw,  moved  that  as  the 
object  for.  which  the  two  Houses  had  assembled  in  joint  con- 
vention was  accomplished,  that  it  be  now  dissolved. 

Which  was  adopted. 

The  Senate  having  retired,  the  House  resumed  the  consid- 
eration of  the  unfinished  business,  boing  the  amendment  of 
Mr.  Wood  to  fill  the  blank  with  "ten." 

.  Mr.  Bardin  moved  to  lay  the  amendment  and  bill  on  the 
table, 

Which  was  lost  by  yeas  and  nays,  called  for  by  Messrs. 
Smith,  of  Lowndes,  Fall  and  Tur-ley: 

Yeas— Messrs.  Bardin,  Batte,  Boddie,  Brown,  Brooks, 
Pickens,  Edwards  of  Kemper,  Fall,  Hamer,  Hicks,  Hooker 
of  Holmes,   Humphreys,   Irby,  Jackson  of  Amite,  Seal  of 


n 

Hancock,  Shields,  Smith  of  Lowndes,  Strong,  Thomas,  Tur- 
ley  and  Withers — 21. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Billups,  Chandler,  Clark, 
Deason,  Dnrr,  Edwards  of  Choctaw,  Enochs,  Fatheree,  Fox, 
Gaines,  Gulley,  Gunn,  Harper,  Harris,  Jones,.  Lyle,  Martin, 
McDonald,  McElroy,  McLaurin,  Miller  of  Oktibbeha,  Nelson, 
Powe,  Seal  of  Harrison,  Smith  of  Tishomingo,  Tindall,  Wells, 
Williams  of  Wilkinson  and  Wood — 31. 

Mr.  Brown  offered  the  following  amendment: 

Amend  by  adding  this  proviso,  viz.: 

Provided,  however,  That  no  person  exempt  from  service  in 
the  Confederate  army,  who  shall  be  taken  into  the  military 
service  under  the  militia  law  of  the  State  shall  be  subject  to 
such  tax. 

Mr.  Hooker,  of  Holmes,  offered  the  following  substitute 
for  the  amendment : 

Insert  after  twenty  negroes,  in  first  section,  "and  a  like  tax 
upon  the  negroes  of  all  other  persons  not  in.  the  military  ser- 
vice of  the  Confederate  States." 

Mr.  Chandler  moved  to  lay  the  substitute  and  amendment 
on  the  table. 

A  division  being  called  for, 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  adoption  of  the  substitute. 

•No  quorum  appearing, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bardin, 

The  House  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 

THREE    O'CLOCK,    P.   M. 

* 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  unfinished  business  was  taken  up,  being  the  motion  to 
lay  on  the  table  the  substitute  offered  by  Mr.  Hooker  of 
Holmes,  f 

Which  was  lost. 

Mr.  Fatheree  offered  the  following  substitute  for  amend- 
ment offered  by  Mr.  Brown: 

Provided,  That  the  said  tax' shall  not  be  levied  or  collected 
from  those  persons  who  shall  serve  in  the  militia  six  months 
or  more. 

Which  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chandler,  , 

The  bill  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  called  for  by  Messrs.  Hooker  of  Holmes,  Brown  and 
Shields :  ,   <  ,t 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Chandler,  Clark,  Deason, 
Durr,  Edwards  of  Choctaw,  Enochs,  Fatheree,  Fox;  Gaines, 
Gulley,  Gunn,  Harp'er,  Harris,  Jackson  of  Amite,  Jones,  Lyle, 
Martin,   McDonald,    McElroy,    McLaurin,    Moore,  Nelson, 
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Powe,'  Seal  of  Harrison,  Seal  of  Hancock,  Shields,  Smith  of 
Tishomingo,  Tindall,  Wells  and  Wood — 31. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bardin,  ■  Batte,  Billups,  Boddie,  Brown, 
Brooks,  Dickens,  Edwards  of  Kemper,  Fall,  Hamer,  Hooker 
of  Holmes,  Humphreys,  Irby,  Miller  of  Oktibbeha,  Shields, 
Smith  of  Lowndes,  Strong,  Thomas,  Turley,  Withers  and 
Williams  of  Wilkinson — 22.  .        • 

Ordered,  that  title  stand  as  stated. 

Mr.  Hooker,  of  Holmes,  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

JResolved,  That  the  Doorkeeper  be*  instructed  to  close  the 
door  and  not  permit  members  to  leave  the  House  while  the 
Bame  is  in  session,  unless  by  leave  of  the  House. 

Mr.  Harper  offered  the  following  substitute,  which!  was- 
adopted : '  > 

Resolved,  That  the  Doorkeeper,  Tn  view  of  the  difficulty 
of  keeping  a  quorum,  be  required  to  guard  the  door  to  pre- 
vent any  member  from  leaving  the  House  without  leave,  and 
the  Sergeant  at-Arms  to  attend  'the  departure  of  trains  to 
prevent  members  leaving  until  the  adjournment  of  the  Legis- 
lature. 

Mr.  Withers  from  the   committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  made 
the  following  report: 
Me.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  beg  leave  to  report  that 
they  have  examined  and  found  correctly  enrolled  bills  of  the 
following  titles,  and  have  laid  the  same  before  the  Governor 
for  his  approval: 

An  act  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  two  medical  com- 
missioners to  especially  attend  to  the  sick  and  wounded  sol- 
diers from  this  State,  in  the  Confederate  army,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

An  act  better  to  provide  for  the  families  of  our  volunteers. 

A.n  act  to  provide  for  a  guaranty,  by  the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi, of  the  bonds  of  the  Confederate  States. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chandler, 

The  House  adjourned  until  7  o'clock,  P.  M. 

7  o'clock,* P.  M. 

House  met. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  : 

Mr.  Speaker— 

The  Senate  have  concurred  in  the  request  of  the  House  of 
Representatives  for  a  committee  of  Conference  upon  the' 
fourth  amendment  of  the  House  to  the  Senate  bill  entitled 
an  act  to  prohibit  the  distillation  of  sph-its  from  grain,  and 
have  appointed  Messrs.  Gordon  and  Ellett  as  a  committee  on 
the  part  of  the  Senate.  .    . 
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The  Senate  insist  upon  their  first  and  fourth  fftnendments 
to  the  House  amendments  to  the  Senate  bill  entitled  an  act  to 
revise  and  reduce  into  one  the  militia  and  volunteer  laws  of 
the  State,  and  ask  a  conference  of  the  two  Houses  thereon, 
and  have  appointed  Messrs.  Starke  and  Ellett  as  saicf  com- 
mittee on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

ThefcSenate  insists  upon  their-  amendments  to  House  bill 
entitled  an  act  to  aid  in  strengthening  the  army  of  the  Con- 
federate States,  and  request  a  conference  thereon,  and  have 
appointed  as  a  committee  of  conference  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate,  MessYs.  Gordon  and  Poindexter. 

The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  following  reports  of  the 
committee  of  Conference  on  the  disagreement  of*  the  two 
Houses  on  the  fourth  amendment  of  the  House  to  a  Senate 
bill  entitled  an  act  to  prohibit  the  distillation  of  spirits  from 
grain,  viz :  The  committee  recommend  that  the  House  re- 
cede from  their  fourth  amendment  to  Senate  bill  entitled  an 
act  to  prohibit  the  distillation  of  spirits  from  grain. 

The  Senate  have  also  agreed  to  the  report  of  the  committee 
of  Conference  recommending  that  the  House  do  recede  from 
its  amendments  to  Senate  amendments  to  a  House  bill  entitled 
an  act  in  relation  to  Executors,  Administrators  and  Guar- 
dians. 

Mr.  Wood,  from  the  committee  of  Conference,  on  the  part 
of  the  House,  mad#the  following  report : 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  of  Conference  upon  the  disagreement  of 
the  two  Houses  upon  the  fourth  House  amendment  to  a  Sen- 
ate bill  entitled  an  act  to  prohibit  the  distillation  of  spirits 
from  grain,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  hav^ 
agreed  to  recommend  that  the  House  of  Representatives  do 
recede  from  their  said  fourth  amendment. 

Which  was  received. 

Mr.  Wood  moved  that  the  report  be  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Tindall  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

No  quorum  appearing, 

Mr.  Strong  moved  that  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  be  sent  after 
absentees. 

Mr.  Martin  moved  a  suspension  of  the  call. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Martin, 

The  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at   9  o'clock,  A.  M. 


SATURDAY,   January  3,  1863. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Journal  ofv  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 
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Mr.  Hooker,  of  Holmes,  moved  a  suspension  of  the  regular 
order  of  business  with  a  view  of  taking  up  Senate  message. 

The  unfinished  business  was  taken  up,  being  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  Conference  upon  House  amendment  to  Sen- 
ate bill  entitled  an  act  to  prevent  the  distillation  of  spirits 
from  grain. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Wood,  * 

The  House  eoncurred  in  the  report. 

Mr.  Harper  offered  the  following  resolution : 

JZesolved,  That  the  Speaker  be  directed  not  to  sign  any 
certificate  for  pay  for  any  member  who  shall  be'absent  at  the 
adjournment  of  this  House,  without  special  leave  of  absence 
previously  obtained  for  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

Which  was  adopted.  • 

Mr.  Hicks  called  up  Senate  message  asking  committee  of 
Conference  on  the  disagreement  of  the  two  Houses  on  Senate 
amendments  to  a  bill  entitled 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  revise  and  reduce 
into  one  the  militia  and  volunteer  laws  of  the  State. 

Mr.  Hicks  moved  to  concur  in  first  Senate  amendment, 

Which  was  adopted  by  yeas  and  nays,  called  for  by  Messrs. 
McLaurin,  Seal,  of  Harrison,  and  Martin : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Batte,  Billups,  Boddie, 
Brooks,  Clark,  Dickens,  Eskridge,  Fatheree,  Fox,  Gaines, 
Hamer,  Harper,  Hicks,  Hooker  of  Holmes,  Humphreys,  Irby, 
Jackson  of  Amite,  Jones,  Lyle,  Miller  of  Oktibbeha,  Moore, 
Nelson,  Shields,  Smith  of  Tishomingo,  Smith  of  Lowndes, 
Strong,  Tindall,  Thomas,  Turley,  Wells,  Williams  of  Wilkin- 
son, and  Wood — 33. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bardin,  Brown,  Chandler,  Deason,  Durr^ 
Edwards  of  Kemper,  Edwards  of  Choctaw,  Enochs,  Gulley, 
Gunn,  Harris,  Martin,  McDonald,  McElroy,  McLaurin,  Powe, 
Seal  of  Harrison,  Seal  of* Hancock,  and  Withers — 19. 

Mr.  Hicks  moved  to  concur  in  fourth  Senate  amend- 
ment. • 

Mr.  Deason  moved  the  previous  question, 

Which  was  lost,  by  yeas  and  nays  called  for  by  Messrs. 
Martin,  Deason  and  Chandler: 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Boddie,  Brown,  Gaines,  Ha- 
mer, Hi«-ks,  Hooker  of  Holmes,  Humphreys,  Shields,  Smith 
"  of  Lowndes  and  Thomas — 11. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bardin,  Batte,  Billups,  Brooks,  Chandler, 
Clark,  Deason.  Dickens,  Durr,  Edwards  of  Kemper,  Edwards 
of  Choctaw,  Enochs,  Eskridge,  Fatheree,  Fox,  Gulley,  Gunn, 
Harper,  Harris,  Irby,  Jackson  of  Amite,  Jones,  Lyle,  Martin, 
McDonald,  McElroy,  McLaurin,  Miller  of  Oktibbeha,  Moore, 
Nelson,  Powe,  Seal  of  Harrison,  Seal  of  Hancock,  Smith  of 
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Tishomingo,  Tindall,   Turley,   Wells.,  Withers,   Williams'  of 
Wilkinson,  and  Wood — 39. 

Mr.  Hicks  moved  that  the  House  concur1  in  request  of  Sen- 
ate for  a  committee  of  Conference  on  the  disagreement  of  the 
two  Houses  on  the  military  bill,  and  that  the  committee  on. 
part  of  House  consist  of  three. 

Which  was  adopted. 

The  Speaker  appointed  as  said  committee  Messrs.  Hicks, 
Chandler  and  Hamer. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate: 
Mr.,  Speaker — 

The  Senate  have  concurred  in  the  joint  resolution  of  the 
House  for  adjournment,  with  an  amendment  thereto  :  to  strike 
out  Friday,  3  o'clock,  P.  M.,  and  insert  Saturday,  the  3dinst., 
at  3  o'clock,  P.  M.,  in  which  they  ask  the  concurrence  of  the 
House.  - 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bardin, 

The  House  took  a  recess  of  fifteen  minufes. 

The  recess  having  expired,  the  House  was  called  to   order. 

Mr.  Hicks,  from  the  committee  of  Conference,   made  the 
following  report : 
Mr.  'Speaker— 

The  committee  of  Conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of 
the  two  Houses  on  the  bill  to  amend  the  militia  and  volunteer 
laws  of  the  State,  have  considered  the  subject,  and  have 
agreed  to  the  following  report,  to- wit :' 

That  the  additional  section  adopted  by  the  Senate  as  an 
amendment  to  the  bill  from  the  House,  be  amended  by  striking 
out  all  after  the  enacting  clause  and  inserting  the  following, 
to-wit :  That  if  upon  a  sufficient' showing  in  writing,  the  Gov- 
ernor shall  believe  that  the  public  interest,  or  the  safety  of 
any  part  of  the  people  would  be  promoted  by  permitting  any 
person  ordered  or  drafted  into  the  service,  to  remain  at  home, 
he  shall  have  the  power  to  excuse  such  person  from  the  said 
service.  And  that  the  House  do  agree  to  the  Senate  amend- 
ment so,  amended,  and  that  the  Senate  agree  to  the  said 
amendment  recommended  by  the  committee  of  Conference. 

Which  was  received. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hicks, 

The  report  was  agreed  to. 

And,  on  his  further  motion, 
'   The  House  concurred  in  fourth  Senate  amendment  to  House 
amendment  to  military  bill. 

Mr.  Jones,  called  up  Senate  message  asking  committee  of 
Conference  on  the  disagreement  of  the  two  Houses  on  Senate 
amendment  to  House  bill  entitled 

An  act, to  aid  in  strengthening  trie  army  of  the  Confederate 
States.  •    •  ■  .  , 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Chandler, 

The  following  Senate  amendments  to  said  bill  were  con- 
curred in,  viz :         * 

1st.  Amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  the  first  section. 

2d.  Amend  the  second  section  by  striking  out  the  words 
"said  marshals"  in  the  second  line,  and  inserting  the  words 
"the  Sheriff  of  every  county  in  this  State  by  himself  or  his 
deputies." 

3d.  Amend  the  third  section  by  striking  out  the  word 
"marshal"  in  the  second  line,  and  inserting  the  word  "sheriff," 
and  also  strike  out  the  word  "marshal"  in  the  thirteenth  line, 
and  insert  "sheriff." 

4th.  Amend  the  fourth  section,  by  striking  out  the  word 
"marshal"  in  the  third  line,  and  inserting  "sheriff." 

5th.  Amend  the  fifth  section  by  striking  out  all  after  the 
enacting  clause  to  and  including  the  words  "of  the  Govornor" 
in  the  fourteenth  line;  and  by  inserting  after  the  word  "failure" 
in  the  fifteenth  line*,  the  words  "by  any  sheriff,"  and  by  strik- 
ing out  all  of  said  section  five  after  the  words  "discretion  of 
the  court"  in  the  eighteenth  line. 

6th.  Amend  the  sixth  section  by  striking  out  the  word 
"marshals"  where  it  occurs,  and  insert  "sheriffs." 

vth.  Amend  section  seven  by  striking  out  the  word  "sher- 
iff" in  the  second  line,  and  also  by  striking  out  the  word 
"marshal"  where  it  occurs  in  said  seventh  section,  and  insert- 
ing the  word  "sheriff." 

8th.  Insert  between  sections  seven  and  eight,  the  following 
additional  section :   ' 

Sec.  — .  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  sheriff  shall 
take  the  receipt  of  the  proper  officer  of  the  Confederate  gov- 
ernment for  every  conscript,  deserter,  straggler  or  absentee 
without  leave,  whom  he  may  arrest  and  deliver  to  such  officer, 
and  shall  be  entitled  to  five  dollars  for  every  such  person  de- 
livered by  him  to  such  Confederate  officer;  and  the  Auditor 
shall  issue  his  warrant  therefor  on  the  production  of  such  re» 
ceipt;  and  such  sheriffs  shall  also  be  entitled  to  receive  from 
the  State  Treasury  the  actual  expenses  incurred  by  him  in 
the  arrest  and  delivery  of  such  conscripts,  stragglers,  desert- 
ers, or  absentees  without  leave,  for  which  the  Auditor  shall 
issue  hrs  warrant  on  the  production  to  him  of  a  detailed  ac- 
count of  said  expenses,  sworn  to  by  the  sheriff  or  deputy 
sheriff  by  whom  the  said  expenses  were  iucurred. 

9th.  Amend  the  bill  by  striking  out  section  nine. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Governor  : 

Executive  Office,      ) 
Jackson,  Miss.,  Jan.  4,  1863.  f 
Mr.  Speaker — 

His  Excellency,  >the   Governor,  has  signed  and    approved 
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House  bills  entitled,  an  act  to  authorize  the  appointment  of 
two  medical  commissioners  to  especially  attend  to  the  sick 
and  wounded  soldiers  from  this  State  in  the  Confederate 
army,  and  for  other  purposes. 

An  act  to  increase  the  manufacture  of  arms. 

An  act  to  authorize  persons  whp  have  sold  arms  to  the  State 
tfo  he  paid  therefor. 

An  act  better  to -provide  for  the  families  of  our  soldiers. 

Mr.  Bardin  called  up  Senate  message  in  relation  to  adjourn- 
ment. 

And  on  his  motion, 

The  resolution  was  adopted.' 

Mr.  Shields,  from  the  committee  of  Conference  on  the  dis- 
agreement of  the  two  Houses  on  Senate  amendment  to  House 
bill  in  relation  to  Executors,    Administrators  and  Guardians, 
made  the  following  report: 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House,  appointed  to  con- 
fer with  the  Senate' committee  on  .the  bill  in  relation  to  Exec- 
utors, Administrators  and  Guardians,  report  that  they  have 
had  a' conference,  and  recommend  that  the  House  do  recede 
from  their  disagreement  to  the  Senate  amendments  to  said  bill. 

Which  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Shields,  '   . 

The  House  concurred  in  Senate  amendment  to  said  bill. 

Mr.  Fatheree,  by.  leave,    introduced  a  bill  entitled 

An  act  to  repeal  section  twenty-two  of  an  act  entitled  an 
act  to  revise  and  reduce  into  one  the  militia  and  volunteer 
laws  of  the  State,  approved  January  24,  1862,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

On  motion  'of  Mr.  Shields, 

The  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Clark,  from  the  committee  on  Claims,  introduced  a  bill 
entitled, 

An  act  making  certain  appropriations  therein  named. 

And  on  his  motion, 

The  rule  was  suspended,  and  bill  read  second  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Harris, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  Whole  on 
said  bill, 

Mr.  Hicks  in  the  Chair. 

After  a  short  time  spent  therein, 

The  committee -rose,  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  House 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass. 
.  On  motion  of  Mr.' Thomas,  * 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Clark, 

The  rule  was  suspended,   and  the  bill  read  a  third  time, 

And  passed  with  title  as  stated. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Edwards,  of  Kemper, 

The  House  adjourned  until  half-past  1  o'clock,  P.  M. 

HALF-PAST    ONE    O'CLOCK,     P.    M. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
The  following  message  was  received   from   the  Governor, 
through  his  private  Secretary,  Mr.  Rives: 

Executive  Office,      ) 
Jackson,  Miss.,  Jan.  3,  1863.  j 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate 

and  Souse  of  Representatives : 
The  most  responsible  office,  and  one  involving  more  hazard 
and .  labor  than  any  other  in  the  militia  of  the  State,  is  the 
office  of  -Quartermaster  General,  combining  the  responsibili- 
ties and  labor  of  Commissary  and  Paymaster  General.  '  I  re- 
gard the  salary  of  fifteen  hundred  dollars  ($1500,)  as  wholly 
inadequate  to  the  risk  and  labor  of  this  office,  and  recommend 
that  the  field  pay  of  Colonel  be  given  for- the  performance  of 
this  duty.  *  I  furthermore  recommend  that  the  pay  of  the 
Adjutant  General  be  raised  also  to  the  pay  of  Colonel. 

JOHN  J.  PETTUS. 
The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate : 

Me.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  report  of  .the  committee  of 
conference  in  relation  to  disagreement  of  the  tw*o  Houses  on 
the  4th  amendment  of  the  Senate  to  House  amendments  to 
Senate  bill  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to 
revise  and  reduce  into  one  the  militia  and  volunteer  laws  of 
the  State.  The  committee  recommend  the  following  amend- 
ment to  the  said  fourth  amendment  of  the  Senate :  Strike  out 
all  after  the  enacting  clause  and  insert  the  following: 

"That  if  ivpon  a  sufficient  showing  in  writing,  the  Governor 
shall  believe  that  the  public  interest  or  the  satety  of  any  part 
of  the  people  would  be  promoted  by  permitting  any  person 
ordered  or  drafted  into  the  service  to  remain  at  home,  he 
shall  have  power  to  excuse  such  person  from  the  said  service." 

The  Senate  have  adopted  joint  resolutions  entitled  preamble 
and  resolutions  explanatory  of  the  reasons  inducing  the  Legis- 
lature to  suspend  for  a  limited  time  the  collection  of  the  mili- 
tary tax  imposed  by  ordinance  of  the  Convention. 

The  Senate  have  passed  House  bill  entitled  an  act  making 
certain  appropriations  therein  named,  with  amendments 
thereto,  in  which  the  House  is  asked  to  concur. 

Mr.  Thomas  called  up  joint  resolution  of  the  Senate  enti- 
tled   preamble   and   resolution  explanatory   of   the   reasons 
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inducing  the  Legislature  to  suspend  for  a  time  the  collection 
of  the  military  tax  imposed  by  ordinance  of  the  Convention. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas, 

The  rule  requiring  joint  resolutions  to  lay  on  the  table  one 
day,  was  suspended. 

On  his  further  motion,  , 

The  preamble  and  resolutions  were  adopted. 

The  following  message  was  received  frem  the  Senate  : 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  entitled  an  act  relative  to  the 
compensation  of  Quartermaster  and  Adjutant-General,  in 
which  the  House  is  asked  to  concur. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Strong, 

The  Senate  message  just  received,  was  taken  up. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hicks, 

Senate  bill  entitled  an  act  relative  to  the  compensation  of 
the  Quartermaster  General  and  Adjutant-General, 

Was  read  the  first  tium. 

On  his  further  motion, 

The  rule  was  suspended,  the  bill  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Martin  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Upon  which  motion  -the  yeas  and  nays  were  called  for  by 
Messrs.  Martin,  McLaurin  and  Enochs  : 

Yeas — [Messrs.  Bardin,  Brooks,.  Chandler,  Clark,  Durr, 
Edwards  of  Kemper,  Edwards  of  Choctaw,  Enochs,  Fox, 
Gulley,  Gunn,  Harris,  Jackson  of  Amite,  Martin,  McDonald, 
McElroy,  McLaurin,  Moore,  Nelson,  Powe,  Tindall,  Thomas 
and  Wells— 23. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Batte,  Billups,  Boddie,  Brown, 
Deason,  Dickens,  Eskridge,  Fatheree,  Gaines,  Hamer,  Harper, 
Hicks,  Hooker  of  Holmes,  Humphreys,  Irby,  Jones,  Lyle, 
Miller  of  Oktibbeha,  Seal  of  Harrison,  Seal  of  Hancock, 
Shields,  Smith  of  Tishomingo,  Smith  of  Lowndes,  Strong, 
Turley,  Withers,  Williams  of  Wilkinson,  and  Wood — 27. 

No  quorum  voting, 

Mr.  Harper  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

A  quorum  appearing, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas, 

The  call  was  suspended. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Governor': 

Executive  Office,      ) 
Jan.  3d,    1863.  ) 
Mr.  Speaker — ■ 

His  Excellency,  the  Governor,  has  signed  and  approved 
House  bills  entitled : 

An  act  to  tax  unauthorized  issues  of  paper  money. 


..  80 

An  act  to  preside  for  a  guaranty  by  the  State  o'f  Missis- 
sippi of  the  bonds  of  the  Confederate  States. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  impressment  of  slaves  and  other 
personal  property  for  military  purposes. 

An  act  in  relation  to  Executors,  Administrator^  and  Guar- 
dians, 

Mr.  Thomas  called  up  Senate  message  on  appropriation  bill/ 

Mr.  Clark  movecLto  reject  Senate  amendments,' 

Which  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thomas, 

The  following  Senate  amendments  were  concurred  in : 

Amend  article  3d  by  striking  out  "nineteen"  and  inserting 
"twenty ;"  and  by  striking  out  "thirty-eight"  and  inserting 
"forty.""  Also,  amend  article  3d  by  adding  the  following 
words  :  "And  to  our  faithfuhnegro  man  Jeffrey,  for  his  owh 
use,  the  sum  of  ten  dollars." 

Mr.,  Withers  from  the  committee  on  enrolled  bills,  made  the 
following  report : 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  beg  leave  to  report  that 
they  have  examined  bills  of  the  following  titles,  and 
found  the  same  correctly  enrolled,  and  have  laid  the  same  be- 
fore the  Governor  tor  his  approval,,  viz: 

An  act  to  authorize  the  impressment  of  slaves  and  other 
personal  property  for  military  purposes.. 

An  act  to  tax  unauthorized  issues  of  paper  money. 

An  act  in  relation  to  Executors,  Administrators  and  Guar- 
dians. 

An  act  to  aid  in  strengthening  the  army  of  the  Confederate 
States.. . 

An  -act  making  certain  appropriations  therein  named. 

Mr.  J(Vnes  offered  the  following  joint  resolution,  which  was 
adopted : 

IZesolved,   (The   Senate   concurring,)  That  a  committee  of 

five  on  the  part  of  the  House,    and on    the. part  of  the 

Senate,  be  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Governor  and  ascertain 
from  him  if  he  desires  to  make  any  further  communication  to 
either  House. 

The  Chnir  appointed  as.  said  committee  Messrs.  Jones, 
Tindall,  Dickens,  Irby  and  Strong. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate:  ! 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  have  concurred  in  the  joint  resolution  of  the 
House  appointing  a  joint  committee  to  wait  on  the  Governor 
and  ascertain  from  him  if  he  desires  to  make  any  further  com- 
munication to  either  House,  and  have  tilled  the  blank  with 
three,  and  appointed  as  said  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
Senate,  Messrs.  Moore,  Starke  and  Jordan. 
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The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Governor : 

Executive  Office,  ) 
Jan.  3,  1863.      j" 
Me.  Speakee — 

His  Excellency,  the  Governor,  has  signed  and  approved 
House  bills  entitled  :  " 

An  act  making  certain  appropriations  therein  named. 

An  act  to  aid  in  strengthening  the  army  of  the  Confederate 
States. 

Mr.  Jones,  from  the  committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the 
Governox*,  reported  that  they  had  discharged  the  duty  as- 
signed to  them,  and  that  the  Governor  informed  them  that  he 
had  no  further  commnnication  to  make. 

Mr.  Jones  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

JResolved,  That  the  Clerk  of  the  House  inform  •  the  Senate 
that  the  House  is  now  ready  to  adjourn  sine  die. 

Which  was  adopted. 

The  hour  fixed  for  adjournment,  (three  o'clock,  P.  M.,); 
having  arrived,  the  Speaker  announced  the  House  adjourned, 
■sine  die. 

H— 6 


'REGULAR  SESSION,  NOV.  1863. 


At  a  regular  session  thereof,  begun,  and  holdcn  in  the  city  of 
Columbus,  in  the  county  of  Lowndes,  State  of  Mississippi, 
in  pursuance  of  the  proclamation  of  the  Governor  declaring 
that  on  account  of  the  exposed  condition,  of  the  city  of 
Jackson  it  was  impracticable  to  hold  the  regular  session  of 
the  Legislature  at  that  place,  on  Monday,  the  second  day 
November,  Anno  Domini,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
sixty-three,  and  of  the  sovereignty  of  the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi the  forty-sixth, 

MONDAY,  November  2,1863. 

Be  it  remembered,  That  on  this  day,  at  the  place  aforesaid, 
the  members  of  the  House  of  Representatives  convened  in 
the  Court  House  in  the  city  of  Columbus  at  12  o'clock,  M., 
and  were  called  to  order  by  R.  C.  Miller,  Clerk. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ragan,  of  Claiborne, 

Mr.  A.  B.  Bradford  of  Bolivar,  was  called  to  the  Chair. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tindall,   of.  Monroe,  .K.    C.  Miller,  of 
Clark,  was  appointed  Clerk  pro  tern, 
\  The  counties  being  called  alphabetically,-  the  following  gen- 
tlemen produced  their  credentials   and  were    severally  sworn 
in  and  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  their  duties  : 

From  the  county  of 

Amite — Moses  Jackson. 

Attala— E.  M.  Wells,  S..H.  Clark. 

Bolivar — A.  P.  Bradford. 

Calhoun— Charles  A.  Lewers,  M.  D.  L.  Stephens. 
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Carroll— W.  W.  Liddell. 

Chickasaw— C.  C.  M.  M arable,  B.  B.  Moore, 

Choctaw — Thomas  Fox,  George  M.  Archer. 

Claiborne — Joseph  Regan. 

Clark— D.  P.  Bestor. 

Coahoma — J.  L.  Alcorn. 

Copiah— W.  M.  Deason. 

Covington — Thomas  Pope. 

DeSoto— M.  D.  Johnson,  H.  O.  Allen. 

Green— 3.  O.  McKay. 

Hancock — D.  Seal. 

Harrison — R.  Seal. 

Holmes — A.  M.  Sessions,  B.  T.  Owen. 

Itawamba — M.  Pounds,  J.  D.  Barton,  Wm.  Downs-.- 

Jackson — W.  G.  Evans. 

Jasper— W.  T.  Powe. 

Jones — Amos  Deason. 

Kemper — P.  H.  Galley,  H.  C.  Robinson. 

Lafayette— Jacob  Thompson,  N.  A.  Isom. 

Lawrence — Hymerick  Hooker. 

Lowndes— *  J.  M.  Arnold,  A.  Murdock. 

Madison— W.  B.  Lott. 
■  Marion— T.  B.  Foxworth. 

Marshall— J.  W.  C.  Watson,  E.  W.  Upshaw,  J.  R.  Daniel,. 
James  Fort. 

Monroe — Jno.  L.  Tindall,  L.  E.  Houston. 

Neshoba — W.  A.  McKay. 

Noxubee — J.  M.  Cunningham. 

Oktibbeha— J.  G.  Carroll. 

Panola— F.  B.  Irby,  W.  C.  Maxwell. 
•  Pontotoc— T.  B.  Dillard. 

Rankin— B.  F.  Sutton. 

Scott — Jno.  R.  Hendon. 

Smith— G.  W.  Stubbs. 

Sunflower — James  Minter. 

Tallahatchie— W.  S.  Eskridge.  . 

Tippah— F.  S.  Wier,  W.  E.  Rogers,  B.  Johnson. 

Wayne — Henry  Gray. 

Wilkinson — Joseph  Johnson. 

Winston — R.  D.  Brown.  « 

Yallobusha — J.  Buntin. 

Yazoo — J.  W.  Barnett. 

Mr.  Lewers  moved   that   the  House  take  a  recess  till  3 
o'clock,  P.  M., 

Which  motion  was  lost. 

The   House   then   proceeded  to  the  election,  of  Speaker, 
Messrs.  Minter  and  Allen  acting  as  tellers. 

Mr.  Ragan  nominated  J.  L.  Alcorn,  of  Coahoma. 
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Mr.  Eskridge  nominated  Jacob  Thomps(»i,  of  Lafayette. 

Mr.  Daniel  nominated  Lock  E.  Houston,  of  Monroe. 

Mr.  Gulley  nominated  Roderick  Seal,  of  Harrison. 

Mr.  Carroll  nominated  A.  Murdock,  of  Lowndes. 

On  the  first  ballot 

Mr.  Alcorn  received  11   votes, 

"     Houston       "  ■      24       " ■    " 

"     Thompson   "  1       " 

"     Seal  "17       "   ' 

"     Murdock      ".         3       " 

"     Bradford      "  1       " 

63  votes  cast. 
Neither  gentleman   having   received  a  majority  of  all  the 
votes  cast  the  House  proceeded  to  a  second  ballot,  the  names 
of  Jacob  Thompson  and  A.  Murdock  being  withdrawn. 
On  the  second  ballot 
Mr.  Alcorn  received  11  votes, 
■      "     Houston       "        34       * 
"     Seal  «        17       " 

"     Bradford      "   ■       1       '" 

.    63  votes  cast. 
Mr.  Lock  E.  Houston  having  received  a  majority  of  all  the 
votes  cast,  was  declared  to  be  duly  and  constitutionally  elected 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  for  the  term  of  two 
years. 

The  Chairman  appointed  Messrs.  Watson,  Thompson  and 
Minter  to  conduct  the  Speaker  elect  to  the  Chair. 

The  Speaker  then  returned  his  thanks  to  the  House  for  the 
honor  conferred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thompson, 

Robert  C.  Miller,  of  Clark,  was  declared  Clerk  by  acclama- 
tion, who  having  taken  the  usual  oath  entered  upon  the  duties 
of  his  office. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Doorkeeper. 
Mr.  Murdock  nominated  Lewis  Green,  of  Lowndes. 
"     Barton  •"  A.  L.  Crouch,  of 

"     Thompson       "  W.  C.  Worrell,  of      u 

On  the  first  ballot 
Mr.  Green  received  21  votes. 
"     Crouch       "  4     * " 

"     Worrell      "        33       " 
Scattering  .  l       " 

•  *      59  votes  cast. 
Mr.  Worrell  having   received  a  majority  of  all  the  votes 
cast  was  declared  duly  and  constitutionally  elected  Doorkeeper 
of  the  House  of  Representatives.  _ 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Archer, 

The  Clerk  was  instructed  to  infoi-ni  the  Senate  that  the 
House  has  met  and  organized  by  the  election  of  Lock  E. 
Houston,  of  Monroe,  Speaker,  Robert  C.  Miller,  of  Clark, 
Clerk,  and  W.  C.  Worrell,  of  Lowndes,  Doorkeeper,  and  is 
now  ready  to  proceed  to  business. 

Mr.  Alcorn  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thompson,  • 

The  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  at  9 
o'clock.    •  - 


TUESDAY,  November  3,  1862. 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.        .  ■ 

Journal  of  yesterday  read  apd  approved. 

The  following  gentlemen  presented  their  credentials  and 
were  sworn  in  as  members  of  the  House. 

From  the  county  of 

Copiah — Samuel  J.  Morehead. 

DeSoto — Wm.  A.  Boon.  * 

Hinds— J.  T.  Rucks.  ;   . 

Lauderdale— J.  R.  McLaurin,  W.  G.  Grace. 

Perry — Hiram  Hathorn. 

Pontotoc— John  A.  McNeil,  S.  D.  Pinson,  S.  J.  High. 

Rankin— W.  K!  Easterling. 

Tishomingo — J.  M.  Prewitt,  Robert  Lowry. 

Washington — J.  1ST.  Fowler. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison, 

Resolved,  That  the  rules  of  the  House  adopted  at  the  last 
session  of  the  Legislature  be  adopted  as  the  permament  rules 
of  this  House,  and  that  each  member  be  furnished  with  a 
copy.  _ 

The  Speaker  appointed  Jacob  Dickinson  and  Richard  Hud- 
son as  pages  of  the  House.        , 

Mr.  Regan  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  resident  Clergymen  of  the. city  of  Co- 
lumbus be  invited  to  open-  the  sessions  of  this  House  every 
morning  with  prayer.  , 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tindall, 

The  House  took  a  recess  till  12  o'clock,  M. 

12  o'clock,   m. 

Recess  having  expired  the  House  was  called,  to  order  by 
the  Speaker. 
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The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate, 
thrqugh  their  Secretary,  Mr.  Porter : 

Me.  Speaker — 

I  am  instructed  by  the  Senate  to  report  the  following  reso- 
lutions which  have  been  adopted  by  that  body : 

.Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  is  instructed  to  inform  the 
House  of  Representatives  that  the  Senate  has  organized  by 
the  election  of  James  Drane,  President,  D.  P.  Porter,  Secre- 
tary, and  B.  L.' Smith,  Doorkeeper. 

Resolved,  (the  House  concurring,)  That  a  committee  of 

three  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  ■■ on  the  part  of  the 

House,  be  appointed  to  wait  on  his  Excellency,  the  Governor, 
and  inform  him  that  the  two  branches  of  the  Legislature 
have  met  at  the  time  appointed  by  the  Constitution  of  the 
State,  and  at  the  place  designated  in  his  proclamation,  and 
that*  the  two  Houses  have  organized  and  are  now  ready  to 
receive  any  communication  that  he  may  have  to  make. 

The  President  has  appointed  Messrs.  Greer,  Patton  and 
Oliver  as  the  committee  for  the  above  purpose  on  the  part  of 
the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison, 

The  message  from  the  Senate  was  taken  up,  the  blank  filled 
with  five,  and  the  resolutions  concurred  in. 

The  Speaker  appointed  as  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
House,  Messrs.  Seal,  of  Harrison,  Thompson,  Bradford,  Re- 
gan and  Johnson,  of  "Wilkinson. 

Mr.  E.  W.  Dale,  representative  elect  from  the  county  of 
Tunica,  presented  his  credentials,  was  sworn  in  and  took  his 
seat. 

Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison,  offered  the  following  joint  resolution: 
■  liesolved,  (The  Senate  concurring,)  That  the  two  Houses 
proceed  to  the  election  of  a  Sergeant-at-Arms  at  half-past  12 
o'clock  to-day. 

The  rules  being  suspended,  said  resolution  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Regan  offered  the  following  resolution : 

liesolved,  (the  Senate  concurring,)  That  the  two  Houses 
meet  in  joint  convention  on  Tuesday,  the  10th  of  November, 
for  the  purpose  of  electing  one  Senator  to  the  Confederate 
States  Congress  to  fill  the  vacancy  occasioned  by  the  ex]3ira- 
tion  of  the  term  of  the  Hon.  James  Phelan. 

Which  was  read  once,  and  laid  over  till  to-morrow  morning. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  : 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  hav^  concurred  in  the  joint  resolution  of  the 
House  in  relation  to  the  election  of  Sergeant-at  Arms  this 
day  at  half-past  twelve  o'clock. 

The  committee  appointed  on  the  part  of  the  House  to  wait 
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on  his  Excellency,  the  Governor,  through  their  chairman,  Mr,,. 
Seal,  of  Harrison,  made  the  following  report :  * 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  joint  committee  appointed  to  wait  on  the  Governor,  re- 
port that  they  have  discharged  the  duty  imposed  on  them, 
and  are  informed  by  the  Governor  that  he  will  forthwith 
make  a  communication  in  writing. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Governor, 
through  his  private  Secretary,  Mr.  Rives : 

Executive  Office, 
Columbus,  Miss.,  Nov.  3,  1863. 
Mr.  Speaker — 

I  am  directed  by  his  Excellency,  the  Governor,  to  deliver 
to  you  his  message  in  writing,  with  the  accompanying  reports 
and  documents. 

The  hour  having  arrived,  the  two  Houses  met  in  joint  con- 
vention for  the  purpose  of  electing  a  Sergeant-at-Arms. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Oliver,  of  the  Senate, 

'The  joint,  convention  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Sergeant- 
at-Arms  by  ballot.  . 

Mr.  Bradford,  of  the  House,  nominated  D.  R.  Corley,  of 
Tishomingo. 

Mr.  Moore,  of  the  Senate,  nominated*  G.  P.  Killian,  of 
Lowndes.  ■         , 

The  President  appointed  Messrs.  Wilson,  of  the  Senate, 
and  Brown,  of  the  House,  as  tellers. 

On  the  first  ballot 

Mr.  Corley  received  66  votes. 
"     Killian  ;      ".       25      " 

D.  R.  Corley  was  therefore  declared  duly  elected  Sergeant- 
at-Arms  for  this  Legislature,  and  the  oath  was  administered 
by  the  President. 

The  President, of  the  Senate  declared  the  joint  convention  . 
dissolved,  and  the  Senate  retired. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Allen, 

The  House  adjourned  till  2  o'clock,  P.  M. 

two   o'clock,   p.  m. 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Regan, 

The  Governor's  message  was  taken  up  and  read. 
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GOVERNOR'S    MESSAGE. 


[The  various-  reports  referred  to  in  the  fallowing  message 
will  he  found  in  the  Appendix  to  this  Journal.— Pbintee.] 


Executive  Office,      ) 
Columbus,  Mississippi,  Nov.  3,  1863.  ) 
Gentlemen  of  the   Senate 

and  House  of  Representatives : 
.^Since  the  last  meeting  of  the  Legislature,  Mississippi  has 
f  been  made  the'  theatre  of  a  continued  v war;  and  notwith- 
standing the  many  sacrifices  of  her  citizens,  and  the  efforts  of 
the  army  sent  for  her  protection,  a  large  portion  of  her  terri- 
tory has  been  overrun  by  the  Federal  army,  and  much  of  her 
property  has  been  destroyed  and  large  quantities  carried  away. 
Their  superior  numbers  have  enabled  the  enemy  to  overrun 
large  districts  of  country,  but  they  have  not  as  yet  been  able 
to.  occupy  permanently  but  an  inconsiderable  portion  of  the 
territory  of  Mississippi.  Corinth,  Vicksburg  and  Natchez, 
with  a  few  square  miles  surrounding  each,  is  all  that  they  can 
justly  claim  as  being  within  their  lines.  The  advance  of 
heavy  columns  of  the  enemy  upon  the  city  of  Jackson  early 
in  May  last,  at  a  time  when  we  had  no  adequate  force  for  its 
protection,  rendered  it  necessary,  in  my  opinion,  to  remove 
the  archives  and  public  property  of  the  State,  as  far  as  I  was 
able,  from  Jackson  to  Enterprize,  where  the  seat  of  govern- 
ment was  temporarily  established.  Since  the  first  occupation 
of  Jackson  by  the  enemy,  Vicksburg  has- fallen,  and  the  Fed- 
erals have  been  again  in  possession  of  the  capital  of  the  State, 
and  it  has  remained  in  such  an  exposed  position,  that  I 
deemed  it  unsafe  to  return  with  the  archives  and  other  publ?c 
property.  I  therefore  established  the  seat  of  government 
temporarily,  first  at  Meridian,  and  more  recently  for  the  con- 
venience of  suitable  buildings  for  offices,  at  Macon.    Yjf 

The  ordeal  through  which  the  State  of  Mississippi  has  been 
called  to  pass  has  been  one  of  sore  tribulation,  and  well  cal- 
culated to  test  the  loyalty  of  her  citizens.  There  have  been  a 
flood  of  rumors  as  to  the  disloyalty  of  particular  districts 
and  localities  of  the  State,  but  I  have  received  no  reliable  infor- 
mation of  any  considerable  disaffection  in  any  quarter.     It  is 
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perhaps  true  that  some  individuals,  taking  counsel  of  their 
fears,  have  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to,  and  sought  the 
protection  of  the  government  of  the  United  States.  But  the 
great  heart  of  the  people  of  Mississippi  remains  as  true  to 
.  the  cause,  and  their  determination  to  succeed  in  the  great 
struggle  in  which  we  are  now  engaged,  and  is  as  hopeful  and 
buoyant  as  when  the  contest  first  began. 

THE  PENITENTIARY — DISPOSAL     OF   THE    CONVICTS. 

Believing  it  to  be  very  certain  thai  the  enemy  would  occu- 
py the  city  of  Jackson,  it  became  necessary  to  make  some 
disposition  of  the  convicts  in  the  Penitentiary;  and  having 
been  informed  that  twenty-five  of  these  convicts  were  un- 
friendly to  oiir  cause,  and  would  in  all  probability  join  the 
Federal  army  if  permitted  to  fall  into  their  hands,  I  deter- 
mined, therefore,  upon  consultation  with  the  superintendent 
*  0  and  supervisors  of  the  Penitentiary,  to  send  these  convicts  to 
some  place  of  greater  security.  I  applied  to'the  Governor  of 
Alabama  for  permission  to  send  them  to  the  Penitentiary  of 
'that  State,  which  he  kindly  granted,  and  they  are  now  con- 
fined at  Wetumpka, 

Learning,  also,   that  there  were  convicts  willing  to 

take  up  arms  in  defense  of  their  country,  I  pardoned  them 
and  caused  them  to  be  mustered  into  service,  and  they  have 
since  been  distributed  to  the  different  regiments  from  the 
State  in  the  Confederate  army. 

A  considerable  number  of  convicts  still  remained  in  the 
Penitentiary  who  were  either  unable  or  unwilling  to  go  into 
the  army.  These  were,  upon  the  near  approach  of  the  Fed- 
eral army,  turned  out  without  pardon.  I  was  satisfied  that 
the  enemy  would  destroy  the  Penitentiary  buildings,  and 
being  unable  to  get  any  safe  place  of  confinement  for  these 
convicts,  I  thought  it  to  be  the  best  disposition  that  could  be 
made  of  them. 

Upon  the  first  occupation  of  the  city  of  Jackson  by  the 
Federal  army,  the  Penitentiary  buildings  were  all  destroyed, 
and  there  remains  now,  of  that  institution,  with  all  its  ma- 
.  chinery,  but  little  save  the  rubbish  of  the  walls.  One  steam 
engine  and  a  lot  of  iron  and  copper  is  all  that  can  be  recov- 
ered from  the  ruins.  I  have  directed  Col.  U.  Bourne,  acting 
Chief  of  Ordnance,  to  collect  every  article  of  value  from  the 
rubbish  and  transport  them  to  Meridian.  I  have  directed  the 
copper  to  be  sold  to  the  Government  of  the  Confederate 
States  for  the  manufactui'e  of  percussion  caps.  The  steam 
,  engine  will  in  all  probability  be  destroyed  by  rust  or  other- 
wise before  the  State  will  again  be  in  a  condition  to  use  it.  I 
therefore  recommend  that  some  disposition  be  made  of  it  by 
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the«Legislature.  I  herewith  transmit  the  report  of  the  super- 
visors of  the  Penitentiary  allowing  that  at  the  time  of  its  de-" 
struotion  it  was  yielding  a  handsome  revenue,  there  being  a 
nett  profit  to  the  State  of  the  last  year  of  $60,490  76. 

There  is  another  matter  in  this  connection  to  which  I  desire 
to  call  your  attention.*  Since  the  Penitentiary  has  been  de- 
stroyed, several  persons  have  been  convicted  of  crimes  the 
punishment  for  which  is  imprisonment  in  the  Penitentiary, 
and  they  are  now  confined  in  the  jails  of  their  respective 
counties  awaiting  some  action  of  the  Legislature,  and  it  is  for 
you  to  determine  whether  or  not  a  temporary  Penitentiary 
shall  be  established. 

INSTITUTIONS    FOR  THE  DEAF  AND    DUMB,    BLIND,    AND  INSANE. 

'  The  State  institutions  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  for  the 
Blind,  have  been  broken  up  at  Jackson.  The  Lunatic  Asy- 
lum was  much  damaged  during  the  seige  of  Jackson  in  its 
fencing  and  outbuildings.  The  main  building  suffered  but 
little,  and  the  institution,  under  the  supervision  of  its  able 
and  attentive  superintendent,  Dr.  Robt.  Kells,  assisted  by  the 
board  of  Trustees,  still  gives  shelter  and  sustenance  to  this 
truly  unfortunate  class  of  our  citizens.  The  money  hereto- 
fore appropriated  by  the  Legislature  has  been  sufficient,  with 
rigid  economy  in  its  -disbursement,  to  keep  up  the'institution ; 
but  the  increased  cost  of  every  article  of  consumption  or  use, 
renders  'it  necessary  for  the  Legislature  to  take  this  subject 
again  under  consideration.  An  asylum  like  this,  for  the  pro- 
tection and  proper  treatment  of  the  unfortunate  lunatics  of 
th'e  State,  was  found  to  be  absolutely  necessary  in  times  (of , 
prosperity  and  profound  peace,  but  now  when  the  country  is 
torn  and  ,  distracted  by  war  and  invasion,  and  our  citizens 
have  scarcely  time  to  provide  for  the  protection  of  the  sane 
members  of  their  families,  it  is  still  more  important  that  the 
Legislature  make  adequate  provision  for  the  maintenance  and 
protection  of  this  unfortunate  class.  I  therefore  recommend 
that  the  Legislature  take  the  affairs  of  the  Lunatic  Asylum 
again  under  consideration,  and  make  such  additional  appro- 
priations as  may  be  found  necessary  for  its  proper  support. 

IMPRESSMENT    OF    HORSES. 

The  cavalry  force  of  this  department,  under  Gen.  Van 
Dorn,  having  been  ordered  to  Tennessee  to  reinforce  General 
Bragg,  the  open  country  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  was  left 
exposed  to  the  cavalry  raids  of  the. enemy  without  any  ade- 
quate force  for  its  protection.  Under  these  circumstances, 
when  the  State  had  been  traversed  from  one  end  to  the  other 
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by  an  insignificant  force  of  mounted  men  under  Grierson^and 
when  the  whole  State  appeared  to  be  in  imrnineut  danger  of 
being  overrun  and  destroyed,  I  -published  a  call  for  volunteers 
in  this  arm  of  the  service  to  serve  for  from  three  to  twelve 
months,  and  meeting  with  great  difficulty  in  raising  the  force 
required  on  account  df  the  scarcity  6f  horses,  I  ordered  a 
sufficient  number  of  horses,  bridles  and  saddles  to  be  im- 
pressed to  mount  and  equip  such  men  as  were  willing  to. vol- 
unteer who  were  unable  to  mount  themselves.  In  obedience 
to  these  orders  .six  hundred  and  nineteen  horses,  and  two 
hundred  and  thirteen  saddles,  and  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
five  bridles  were  impressed  at  an  aggregate  cost  of  two  hun- 
dred and  twenty-four  thousand,  nine  hundred* and  ten  dollars 
and  fifty  cents,  and  placed  at  once  in  the  service.  These 
hoi'ses,  bridles  and  saddles  are  still  the  property  of  the  State, 
to  be  disposed  of  as  the  Legislature  may  direct.  The  princi- 
pal damage  done  the  property*  of  the  State  has  been  accom- 
plished in  the  main  by  marauding  parties  of  the  enemy 
numbering  from  fifteen  to  five  hundred  men.  Against  such 
parties  as  these  it  is  impossible  to  protect  the  country  by 
means  of  infantry  alone.  Such  forces  can  only  be  held  effect- 
ually in  check  by  means  of  cavalry.  I  have  an  xmderstanding 
with  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  also  with 
General  Johnston,  to  turn  the  cavalry  force  raised  as  above 
mentioned,  over  to  the  Confederate  service,  the  Confederate 
government  agreeing  to  pay  for  the  use  and  risk  of  the  State 
horses  during  their  term  of  service,  and  also  to  pay  the  value 
when  any  such  horse  or  horses  shall  be  killed  or  captured  by 
the  enemy.  This  arrangement  is,  however,  subject  to  any 
disposition  which  the  Legislature  may  deem  proper  to  be 
made  in  the  premises.  I  am  well  satisfied  that  Mississippi 
can  be  protected  only  by  mounted  men,  am'  therefore  every 
assistance  that  can  be  consistently  rendered  should  be  given 
by  the  Legislature  to  this  arm  of  the  service. 

ORDNANCE   DEPARTMENT. 

Circumstances  have  forced  the  removal  of  the  State  armory 
from  Brandon  to  Meridian,  where  temporary  buildings  have 
been  erected  for  the  reception  of  the  machinery,  unfinished 
guns  and  guns  out  of  repair,  and  ordnance  stores  on  hand. 
The  fortunes  of  war  have  caused  the  removal  of  the  State 
'armory  twice  since  the  commencement  of  the  present  contest 
— first  from  Panola  to  Brandon,  and  more  recently  from  Bran- 
don to  Meridian.  These  repeated  removals  have  very  much 
retarded  the  repairing  and  manufacture  of  arms.  It  is,  how- 
ever, hoped  that  the  armory  will  soon  be  in  working  order 
and,  that  its  operations  will  not  again  be  disturbed.    For  more 
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definite  information  I  refer  you  to  the  report  of  Col.  XT. 
Bourne,  acting  Chief  of  Ordnance,  herewith  transmitted.  I 
also  send  you  the  report  of  Col.  A.  M.  West,  Quartermaster 
General  of  the  State,  to  Which  I  refer  you  for  full  info rmatiom 
as  to  the  transactions  of  his  department.  The  business  of 
that  officer  has  been  so  extended,  and  the  assistants  allowed 
the  Quartermaster  General  by  law  so  limited,  that  a  large 
amount  of  unsettled  accounts  have  accumulated  upon  his 
hands.  I  therefore  recommend  that  he  be  allowed  such  ad- 
ditional clerks  .  or  assistant  Quartermasters  as  may  be  found 
necessary  for  the  proper  transaction  of  the  business  of  the 
office,  or  that  an  auditor  be  appointed  to  examine  all  unsettled 
accounts  coming  before  the  Quartermaster  General  for  settle- 
ment.   •  • 

ADJUTANT  GENERAL. 

The  report  of  the  Adjutant  General,  herewith  transmitted, 
"will  show  to  the  Legislature  the  number  of  regiments,  bat- 
talions and  unattached  companies  that  have  been  organized 
and  turned  over  to  the  Confederate  government,  ih  this  State, 
so  far  as  the  same  was  done  by  State  authority.  Some  regi- 
ments were  organized  in  the  State  under  authority  derived 
directly  from  the  Secretary  of  War,"  and  their  muster  rolls 
were  never  filed  in  the  Adjutant  General's  office.  Of  such 
there  is  no  record,  nor  is  mention  made  of  them  in  the  report. 
The  report  will  also  show  the  number  of  drafted  men  and 
volunteer  cavalry  organized  under  State  authority  as  State 
troops. 

REMOVAL   OP   NEGROES. 

While  our  enemies  are  unable  to  hold  permanently  any 
considerable  portion  of  the  State,  the  exposed'  condition  of 
the  Northern  onrl  Western  districts  to-cavalry  raids,  and  the 
facility  with  which  the-  enemy  can  enter  the  counties  upon 
the  margin  of  the  navigable  rivers  in  the  State,  renders  it 
necessary  that  the  Legislature  devise  some  means  for  the  pro- 
.  tection  of  the  property  in  those  districts.  Some  means- should 
be  devised  at  least  to  prevent  the  negro  men  from  falling  into 
.the  hands  of  the  Federal  authorities,  and,  thus  becoming  a 
poweriul  auxilliary  means  in  their  hands  for  our  subjugation. 
Every  able-bodied  negro  man  that  falls  into  the  hands  of  th« 
enemy  is  not  only  a  laborer  lost  to  the  country  in  The  produc- 
tion of  supplies  for  the  support  of  our  armies  in  the  field,  but 
he  is  also,  under  the  present  policy  of  the  United  Slates  gov- 
ernment, a  soldier  gained  to  its  army.  This  has  become  a 
subject  of  too   much  importance  to  be  lightly  passed  over. 
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Already  marauding  bands  of  these  freed  negroes  are  desolat- 
ing neighborhoods  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  and  citizens 
of  Mississippi  have  been  murdered  at  their  homes  by  them. 
It  is  the  policy  of  the  United  States  Govornment,  in  the, con- 
duct of  this  war,  to  use  these  negro  troops  to  perfect  the 
destruction  and  demoralization  of  the  country  which  the  Fed- 
eral army  may  occupy.  Such  being  the  intention  of  our 
enemies,  the  whole  strength  of  the  Government  should  be 
brought  to  bear  to  prevent  negro  men  from  falling  into  their 
hands.  I  therefore  recommend  that  the  Legislature  pass  some 
law  for  the  removal  of  all  able-bodied  negro  men  from  the 
more  exposed  districts  of  the  State,  authorizing  the  Governor 
of  the  State,  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States,  or  the 
General  commanding  the  department,  to^nake  such  disposi- 
tion of  them  as  may  be  deemed  best  for  the  public  good — a 
just  and  proper  compensation  being  made  to  the  owners  for 
the  hire  during  the  term  they  remain  in  the  employ  of  the 
Government.) 

SALT. 

Previous  to  the  meeting  of  the  last  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, I  entered  into  contracts. for  salt  with  several  foreigners 
"  who  proposed  to  import  it  by  running  the  blockade,  wrhich 
contracts  I  submitted  to  a  committee  of  the  Legislature.  The 
salt  under  these  contracts  was  to  be.  paid  for  in  cotton.  I 
directed  Col.  West,  Quartei'master  General  for  the  State,  to 
purchase  500  bales  of  cotton,  all  of  which  was  not  bought, 
for  that  purpose,  and  to  have  a  sufficient  quantity  on  hand 
to  pay  for  the  first  cargo.  Fifty  bales  of  this  cotton  was  by 
my  order  delivered  to  one  of  the  contractors,  A.  Minnett,  a 
Frenchman,  to  be  shipped  to  France — he  securing  the  State 
of  Mississippi  against  loss  by  depositing  ten  thousand  dollars 
in  Confederate  notes  with  the  State  Treasurer.  A  flange  of 
Generals  and  of  the  policy  of  the  Federal  authorities  pre- 
vented the  fullfilment  of  these  contracts.  Minnett  and  the 
other  contractors  failed  to  deliver  the  salt  according  to  their 
contracts,  and  the  ten  thousand  dollars  deposited  as  above 
mentioned -still  remains  with  the  Treasurer.  I  sent  Hon.  %D. 
S.  Pattison,  with  twenty  thousand  dollars,  to  Ibei'ia,  in  Lou- 
isiana, in  charge  of  a  steamboat,  to  purchase  salt  for  the  State 
of  Mississippi,  and  failing  in  that,  to  offer  transportation  to 
such  citizens  of  the  State  as  he  might  find  there  with  salt  pur- 
chased for*  their  own  family  consumption,  or  for  the  use  of 
their  neighbors,  without  resale  or  speculation.  Capt.  Pattison 
reached  Iberia  in  time  to  procure,  a  boat  load  of  salt  for  the 
State  and  its  citizens,  but  on  the  homeward  trip  of  the  boat, 
on  Bayou  Tesche,   it  was  stopped  by  Confederate  authority 
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and  prevented  from  a  further  prosecution  of  the  enterprise  on 
account  of  threatened  danger  from  Federal  gunhoats,  until 
the  mouth  of  the  bayou  was  actually  blockaded.  Capt.  Pat- 
tison  succeeded,  however,  after  much  labor,  in  getting,  as  he 
reported,  forty  thousand  pounds  of  salt  delivered  at  Vicks- 
burg.  Whatever  amount  so  received,  was  distributed  to  desti- 
tute families  as  directed.  For  further  information  see  Col. 
West's  report  as  salt  agent.  Capt.  Pattison  has  not  as  yet 
made  a  full  report  and  settlement  of  his  proceedings  as  salt 
agent.  I  am,  therefore,  unable  to  give  the  Legislature  any 
further  information  as  to  his  transactions.  I  also  sent  R.  O. 
Dixon,  Esq.,  as  a  special  agent  for  the*  State  of  Mississippi,  to 
Virginia,  to  make  contracts  for  salt  water,  intending  to  estab- 
lish furnaces  for  the  manufacture  of  salt  on  State  account;  but 
he  could  not  succeed  in  making  such  contracts  as  would  justify 
the  expenditure  of  money  necessary  to  carry  into  successful 
operation  the  plan  proposed,  and  it  was  therefore  abandoned. 

Having  failed  to  establish  manufactures  of  salt  on  State  ac- 
count as  I  desired,  I  authorized  Messrs.  Strong,  Cunningham 
&  Co.,  of  Monroe  and  Chickasaw  counties,  in  this  State,  to 
manufacture  salt  at  Saltville  on  private  account  for  the  people 
of  North  and  Northeast  Mississippi. 

Under  the  act  of  the  extra  session  of  the  Legislature,  held 
in  December  and  January  last,  appropriating  five  hundred 
thousand  dollars  to  purchase  salt  for  the  indigent  families  of 
soldiers,  I  appointed  Capt.  W.  C.  Turner  salt  agent,  and  di- 
rected him  to  go  to  the  salt  works  in  the  State  of  Alabama 
with  instructions,  to  buy  salt,  make  contracts  for  its  manufac- 
ture in  sufficient  quantities  to  supply  the  destitute  families  of 
our  soldiers  if  it  coul<f  be  obtained  in  that  way,  or  failing  to 
get  a  sufficient  quantity,  to  establish  furnaces  and  manufacture 
salt  on  State  account,  xlis  instructions  were  to  get  salt  by 
either  or  all  the  above  means.  In  pursuance  with  these  in- 
structions,  he  Contracted  with for  the  manufacture 

of bushels   of  salt,   to  be  delivered  by  installments. 

For  a  more  extended  account  of  his  transactions  as  salt  agent, 
I  refer  you  to  his  report  herewith  transmitted,  stating,  how- 
ever, that  the  salt  has  not  been  delivered  in  the  quantities 
and  at  the  times  agreed  upon  by  the  contractors.  On  or 
about  the  13th  of  April  last,  I  appointed  Col.  West  salt 
agent,  to  receive  and  distribute  to  the  different  counties  the 
pro  rata  share  -of  whatever  salt  might  be  obtained  by  pur- 
chase or  manufacture,  distributing  the  salt  so  received,  to  the 
Boards  of  Police.  I  subsequently,  on  the  18th  day  of  Octo- 
ber, appointed  him  salt  agent  for  the  State  at  large,  with 
authority  to  supervise  generally  all  contracts  for  the  purchase 
or  manufacture  of  salt  on  State  account,  and  to  receive  and 
superintend  its  equitable  distribution  as  above  mentioned.     I 
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refer  you  to  his  report  as  salt  agent,  herewith  transmitted,  for 
further  information  upon  this  subject. 

Having  purchased  the  cotton  lor  the  purposes  mentioned. 
in  the  foregoing  part  of  this  communication,  and  losing  all 
hope  of  securing  with  it  the  salt  contracted  for,  I  ordered 
Col.  West  to  turn  over  fifty  bales  of  it  to  Dr.  Luke  Black- 
burne,  one  of  the  medical  commissioners  for  the  State,  to  be 
shipped  to  Havana,  in  the  island  of  Cuba,  to  be  there  ex- 
changed for  arms  and  munitions  of  war.  This  cotton  was 
delivered  to  Dr.  Blackburne  as  directed,  but  as  yet  he  has 
made  no  report  of  his  success  in  the  premises. 

WIVES,    WIDOWS   AMD   CHILDBEN    OF   SOLDIERS. 

The  proper  support  and  maintenance  -of  the  widows  and 
children  of  deceased  soldiers,  and  the  families  of  those  now 
in  the  army,  is  a  subject  of  great  importance,  and  deserves  at 
the  hands  of  the  Legislature  the  most  serious  consideration. 
I  regard  it  as  your  solemn  duty  to  make  such  provision  for 
their  comfort  and  support  as  will  no  longer  leave  the  families 
of  our  brave  soldiers  in  anywise  dependent  upon  the  uncer- 
tain contributions  of  private  charity  for  that  support  and 
protection  which  they  have  a  right  to  demand  for  the  sacrifices 
now  being  made  by  their  lawful  protectors.  The  diminution 
of  the  State  tax  will  greatly  diminish  the  military  relief  fund 
now  provided  by  law.  This  diminution,  with  the  increased 
price  of  provisions  and  the  greatly  increased  number  of  those 
dependent  upon  this  fund  for  support,  will,  it  is  thought, 
make  it  necessary  for  the  Legislature  to  make  some  additional 
provision  upon  this  subject.  » 

MONEY.     * 

I  sent  Hon.  A.  B.  Dilworth,  as  agent  for  the  State  of  Mis- 
sissippi, to  the  city  of  Memphis  to  make  contracts  with 
Messrs.  Hutton  &  Freligh,  the  only  persons  known  to  me  in 
the  country  in  condition  at  that  time  to  print  the  Treasury 
notes  for  the  "Cotton  Loan"  in  the  manner  provided.  ►Con- 
tracts for  printing  the  Treasury  notes  for  the  advance  on 
cotton,  of  the  denominations  specified  in  the  act  approved 
19th  December,  1861,  upon  electrotype  plates  as  directed  by 
the  supplemental  act  approved  January  29th,  1862,  and  also 
for  printing  the  Treasury  notes  to  be  issued  on  State  account 
for  military  purposes,  provided  by  an  act  approved  January 
29th,  1862,  were  made  with  them  at  a  cost  of  four  cents  per 
note.  Of  the  notes  to  be  used  as  an  "advance  upon  cotton" 
there  were  printed  six  hundred  and  fifty  seven  thousand,  one 
hundred  and  fifty-six,  which  at  a  cost  of  four  cents  per  note 
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amounted  to  the  sum  of  twenty-six  thousand,  two  hundred 
aud  eighty-six  dollars  and  twenty-four  cents,  ($26,28(3  24;) 
and  for  the  notes  to  be  issued  for  military  purposes  there 
were  printed  two  hundred  and  five  thousand,  two  hundred 
and  ninety-five,  at  a  cost  of  eight  thousand  two  hundred 
and  eleven  dollars  and  eighty  cents,  ($8,211  80,)  making 
the  total  aggregate  cost  of  printing  the  notes  amount  to  the 
sum  of  thirty-four  thousand,  four  hundred  and  ninety-eight 
dollars  and  four  cents,  ($34,498  04.)  The  great  demand  for 
change  notes  of  the  cotton  money  nrnde  it  necessary  to  have 
a  large  proportion  of  these  printed.  This  caused  the  dis- 
proportion in  the  cost  of  printing  the  five  million  "cotton 
money"  and  the  two  and  one-half-millions  of  Treasury  notes. 

There  have  been  eight  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty- 
seven  applications  made  for  advances  upon  cotton,  and  the 
whole  amount  of  the  five  million  of  dollars  provided  by  law 
has  been  exhausted.  The  amount  refunded  on  account  of 
the  loan,  up  to  the  29th  day  of  October,  is  five  hun  died  and 
seventy-seven  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  nims  dollars. 

The  amount  of  money  issued  upon  my  requisitions  on  ac- 
count of  the  military  fund  provided  by  the  act  approved 
January  29,  1862,  is  one  million,  one  hundred  and  fifteen 
thousand,  five  hundred  and  fifty-four  dollars  and  ninety- 
three  cents.  Of  this  sum  one  hundred  and  twenty  thou- 
sand, six  hundred  and  two  dollars  and  twenty -seven  cents 
was  issued  on  account  of  the  appropriation  for  salt,  ap- , 
proved  January  1st,  1863.  The  amount  refunded  on 
account  of  this  military  fund,  is  two  hundred  and  sixty-two 
thousand,  five  hundred  and  eighty-nine  dollars  and  sixty- 
seven  cents,  of  which  twelve  thousand,  five  hundred  and 
eighty-nine  dollars  and  sixty-seven  cents  was  on  account  of 
sales  of  sart. 

The  third  section  of  the  act  authorizing  the  issuance  of. 
these  Treasury  notes  for  military  purposes,  provides,  for 
funding  them  in  sums  not  less  than  five  hundred  dollars  in 
State  bonds,  payable  m  ten. years,  with  interest  from  the 
date  thereof  at  eight  per  cent,  per  annum.  None  of  these 
notes  have  been  so  funded  for  the  reason  that  no  provision 
was  made  for  a  form  or  for  printing  the  bonds,  nor  is  the 
time  or  the  manner  of  paying  the  interest  thereon  prescribed. 

I  have  been  informed  that  some  of  these  notes  are  now 
on  deposit  to  be  funded,  awaiting  the  preparation  of  these 
bonds  and  some  provision  for  the  payment  of  the  interest. 
I  therefore  recommend  that  some  provision  be  made  for 
printing  the  bonds  and  for  the  payment  of  the  interest  an- 
il—7 
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nually  by  coupons  or  otherwise  as  the  wisdom  of  the  Legis- 
lature may  direct. 

The  amount  expended  of  the  appropriation  for  arms 
under  the  act  approved  December  15th,  1859,  is  seventy- 
two  thousand,  seven  hundred  and  forty-five  dollars  and 
twelve'cents,  ($72,745  12,)  for  which  vouchers  are  on  file  in 
my  office. 

I  herewith  transmit  the  partial  report  of  the  Auditor  of . 
Public  Accounts,  made  to  me,  showing  the  condition  of  the 
principal  military  funds  provided  by  law.  and  respectfully 
refer  you  to  the  full  report  of  the  Auditor  and  Treasurer  for 
further  information. 

MILITIA. 

The  many  defects  in  the  practical  operation  of  the  militia 
laws  of  the  State,  makes  it  my  duty  to  call  your  attention 
especially  to  that  subject.  The  Confederate  army  in  this 
department  has  been  constantly  confronted  and  opposed  by 
a  greatly  superior  invading  force,  so  that  the  Generals  com- 
manding have  not  only  been  unable  to  protect  the  State 
from  invasion  by  large  bodies  of  infantry,  but  the  enemy's 
cavalry  have  made  repeated  raids  into  the  State  which  have 
been  alike  destructive  to  the  property  of  the  country  and 
that  cordial  good  feeling  for  and  confidence  in  the  ultimate 
success  of  our  struggle  among  the  people,  so  essential  to  a 
successful  termination  of  this  contest.  While  the  attention 
of  the  commanding  Generals  of  the  department  have  been 
invariable  drawn,  as  of  right  it  should  be,  to  the  advancing 
columns  of  the  invading  foe,  I  have  exhausted  all  the 
means  in  my  power  to  give  them  such  assistance  as  I  deemed 
necessary  for  the  protection  of  the  country  against  raids.  I 
have  kept  constantly  in  the  field  all  the  volunteer  State 
cavalry  that  could  possibly  be  raised,  and  while  I  have  not 
been  as  successful  in  raising  as  large  bodies  of  troops  as  I 
desired,  I  have  given  essential  aid  in  the  protection  of  a 
large  portion  of  the  State  which  would  otherwise  have  been 
left  in  a  wholly  defenseless  condition,  and  I  am  happy  to  be 
able  to  state  to  the  Legislature  that  these  State  organiza- 
tions have  rendered  much  good  service  in  the  Northern  and 
Northwestern  districts  at  a  time  when  there  were  no  Con- 
federate troops  to  spare  for  that  purpose.  Being  mostly  iu 
unattached  battalions  and  companies,  and  well  acquainted 
with  the  roads  and  principal  localities  of  the  country  in 
which  they  have  operated,  these  State  organizations  have 
been  able  to  afford  much  greater  securitv  to  the  citizens  and 


99 

do  mnch  more  damage  to  the  enemy  than  larger  bodies  of 
troops  less  acquainted  with  the  country  could  have  accom- 
plished, after  inflicting  severe  chastisement  upon  marauding 
parties  whose  only  object  was  plunder.  While  other  bodies 
of  the  State  troops  have  been  kept  in  the  field  less  actively 
engaged  than  the  cavalry,  they  have  been  placed,  at  the  re- 
quest of  commanding  Generals,  to  guard  important  depots 
of  public  stores,  and  other  important  points  along  the  line 
ot  the  different  railroads,  and  have  thus  relieved  the  regular 
troops  of  that  duty  and  to  that  extent  strengthened  the 
Confederate  army  iu  the  field.  In  explanation  of  the  causes 
that  occasioned  the  organization  of  the  State  troops  in  the 
first  instance,  and  the  continuing  them  in  the  field,  I  here- 
with transmit  copies  of  the  several  calls  and  requisitions 
made  by  Gen  Ruggles,  Price  and  YanDorn,  and  also  the 
additional  correspondence  with  the  President  of  the  Con- 
federate States,  Secretary  of  War  and  Gen.  Johnston  and 
Pemberton  upon  the  same  subject.  My  efforts  to  place  the 
number  of  troops  in  the  field,  which  I  deemed  necessary  to 
guard  the  State  against  destructive  raids,  have  been  much 
embarrassed  by  the  opposition  of  a  part  of  the  press  of  the 
State  opposing  the  enforcement  of  the  militia  law  passed  at 
the  last  session  of  the  Legislature.  The  great  confidence  of 
the  people  in  the  ability  of  the  Confederate  government  to 
protect  the  State  from  invasion,  induced  large  numbers  of 
them  to  regard  the  efforts  being  made  to  organize  and  bring 
into  the  field  the  militia  of  the  State  as  unnecessary,  and 
the  law  itself  as  impracticable  and  oppressive.  Had  the  ef- 
forts which  have  been  made  to  organize  the  State  troops 
received  that  support,  which  in  view  of  the  great  danger 
threatening  us,  I  had  a  right  io  expect,  there  is  much  reason 
to  believe  that  the  condition  of  Mississippi  would  now  be 
much  better  than  it  is.  A  few  thousand  additional  troops 
at  Jackson  in  May  might  have  held  that  place  until  rein- 
forcements to  General  Johnston,  then  arriving,  could  have 
overwhelmed  the  invading  army  and  maintained  our  posi- 
tion at  Vicksburg.  The  present  condition  and  prospects  of 
the  country  demands  of  the  Legislature  to  seriously  consider 
the  subject  of  a  thorough  and  extended  reorganization  of  the 
military  strength  of  the  State.  I  therefore  again  recommend 
the  extension  of  the  militia  law  so  as  to  include  and  make 
subject  to  militia  duty  every  free  white  male  person,  either 
a  citizen  or  temporary  resident,  not  actually  conscribed, 
between  the  ages  of  sixteen  and  sixty  years  ;  and  as  a  large 
portion  of  these  will  necessarily  be  kept  at  home,  only  such 
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as  are  physically  able  to  discharge  the  duties  of  soldiers 
should  be  sent  to  the  field,  and  the  remainder  should  be  or- 
ganized, armed  and  equipped  for  local  defense  against  sud- 
den raids,  and  held  as  a  police  force  for  the  counties  in 
which  they  live.  The  militia  officers  should  be  allowed  pay 
for  the  time  they  are  actually  engaged  in  the  discharge  of 
their  official  duties.  The  law,  as  it  now  stands,  imposes 
duties  often  arduous  and  expensive  upon  them,  and  makes 
no  provision  for  nay  or  allowance.  I  am  satisfied  if  this 
was  done,  it  would  add  much  to  the  efficiency  of  these  offi- 
cers. The  extension  of  the  conscription  laws  to  forty-five 
years,  has  so  reduced  the  militia  strength  of  the  State  that 
I  do  not  believe  it  necessary  to  retain  the  office  of  Brigadier 
General  ot  militia.  The  Major  General,  with  the  assistance 
of  the  regimental  and  company  officers,  will  be  entirely  suf- 
ficient to  carry  into  effect  any  law  necessary  to  be  passed. 
In  any  organization  that  it  may  be  found  necessary  to  make, 
the  Governor  should  be  authorized  to  appoint  all  the  Quar- 
termasters and  Surgeons.  Under  the  existing  law,  neither 
the  Governor  nor  the  Quartermaster  General  have  had  the 
control  over  these  officers  which  in  my  opinion  the 
good  of  the  service  requires. 

SALARIES    OF    STATE    OFFICERS. 

The  salaries  of  the  State  officers  were  fixed  by  law  at  a 
time  when  provisions  and  property  were  at  a  low  valuation 
compared  to  the  present  exorbitant  prices  at  which  every 
species  of  property  and  provisions  is  held.  The  pay.  which 
is  allowed  to  these  officers,  if  made  in  the  currency  of  the 
country,  is  not  sufficient  to  give  them  that  support  and  main- 
tenance which  the  credit  of  the  State  demands  they  should 
receive.  I  therefore  recommend  that  their  salaries  be  in- 
creased. 

I  have  sought  from  the  beginning  of  the  war  to  the  pres- 
ent time  to  make  the  largest  preparation  to  meet  our 
enemies  which  the  meaus  and  power  q^traqtcd  to  me  enabled 
me  to  make.  I  have  believed  it  bettor  to  spend  what,  we 
have  in  manly  resistance  than  permit  it  to  become  the  prey 
of  plundering  invaders,  and  in  this  my  last  message  to  the 
representatives  of  a  people  'threatened  oy  a  more  destruc- 
tive invasion  than  any  in  modern  times— in  view  of  the 
known  purpose  of  the  enemy  to  lay  waste  our  landaud  con- 
fiscate whatever  escapes  the  ravages  of  war — in  view  of  the 
known  determination  of  the  Lincoln  government  to  reduce 
this  people  to  a  condition  far  worse  than  European  suifdom 
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— -m  view  of  that  "dark  durance"  this  and  succeeding  gen- 
erations are  doomed  should  Federal  arms  prevail— permit 
me  earnestly  to  recommend  that  no  consideration  of  dollars 
and  cents  should  stand  in  the  way  of  the  amplest  prepara- 
tion of  men  and  means,  and  the  most  extreme  measures  for 
the  defense  of  the  country.  There  is  no  half-way  house 
of  rest  in  this  revolution.  Independence  or  death,  or  that 
which  is  worse  than  death,  are  the  alternatives  presented  to 
this  people,  and  the  sooner  this  truth  is  fully  realized  and 
acted  upon,  the  better  for  us  and  our  children.  May  God 
who  favors  the  just  cause  and  blesses  with  success  fidelity, 
patriotism  and  courage,  preside  over  your  deliberations  and 
direct  your  councils.  JOHN  J.  PETTUS. 

Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison,  moved  that  the  Governor's  message 
be. laid  on  the  table,  2,000  copies  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
House,  and  that  it  be  made  the  special  order  of  the  day  for 
Friday  next  at  12  o'clock,  M. 

Which  was  adopted. 

The  following  bills  were  introduced,  read  three  several 
times,  the  rules  being  suspended,  and  passed,  the  titles  stand- 
ing as  stated : 

By  Mr.  Regan : 

An  act  entitled  an  act  to  remove  the  civil  disabilities  of 
.Walter  McDougal,  a  minor. 

By  Mr.  Downs : 

An  act  to  amend  the  school  laws  of  the  county  of  Ita- 
wamba. 

By  Mr.  Powe: 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives  and  President  of  the  Senate  to  ap- 
point messengers  between  the  two  bodies.        * 

By  Mr.  Archer : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act 
to  incorporate  the  Mississippi  Manufacturing  Company. ' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bradford, 

The.  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  at  9^ 
o'clock.  •    " 


WEDNESDAY,  November  4,  1863. 


House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Journal  of  yesterday  read  and  approved. 
Prayer  by  the  ReV.  Dr.  Lyon. 
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The  Speaker  announced  the  following  standing  committees  : 

On1  the  Judiciary. — Messrs.  "Watson,  Seal  of  Harrison, 
Rucks,  Hicks,  Po  we,  Lewers  and  Upshaw. 

Ways  and  Means— Messrs.  Thompson,  Alcorn,  Murdock, 
Tindall   Bestor,  Cunningham  and  McLemore. 

Propositions  and  Grievances — Messrs.  Wells,  Moore, 
Ilendon,  Minter,  Sessions,  Brown  and  Lott. 

Military  Affairs — Messrs.  Upshaw,  Stephens,  Taylor, 
Jackson  and  Arnold. 

Elections — Messrs.  Seal  of  Harrison,  Hicks,  Eskridge, 
Irby,  McGehee,  Lowry  and  Carroll. 

Education — Messrs.  Bestor,  Fort,  McNiel,  Stubbs  of 
Smith,  and  McKay  of  Neshoba. 

Corporations — Messrs.  Hicks,  Owen,  Johnson  of  Wilkin- 
son, Barton  and  Gulley. 

County  Boundaries — Messrs.  Tindall,  High,  McKay  of 
Green,  McLaurin  and  Downs. 

Public  Lands — Messrs.  Fox,  Morehead,  Isom  and  Sutton. 

Unfinished  Business — Messrs.  Daniel,  Liddell,  Foxworth, 
Hooker,  Lambeth,  McElroy  and  Dale. 

Also,  the  following  jornt  standing  committtees: 

On  State  and  Confederate  Relations — Messrs.  Brad- 
ford, Thompson,  Seal  of  Harrison,  Moore  and  Barnett. 

On  Internal  Improvements — Messrs.  Aicorn,  Fowler,. 
Miuter,  Gowan  and  Prewitt. 

Claims — Messrs.  Murdock,  Dillard,  Kirk,  Marable  and 
Robinson. 

Penitentiary — Messrs.  Rucks,  Deason  of  Copiah,  Lott 
and  Yandell. 

Lunatic  Asylum — Messrs.  Liddell,  Regan,  Pope,  Allen 
and  Ross. 

Institution  for  the  Blind. — Messrs.  Fox,  Falconer, 
Evans,  Montgomery  and  Ware. 

Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb — Messrs.  Dale, 
Jackson,  Rogers,  Pounds  and  Clark.  » 

Enrolled  Bills — Messrs.  Johnson  of  DeSoto,  Powe,  Har- 
ris, Deason  of  Jones,  and  Shelley. 

Messrs.  Thos.  R.  Gowan,  of  Simpson,  C.  T.  Kirk,  of  Win- 
ston, and  Wm.  H.  Taylor,  of  Hinds,  presented  their  creden- 
tials and  were  sworn  in  as  members. 

W.  C.  Worrell,  Doorkeeper  elect  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, appeared  and  took  the  oath  of  office. 

Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison,  offered  the  following  joint  resolution 
which  was  adopted,  the  rule  being  suspended  : 

Resolved^  (The  Senate  concurring,)  That  the  Sergeaut-at- 
Arms  make  arrangements  with  the  Postmaster  of  this  place 
for  mailing  all  public  documents  of  the  Legislature,  and  that 
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the  Postmaster  present  his  account  for  the  same  to  the  com- 
mittee on  Claims  for  payment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eskridge, 

Resolved,  That  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  be  and  lie 
is  hereby  instructed  to  furnish  stationery  necessary  for  the 
use  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Murdock  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Hesolved,  That  the  regular  hours  for  the  sessions  of  this 
House  shall  be  from  9  A.  M.  to  1  P.  M.,  and  from  2  to  4  P.  M. 

;Vr.  Thompson  moved,  to  amend  by  striking  out  9  oVlock 
and  inserting  10  o'clock. 

Mr.  Regan  moved  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table, 

Which  motion  was  lost. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption  of  Mr.  Thomp- 
son's amendment,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  yeas  and 
nays  as  follows,  Messrs.  Eskridge,  Archer  and  Murdock  call-, 
ing  for  them: 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Archer,  Bradford,  Bestor, 
Brown,  Buntin,  Barnett,  Cunningham,  Deason  of  Copiah, 
Daniel,  Dillard,  Dale,  Easterling,  Fowler,  Foxworth,  Fort, 
Grace,  High,  Ilendon,  Isom,  Irby,  Johnson  of  Wilkinson, 
Johnson  of  Tippah,  .Kirk,  Lott,  Lowry,  Morehead,  Maxwell, 
McKay  of  Neshoba,  McNiel,  Pope,  Powe,  Pinson,  Prewitt, 
Regan,  Rucks,  Rogers,  Seal  of  Hancock,  Sutton,  Stubbs  of- 
Smifh,   Taylor,  Thompson,  Upshaw,  Wier  and  Watson — 45. 

Nays — Messrs.  Allen,  Arnold,  Boon,  Barton,  Clark,  Car- 
roll, Downs,  Deason  of  Jones,  Evans,  Eskridge,  Fox,  Gully, 
Gowan,  Gray,  Hooker,  Hathorn,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  DeSoto, 
Liddell,  Lewers,  Marable,  Murdock,  McKay  of  Green,  Mc- 
Laurin,  Owen,  Robinson,  Seal  of  Harrison,  Sessions,  Stephens 
and  Wells— 30. 

Mr.  Powe  offered  the  following  substitute,  which 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison, 

Was  laid  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  the  regular  hours  of  meeting  of  the  House, 
at  the  present  session,  shall  be  as  follows:  to  meet  at  10  A. 
M.  and  adjourn  at  1  P.  M.,  and  meet  at  3  P.  M. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  DeSoto,  offered  the  following  substitute, 
which, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison, 

Was  laid  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  That  the  regular  hours  for  the  meetings  and  ad- 
journments of  this  body  for  the  present  session  be  as  follows: 
Meet  at  9£  A.  M.  and  adjourn  at  12$  P.  M.,  meet  at  2^  P.  M. 
and  adjourn  at  4§  P.  M. 

Mr.  Dale  offered  the  following  amendment,  which  was 
adopted : 


104 

"Strike  .out  all  after  the  hour  of  meeting  in  the  morning." 
The  Speaker  presented  the  following  communications  to  the 
House : 

•    Office  of  Secretary  of  State,  ) 
Columbus,  Miss.,  Nov.  4,  1S63.      ) 
Hon.  L.  E.  Houston, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  : 

.Sir — I  have  the  honor,  through  you,   to   transmit   to  the# 
Legislature  the  votes   cast   for   Governor  in   the   respective 
counties  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  on  Monday,  the  5th  day 
October,  A.  D.  1S63,  which  have  been  received  at  this  office. 

Separate  sealed  returns  have  been  made  from  thirty-five 
counties.  From  the  counties  of  Adams,  Claiborne,  Harrison, 
Issaquena,  Tunica,  Warren  and  Washington,  no  returns  have 
been  received. 

From,  the  residue  of  counties  from  which  no'separatc  sealed 
returns  were  received,  I  herewith  enclose  the  general  returns 
in  which  are  stated  the  vote  for  Governor. 

Auditor's  Office,    •  ) 
Columbus,  Miss.,  No.  4,  1S6:>.  ) 
Hon.  L.  E.  Houston, 

/Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

Sir — Owing  to  the  difficulty  of  procuring  paper  for  the 
use  of  the  Legislature,  I  will  not  be  able  to  furnish  the.usual 
abundant  supply  for  the  use  of  the  members,  but  will  con- 
tinue to  furnish  such  supply  of 'stationery -as  I  have  on  hand. 

The  counties  being  called  alphabetically, 

Mr.  Barton  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

A:\  act  for  the  relief  of  M.  D.  Files,, Sheriff  of  Itawamba 
county, 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  Downs  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Police  of  Itawamba 
county  to  borrow  money  from  the  school  fund, 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rides,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  Education. 

Mr.  Murdoch  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Police  Court  of  Lowndes  county  to 
fix  the  fees  of  Jailors, 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  therules. 

Mr.  Fox  moved  to  amend  by  adding  the  county  of  Choctaw. 

Mr.  Powe  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  the  "county  of 
Lowndes"  and  inserting  the  "Boards  of  Police  of  the  several 
counties  of  the  State." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seal, 
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The  bill  and  amendments  were  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
committee. 

Mr.  Dale  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  repeal  an  act  therein  named, 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rides,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  Internal  Improvements. 

Mr.  Regan  called  up  the  joint  resolution  offered  by  him  on 
yesterday  in  relation  to  the  election  of  Confederate  States 
Senator. 

Mr.  Thompson  moved  that  the  farther  consideration  of  the 
resolution  be  postponed  until  Wednesday,  the  ISth  instant, 

Which  was  lost. 

On  motion,  the  resolution  was  amended  by  striking  out 
"Tuesday,  the  lQth,"  and  inserting  "Thursday,  the  12th 
inst.,"  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Arnold  offered  the  following  joint  resolution,  which 
was  adopted,  the  rules  being  suspended. 

.Resolved,  (the  Senate  concurring,)  •  That  the  two  Houses 
convene  in  the  Representative  Hall  on  Thursday,  the  5th  in- 
stant, at  11  o'clock,  in  order  that  the  returns  of  the  late  elec- 
tion for  Governor  of  the  State  may  be  opened  and  published. 

Mr.  Upshaw  offered  the  following  joint  resolution,  which 
was  read  once : 

Resolved:,  (the  Senate  concurring,)  That  the  Confederate 
State  Senators  from -this  State  be  instructed,  and  the  members 
of  Congress  from  the  different  Districts  from  Mississippi  be 
requested,  to  use  their  best  endeavors  to  procure  all  things 
necessary  to' be  done  to  make  Confederate  Treasury  notes  a 
legal  tender  in  all  contracts  whatever,  throughout  the  Confed- 
erate States. 

Mr.  Isom  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on.  Elections  be  instructed 
to  report  upon  the  constitutionality  of  Confederate  military 
officers  occupying  seats  in  this  House  as  members, 

Which  was  lost. 

Mr.  Cunningham  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  entitled  an  act  better  to 
provide  for  the  families  of  our  soldiers,  approved  January  3, 
1863, 

Which  was  read  once. 

Mr.  Go  wan  gave  notice  that  on  to  morrow  he  would  in- 
troduce bills  entitled : 

An-  act  to  amend  the  election  laws  of  this  State  ;  and 

An  act  to  amend  the  laws  of  this  State  prohibiting  the  pay- 
ment of  debts  until  twelve  months  after  the  close  of  the  war. 

Mr.  Murdock  gave  notice  that  on  to-morrow  he  would 
introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  enforce  the  collection  laws  of  this  State. 
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Mr.  Eskridge  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  to-morrow  in- 
troduce a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  for  relief  of  Clerks  of  Courts  of  Record  of  this  State. 

Mr.  Lewers  gave  notice  of  the  introduction  of  the  follow- 
ing bills: 

An  act  regulating  the  payment  of  debts. 

An  act  to  prevent  the  sale  of  and  speculation  in  certain 
commodities. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate: 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  has  passed  the  House  bill  providing  for  the 
appointment  of  messengers  to  the  two  Houses  of  this  Legis- 
lature. , 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Downs, 

The  House  adjourned  till  2  o'clock,  P.  M.' 

two    o'clock,   p.  m. 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Downs,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Police  of  Itawamba 
county  to  make  a  certain  appropriation  therein  named, 

Which  was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  Cunningham  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
was  adopted : 

Mesoljed,  That  the  committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  abolishing  the 
militia  system  as  it  now  exists  in  the  State,  and  report  to  this 
House  at  as"  eai'ly  a  day  as  possible,  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Owen  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted : 

Mesolved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  by  the 
Speaker  to  ascertain  what  portion  of  the  documents  accom- 
panying the  Governor's  message  should  be  printed,  and  that 
100  copies  of  such  documents  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the 
House,  and  that  the  committee  report  by  to-morrow  morning 
at  10  o'clock. 

The  Speaker  appointed  as  said  committee  Messrs.  Owen, 
Thompson,  Eskridge,  Seal  of  Harrison  andDillard. 

The  committee  oh  Enrolled  Bills  made  the  following  report: 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  have  examined  a  bill  enti- 
tled "an  act  to  authorize  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives and  President  of  the  Senate -to  appoint  messengers 
between  the  two  bodies,"  and  fiud  the  same  correctly  enrojled. 

Mr.  Rucks  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted : 
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Resolved^  That  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  be  authorized  to  em- 
ploy a  carpenter  to  construct  suitable  temporary  writing  desks 
for  each  member  of  this  House. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Governor, 
through  his  private  Secretary,  Col.  J.  H.  Rives: 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Governor  has  approved  and  signed  the  following 
House  bill : 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Represen- 
tatives and  the  President  of  the  Senate  to  appoint  messengers 
between  the  two  bodies. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rogers, 

The  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 


THURSDAY,  November   5,  1S63. 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stainback. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Robert  E.  Wynne,  of  Yallobusha,  presented  his  cre- 
dentials, and  was  sworn  in  as  a  member  of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tindall,  Mr.  Bradford  was  added  to  the 
committee  on  Militarry  Affairs. 

The  Speaker  announced  the  following  committees: 

Ok  Auditor's  Office — Messrs.  Fort,  Johnson  of  De 
Soto,  Murdock,  Gray  and  Seal  of  Hancock.  • 

On  Tteasurer's  Office.-— Messrs.  Clark,  Brown,  John- 
son of  Tippah,  Boon  and  Harris. 

On  Library. — Messrs.  Archer,  Rucks,  Morehead,  Lott 
and  Barton. 

On  Public  Buildings. — Messrs.  Hathorn,  Taylor,  Mont- 
gomery, Grace  and  Isom. 

On  State  University. — Messrs.  Alcorn,  Tindall,  Arnold, 
Gowan  andBestor. 

Mr.  Owen,  from  a  Select  Committee,  .made  the  following 
report,  which  was  received  and  agreed  to  : 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  appointed  to  examine  and  ascertain  what 
portion  of  the  documents  accompanying  the  Governor's 
message  should  be  printed  for  the  information  of  the  House, 
report  in  favor  of  printing  the  following  in  the  order  set 
forth : 
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1st.     Auditor's  Report. 

2d.  A.  M.  West's  Report  as  salt  agent,  and  accompany- 
ing documents. 

8d.  W.  C.  Turner's  Report  as  salt  agent,  and  accompany- 
ing documents. 

4th.     TJ.  Bourne's  Ordnance  Report  and  exhibit  A. 

5th.  C.  H.  Manship's  Report  as  inspector  of  the  Peniten- 
tiary. 

Gth.  A.  M.  West's  Quartermaster's  Report  and'accompa- 
nying  documents. 

7th.  J.  S.  Hamilton's  Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's 
Report. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  en- 
titled "  An  act  to  amend  Art.  15,  of  chapter  4,  of  the  Revised 
Code."  •  ■     .. 

Which  was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  and  passed,  the  title  standirig  as  stated. 

Mr.  Tindall  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  to-morrow,  or 
some  future  day,  introduce  bills  of  the  following  titles  : 

An  act  to  provide  assessment  rolls  for  the  several  counties 
of  this  State. 

An  act  to  revise  and- amend  '*  An  act  to  extend  the  time 
for  the  collection  of  taxes  ior  the  current  fiscal  year,  approv- 
ed December  20th,  1S61,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Mr.  Allen,  by  leave,,  introduced  a  bill  to.  be  entitled  "An 
act  for  the  relief  of  certain  tax  collectors,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses." 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Wilkinson,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to 
be  entitled  "  An  act  to  amend  chapter  8  of  the  Revised 
Code,  entitled  'An  act  establishing  the  fees  of  certain  offi- 
cers,' so  far  as  relates  to  the  clerks  of  the'Chancery  and  i  ro- 
bate  Courts  of  Wilkinson  county";" 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 
||Mr.  Regan    offered'  the  following  resolution,    which   was 
adopted : 

llesolved,  That  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  be  re- 
quested to  inform-thtf  House  of  the  number  of  soldiers  in  the 
State  and  Confederate  service,  whose  names  have  been  sent 
up.  by  the  Board  of  Police  of  the  several  counties  of  this 
State,  as  provided  for  by  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  better  to 
provide  for  the  families  of  our  soldiers,"  approved  January 
3d,  1863;  the  amount  of  money  collected  under  the  provi- 
sion of  said  act,  and  the  amount  distributed  to  each  county 
for  the  relief  of  the  families  of  soldiers  of  the  State  and  Con- 
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federate  service,  and  the  amount  of  money  (if  any)  belonging 
to  said  fund. 

Mr.  Fowler,  of  Washington,  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion which  was  adopted : 

Mesolved,  That  the  Chair  appoint,  a  Special  Committee  of 
rive  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  report,  at  as  early  a  clay  as 
practicable  during  the. session  of  the  Legislature,  a  bill  for  the 
relief  of  indigent  families  of  soldiers  in  the  service  of  the  Con- 
federate States. 

The  Chair  appointed  as  said  committee  Messrs.  Fowler, 
Hicks,  Dale,  Tindall  and  Barnett. 

Mr.  Murdock  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Mesolved,  That  the  Judiciary  Committee  be  instructed  to 
inquire  into  and  report  whether  military  offices  held  under 
the  authority  of  the  Confederate  States  are  lucrative  offices, 
as  contemplated  in  section  27  of  Art.  3  of  the  Constitution 
of  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

Which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson  of  De  Soto,  was  hud  on 
the  table,  by  yeas  and  nays  called  for  by  Messrs.  Murdock, 
Carroll  and  Barton,  as  follows  : 

|H Yeas— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Archer,  Allen,  Bradford, 
Boon,  Buntin,  Barnett.  Deason  •  of  Copiah,  Daniel,  Evans, 
Easterling,  Eskridge,  Fowler,  Fox,  Foxworth,  Fort,  Gully, 
Grace,  Gowan,  Gray,  Hooker,  High,  Irby,  Jackson,  Johnson 
of  De  Soto,  Johnson  of  Wilkinson,  Johnson  of  Tippah,  Kirk, 
Liddell,  Lowry,  Lewers,  Marable,  Morehead,  Maxwell, 
McKay  of  Green,  McKay  of  Neshoba,  McNeal,  Owen,  Pope, 
Powe,  Pinson,  Prewitt,  Rucks,  Robinson,  Seal  of  Harrison, 
Seal  of  Hancock,  Sessions,  Sutton,  Stubbs  of  Smith,  Stephens, 
Taylor,  Thompson,  Tindall,  Upshaw,  Wells,  Wier,  Watson 
and  Wynne — 53. 

Nats — Messrs.  Arnold,  Bestor,  Barton,  ...Brown,  Clark, 
Cunningham,  Carroll,  Downs,  Deason  of  Jones,  Dillard,  Dale, 
Hathorn,  Hudson,  Isom,  Lott,  Moore,-  Murdoch,  McLaurin, 
Pounds,  ^Regan,  Rodgers — 2Q. 

Mr.-  Gowan  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted  : 

liesolved,  That  .the  committed  on  Military  Affairs  b:<*  and 
they  are  hereby  instructed,  to  inquire  into  the  reasons  why 
the  first  battalion  of  Mississippi  State  Troops  have  never  re- 
ceived their  pay,  and  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise,  as  the 
necessities  of  the  case  may  require. 

Mr.  Murdock,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  Jo  be  entitled 
"An  act  to  enforce  the  collection  laws  of  this  State." 

Which  was  read  twice  and  referred  to  the  committee  on 
the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Tindall  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted : 
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Resolved,  That  James  Phelan,  J.  C.  W.  Watson,  Gen.  W.  S. 
Featherston,  Fulton  Anderson,  William  Yerger,  Charles 
Fontaine,  S.  J.  Gholston  and  Walker  Brooke  be  invited  dur- 
ingthe  recesses  of  the. House  to  occupy  this  hall  and  address 
the  Legislature  on  the  state  of  the  country. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  De  Soto, 

Mr.  Irby  was  added  to  the  Committee  on  Enrolled  Bills. 

Mr.  Gowan  offered  the  following  joint  resolution,  which 
was  adopted  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules  : 

Resolved,  By  the  House  of  Representatives,  (the  Senate 
concurring),  That  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  the 
Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  be,  and  they  are  hereby 
instructed,  to  use  every  effort  in  their  power  to  raise  the  pay 
of  our  soldiers,  as  follows :  Privates,  $20  per  month ;  Corpo- 
rals, 825-;  and  Sergeants  $35,  except  First  Sergeants,  and 
they  to  receive  $40  per  month. 

Mr.  Arnold  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  constitutionality  of  allowing  sol- 
diers in  the  field,  whether  in  or  out  of  the  State,  to  vote  in 
all  State  and  county  elections,  and  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. • 

The    following    message   was    received   from  the   Senate 
through  their  Secretary,  Mr.  Porter  : 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  have  concurred  in  the  joint  resolution  of  the 
House  appointing  1 1  o'clock  on  Thursday,  the  5-th,  as  the 
time  for  counting  the  votes  cast  for  Governor  at  the  last 
election. 

The  Senate  have  passed  House  bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  re- 
move the  civil  disabilities  of  Walter  McDougal,"  with  an 
amendment  thereto,  in  which  the  concurrence  of  the  House 
is  desired. 

Also,  House  bill  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  incorpo- 
rating the  Mississippi  Manufacturing  Company. 

The  following  bills  originating  in  the  Senate  have  also  pass- 
ed that  body : 

An"  act  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  Probate  Judge  of  Lau- 
derdale county. 

.    An  Act  to  compel  railroads  to  keep  light,  fire  and  water  on 
their  cars. 

The  President  of  the  Senate  has  appointed  the  following 
joint  standing  committees : 

Committee  on  State  and  Confederate  Relations — 
.  Yerger,  Wilson  and  Greer. 

On  Internal  Improvements— Bradford,  Bowles  and 
Patton. 
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On  Claims — Greer,  Lewers  and  Jordan. 

On  the  Office  of  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts— 
Moore,  Terry  and  McRae. 

On  the  Office  of  Secretary  of  the  State— -Griffin, 
Wilson  and  Qainn. 

On  the   Office   of  Treasurer,  State    Commissioners 

ffr>  Executive  Contingent  Fund — Hamilton,  Mosely   and 
ay son : 

On  Enrolled  Bills — Patton,  McRea  and  Jordan. 
On. the  State  University — Bowles,  Wilson  and  Luckett. 

The  President  of  the.  Senate  has  appointed  A.  L.  Crouch 
as  Senate  Messenger  to  the  House  of  Representatives,  in  pur- 
suance of  an  act  of  the  4th  instant  allowing  each  house  a 
messenger. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Regan, 

The  Senate  message  just  received  was  taken  up. 

The  Senate  amendment  adding  the  words,  "  except  the 
right  of  suffrage  at  the  end  of  first  section"  to  the  Hou*e 
bill  entitled  "  An  act  to  remove  the  civil  disabilities  of  Wal- 
ter McDougal,  a  minor,"  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Regan,  con- 
curred in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison, 

The  House  took  a  recess  often  minutes  to  provide  the  hall 
for  the  joint  convention  of  the  two  houses  to  count  the  vote 
for  Governor. 

Recess  having  expired,  the  House  was  called  to  order  by 
the  Speaker. 

The  Senate  having  been  informed  that  the  House  was  ready 
for  their  reception,  entered  and  took  the  seats  assigned  them. 

The  Presdent  of  the  Senate  having 'explained  the  object 
of  the  joint  convention, 

The  Speaker  of  the  House  proceeded  to  open  the  sealed 
returns  and  publish  the  vote  for  Governor. 
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OFFICIAL  RETURNS  of  the  vote  for  Governor  of  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  at  an  election  held  on  the  first  Monday 
in  October,  1863,  as  opened  and  counted  by  joint  conven- 
tion of  the  two  Houses  of  the  Legislature,  on  Thursday, 
the  5th  day  of  November,  1863  : 


Counties. 


a 


a 


> 


Carroll :  . . . . 

Chickasaw > 

Choctaw 

Claiborne •. 

Clark 

Coahoma 

Copiah 

Covington 

DeSoto 

Franklin 

Greene , 

Hancock 

Harrison 

Hinds 

Holmes 

Itawamba ! 3 .  . 

Jackson • 

Jasper ' 

Jefferson 

Jones  . . . . , .;••■•• 

Lawrence .•••••' 

Leake 

Lowndes • 

Marion 

Monroe 

JFeshfthfi       .  .  .  .• 

Newton ; . 

Noxubee 

Pike.* 

Pontotoc ; 

Rankin 

Scott 

Simpson  .    .  !  . 

Tallahatchie * 

"Wayne  t : 

Wilkinson 


<  * 


$&&\ 

44 

24 

615 

64 

95 

3801 

♦  103 

52 

865 

231. 

•  82 

346 

128 

51 

< 

• 

33  S 

9 

22 

214J 

10 

2 

80" 

IS 

2 

142 

9 

5 

406 

.170 

'£   7 

338 

05 

3 

726 

36 

117 

60 

5.; 

4 

270 

284 

36 

174 

5 

| 

50 

107 

•4 

246 

48 

JO 

256 

165 

23 

592 

322 

•  75 

154 

'•  36 

6 

600 

1  4b 

194 

188 

37 

2 

]  95 

lie 

i     9 

324 

"19C 

31 

275 

51 

18 

1,148 

r    .  7-« 

i   254 

832 

471 

238 

156 
104 

j  »1W 

17 

125 

4 

156 

1 

37 

111 

of 

►    •  2 

258 

11 

20 
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OFFICIAL  RETURNS— Continued. 


Counties. 

Q 

CO 

Q 

A.  M.  West 

0 
■  Ehi 

CO 

283 

247 

106 

45 

11 

4 

11,876 

3,392 

1,469 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Yerger,  of  the  Senate, 

The  vote  for  Governor  as  communicated  to  the  Secretary  of 
State,  with  the  general  returns,  was  rejected  but  ordered  to 
be  spread  upon  the  Journals.     It  is  as  follows  : 

*>  ■    . 

UNSEALED    VOTES, 


Counties. 


Amite 

Attala 

Bolivar. 
Calhoun  . . . 
Coahoma. . , 
Covington . , 
Kemper 
Lauderdale  , 
Marshall  . . . 
Oktibbeha.. 
Perry 

Panola 

Smith 

Suniiower  : . 
Tippah .  . . . 
Tishomingo 
Yallobusha 

Total  . . . . 


O 


221 

229 

130 

411 

82 

63 

407 

79;i 

651 

315 

21 

537 

107 

5H 

SI 

35 

423 


4,552 


80 
224 

2 
107, 

30 
131 
199 
307 

33 
126 

12 

n 

16V9 
11 


17 


1,471 


O 


3 

20 

4 

109 

6 

41 

135 

45 

14 

23 

9 

2 

41 

6 

102 


540 


No  returns  were  received  from  the  counties  of  Adams, 
Claiborne,  Harrison,  Issaquena^  Tunica,  W'"-cn  and  Wash- 
ington. 

8      H-e 
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Charles  Clark  received 16,428' 

A.  M.  West 4,863 

Reuben  Davis 2,009 

Whole   number  of  votes  cast. 23,300' 

Clark's  majority 9,556 

The  vote  being  summed  up,  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
announced  to  the  convention  that  Charles  Clark,  having  re- 
ceived  a  plurality  ot  all  the  votes  cast,  is  duly  and  constitu* 
tionally  elected  Governor  of  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

The  convention  having  accomplished  the  object  of  the 
joint  assemblage,  the  Senate  retired. 

The  committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  made  the  following  report: 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  have  examined  a  bill  enti- 
tled "an  act  to  remove  the  civil  disabilities  of  Walter  Mc- 
Dougal,  a  minor,"  find  the  same  correctly  enrolled,  and  have 
submitted  it  to  the  Governor  for  his  approval  and  signature. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lewers, 

The  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  at  10 
©'clock. 


FRIDAY,  Nov.  6,  1863.. 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Neeley.  . 

Journal  of  yesterday  read  and  approved. 

Messrs.  E.  H.  Hicks,  of  Jefferson,  and  H.  Falconer,  of  Mar- 
shall, presented  their  credentials  and  were  sworn  in  as  mem- 
bers of  this  House. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  Mr.  McElroy. 

Call  of  counties.  .  • 

j    Mr.  Fox  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  authorize  Thomas  N".  Doris,  Clerk  of  the  Circuit 
Court  of  Choctaw  county  to  practice  law  in  the  Probate 
Court,_  .  , 

Which  was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  Bestor  presented  the  petition  of  Dr.  S.  M.  Hamilton, 
of  Clark  county,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on 
Claims. 

Also,  the  petition  of  Reese  Price,  of  Clark  county,  which, 
with  accompanying  documents,  was  referred  to  the  committee 
on  Propositions  and  Grievances. 
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Mr.  Tindall  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  remove  the  civil  disabilities  of  William  W. 
Brooks,  a  minor, 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  Liddell  moved  that  the  bill  be  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
committee,  which  motion  was 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eskridge, 

Laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time  and  passed,  the  title 
standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  Tindall  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  inerease  the  salary  of  the  Probate  Judge  of  Mon- 
roe county, 
.   Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules, 

When,  with  sundry  amendments,  it  was  referred  to  the 
committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  with  instructions  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  extending  the  provisions  of  this  bill 
to  all  of  the  Probate  Judges  of  the  State. 

Mr.- Cunningham  presented  the  petition  of  Wm.  H.  Smith, 
of  Noxubee  county,  which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Ju- 
diciary committee. 

Mr.  Brown  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Clerk  of  Probate  of  Winston 
county,  and  others,  to  aid  and  assist  Executors,  Administra- 
tors and  others  to  prepare  their  accounts,  pleadings,  &c,  in 
the  Probate  Court  of  Winston  county, 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Wilkinson, 

Referred  to  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Barnett  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  destitute  families  in  Yazoo-  county, 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  Regan  moved  the  reference  of  the  bill  to  a  select  com- 
mittee of  three,  witli  instructions  to  report  a  bill  authorizing 
and  requiring  the  several  Boards  of  Police  to  provide  for  all 
destitute  families  of  soldiers,  in  such  manner  as  they  may 
deem  proper,  with  authority  to  borrow  money  or  issue  scrip. 

Which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Lewers, 

Was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Regan  offered  the  following  amendment: 

Amend  by  way  of  additional  section — 

Sec.  — .  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  provisions  of  this 
bill  apply  to  the  county  of  Claiborne^  which 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison, 

Was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time  and  passed,  the  title 
standing  as  stated. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate: 
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Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  refuses  to  concur  in  the  joiut  resolution  of  the* 
House  authorizing  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  to  make  arrange- 
ments with  the  Postmaster  for  the  mailing  of  public  docu- 
ments of  the  Legislature.  4 

The  President  of  the  Senate  has  appointed  the'  following 
additional  joint  standing  committees  : 

Ox  the  Penitentiary — Messrs.  Lowry,  Luckett  and 
Quinn. 

On  the  Lunatic  Asylum — Messrs.  Neeley,  Bowles  and 
Moseiy. 

On  the  Institution  for  the  Blind — Messrs.  Yerger, 
Lowry  and  Jordan. 

On  the  Institution  for  the  Deaf  .and  Dumb — Messrs. 
Quinn,  May  sun  and  Wilson. 

On  State  Library — Messrs.  Wilson,  Hamilton  and  May- 
son. 

On  Public  Buildings — Messrs.  Davis,  Griffin  and  Patton. 

The  Speaker  announced  the  following  joint  standing  corn- 
mil  tee  : 

On,  Secretary  of  State's  Office — Messrs.  Turley,  High, 
Stubbs  of  Smith,  Staples  and  Daniel. 

The  Speaker  presented  the  following  communications  from 
the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  : 

Auditor's  Office,      ) 
Columbus,  Miss.,  Nov.  2,  1803.  J 
Hon.  L.  E.  Houston,  % 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Rrpresentalives  : 
Sir— t!  have  the  honor  to  transmit  herewith   my  report  of 
the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  public  moneys  from  the 
4th  day  of  March,  1862,   to  31st  day  of  October  1863,    both 
days  inclusive,  to.be  laid  before  the  Legislature. 

Auditor's  < 

Columbus,  Miss.,  Nov 


Auditor's  Office,      ) 
/.  6,   18C3.  J 


Hon.  L.  E  Houston, 

Speaker,  of  the  Hov&  of  Representatives  : 

Sir — I  have  the  honor,  through  you,  to  state  to  the  House 
of  Representatives  that  the  information  asked  for  in  their 
resolution  of  yesterday  in  reference  to  "the  number  of  sol- 
diers in  the  State  and  Confederate  service,"  &c,  is  fully  given 
in  documents  I  and  L,  accompanying  my  report  to  the  Legis- 
lature, and  is  as  follows,  to-wit: 
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Total  tax  1862  levied  "by  act  of  Jan.  3,  1863,  foi 
support  of  destitute  'families  of  soldiers,  less! 
credits  to  collectors 

Amount  paid  into  State  Treasury  on  account  oi 
said  tax  to   1st  inst 


Balance  due  by  collectors. 
Less  amount  overpaid  . . , 


$356,703  02 

226,971   67 

129,731    35 
14  62 


Total'  amount  not  collected i".  I  129,716  73 

Amount  distributed  to  destitute  families  of  sol- 
diers 1st  Aug.  1863,  on  the  basis  of  63,908) 
volunteers  as  per  returns  received  and  now  om 

file  in  this  office ". ...jl  198,754  19 

Balance  of  tax  on  hand  yet  to  be  distributed. . ..[(    28,217  4s 

Mr.  Thompson  moved  that  the  Auditor's  report  and  accom- 
panying documents  be  referred  to  the  committee  of  Ways 
and  Means,  that  500  copies  of  the  report  and  200  copies  of 
the  accompanying  documents  be  printed  for  the  use  of  this 
House, 

Which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Powe  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  authorize  the  State  Treasurer  to  receive  from  the 
delinquent  Tax  Collectors  ot.the  several  counties  in  this  State, 
the  military  bonds'  or  notes  falling  due  1st  'June  1863  and 
1864,  in  payment  of  the  amounts  due  from  them  on  account 
of  the  military  tax  of  1S61,. 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
referred,  to  the  committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Archer  offered  the  following  joint  resolution  : 

Jicsoloed,  (the  Senate  concurring,)  That  the  two  Houses 
shall  assemble  in  the  Representative  Hall  on  to-morrow  at 
half-past  11  o'clock,  A.  M.,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  a  State 
printer, 

Which  was  read  once. 

Mr.  Arnold  offered  the  following  joint  resolution,  which., 
the  rules  being  suspended,  was  adopted : 

IZesolved,  (the  Senate   concurring,)    That  a  committee  of 

on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  five  on  the  part  of  the 

House,  be  appointed  to  wait  on  his  Excellency,  Charles  Clark, 
Governor  elect,  and  inform  him  that  he  is  duly  and  constitu- 
tionally elected  Governor  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  for  the 
term  of  two  years  from  the  third  Monday  in  November  1863. 

Committee,  Messrs.  Arnold,  Bradford,  Hendon,  Evans  and 
Hicks. 

Mr.  Watson,  from  the  Judiciary  committee  made  the  fol- 
lowing report,  which  was  received  and  agreed  to: 
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Me.  Speaker^- 

The  Judiciary  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  aan  act 
entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  certain  Tax  Collectors,  and  fox* 
other  purposes,"  have  had  the  same  under  consideration  and 
have  instructed  me  to  report  that  they  recommend  that  said 
bill  do  not  pass,  the  provisions  thereof  being,  in  the  opinion 
of  the  committee,  in  direct  conflict  with  the  Constitution  of 
the  State. 

Mr.  Watson,  from  the  same  committee,  made  the  following 
report : 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  entitled  an 
act  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Police  of  Lowndes  county  to 
fix  the  fees  of  Jailors,  with  sundry  amendments,  have  had  .the 
same'  under  consideration,  and  have  instructed  me  to  report 
against  the  passage  of  the  same,  and  offer  in  lieu  thereof  a 
a  substitute  which  they  pray  may  pass. 
The  bill  accompanying  said  report,  entitled 
An  act  regulating  the  fees  of  Jailors  in  this  State  in  certain 
cases, 

Was  read   three   several   times   under  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  Tnrley,  of  city  of  Vicksburg,  appeared  and  was  sworn 
in,  and  took  his-  seat.  •  ' 

Mr.  Morehead  offered  the  following  resolution,  which,  the 
rules  being  suspended,  was  adopted  : 

Resolved,  (the  Senate   concurring,)    That  a  committee  of 

five  on  the  part  of  the  House,  and on  the  part  of  the 

Senate,  be  appointed,   to  whom  so  much  of  the   Governor's 
message  as  refers  to  the  subject  of   salt,    and  the  reports  of 
the  various  agents  appointed   "to   obtain   salt   by  mining  or' 
otherwise,"  are  hereby  referred  for  consideration. 

Committee,  Messrs.  Morehead,  DiUard,  McKay,  Allen  and 
Owen. 

Mr.   Moore   offered  the  following   resolution,  which   was 
adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  Military  Affairs  be  in* 
strncted,  to  inquire  into  the  present  status  of  the  State  troops 
in  Confederate  service  paroled  at  Vicksburg.  Whether  the 
Confederate  government  has  the  right  to  discharge  them  be- 
fore their  exchange ;  and  if  so,  whether  they  are  already^dis- 
charged;  and  if  discharged  by  the  Confederate  authorities 
whether  they  are  now  in  the  State  service  and  entitled  to 
draw  pay  until  exchanged  and  discharged,  and  that  the  com- 
mittee be  instructed  to  report  to  this  House. 
Mr.  dowan  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 
An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  costs  in  certain  crim- 
inal cases  therein  mentioned, 
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'Which  was  Tend  twice,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
•-referred  to  the  Judiciary  committee. 

Mr.  Tindall  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 
An  act  to  revive  and  amend  an  act  to  extend  the  time  for 
the  collection  of  the  taxes  of  the  current  fiscal  year,  approved 
Dec.  20th,  1861,  and  for  other  purposes, 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  committee. 

Mr.  Tindall  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  provide  assessment  rolls  for  the  several  counties 
of  this  State, 

Which  was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  Murdoch  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  Elections  be  instructed  to 
inquire  and  report  whether  any  member  of  this  House  holds 
civil  offices  under  the  government  of  the  Confederate  States, 
which  are  lucrative  as  contemplated  by  section  21,  article  3, 
•  of  the  Constitution  of  the  State  of  Mississippi, 

Which,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison, 

Was  laid  on  the  table  by  yeas  and  nays  called  for  by  Messrs. 
Murdoch,  Carroll  and  Arnold,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bradford,  Bestor,  Boon, 
Brown,  Barnett,  Daniel,  Diilard,  Dale,  Evans,  Easter  ling, 
Eskridge,  Fowler,  Fox,  Falconer,  Fort,  Gully,  Gowan,  Gray. 
Hicks*,  Hooker,  Hathorn,  Hendon,  Isom,  Jackson,  Johnson  of 
DeSoto,  Johnson  of  Tippah,  Johnson  of  Wilkinson,  Kirk, 
Liddell,  Lowry,  Marable,  McKay  of  Green,  McKay  of  Nesho- 
ba, Powe,  Pinson,  Rucks,  Rogers,  Seal  of  Harrison,  Seal  of 
Hancock,  Sutton,  Stephens,  Tavlor,  Thompson,  Upshaw, 
Wells  and  Wier— 47. 

.  I^ays — Messrs.  Allen,  Arnold,  Barton,  Buntm,  Clark,  Cun- 
ningham, Carroll;  Downs,  Deason  of  Jones,  Grace,  High, 
Irby,  Lott,  Lewers,  Merehead,  Maxwell,  Murdoch,  McLaurin, 
McNiel,  Owen,  Pounds,  Prewitt,  Regan,  Robinson,  Sessions, 
Tindall,  Watson  *nd  Wynne — 28. 

Mr.  Eskridge  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  encourage  enlistments  in  the  army  of  the  Con- 
federate States,  and  for  other  puf poses, 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on.  Military  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Upshaw, 

Mr.  Moore  was  added  to  the  committee  on  Military  Af- 
fairs. 

Mr.  Rucks  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  amend  the  law  of  divorces  and  alimony, 

Which  was  read  twice  under  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
.referred .  to  the  Judiciary  co mmittee. 
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The  committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  made  the  following  report: 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  have, examined  a  hill  enti- 
tled an  act  to  amend  an  act  incorporating  the  Mississippi  Man- 
ufacturing Company,  and  find  the  same  correctly  enrolled. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison, 

The  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  at  10 
o'clock. 


SATURDAY,   November  7,  1863. 

The  Hoijse  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Prayer  hy  the  Rev.  Dr.  Coleman. 

Journal  of  yesterday  "was  read  and  approved. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  to  Mr.  McLaurin. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate : 

Mr.  Speaker— 

The  .Senate  has  passed  a  hill  entitled  "An  act  in  relation 
to  overseers  of  public  roads  running  on  the  boundary  line 
between   two  or  more  owners  of  land." 

And  have  adopted  a  joint  resolutu  n  granting  leave  of  ab- 
sence to  Hon.  Wm.  H..Kilpatrick, 

In  which  the  concurrence  of  the  House  is  desired. 

Tbe  Senate  have  passed  the  House  bill  entitled — 

"  An  act  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Police  of  Itawamba 
county  to  make  a  certain  appropriation  therein  named." 

And  have  adopted  a  substitute  to  the  joint  resolution  of 
the  House  in  relation  to  the  increase  of  the  pay  of  non-com- 
missioned officers  and  privates, 

In  which  the  House  is  asked  to  concur. 

Mr.  Barton  presented  the  petition  of  Win.  H.  Keys,  which, 
on  his  motion,-  was  referred  to  the  Committee  on  Claims.-  . 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tindall,  Messrs.  Easterling  and  Stephens 
were  added  to- the  Special  Committee  raised  on  Friday  to 
report  a  bill  for- the  relief  of  indigent  families  of  soldiers.  On 
his  further  motion,  the  name  of  Chancellor  Dickinson  and 
the  Rev.  Dr.  ]STeely  were  added  to  the  names  of  the  gentle- 
men invited  to  address^the  Legislature  during  the  session. 

Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison,  offered  the  following  resolution, 
which  was  adopted: 

Resolved,  That  the  Secretary  of  State  be  requested  to  fur- 
nish for  the  use  of  the  House  all  the  State  Reports,  the  Re- 
vised Code,  and  all  the  Acts  of  the  Legislature  passed  since  . 
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the  adoption  of  the  Code,  and  all  the  ordinances  of  the  late 
State  Convention. 

Mr.  Morehead  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted  : 

Jiesolved,  That  the  Governor  he  requested  to  inform  this 
House  whether  an  act  entitled  an  "  Act  to  provide  for  a 
guaranty  by  the  State  of  Mississippi  of  the  Bonds  of  the  Con- 
federate States,  "  passed  and  approved  January  3d,  1863,  has 
been  "published  three  months  previous  to  the  next  (last) 
regular  election  in  three  newspapers  of  this  State." 

Mr.  Watson,  from  the  Judiciary  Committee,  made  the  fol- 
lowing reports : 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Judiciary  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill 
"  entitled  an  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  costs  in  cer- 
tain criminal  cases"  therein  mentioned,  have  had  the  same 
under  consideration,  and  have  instructed  me  to  recommend 
that  it  do  not  pass. 

Mr.  Speaker —  -   • 

The  Judiciary  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  "  en- 
titled an  act  to  authorize  the  Clerk  of  Probate  of  Winston 
county  and  others  to  aid  and  assist  executors,  administrators 
and1  others  to  prepare  their  acdounts,  pleadings,  &c,  in  the 
Probate  Court  of  Winston  county,"  have  had  the  same  un- 
der 'consideration  and  recommend  that  it  be  not  passed ; 
which,  on,  his  motion,  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Downs  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted  : 

Itesolved,  That  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  and  propriety  of  this 
State  becoming  the  agent  of  the  Confederate  States  Govern- 
ment in  the  collection  and  paying  over  of  the  produce  and 
other  taxes,  after  the  present  year,  and  that  they' report  by 
bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Rucks  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted : 

Jtesdlved,  That  a  committee  of  five  be  appointed  to  inquire 
into  the  expediency  of  increasing  the  salaries  of  the  Governor 
and  other  State  officers,  and  report,  to  this  house  by  bill  or 
otherwise. 

The  Speaker  appointed  the  following  committee: 

Messrs.  Rucks,  Murdock,  Bradford,  Powe  and  Fox. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Arnold;  Mr.  Thompson  was  added  to  the 
committee  on  State  University. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tindall,  Messrs.  Stephens  and  Clark 
were  added  to  the  Special  Committee  raised  yesterday  for  .re- 
lief of  indigent  families. 
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Mr.  Stephens  offered  the  following  resolution,  waich  was 
adopted : 

Mesolved,  That  the  committee  on  Elections  be  instructed 
to  inquire  into  the  constitutionality  of  old  members  holding 
seats  in  this  house  from  where  no  elections  could  be  held,  and 
report  to  this  house  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison, 

Messrs.  Watson  and  Rucks  were  added  to  the  committee 
on  Elections. 

Mr.  Fowler  offered  the  following  resolutinn,  which  was 
adopted : 

Mesolved,  That  the  committee  on  State  and  Confederate 
relations  be  requested  to  institute  an  investigation  as  to  the 
course  of  impressment  practised  by  the  agents  of  the  Confed- 
erate States  and  the  State  of  ^Mississippi,  and  repoi't,  by  biil 
or  otherwise,  a  means  of  relief  for  our  much  injured  citi- 
zens. •  . 

Mr.  Fort  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  constitutionality  of  trying  crimes 
and  misdemeanors  in  the  county  other  than  that  in  which 
they  were  committed,  and  to  report  thereon  by  bill  or  other- 
wise.   • 

Mr.  JLiddell  offered  the.  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted  .•  •  ,  . 

Mesolved;  That  the  Governor  be  requested  to -communi- 
cate to  this  house,  at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable,  the  report 
or  reports  made  to  him  by  the  Medical  Commissioners  ap- 
pointed under  the  act  of  January  1st,  1863. 

Mr.  Rodgers,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an 
act  for  the  relief  of  the  indigent  families  of  soldiers  of  the 
county  of  Tippah.  On  his  motion  the  constitutional  rule  was 
suspended. 

Bill  read  a  second  time  by  its  title,,  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Upshaw, 

Referred  to  a  special  committee  of  ten,  with  instructions 
to  inquire  into  the.  destitution  and  necessities  of  the  wives, 
widows  and  children  of  those  counties  which  are  wholly  or 
in  part  outside  the  Confederate  military  lines. 

The  Speaker  appointed  as  said  committee  Messrs.  Upshaw, 
Prewitt,  Rodgers,  Bradford,  Seal  of  Harrison,  Allen,  Bar- 
nett,  Fowler,  Hicks  and  Thompson. 

Mr.  Regan,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  "  entitled  an 
act  to  repeal  an  act  to  authorize  the  appointment  of  two 
Medical  Commissioners  to  especially  attend  to  the  sick  and 
wounded -soldiers  from  this  State  from  the  Confederate'  army, 
and  for  other  purposes,  approved  January  1st,  1 803,"  which, 
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on  his  motion  under  a, suspension  of  the  rule  was    read  a  se- 
cond time  by  its  title,  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Liddellr 

Was  made  the  special  order  for  Wednesday  next. 

Mr.  Arnold,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  "  entitled  an 
act  to  repeal  the  law  exempting  members  of  the  Legislature' 
from  military  duty,"  which,  on  his  motion  under  a  suspension 
of  the  rules,  was  read  three  several  times  and  passed. 

Ordered  that  title  stand  as  stated. 

Mr.  Eskridge,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  "entitled 
an  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  annex  a  part  of  Tal- 
lahatchie county  to  the  county  of  Sunflower,"  and  for  oilier 
purposes.  On  his  motion  the  constitutional  rule  was  sus- 
pended, the  bill  read  a  second  time  by  its  title,  and  on  h'is  fur- 
ther-motion  referred  to  the  committee  on  county  bounda- 
ries. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison, 

Messrs.  Clark  and  Eskridge  were  added  to  the  special 
Committee  raised  yesterday  to  provide  for  the  relief  of  indi- 
gent families  of  soldiers. 

Mr.  Gowan,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  "  entitled  an 
act  to  increase  the  per  diem  allowance  of  clerks  and  inspect- 
ors of  elections.  On  his  motion  the  constitutional  rule  was 
suspended,  the  bill  read  the  second  time  by  its1  title,  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Upshaw, 

Was  referred  to  the  Committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Murdoch  gave  notice  that  on  Monday  he  would  intro- 
duce a  bill  to  incorporate  the  Southern  College  of  Medicine 
and  Surgery. 

Mr.  Rucks,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  "  entitled  an 
act  to  remove  the  civil  disabilities  of  William  Rice  Hooker  ;" 
and  on  his  motion  the  constitutional  rule  was  suspended,  the 
bill  read  three  several  times  forthwith,  and  passed  with  title 
as  stated. 

Mr.  Gowan.  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  Committee  on  Ways  and  Means  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  and  constitutionality 
of  a  law  to  provide  for  the  reduction  of  the  present  exorbi- 
tant prices  of  salt,  cotton  cards,  other  articles  of  prime  ne- 
cessity and  the  necessaries  of  life,  punishment  of  extortioners, 
and  to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Fowler  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  which 
Was  lost  by  ayes  and  nays  called  for  by  Messrs.  Gowan,  Bar- 
ton and  Seal  of  Harrison. 

Ayes — Messrs.  Buntin,  Barnett,  Dale,  Fowler,  Isom,  Owen, 
Taylor  and  Thompson — 8. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Archer,  Allen,  Arnold,  Brad- 
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ford,  Bestor,  Boone,  Barton,  Brown,  Clark,  Carroll,  Deasou 
of  Copiah,  Downs,  Deason  of  Jones,  Daniel,  Dillard,  Evan#, 
Eas'terlirjg,  Eskridge,  Fox,  Fort,,  Gully,  Grace,  Go  wan,  Gray, 
Hooker,  Hathorne,  High,  Hudson,  Irby,  Jackson,  Johnson 
of  De  Soto,  Johnson  of  Wilkinson,  Johnson  of  Tippah,  Kirk, 
Liddell,  Lowry',  Lewers,  Moore,  Marable,  Maxwell,  Murdock, 
McKay  of  Green,  McKay  of  Neshoba,  McNeil,  Pouuds, 
Powe,  Prewitt,  Regan,  Rodgers,  Robinson,  Seal  of  Harrison, 
Seal  of  Hancock,  Sessions,  Sutton,  Stubbs  of  Smith,  Tin dall, 
Upshaw^Wells,  Wier,  Watson  and  Wynne— 63. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gowan  his  resolution  was  adopted. 

M^-.  Lewers,  by  leave  introduced  a  bill  to  be  "  entitled  an 
act  to  change  the  rule  of  practice  in  the  Circuit,  Chancery, 
Probate  and  other  courts  for  this  State."  On  his  motion  the 
constitutional  rule  was  suspended,  bill  read  a  second  time  by 
its  title,  and,  on  his  further  moiion,  the  bill  was  referred  to 
the  committee  on  Judiciary. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  Messrs.  Tindall,  TJpshaw 
and  Carroll. 

Oil  mot.ion  of  Mr.  Seal  of  Harrison, 

The  House  adjourned  until  Monday  morning,  ■  at  10 
o'clock. 


MONDAY,  November  9,  1863. 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Prayer  by  ihe  Rev.  Dr.  Sears. 

Journal  of  Saturday  read  and  approved. 

Messrs.  J.  B.  Ross,  of  Hinds,  Buntin,  Yandell,  of  Yazoo, 
and  J.  G.  L.  McGehee,  of  Pike,  appeared,  presented  their 
credentials,  and  were  sworn  in  as  members  of  the  House. 

The  Speaker  presented  the  following  communication : 

Office  Secretary  of  State,  } 
Columbus,  Nov.  9th,  I860.      f 
Hon.  L.  E.  Houston, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

Sir— I  have  the  honor,  through  you,  to  say  in  reply  to  the 
resolution  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  adopted  on  the 
7th  inst.,  requesting  to  be  furnished  with  "copies  of  State 
Reports,  Revised  Code,  acts  of  the  Legislature  passed  since 
the  adoption  of  the  Codp,  and  the  Ordinances  of  the  late 
State  Convention,"  that  I  have  iu  my  office  at  this  place  none 
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of  the  documents  designated,  except  a  few  copies  of  the  acts 
of  the  last  regular  session  of  the  Legislature,  which  I  this 
day  send  to  the  House. 

Also,  a  communication  from  Messrs.  Cooper  &  Kimball, 
State  Printers,  which, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  DeSoto, 

Was  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  three. 

The  Speaker  appointed  as  said  committee  Messrs.  Johnson, 
of  DeSoto,  Falconer  and  Eskridge. 

Mr.  Wells  presented  the  petition  of  A.  W.  Herring  and 
other  citizens  of  Attala  county,  which, 

On  his  motion, 

Was  referred  to  the  committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate : 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  have  adopted  the  following  joint  resolution,  in 
which  the  House  is  asked  to  concur: 

Hesolved,  (the  House  concurring,)  That  a  joint  select  com- 
mittee be  appointed,   consisting  of  live  members  on  the  part 

of  the  Senate,  and  — ; on  the  part  of  House,. whose  duty 

it  shall  be  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  giving  further 
relief  by  law,  to  the  indigent  or  needy  fami  ies  of  sodliers, 
and  also  to  the  like  families  of  deceased  soldiers,  and  to  re- 
port by  bill  or  otherwise  at  as  early  a  clay  as  practicable.. 

Messrs.  Terry,  Drake,  Quinn,  Mosely  and  LoW-y  are  the 
Senate  committee. 

Blank  was  tilled  with  10  and'resolution  concurred  in. 

The  Senate  have  passed  House  bill  entitled  an  act  regulating 
the  fees  of  Jailors  in  certain  cases,  with  an  amendment  there- 
to, in  which  the  House  is  asked  to  concur. 

The  amendment  was  concurred  in. 

The  Senate  have  concurred  in  the  joint  resolution  of  the 
House  providing  for  a  joint  select  committee  to  wail,  on  the 
Governor  elect  and  inform  him  of  his  election,  and  have  ap- 
pointed as  said  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  Messrs. 
Oliver,  Moore  and  Wilson,  the  blank  in  the  resolution  having 
been  filled  with  three. 

And  have  also  adopted  joint  resolution  of  the  House  pro- 
viding for  a  joint  select  committee  to  consider  the  Governor's 
message  in  relation  to  salt,  and.  have  filled  the  blank  in  the 
same  with  the  number  five.  Messrs.  Greer,  Moore,  Griffin, 
Mosely,  Loper  and  Yerger  have  been  appointed  as  said  com- 
mittee on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  have  passed  a  joint  resolution  entitled  "joint 
resolution  conferring  certain  powers  on  the  Governor,"  in 
which  the  concurrence  of  the  House  is  desired. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morehead, 

Messrs.  Seal,  of  Harrison,  and  Murdock  were  added  to  the 
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joint  select  committee  to  whom  so  much  of  the  Governor's 
message  as  refers  to  the  subject  of  salt,  and  the  reports  of  the 
various  agents  appointed  to  obtain  salt  by  mining  or  other- 
wise, was  referred. 

Mr.  Lott  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  remove  the  civil  disabilities  of  Augustus  H. 
Ware,  a  minor, 

And  on  his  motion, 

The  constitutional  rule  was  suspended,  the  bill  read  three 
several  times  forthwith,  and  passed  with  title  as  stated. 

Mr.  Murdoch  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  enable  the  counties  t  of  Lowndes,  Oktibbeha, 
Noxubee,  and  the  city  of  Columbus,  to  sell  and  dispose  of 
Railroad  stock. 

On  his  motion, 

The  constitutional  rule  was  suspended,  the  bill  read  twice, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Houston  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Jackson 
and  other  Banks,  which, 

On  his  motion,  t  •  , 

Was  read  three  several  times,  the  rules  being  suspended, 
and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  Rucks  presented  claim  of  boy  Charles,  which, 

On  his  motion, 

Was  referred  to  the  committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  Fowler  introduced  a  bill  entitled 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  George  R.  Fall,  which, 

On  his  motion, 

Was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  Fowler  introduced  a  bill  entitled 

An  act  to  change  the  name  of  Walter  Masonhimer  to  Wal-J 
ter  Mason, 

And  on  his  motion, 

The  rule  was  suspended,  the  bill  read  three  several  time- 
forthwith,  and  passed  with  title- as  stated. 

Mr.  Regan  called  up  Senate  messages.    >     . 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gowau, 

The  House  concurred  in  Senate  substitute  for  House  reso| 
lution  in  regard  to  the  pay  of  soldiers  in  the  Confederal 
army. 

Senate  bill  entitled  an  act  to  compel  Railroads  to  keep  lights 
fire  and  water  on  their  cars,  was  taken  up,  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Houston, 

The  rule  being  suspended,  was  read  twice  and  referred  tj 
the  committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  : 
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Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  has  adopted  the  folio wing  resolution,  in  which 
the  concurrence  of  the  House  is  desired : 

Resolved,  (the  House  concurring,)  That  the  two  Houses 
meet  in  joint  convention  on  Tuesday,  the  10th  November, 
1863,  at  12  o'clock,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  one  Reporter 
of  the 'decisions  of  the  High  Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals,  a 
State  Printer,  a  Superintendent  and  Clerk  of  the  Peniten- 
tiary, and  a  Keeper  of  the  Capitol. 

The  Senate  has  concurred  in  the  House  resolution  appoint- 
ing Thursday,  12th  day  of  November,  1863,  at  12  o'clock,  for 
the  election  of  Confederate  Senatov. 

A  Senate  bill  entitled  an  act  to  increase  the  salary  of  the 
Probate  Judge  of  Lauderdale  county,  was 

On  moiion  of  Mr.  Grace, 

The  rules  being  suspended,. read  second  time,  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bradford, 

Was  referred  to  the  committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Senate  bill  entitled  "an  act  in  relation  to  the  overseers  of 
public  roads  running  on  the  boundary  line  between  two  or 
more  owners  of  land," 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hicks, 

Was  read  three  several  times,  and  psssed  with  title  as 
stated. 

Senate  joint  resolution  granting^  leave  of  absence  to  the 
Hon.  Wm.  H.  Kilpatriek,. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Houston, 

Was  concurred  in. 

The  Senate  joint  resolution  appointing  a  joint  select  com- 
mittee in  relation  to  indigent  families  of  soldiers,  was 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stephens, 

Concurred  in,  and  the  blank  filled  with  ten. 

The  Chair  appointed  the  following  gentlemen  as  said  com- 
mittee on  the  part  of  the- House  :  Messrs.  Watson,  Bestor, 
Tindall,  Gully,  Johnson  of  DeSotft,  Yandcll,  Johnson  of  Wil- 
kinson, High,  Brown  and  Lott. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fox, 

The  Senate  amendment  to  the  House  bill  entitled  an  act  to 
be. entitled  an  act  regulating  the  fees  of  Jailors  in  certain 
cases,  was  concurred  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr:  Gowan, 

The  Senate  joint  resolution  conferring  certain  powers  on 
the  Governor,  was  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Hicks  moved  to  concur  in  Senate  joint  -resolution  ap- 
pointing Tuesday,  10th  day  November,  1863,  12  o'clock,  M., 
for, the  election  of  certain  officers  therein  named. 

Mr.  Yandell  moved  to  strike  out  Keeper  and  Clerk  of  Pen- 
itentiary. 
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t  . 

Mr.  Moore  moved  to  lay  the  resolutions  and  amendments 
on  the  table, 

Which  was  adopted. 

House  bill  entitled  an  act- supplementary  to  an  act  better  to 
provide  for  the  families  of  our  soldiers,  approved  January  3, 
1863,  was  read  the  second  time. 

Mr.  Stephens  called  up  the  special  order  of  the  day,  viz : 
The  Governor's  message. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  DeSoto, 

So  much  of  the  Governor's  message  as  relates  to  the  Peni- 
tentiary was  referred   to  the  committee  on  the  Penitentiary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Regan, 

So  much  as  relates  to  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  and  to  the  In- 
stitutions for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  and  Blind,  was  referred  to 
the  joint  standing  committee  on  said  Institutions. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Upshaw,    - 

So  much  of  the  Governor's  message  as  relates  to  the  Im- 
pressment of  Horses,  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  State 
and  Confederate  Relations. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  DeSoto, 

So  much  of  the  Governor's  message  as  relates  to  the  Ord- 
nance Department,  Quartermaster  General's  Department  and 
Adjutant  General's  Department,  was  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  Military  Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Irby, 

So  much  of  the  Governor's  message  as  relates  to  the  re- 
moval of  negroes  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  Military 
Affairs. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stephens, 

So  much  of  the  Governor's  message  as  relates  to  Money, 
and  the  salaries  of  State  officers,  was  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee of  Ways  and  Means. 

And  so  much  as  relates  to  Wives,  Widows  and  Children  of 
Soldiers,  was  referred  to  the  'select  committee  heretofore 
raised  on  that  subject.         ^ 

Mr.  Murdock  introduced  a  bill  entitled 

An  act- to  incorporate  the  Southern  College  of  Medicine 
and  Suro-ery, 

Which,  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  Education. 

Mr.  Rodgers  moved  that  the  Clerk  be  instructed  to  request 
the  return  from  the  Senate  of  the  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act*  to 
repeal  the  law  exempting  the  m'embers  of  the  Legislature 
from  military  duty,  and  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by  which 
said  bill  passed  this  House. 

Pending  which, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barton, 

The  House  adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 


129 

THREE   O'CLOCK,   P.   M. 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  question  pending  on  adjournment,  to-wit :  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Rogers,  was  taken  up  and  adopted. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  : 
Mr.  Speaker — 

By  instruction  of  the  Senate  I  herewith  return  to  the  House 
of  Representatives  the  House  bill  entitled  an  act  to  repeal 
the  law  exempting  the  members  of  the  Legislature  from  mili- 
tary duty,  in  accordance  with  the  request  made  this  day  of 
the  Senate  by  the  House. 

The  vote  by  which  the  bill  entitled  an  act  to  repeal  the  laws 
exempting  the  members  of  the  Legislature  from  military  duty 
was  passed,  was  reconsidered.. 

The  vote  by  which  the  bill  was  read  the  third  time  was  re- 
considered. * 

Mr.  Bradford  offered  the  following  amendment,  by  adding 
to  section  one :  ' 

Provided,  That  the  members  of  the  Legislature  shall  be 
exempt  from  military  duty  during  any  regular  or  called  ses- 
sion thereof,  and  for  twenty  days  before  the  meeting  and 
twenty  days  after  the  adjournment  of  each  session. 

.On  motion  of  Mr.  Rogers, 

The  bill  andamendment  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Grace  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  to-morrow  or  some 
future  day  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  prohibit  the  distillation  of  spirits 
from  corn,  rye,  or.  other  gran,  approved  January  3d,  1863. 

Mr.  Morehead  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  better  to  provide  for  the  families  of  soldiers,  amend- 
atory to  an  act  approved  January  3,  1863, 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
referred  to  the  joint  select  committee  on  Indigent  Families. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rogers, 

The   House  adjourned   until   to-morrow  morning    at    10 
o'clock. 
.' 


f 


TUESDAY,  November  10,  1863. 
The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 


• 


,  Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lyon. 
The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved 
Leave  of  absence  was  granted  Mr.  Pounds. 
H— 9 
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Mr.  Robinson  presented  a  communication  from  Jarvis  Seal, 
which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Bestor  from  the  committee  on  Education  made  the  fol- 
lowing report,  wLich  was  received  and  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  Education,  to  whom  was  referred  an  act 
to  authorize  the  Board  of  Police  of  the  county  of  Itawamba 
to  borrow  money  from  the  school  fund,  have  had  the  same  un- 
der consideration  and  have  instructed  me  to  report  it  back  to 
the  House,  and  recommended  that  it  do  pass. 

The  bill  accompanying  the  report  was, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Downs, 

Read  the  third  time. 

Messrs.  Bradford,  Barton  and  Maxwell  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  and  the  bill  was  passed, 
the  title  standing  as  stated: 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Archer,  Allen,  Arnold,  Bestor, 
Boon,  Barton,  Brown,  Buntin,  Clark,  Deason  of  Copiah, 
Downs,  Deason  of  Jones,  Daniel,  Dillard,  Dale,  Evans,  Esk- 
ridge,  Fowler,  Fox,  Falconer,  Fort,  Gully,  Graves,  Gowan, 
Gray,  Hooker,  Hendon,  Isom,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  DeSoto,. 
Johnson  of  Wilkinson,  Johnson  of  Tippah,  Kirk,  Liddell, 
Lett,  Lowry,  Lewers,  Minter,  Moore,  Marable,  Morehead, 
Murdock,  McKay  of  Green,  McKay  of  Neshoba,  McGehee, 
McNeil,  Owen,  Pope,  Powe,  Pinson,  Prewitt,  Regan,  Rod- 
gers,  Ross,  Robinson, ,  Seal  of  Harrison,  Seal  of  Hancock, 
Sessions,  Sutton,  Stubbs  of  Smith,  Stephens,  Taylor,  Thomp- 
son, Tindall,  Turley,  Upshaw,  Wells,  Wier,  Watson,  Wynne 
and  Yandell — 72. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bradford,  Barnett,  Easterling,,  Hicks,  Irby 
and  Maxwell — 6. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate: 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  have  passed  the  following  entitled  bills,  in 
which  the  concurrence  of  the  House  is  desired,  to-wit : 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  for  the  recovery  of  personal  prop- 
erty wrongfully  taken  or  detained. 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  Alabama  and  Mississippi  Rivers 
Railroad  Company..  y 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  G.  S.  McMillan,  District  Attprney 
for  the  2d  Judicial  District  of  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

An  act  to  extend  the  time  for  the  assessment  of  taxes  in 
certain  counties  threin  named.   ' 

Also,  the  following  joint  resolution  : 

Resolved,  (the  House  concurring,)  That  the  rules  in  rela- 
tion to  joint  standing  committees  be  amended  by  the  addi- 
tion of  another  on  Agriculture  and  Mechanics. 
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The  Senate  have  passed  House  bill  entitled  an  act  to  remove 
the  civil  disabilities  of  Wm.  Rice  Hooker. 

Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison,  offered  the  following  joint  resolution, 
which,  the  rules  being  suspended,  was  adopted : 

Mesolved,  (the  Senate   concurring,)    That  a  committee  of 

five  on  the  part  of  the  House,  and on  the  part  of  the 

Senate,  be  appointed,  for  the  purpose  of  compiling  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  together  writh  the  various 
amendments  made  by  the  Legislature  and  the  State  Conven- 
tion; said  compilation  when  completed  to  be  published  in  the 
printed  acts  of  this  session,  together  with  the  Constitution  of 
the  Confederate  States. 

The  following  is  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House : 

Messrs.  Seal,  of  Harrison,  Alcorn,  Watson,  Hicks  and 
Rucks. 

Mr.  Grace  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  prevent  the  dis- 
tillation of  spirits  from  corn,  rye,  or  other  grains,  or  molasses 
and  sugar,  approved  January  3d,  1863, 

Which  was  read  twice  under  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  committee. 

Mr.  Tindall  gave  notice  that  he  would  on  to-morrow,  or 
some  future  day,  introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  repeal  an  act  to  prevent  the  distillation  of  grain 
and  other  substances,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Boon  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted : 

Itesolved,  That  the  committee  on  Ways  and  Means  be  in- 
structed to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of  exempting  from 
taxation  all  slaves  who  have  been  taken  off  by  the  Yankees 
since  the  first  day  of  May  last,  and  report  by  bill  or  other- 
wise. 

Mr.  Rogers  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  repeal  an  act  prohibiting  the  distillation  of  spirits, 
&c, 

Which  was  read  twice,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
referred' to  the  Judiciary  committee. 

/"""Mr.  Seal,    of  Hancock,  offered   the  following   resolution, 
which,'*  the  rules  being  suspended,  was  adopted  : 

liesolved,-  (the  Senate  concurring,)  That  our  Senators  be 
instructed,  and  Representatives  in  Congress  be  requested,  to 
take  into  consideration  the  practicability  of  using  negro  men 
in  the  Confederate  service  as  teamsters,  nurses  and  pioneer 
corps. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tindall, 

Mr.  Yandell  was  added  to  the  committee  of  Ways' and 
Means. 

Mr.  Irby  introduced  a  bill  entitled 
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An  act  to  repeal  certain  clauses  of' an  act  entitled  an  act  to* 
authorize  the  impressment  of  slaves  and  other  personal  prop- 
erty for  military  purposes,  approved  January  3,  1S63, 

Was  read  three  several  times,  the  rules  being  suspended-, 
aud  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  Rucks,  from  a  select   committee,  made  the  following 
report,  accompanied  by  a  bill: 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  expediency  of 
increasing  the  salaries  of  the  Governor  and  other  State  offi- 
cers, and  report  by  bill  or  othei'wise,  would  respectfully 
report 'that  in  their- opinion  the  salaries  of  the  State  officers 
should  be  increased,  as,  owing  to  the  enhanced  price  of  every 
necessity  of  life,  the  sums  at  what  they  are  now  fixed  by  law 
are  totally  inadequate  to  their  support.  These  officers  are 
compelled  to  reside  at  the  seat  of  Government,  wherever  the 
same  may  be  located,  as  the  duties  of  their  offices  require 
their  constant  attendance.  Your  committee  herewith  report 
a  bill  fixing  the  sums  to  which,  in  their  opinion,  the  respective 
salaries  should  be  increased. 

On  motion, 

The  report  was  received  and  the  bill  read  once. 

Mr.  Dale  moved  that  the  report  be  agreed  to, 

Which  was  lost. 

Mr.   Lewers   offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Jicsolved,  (the  Senate  concurring,)  That  the  Senators  in 
the  Contederate  States  Congress  from  this  State  be  instructed, 
and  the  Representatives  from  the  different  districts  be  re- 
quested, to  urge  before  Congress  the  passage  of  an  act 
requiring  the  appointment  of  an  agent  or  agents  on  the  part 
of  the  Confederate  States  to  visit  the  different  portions-  of  the 
State  of  Mississippi  for  the  purpose  of  auditing  and  adjusting 
and  paying  off  certificates  and  receipts  given  persons  therein 
for  provisions  and  other  property  impressed  and  used  by  or- 
der of  Confederate  States  officers. 

Mr.  Rodgers  offered  the  following  amendment : 

Insert  after  the  words  "property  impressed"  the  words 
"cotton  burned,"  which,- 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stephen/,  # 

Was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  vOtfe  was  then  taken  on  the  passage  of  the  resolution 
aud  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Deason,  of  Copiah,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  authorize  and  regulate  the  voting  of  elections  of 
the  State  while  in  .the  military  service  of  the  State  or  Confed- 
erate States, 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary. 
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Mr.  Dillard  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 
An  act  to  procure  cotton  and  wool  cards  for  the  indigent 
families  of  soldiers  and  the  citizens  of  the  State, 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fox, 

Referred  to  the  committee  of  the  whole  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rodgers,  . 

The  House  adjourned  until  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

THREE    O'CLOCK,    P.    M. 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  question  pending  on  adjournment,  to- wit :  The  consid- 
eration in  committee  of  the  Whole  of  the  bill  to  be  entitled 
an  act  to  procure  cotton  and  wool  cards  for  the  indigent  fami- 
lies of  soldiers  and  the  citizens  of  the  State. 

The  Speaker  called  Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison,  to  the  Chair. 

After  sometime  spent  in  committee  of  the  Whole, 

The  committee  rose,  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  House 
with  the  recommendation  that  it  do  not  pass. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hicks, 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  the  Whole  was   received. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison, 

The  bill  was  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  live. 

The  Speaker  appointed  as  said  committee  Messrs.  Dillard, 
Seal  of  Harrison,  Bestor.,  Yandell  and  Hicks.  .  t    9: 

■    Mr.  Upshaw  obtained  leave  of  absence  for' the  evening  on 
business  of  the  Military  committee. 

Mr.  Dale  offered  the  following  resolution  :  . 

Hesolu-ed,  That  a  committee  of  three  be  appointed  to  wait 
on  Maj.  Gen.  Gholson  and  tender  him  the  use  of  this  House 
to  deliver  an  address  on  to-morrow  evening  at  7  o'clock. 

Committee,  Messrs.  Dale,  Yandell  and  Eskridge. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  DeSoto,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  provide  an  assistant  to  the   Quartermaster  Gen- 
eral of  this  State, 
>    Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  Eskridge  offered  the  following  amendment : 

JProvided,  Said  assistant  or  clerk  shall 'not  be  .under  forty- 
five  years  of  age,  «  . 

Which  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr."  Hicks, 

The  bill  and  amendments  were  referred  to  the  Military 
committee. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gowan, 

The  joint  resolution  of  the  Senate  in  relation  to  the  election 
of  Reporter  of  the  decisions  of  the  High  Court  of  Errors 
and  Appeals,  State  Printer,  &c,  was  called  from  the  table. 
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Mr.  Gowan  offered  the  following  amendment : 

Strike  out  "Tuesday,  the  10th,"  and  insert  "Wednesday, 
the  11th," 

Which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Moore  moved  to  strike  out  "Superintendent  and  Clerk 
of  the  Penitentiary  and  Keeper  of  the  Capitol." 

Mr.  Regan  called  for  a  division  of  the  question. 

The  vote  was  first  taken  on  striking  out  "Keeper  and  Clerk 
of  the  Penitentiary," 

Which  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Irby, 

The  resolution  as  amended  was  concurred  in. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Governor 
through  his  private  Secretary,  Col.  J.  II.  Rives  : 

I  am  directed  by  his  Excellency,  the  Governor,  to  deliver 
to  you  the  following  message  in  writing  :  . 

Executive  Office,      ) 
Columbus,  Miss.,  Nov.  10,  1863.  y 

Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

In  response  to  your  resolution  requesting  to  be  informed 
whether  au  act  entitled  an  act  to  provide  for  a  guaranty  by 
the  State  of  Mississippi  of  the  bonds  of  the  Confederate 
States,  passed  and  approved  January  3d,  1863,  has  been  pub- 
lished three  months  previous  to  the  next  regular  election,  in 
three- newspapers  of  this  State. 

I  have  to  state  that  about  the  last  of  June,  I  directed  my 
then  private  Secretary  to  send  a  copy  of  the  act  to  three  edi- 
tors of  newspapers  of  this  State,  to  publish  the  same  for 
three  months.  This  is  my  recollection  of  the  matter. — 
Whether  the  subject  was  neglected,  or  if  the  letters  were 
mailed  and  lost  in  the  then  disturbed  state  of  transportation, 
I  am  not  able  to  state.  When  my  attention  was  called  to  the 
fact  that  it  did  not  appear  in  the  papers,  it  was  too  late,  as 
there  .  was  not  then  three  months  (the  time  prescribed)  until 
the  election.  I  can  only  express  7ny  regret  and  the  hope  that 
no  irreparable  evil  will  result  from  the  failure  to  publish  ther 
act.  | 

I  herewith  send  you  the  report  of  Dr.  A.  C.  Holt,  from 
Cartersville,  Ga.,  where  he  was  giving  his  attention  ^to  the 
sick  and  wounded  Mississippi  soldiers. 

Dr.  E.  M.  Blackburne,  the  other  commissioner,  was  in  my 
office  a  few  days  since,  and  reported  verbally  .that  he  had 
rendered  all  the  aid  in  his  power  to  our  sick  and  wounded  on 
the  field  and  in  the  Hospitals  about  Chattanooga. 

JOHN  J.  PETTUS. 
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Cartersville,  Ga.,  Oct.  28,  1863. 
Gov.  J.  J.  Pettus : 

Sir — Shortly  after  the  date  of  the  last  report  I  had  the 
honor  to  make  to  you,  the  army  of  Virginia  made  the  move- 
ment into  Pennsylvania.  Failing  to  procure  a  horse  I  was 
unable  to  follow  the  army,  and  passed  the  summer  in  visiting 
the  various  Hospitals. 

When  Longstreet's  corps  came  to  this  army  I  followed  it, 
and  have  been  engaged  since  the  battle  of  Chickamauga  in 
rendering  all  the  aid  in  my  power  to  the  wounded  of  that 
battle.  After  the  field  infirmaries  were  broken  up,  I  took  a 
tour  among  the  Hospitals  in  this  Department,  and  take  pleas- 
ure in  stating  that  I  found  them  generally  well  managed  and 
the  patients  well  cared  for.  I  shall  remain  with  this  army 
until  the  present  campaign  is  closed. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate : 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  has  adopted  the  following  joint  resolution,  in 
which  the  concurrence  of  the  House  is  desired: 

Resolved,  (the  House  concurring,)  That  having  learned 
that  Major  General  Gholson  has  arrived  in  this  city,  he  is  in- 
vited and  requested  to  address  this  Legislature,  in  the  Repre- 
sentative Hall,  to-morrow  evening  at  7  o'clock,  and  that  the 
Secretary  communicate  a  copy  of  this  resolution  to  General 
Gholson. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson, 

The  Senate  message  just  received  was  taken  up  and  the 
joint  resolution  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Tindall  offered  the  following  joint  resolution,  which 
was  adopted : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  Penitentiary  be  in- 
structed, to  inquire  into  the  present  condition  of  that  institu- 
tion, and  what  disposition  should  be  made  of  the  convicts 
now  in  the  jails  of  the  several  counties  of  this  State,  and  re- 
port to  this  House. 

The  committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  made  the  following  report: 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  have  examined  bills  of  the 
following  titles,  find  the  same  correctly  enrolled  and  have  sub- 
mitted them  to  the  Governor  for  his  approval  and  signature : 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  incorporating  the  Mississippi  Man- 
ufacturing company. 

An  act  regulating  the  fees  of  Jailors  in  certain  cases. 

An  act  to  remove  the  civil  disabilities  of  William  Rice 
Hooker. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Police  of  Itawamba 
county  to  make  an  appropriation  out  of  the  county  treasury 
to  pay  the  tax  assessor  for  taking  the  number  of  children  be- 
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tween  six  and  eighteen  years,  in  order  to  an  equal  dividend  of 
that  portion  of  the  school  fund  appropriated  to  be  laid  out 
annually  for  the  use  of  common  schools. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fowler, 

The  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  at  10 
o'clock. 


■ 

WEDNESDAY,  Nov.  11,  1863. 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stainbaok. 

Journal  of  yesterday  read  and  approved. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  Mr.  Pounds  until  next 
Monday. 

Mr.  S.  S.  Montgomery,  Representative  elect  from  the 
county  of  Franklin,  presented  his  credentials  and  was  sworn 
in  as  a  member  of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Tindall, 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  Mr.  Upshaw,  chairman  of 
the  Military  committee. 

The  following  communication  was  received  from  Messrs. 
Cooper  &  Kimball,  Public  Printers : 

Office  Mississippi^  ExtExV,  ) 
Columbus,  Nov.  7,  1863.      \ 
Hon.  X.  E.  Houston, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives: 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  state,  for  the  information  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  that  arrangements  have  bfeeu  made 
by  the  undersigned, '  State  Printers,  with  the  Southern  Re- 
public office  of  this  city  for  the  printing  of  bills  and  such 
other  light  work  as  the  convenience  of  the  Legislature  may 
require.  Heavy  jobs  are  sent  to  our  office  in  Selrna.  Those 
requiring  a  great  number  of  copies  are  also  sent  there.  Hav- 
ing only  hand-presses  here,  and  a  limited  supply  of  material 
and  help,  large  jobs  are  forwarded  by  Express,  executed  and 
sent  back  in  less  time  than  it  would  take  to  do  them  here.  In 
fact,  with  our  facilities  at  this  place  we  cannot  execute 
heavy  jobs  at  all,  as  there  is  not  material  enough.  At  Selma 
we  have  three  power  presses  running  by  steam,  and  shall  use 
every  effort  to  execute  the  work  ordered  by  the  Legislature 
with  the  least  possible  delay. 

The  following  message  was  received!  from  the   Senate : 
Me.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  entitled   "an   act  to  provide 
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for  the  examination   of  the   offices  of  the  Auditor  of  Public 
1  Accounts  and  State  Treasurer. 

And  have  adopted  a  joint  resolution  entitled  "joint  resolu- 
tion for  defraying  certain  expenses." 

The  Senate  has  adopted  the  following  resolution,  in  which 
the  concurrence  of  the  House  is  desired : 

Resolved,  (the  House  concurring,)    That   a  committee  of 

three  on  the  paijt  of  the  Senate,    and on   the  part  of 

the  House,  be  appointed,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  examine 
the  acts  of  the  Legislature  since  the  year  1857,  and  the  ordi- 
nances of  the  Convention,  and  ascertain  what  amendments 
have  been  made  to  the  Constitution  of  the  State,  and  have 
the  same  annexed  to  the  Constitution  and  published  with  all 
future  acts' of  the  Legislature. 

The  President  has  appointed  as  said  committee  on  the  part 
of  the  Senate,  the  following  named  Senators ':  Messrs.  Ham- 
ilton, Mayson  and  Davis. 

The  Senate  have  passed  the  following  entitled  House  bills : 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Jack- 
son and  other  Banks. 

An  act  to  remove  the  civil  disabilities  of  Wm.  W.  Brooks, 
a  minor. 

i  An  act '  to  remove  the  civil  disabilities  of  Augustus  H. 
"Ware,  with  an  amendment  to  the  bill  and  an  amendment  to 
the  title  thereof. 

The  Senate  have  concurred  in  House  amendment  to  Seuate 
resolution  in  relation  to  the  election  of  a  State  Printer,  State 
Reporter,  Keeper  of  the  Capitol,  &c. 

The  Speaker  presented  the  report  of  the  State  Treasurer, 
which  was  read.     [See  Appendix.] 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thompson, 

The  report  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  "Ways  and 
Means,  and  500  copies  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of 
this  House. 

Call  of  counties. 

Mr.  Bestor  presented  the  petition  of  Wm.  S.  Price,  Sr.,  a 
citizen  of  Clark  county,  which, 

On  his  motion, 

With  the  accompanying  documents,  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  State  and  Confederate  Relations. 

Mr.  Seal,  of  Hancock,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  pay  the  clerks,  inspectors  and  returning  officers 
of  Elections,  and  to  increase  the  joe?'  diem  of  members  of  the 
Board  of  Police  of  Hancock  county, 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Wilkinson,  moved  the  reference  of  the  bill 
to  the  committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 

Which  motion  was  lost. 
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Mr.  Arnold  presented  the  memorial  of  W.  C.  Tucker,  a 
citizen  of  Lowndes  county,  asking  the  passage  of  a  law  au- 
thorizing him  to  sell  wine,  manufactured  by  him,  by  the  bot 
tie,  which, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hicks, 

Was  referred  to  the  committee  on  Propositions  and  Griev- 
ances. 

Mr.  Fort  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  establish  the  mutilated  or  destroyed  records  or 
deeds,  and  other  instruments,  in  Marshall  county, 

"Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eskridge, 

Referred  to  the  Judiciary  committee  with  instructions. to 
report  a  general  bill  on  the  same  subject. 

Mr.  Gowan  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  amendatory  of  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  appropriate 
fines,  forfeitures,  licenses  and  moneys  arising  from  the  sale  of 
estrays  and  runaway  slaves  in  Jones  county,  approved  Dec. 
4,  1861,  and  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  same  to-  the 
county  of  Simpson. 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thompson, 

Referred  to  the  Judiciary  committee. 

Mr.  Barnett  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Administrators,  Guardians,  Trus- 
tees, tfec,  in  certain  cases, 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  o'f  the  rules,  and 

On  his  motion, 

Referred  to  the  Judiciary  committee. 

Mr.  Watson,  from  the  Judiciary  committee,  made  the  fol- 
lowing report : 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Judiciary  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill 
entitled  "an  act  to  enforce  the  collection  laws  of  this  State," 
have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  have  instructed 
me  to  recommend  that  it  be  not  passed. 

And  moved  that  the  report  be  received  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Eskridge  called  for  a  division  of  the  question. 

The  report  was  received. 

Mr.  Rogers  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table,  which  was 
decided  in  the  negative  by  yeas  and  nays  called  for  by  Messrs. 
Eskridge,  Yandell  and  Tindall,  as  follows,  viz : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Barton,  Brown,  Clark,  Cun- 
ningham, Deason  of  Copiah,  Deason  of  Jones,  Easterling, 
Gully,  Hooker,  Hathorn,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Tippah,  Kirk, 
Lowry,  Moore,  Marable,  Morehead,  Montgomery,  McKay  of 
Green,  McKay  of  Neshoba,  McLaurin,   McGehee,  McNiel, 
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Owen,   Powe,   Pinson,  Rogers,  Robinson,  Seal  of  Harrison, 
Sutton,   Stubbs  of  Smith,  Wells  and  Wier— 34. 

Nays — Messrs.  Archer,  Alcorn,  Allen,  Arnold,  Bradford, 
Bestor,  Boon,  Buntin,  Barnett,  Carroll,  Downs,  Dillard, 
Evans,  Eskridge,  Fowler,  Fox,  Falconer,  Grace,  Go  wan,  Gray, 
Hicks,  High,  Hendon,  Isom,  Irby,  Johnson  of  DeSoto,  John- 
son of  Wilkinson,  Liddell,  Lott,  Lewers,  Minter,  Maxwell, 
Murdock,  Prewitt,  Regan,  Rucks,  Ross,  Sessions,  Stephens, 
Turley,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Tindall,  Watson,  Wynne  and 
Yandell— 46. 

Mr.  Eskridge  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table  and  print 
100  copies, 

Which  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Alcorn  moved  that  the  House  agree  to  the  report. 

Pending  which, 

The  House  took  a  recess  of  five  minutes  to  the  end  that 
the  two  Houses  go  into  joint  convention  for  the  purpose  of 
electing  a  Reporter  of  the  decisions  of  the  High  Court  of 
Errors  and  Appeals,  &c. 

Recess  having  expired,  the  House  was  called  to  order. 

The  Senate  being  announced,  entered  and  took  the  seats 
assigned  to  them. 

The  President  of  the  Senate  explained  the  object  of  the 
joint  convention. 

Mr.  Luckett,  of  the  Senate,  moved  that  the  convention  pro- 
ceed to  the  election  of  Reporter  of  the  decision's  of  the  High 
Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals  by  ballot. 

The  President  appointed  Messrs.  Luckett  of  the  Senate, 
and  Seal,  of  Harrison,  of  the  House,  tellers. 

Mr.  Lowry,  of  the  Senate,  nominated  A.  Y.  Harper,  of 
Rankin.  • 

Mr.  Eskridge  of  the  House,  nominated  "J.  Z.  George,  of 
Carroll. 

On  summing  up  the  votes  it  appeared  that 

A.  Y.  Harper  reoeived.  <. 69  votes. 

J.Z.George        "        .40  votes. 

y 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 110 

Necessary  to  a  choice 56 

Mr.  A.  Y.'  Harper  having  received  a  majority  of  all  the 
votes  cast  was  declared  to  be  duly  and  constitutionally  elected 
to  the  office  of  Reporter  of  the  decisions  of  the  High  Court 
of  Errors  and  Appeals  for  the  teim  prescribed  by  law. 

The  joint  convention  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  State 
Printer. 

Mr.  Yerger,  of  the  Senate,  nominated  Messrs.  Cooper  & 
Kimball. 
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Mr.  Patton,  of  the  Senate,  nominated  Messrs.  J.  J.  Shan- 
non <fc  Co. 

Mr.  Murdock,  of  the  House,  nominated  Mr.  J.  D.  Williams. 
On  summing  up  the  votes  it  appeared  that 

Ccoper  &  Kimball  received 42  votes. 

J.  J.  Shannon  &  Co.      "       62  votes. 

J.  D.  Williams  " V  votes. 



Whole  number  of  votes  cast Ill 

Necessary  to  a  choice 56 

Messrs.  J.  J.  Shannon  &  Co.,  having  received  a  majority  of 
all  the  votes  cast,  were  declared  duly  elected  Public  Printers 
for  the  term  prescribed  by  law. 

The  convention  then  proceeded  to  the  election  of  Keeper 
of  the  Capitol  and  Librarian. 

Mr.  Ross,  of  the  House,  nominated  Charles  Claylahd. 
Mr.  Irby,  of  the  House,  nominated  DeWitt  Clinton. 
Mr.  Tindall,  of  the  House,  nominated  Wm.  Myatt. 
Mr.  Jordau,  of  the  Senate,  nominated  Jno.  F.  Dunlap. 
Mr.  Yerger,  of  the  Senate,  nominated  Wm.  J.  Brown,  Jr. 
On  summing  up  the  votes  it  appeared  that 

Charles  Clayland  received 25  votes. 

DeWitt  Clinton  "       54  votes. 

Wm.  Myatt  .  "       11  votes. 

Jno.  F.  Dunlap  "       13  votes.  » 

Mr.  Taylor  "       3  votes. 

Wm.  J.  Brown,  Jr.     "       2  votes.  ' 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 108 

Necessary  to  a  choice ■ 55 

Neither  candidate  having  received  a  majority  of  all  the 
votes  cast,  there  was  no  election. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thompson, 

DeWitt  Clinton,  of  Panola,  was  declared  Keeper  of  the 
Capitol  and  Librarian  by  acclamation. 

The  object  of  the  joint  convention  having,  been  accom- 
plished, the  Senate  retired  to  their  chamber. 

Mr.  Lewers  gave  notice  of  his  intention  to  move  a  recon- 
sideration of  the  vote  by  which,  on  yesterday,  the*  House 
refused  to  agree  to  report  of  the  select  committee  reporting 
an  act  to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  Governor  and  other 
State  officers. 

Mr.  Hendon  moved  that  the  House  adjourn  until  10  o'clock 
to-morrow  morning, 

Which  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thompson, 

The  House  adjourned  to  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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THKEE    O'CLOCK,    P.    M. 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  question  pending  on  adjournment,  to-wit :  the  motion 
of  Mr.  Alcorn  to  agree  to  the  report  of  the  Judiciary  com- 
mittee on  a  bill  to  be  entitled  "an  act  to  enforce  the  collec- 
tion laws  of  this  State,"  was  taken  up, 

Mr.  Thompson  being  entitled  to  the  floor. 

Pending  the  discussion  of  the  question, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stephens, 

The  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  at  10 
o'clock.  , 


1 

THURSDAY,  November  12,1863. 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Adams. 

Journal  of  yesterday  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Win,  B.  Shelley,  Representative  elect  from  the  County 
of  Itawamba,  presented  his  credintials  and  was  sworn  as  a 
member  of  the  House. 

The  House  resumed  to  consideration  of  the  question  pend- 
ing on  adjournment  of  the  House  on  yesterday,  viz:  the  mo- 
tion of  Mr.  Alcorn  to  agree  to  thereport  of  the  Judiciary  Com- 
mittee, on  a  bill  tobe'entitled  an  act  to  enforce  the  collection 
laws  of  this  State. 

The  report  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Watson,  from  the  Judiciary  committee  made  the  fol- 
lowing report : 
Me.  Speaker — 

The  Judiciary  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to 
be  entitled  "an  act  to. amend  the  law  of  Divorces  and  Alli- 
mony,"  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  have  in- 
structed me  to  recommend  that  it  pass. 

Mr.  Hicks  moved  to  receive  and  agree  to  the  report. 

Mr.  Watson  called  for  a  division  of  the  question.  - 

The  report  was  received. 

The  question  then  came  up  on  agreeing  to  the  report,  and 
was  decided  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stephens.  Mr.  Yandell  was  added  to  the 
Committee  on  Military  affairs. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate : 
Me.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  has  passed  the  following  entitled  bills : 
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An  act  to  extend  the  powers  of  the  Police  Courts  of  Chick- 
asaw, Noxubee,  Winston,  Choctaw,  Carroll  and  Sunflower 
Counties. 

An  act  to  remove  the  civil  disabilities  of  Joseph  H.  Askew. 

An  act  to  extend  the  law  in  reference  to  overseers  of  roads. 

And  have  passed  House  bill  entitled  "An  act  to  provide  for 
the  reiief  of  destitute  families  of  Yazoo  County. 

The  Senate  have  also  passed  bills  with  the  following  titles  : 

An  act  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  Governor  of  this  State. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  payment  of  interest  upon  common 
school  funds  and  for  other  purposes,  in  which  the  concurrence 
of  the  House  is  desired. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Upshaw  the  House  took  a  recess  of  ten 
minutes,  to  the  end  that  the  Hall  of  the  House  be  prepared 
for  the  reception  of  the  Senate,  that  the  two  Houses  go  into 
Joint  Convention  for  the  election  of  a  Confederate  States  Sen- 
ator. 

Recess  having  expired,  the  House  was  called  to  Order  and 
the  clerk  was  instructed  to  inform  the  Senate  that  the  Hall 
of  the  House  was  ready  for  the  reception  of  the  Senate,  for 
the  purpose  of  going  into  Joint  Convention  for  the  election  of 
Confederate  States  Senator. 

The  Senate  having  been  announced  by  the  Sergeant-at- 
Arms,  entered  and  took  the  seats  assigned  them. 

The  President  of  the  Senate  explained  the  object  of  the 
meeting  of  the  Joint  Convention  to  be  the  election  of  a  Con- 
federate States  Senator  for  six  years,  after  the  expiration  of 
the  term  of  the  Hon.  Janies  Phelan. 

Mr.  Hamilton  of  the  Senate  moved  that  the  Joint  Conven- 
tion proceed  to  the  election  by  ballot. 

Mr.  Thompson  of  the  House  moved  to  amend  by  proceed- 
ing to  the  election  vivavoce,  which  was  lost. 

The  motion  of  Mr.  Hamilton  was  then  adopted. 

Nominations  being  in  order, 

Mr.  Oliver  of  the  Senate  nominated  Hon..  James  Phelan  of 
Monroe  County. 

Mr.  Moore  of  the  Senate  nominated  J.  W.  C.  Watson,  of 
Marshall. 

Mr.  Luckett  of  the  Senate  nominated  Fnlton  Anderson  of 
Hinds. 

Mr.  McRae  of  the  Senate  nominated  Gen.  W.  S.  Feather- 
ston  of  Marshall. 

Mr.  Lidd£ll  of  the  House  nominated  Walker  Brooke  of 
Warren. 

Mr.  Tindall  of  the  House  nominated  Gen.  S.  J.  Gholson  of 
Monroe. 

Mr.  Dillard  of  the  House  nominated  Chas.  D.  Fontaine  of 
Pontotoc. 
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On  motion,  Mr.  Moore  of  the  Senate  and  Mr.  Brown  of  the 
House  were  appointed  tellers. 
On  the  first  ballot, 

James  Phelan  received 25  votes. 

Jno.  W.  C.  Watson  received 22  votes. 

Fulton  Anderson  "     19  votes. 

"W".  S.  Featherston  "     11  votes. 

Walker  Brooke  "     19  votes. 

S.  J.  Gholson  "     8  votes. 

C.  D.  Fontaine  "     8  votes. 

Whole  number  votes  cast 112 

Necessary  to  a  choice 57 

Neither  of  the  candidates  having  received  a  majority  of 
all  the  votes  cast,  the  Convention  proceeded  to  a  second  bal- 
lot, when 

James  Phelan  received 30  votes. 

J.  W.  0.  Watson     " 28  votes. 

Fulton  Anderson   "     19  votes. 

W.  S.  Featherston  " 10  votes. 

Walker  Brooke       " 13  votes 

S.  J.  Ghofeon  "     8  votes. 

C.D.Fontaine         "     3  votes. 

Scattering 1 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 112 

Necessary  to  a  choice 57 

Neither  of  the  candidates  having  received  a  majority  of 
all  the  votes  cast,  the  Convention  proceeded  to  the  third  bal- 
lot, when 

James    Phelan    received 31  votes. 

J  W.  C.  Watson  " 29  votes. 

Fulton  Anderson  "     18  votes. 

W.  S.  Featherston        "      10  votes. 

Walker  Brooke  "     14  votes. 

S.  J.  Gholson  "     7  votes. 

C.  D.  Fontaine  " 2  votes. 

Scattering 1 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 112 

Necessary  to  a  choice 57 

Neither  of  the  candidates  having  received  a  majority  of 
all  the  votes  cast,  the  Convention  was  proceeding  to  a  fourth 
ballot,  when 

On  motion  of  Mr.  I/uckett  of  the  '  Senate,  the  Convention 
took  a  recess  until  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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THREE  O'CLOCK  P.  M. 

Eecess  having  expired,  the  Convention  was  called  to  order 
by  the  President.  On  a  call  of  the  Convention  a  quorum 
appearing,  the  Convention  proceeded  to  a  fourth  ballot,  the 
name  of  C.  D.  Fontaine  of  Pontotoc,  being  withdrawn, 

James  Phelan  received 32  votes. 

J.  W.  C.  Watson     "     27  votes. 

Fulton  Anderson    "     21  votes. 

W.  S.  Featherston  "     9  votes! 

Walker  Brooke       "     11  votes. 

■  S.  J.  Gholson  "     10  votes. 

Scattering 2 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 112 



Necessary  to  a  choice 57 

Neither  of  the  candidates  having  received  a  majority  of 
all  the  votes  cast,  the  Convention  proceeded  to  a  fifth  ballot  : 

James  Phelan  received . . . . , 30  votes. 

J.  W.  C.  Watson     "     33  votes". 

Fulton  Anderson    " .22  votes. 

W.  S.  Featherston  "     10  votes. 

Walker  Brooke       "     7  votes. 

S.  J.  G-holson  "     10  votes. 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 112 

Necessary  to  a  choice. ;... 57 

Neither  of  the  candidates  having  received  a  majority  of  all 
the  votes  cast,  the  Convention  proceeded  to  a  sixth  ballot : 

James  Phelan  received 27  votes. 

J.  W.  C.  Watson     " 36  votes. 

Fulton  Anderson   "     21  votes. 

W.  S.  Featherston"     12  votes. 

Walker  Brooke       " 7  votes. 

S.  J.  Gholson  " 8  votes. 

Scattering 1 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 112 

Necessary  to  a  choice 57 

Neither  of  the  candidates  having  received  a  majority  of 
all  the  votes  cast,  the  Convention  proceeded  to  a  seventh  bal- 
lot: • 

James  Phelan  received 31  votes. 

J.  W.  C.  Watson    "     36  votes. 

Fulton  Anderson .....18  votes. 
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W.  S.  Featherston  received 14  votes. 

Walker  Brooke 4  votes. 

S.  J.  Gholson 9  votes. 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 112 


Neceesary  to  a  choice 57 

Neither  of  the  candidates  having  received  a  majority  of 
all  the  votes  cast,  the  Convention  proceeded  to  the  eighth 
ballot : 

James  Phelan  received 36  votes. 


J.  W.  C  Watson 
Fulton  Anderson 


"     34  votes. 

" 14  votes. 


W.  S.  Featherston  " 14  votes. 


Walker  Brooke 
S.  J.  Gholson 
J.  L.  Alcorn 


5  votes. 
7  votes. 
2  votes. 


Whole  number  of  votes  cast. .......  112 


Necessary  to  a  choice j  .57 

Neither  of  the  candidates  having  received  a  majority  of 
all  the  votes  cast,  the  Convention  proceeded  to  a  ninth  bal- 
lot. 

Mr.  Seal  of-Harrison,  of  the  House,  nominated  Gen.  Chas. 
Clark,  of  Bolivar,  when, 

.  .31  S.  J.  Gholson  received, 
..35  J.  L.  Alcorn  " 

..14        YandeU  « 

..10  Chas.  Clark  •    « 

. .  4  

No.  votes  cast. ....... .112 


James  Phelan  received 
J.  W.  C.  Watson 
Fulton  Anderson 
W.  S.  Featherston 
Walker  Brooke 


.  6 
.  1 
.  1 

.10 


Necessary  to  a  choice 57 

Neither  of  the  candidates  having  received  a  majority  ,  of 
all  the  votes  cast,  the  Convention  proceeded  to  a  tenth  bal- 
lot, when 

.  .31  J.  B.  McEae  received 1 

,.36'Yandell  "         2 

..14  

.  .13  Number  votes  cast 112 

. .  7  Necessary  to  a  choice ....  57 
..   3 

Neither  of  the  candidates  having  received  a  majority  of  all 
the  votes  cast,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Eogers   of  the  House,  the 
Convention  took  a  recess  until  to-morrow  morning  at  10  o'  -'- 
clock.  •  •  • 

H— 10 


James  Phelan  received 
J.  W.  C.  Watson     " 
Fulton  Anderson     " 
W.  S.  Featherston  «    « 
Walker  Brooke       "  . 
S.J.  Gholson 
Chas.  Clark  « 
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FRIDAY,  November  13, 1863.. 

Recess  having  expired  the  Joint  Convention  re-assembled 
and  was  called  to  order  by  the  President. 

Prayer  by  the  Rev'd  Dr.  Coleman. 

On  a  call  of  the  respective  rolls  of  the  two  Houses  a  quo- 
rum appeared. 

The  name  of  Gen.   Charles  Clark  was  withdrawn  by  Mr. 
Rogers  of  the  Hou«e. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  the  eleventh  ballot : 

James  Phelan  received  ....  28  Stanley  received 2 

J.  W.C.Watson      "     ...  .26  W.  S.  Barry         "     ,. 1 

Fulton  Anderson    M     .....  1 6  

W.  S.  Featherston  "     ....  9  Number  vote3  cast. ......  Ill 

Walker  Brooke       "     ....16  

S.  J  Gholson  ."     ....13  Necessary  to  a  choice 56 


Neither 'of  the  candidates  having  received  a  majority  of  aTC 
the  votes  cast,  the  Convention  proceeded  to  the  twelfth  bal- 
lot: 

.  26  Stanley  received 1 

.28  WS  Barry  "     1 

.15  •  jft^ft 
.  9  Number  of  votes  cast  . . . .  110 
.  18  


James  Phelan  received 
JfC  Watson 
Fulton  Anderson 
W  S  Featherston 
Walker  Brooke 
S  J  Gholson 


.  12  Necessary  to  a  choice 56 


Neither  of  the  candidates  having  received  a  majority  of 
all  the  votes  cast,  the  Convention  proceeded  to  a  thirteenth 
ballot,  when 

..80  Stanley  received 1 

,.29-W  S  Barry     ■    ■  "     1 

..13  

. .    9  Number  votes  cast Ill 

..18  *  

.  .10  Necessary  to  a  choice. ...  56 


James  Phelan  received 
J  W  C  Watson 
Fulton  Anderson     " 
W  S  Featherston  '  " 
Walker  Brooke       " 
SJ  Gholson 


Neither  of  the  candidates  having  received  a  majority  of  ail 
the  votes  cast,  the  Convention  proceeded  to  the  fourteenth 
ballot,  when  r 

. .  30  W  P  Harris  received . 2 

..28  J  WClapp        "         1 

..12  

. .  12  Number  of  votes  cast  ....  1 1 2 

..18  

. .  8  Necessary  to  a  choice 57 

..   1 


James  Phelan  received 
J  W  C  Watson 
Fulton  Anderson     " 
W  S  Featherston    « 
Walker  Brooke       " 
SJ  Gholson 
W  S  Barry 


Neither  of  the  candidates   having  received   a  majority  of 
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all  tbe  votes  cast,  the  Convention  proceeded.!  to  a  fifteenth  bal- 
lot, when 

James  Phelan  received 29  votes.. 

;  J.  W.  C.  Watson     " 27  votes. 

Fulton  Anderson    "     . . . . 11  votes-. 

W.  S.  Featherston  " 11  votes. 

•  Walker  Brooke       "     17" votes. 

S.  J.  G-holson  "     8  votes. 

W  S  Barrj  '"     1  vote. 

W  P  .Harris  " 3  votes. 

JWClapp  "' 1  vote 

•  JJPettus         -      " 1  vote: 

•Wm'Murdock       ""     2  votes. 

Jacob  Thompson  '  "     1  vote. 

•  Samuel  Barton       " ,  . .   1  vote. 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 112 

Necessary  to  a  choice :...... 57 

Neither  of  the  candidates  having-  received  a  majority  of  all 
the  votes  cast,  the  Convention  proceeded  to  a  sixteenth  bal- 
lot, when 

James  Phelan  received. 29  votes. 

J.  W.  C.  Watson     "'    ..... 26  votes. 

Fulton  Anderson   "     ..............   9  votes. 

W.  S.  Featherston" .10  votes. 

Walker  Brooke       'J    *....; 17  votes. 

S.  J.  Gkofeon      •   "     9  votes.  ■ 

•  .    J  J  Pettus  "  ; 1 

Yandell  ■  "     2 

Eob.  Miller  "• 1      " 

W  P  Harris  " 4        • 

Jacob  Thompson     <(      ....<... 1 

sSam  Benton  "     1 

EB  Fort  "     1' 

.     Whole  number  of  votes  cast ........  1 1 1 

Necessary  to  a  choice 56 

Neither  of  the  'candidates  having  received  a  majorit}?"  of 
all  the  votes  cast,  the  Convention  proceeded  to  a  seventeenth 
ballot,  when 

James  Phelan  received ". 31  votes. 

J.  W.  C.«  Watson    '/ 32  votes. 

Fulton  Anderson    " 8  votes. 

W  S  Featherston  "     .... .' . .'.  ,#  .*. . .   7  votes 

Walker  Brooke  '  d 14  votes 

SJGholson  " 6  votes 

i 
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James  Drane  received .<...   1  £ 

W  P  Harris  "     4 

L  E  Houston  "     .  .• * 1 

JJPettus  «     1 

JB  McEae  «     1 

Geo  Ramsey  "     .' 1 

Win  Yerger  "     1 

Yandell  "     1 

J  T  Harrison        '"     ... .   1 

Kich'd  Harrison     " 1 

Number  of  votes  cast Ill  ■  • 

Necessary  to  a  choice : . . .    -56 

Neither  of  the  candidates   having  received  ,  a  .majority  of 

all  the  votesjcast,  the  Convention  proceeded  to  the  eighteenth 

ballot,  when 

James  Pbelan  received 25  votes. 

J.  W.C.Watson     "     ...' 32  votes. 

Fulton"  Anderson   " 11  votes. 

W.  S.  Featherston  "     12  votes. 

Walker  Brooke       " .13  votes. 

-    S".  J.  Gholson  "     -..S  votes. 

W  P  Harris  "     2  votes. 

•L  E  Houston  "' 3 

J  J  Fettus  "     1 

S  M  Meek  '•     .... 2 

HT  Bllett  " 1 

Jas  Drane  " 1 

J  F  Harrison  "     .." 1*  4 

Win  Yerger  "     1 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 110 

Necessary  to  a  choice .56 

Neither  of  the  candidates  having  received  a  majority  of 
all  the  votes  cast,  Mr.  Tindall  of  the  House  moved  tbat  the 
Convention  take  a  recess  until  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
Which  motion  was  lost, 

Aud-the  Convention  proceeded   to   a  nineteenth  ballot, 
when   • 

James    Phelan    received 25  votes. 

J.  W.  C.  Watson  "     28  votes. 

Fulton  Anderson          "     .' .13  votes. 

W.  S.  Featherston  '     "     13  votes. 

Walker  Brooke  ■  "     :'.  ...11  votes. 

S.J.  Gholson  '«     .! 10  votes. 

JJPettus  "     1 
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Jas  B    McRae  received 1 

A  E  Johnsqn  "     1 

J  T  Harrison  "     1 

Wm  Yerger  •'     .  .  1 

M  Jackson  '    f     1 

J  Drane  "     1 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 107 

Necessary  to  a  choice 54 

Neither  of  the  candidates  having  received  a  majority  of 
all  the  votes  cast,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Brown  of  the  House,  the 
Convention  took  a  recess  until  3  o'clock  p.  m. 

.      THREE  O'CLOCK  P.  ST. 

Recess  having  expiredrthe  Convention  was  called  to  order 
by  the  President. 

Mr  Brown  of  the  House  moved  that  all  votes  cast  for  per- 
sons not  in  nomination  shall  be  counted  as  Scattering. 
Which  was  lost. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  the  twentieth  ballot, 
when 

James  Phelan  received  . . . . , 23  votes. 

Jno.  W.  C.  Watson  received . '. 30  votes.    . 

Fulton  Anderson  '"     : 15  votes.    • 

W.  S.  Featherston  "     19  votes. 

Walker  Brooke  "     10  votes. 

S.  J.  Gholson  "     .....11  votes. 

J  T  Harrison  " 1  vote. 

J  L  Alcorn  ,  "     1  vote. 

Whole- number  votes  cast..... 110 

• 

Necessary  to  a  choice 56 

Neither  of  the  gentlemen  having  received  a  majority  of  all 
the  votes  cast,  the  Convention  proceeded  to  the  twenty-first 
ballot,  the  name  of  Walker  Brooke  being  withdrawn  by  Mr 
Liddell  of  the  House:  # 

James  Phelan  received 30  votes. 

J.  W.  C.  Watson     "     .'....., 38  voters. 

Fulton  Anderson    "     .19  votes. 

W.  S.  Featherston  «'     .xl8  votes. 

S.  J.  Gholson  " 6  votes. 

Mr  Harrison  " l 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 112 

Necessary  to  a  choice 57 
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Neither  of  the  candidates  having  received  a  majority  of 
all  the  votes  cast,  the  Convention  proceeded  to  a  twenty- 
second  ballot,  when  \ 

James  Ph elan  received  . . 33 

J  WC Watson  "     ..1 39 

Fulton  Anderson       "'    20 

W  S  Featberston       "     ,..12 

S  J  Gholson  " 7 

J  T  Harrison  "     1 

Number  votes  ca^t 112 

Necessary  to  a  choice 57  . 

Neither  of  the  candidates  having  received  a  majority  of 
all  the  votes  cast,  the  Convention  proceeded  to  the  twenty- 
third  ballot,  when 

James  .Phelan  received 33 

J  WC  Watson        "     ...40 

Fttlton  Anderson     " 23' 

"W*S  Featherston     '< 11 

S  J  Gholson  " 5 

Number  votes  cast t 112 

i  

Necessary  to  a  choice 57 

Neither  of  the  candidates  having  received  a  majority  of 
all  the  votes  cast,  the  Convention  proceeded  to  the  twenty- 
fourth  ballot,  when 

James  Phelan  receiv  ed .* 35 

J  WC  Watson         "     .36 

Fulton  Anderson     "     , t 25 

W  S  Featherston     " 6 

SJGholson  " : 8 

Number  votes  cast 110 

Necessary  to  a  choice 56 

Neither  of  the  candidates  having  received  a  majority  of 
all  the  votes  c^st,  the  Convention  proceeded  to  the  twenty  - 
fifch'  ballot,  when 

James  Phelan  received. 37 

J*WC  Watson  "      " ,...36 

Fult<>n.  Anderson      "     , ,.25 

W  S  Featherston     " 6 

SJGhoIson  " 8 

Number  votes  cast 112 

Necessary  to  a  choice 57 
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Neither  of  the  candidates  having  received  a  majority  of 
all  the  votes  cast,  the  Convention  proceeded  to  the  twenty- 
sixth  ballot,  when 

James  Phelan  received .' ^.34 

J  W  C  Watson         " 36 

Fulton  Anderson      " 27 

W  S  Fefatherston     " 7 

•SJGholson  " .'...5 

Number  of  votes  cast i ... 1 09 

Necessary  to  a  choice 55 

Neither  of  the  candidates  having,  received  a  majority  of 
all  the  votes  cast,  the  Convention  proceeded  to  the  twenty- 
seventh  ballot,  when 

James  Phelan  received 33 

J  f  C  Watson         " 39 

Fulton  Anderson     "     27 

W  S  Featberston     " 5 

SJGholsbn  " 6 

Number  votes  cast 110 

G 

.    .  

Necessary  to, a  choice Jf 56 

Neither- of  the  candidates  having  received  a  majority  of 
all  the  votes  cast,  there  was  no  election. 

On  motion  of- Mr  Oliver  of  the  Senate,  the  Joint  Conven- 
tion of  the  two  Houses  was  dissolved,  and  the  Senate  retired 
to  their  Chamber. 

The  House  was  called  to  order  by  the  Speaker,  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thompson, 

The  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  at  10 
o'clock.  ' 


SATURDAY,  November  14,  1863. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Sears. 

Journals  of  Thursday  and  Friday  were  read  and  approved. 

On  mo  don  of  Mr.  Upshaw, 

The  rules  were  suspended,  and  the  Senate  bill  to  be  enti- 
tled "an  act  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  Governor  of  this 
State,"  was  taken  .up  and  i?ead  twice  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  and 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Wilkinson, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  Whole  on 
said  bill,« 

Mr.  Hicks  in  the  chair. 

After  some  time  spent  therein, 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  House, 
and  recommended  that  it  do  pass. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  the  Whole  was  received 
and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Thompson  offered  the  following  amendment :  '     , 

Amend  Sec.  1 — 

Strike  out  all  after  the  enacting  clause,  and  insert  "That 
the  sum  of  two  thousand  dollars  be  annually  appropriated 
out  of  the  Public  Treasury  for  the  use  of  the  Governor  in 
addition  to  his  present  salary,  in  lieu  of  his  mansion,  so  long 
as  he  is  prevented  by  the  fortunes  of  war  from  occupying  it." 

Mr.-  Upshaw  moved  to  lay  the  amendment  on"  the  table, 
which  was  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  yeas  and  nays  called 
for  by  Messrs.  Thompson,  Carroll  and  Liddeil : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Archer,  Alcorn,  Bradford, 
Barton,  Barnett,  Clark,  Cunningham,  Downs,  Daniel,  Dale, 
Evans,  Eskridge,  Fowler,  Fox,  Falconer,  Fort,  Hicks,  Hooker, 
Irby,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  DeSoto,  Johnson  of  Wilkinson, 
Kirk,  Lott,  Lowry,  Miriter,  Montgomery;  Maxwell,  McGehee, 
Owen,  Powe,  Prewitt,  Regan,  Rucks,  Rogers,  Ross,  Seal  of 
Harrison,  Seal  of  Hancock,  Sessions,  Taylor,  Turley,  Upshaw, 
Watson,  Wynne  and  Yandell— 46. 

Nays — Messrs.  Allen,  Arnold,  B.estor,  Boon,  Brown,  Bun- 
tin,  Carroll,  Deason  of  Jones,  Dillard,  Easterling,  Foxworth, 
Go  wan,  Hathorn,  Hendon,  Isom,  Johnson  of  Tippah,  Lid- 
dell,  Lewers,  "Moore,  Marable,  Murdock,  McKay  of  Greet), 
McKay  of  Neshoba,  McNiel,  Pope,  Pinson,  Robinson,  Sutton, 
Stubbs  of  Smith,  Stephens,  Thompson,  Wells%and  Wier — 33. 

•  '  # 

So  the  arnendment  was  laid  on  the  table. 
'  On  motion  of  Mr.  Hicks, 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time  and  passed,  the  title 
standing  as  stated. . 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  Messrs.  Tindall,  Gulley, 
High,  Gray  and  Grace. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  : 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  have  passed  bills  entitled  as  follows :  ■ 

An  act  to  remove  the  civil  disabilities  of  Thos.  M.  Smedes. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  M.  Meek. 

And  have  adopted  the  following  joint  resolutions,  in  which 
the  concurrence  of  the  House  is  desired:  ' 
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Resolved  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
That  the  Congress  of  the  Confederate  States  be  requested  to 
repeal  that  portion  of  the  conscript  act  authorizing  substitu- 
tion in  the  army,  and  that  our  Senators  be  instructed  and  Rep- 
resentatives requested  to  urge  the  repeal  of  that  portion  of 
said  act  at  as  early  a  day  as  possible ;  and  that  the  Governor  4 
transmit  a  copy  of  this  resolution  to  Congress  at  its  next 
session. 

Resolved,  (the  House  concurring,)  That .  the  two  Houses 
"will  meet  in  joint  convention  in  the  House,  at  12  o'clock,  M., 
on  Tuesday  next,  17th  inst.,  for  the  purpose  of  electing  a 
Senator  to  the  Confederate  States  Congress  for-  six  years  from 
and  after  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  the  Hon.  James 
Phelan. 

Resolved,  (the  House  coneurrmg,)  That  a  joint  committee 

of  three  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  — .-on  the  part  of 

the  House  of  Representatives  be  appointed  to  make  suitable 
arrangements  for  the  inauguration  of  the  Governor  elect  on 
Monday  next. 

The  President  of  the  Senate  has  appointed  Messrs.  McRae, 
Quin  and  Patton  as  the  committee,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate, 
provided  in  said  last  above  resolution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison, 

The  Senate  messages  were  taken  up,  and  the  joint  resolu- 
tion appointing  a  committee  to  make  suitable  arrangements 
for  the  inauguration  of  the  Governor  elect,  en  Monday  next, 
concurred  in  and  the  blank  filled  with  five. 

The  Speaker  appointed  as  a  committee  on  the  part  of  the 
House  to  carry  out  said  resolution,  Messrs.  Seal  of  Harrison, 
Dillard,  Rucks,  Thompson  and  Lowry. 

Mr.  McGehee  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  regular  hour  of  meeting  of  this  House, 
hereafter,  be  9  o'clock,  A.  M. 

Which,  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Johnson,  from  the  committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  made 
the  following  report : 
Mr.  Speaker — - 

The  committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  have  examined  bills  of  the 
following  titles,  find  the  same  correctly  enrolled  and  have 
submitted  them  to  the  Governor  for  his  approval  and  signature.: 

'An  act  to  remove  the  civil  disabilities  of  Wm.  W.  Brooks, 
a  minor. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Jackson 
and  other  Banks. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  relief  of  destitute  families  in 
Yazoo  county. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Minter, 

The  House-  adjourned,  until  Monday  morning,  at  9 
o'clock. 
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MOXDAY,  November  16,  1863. 
«. 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stainback. 

Journal  of  Saturday  read  and  approved, 

Mr.  R.  A.  Harris,  Representative  elect  from  the  county  of 
Leake,  presented  his  credentials  and  was  sworn  as  a  member 
of  the  House. 

The  committee  appointed  to  make  arrangements.,  for  the 
inauguration  of  the  Governor  elect,  made  the  following  report: 

Mb.  Speaker — 

The  joint  select  committee  of  both  Houses  of.  the  Legisla- 
ture, consisting  of  Messrs.  Jas.  B.  McRae,  Quin  and  W.  S. 
Patton,  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  Messrs.  Roderick  Seal, 
Dillard,  Rucks,  Thompson  a,nd  Lowry,  on  the  part  of  the 
House,  appointed  to  make  suitable  arrangements  for  the  inau- 
guration of  Charles  Clark,  Governor  elect,  in  performance  of 
their  duty  report  the  following  order  of  arrangements,  to- wit: 

The  installation  shall  take  place  at  11  o'clock,  A.  M.,  on 
Monday,  the  16th  inst.,  and  the  oath  of.  office  shall  be  admin- 
istered by  Hon.  James  Drane,  President  of  the  Senate,  in  the 
presence  of  the  two  Houses,  in  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives. 

1.  The  Confederate  troops,  under  command  of  Col.  W.  S. 
Barry,  will  parade  at,  10  o'clock,  in  front  of  and  facing  the 
Court  House,  in  the  following  order : 

The  cavalry  under  command  of  Col.  T.  J.  Morton. 
Capt.  J.  C.  Thrall's  Arkansas  Light  Battery. 
Capt.  T.  W.  Rice's  Battery  of  Heavy  Artillery. 
Col.  W.  S.  Barry's  35th  Regiment  Mississippi  Volunteers, 
commanded  by  Maj.  T.  F.  Holmes,  preceded  by  the  Band. 

2.  The  Governor  and  Governor  elect  and  escort. 
The  Committee  of  Arrangements.  .       • 

Rev.  C.  K.  Marshall,  the  officiating  minister,  and  other 
clergymen. 

The  State  officers,  Confederate  Senators,  Members  of  Con- 
gress and  other  distinguished  persons. 

Officers  of  the  Confederate  army  and  of  the  State  troops. 

Citizeus  at  large. 

The  procession  will  be  formed  ready  to  move  promptly  at 
half-past  ten  o'clock.- 

On  the  appearance  of  the  Governor  and  Governor  elect, 
they  will  be  saluted  by  the  troops  of  infantry,  and  as  soon  as 
the  Governors  have  joined  the  procession,  the  troops  will  be 
wheeled  into  column,  infantry  by  platoons,  cavalry  by  fours, 
and  artillery  by  sections,  and  put  in  march  on  intimation  from 
the  marshal. 
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The  procession  will  move  along  the  following  streets : 
Washington,  Franklin,  Monroe,  Francis,  Franklin,  Main, 
Market  and  Military. 

On  arriving  in  front  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  the 
procession,  subject  to  the  orders  of  the  Marshal  of  the  day, 
shall  await  the  announcement  of  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  to  the 
Governor  elect  .that  the  two  Houses  are  convened  and  ready 
to  receive  him. 

The  Governor  elect,  the  Governor,  the  Committee  of  Ar- 
rangements, the  Marshal  and  his  staff,  and  the  State  officers, 
preceded  by  the  Sergeant-at-Arms,  shall  then  proceed  to  the 
Hall  of  Representatives.  On  arriving  at  the  bar  of  the  Hall 
the  Sergeant-at-Arms  shall  announce  the  Governor  elect,  on 
which  announcement  the  members  of  the  Senate  and  House 
shall  rise  to  their  feet,  and  the  President  of  the  Senate  and 
the  Speaker  of  the  House  shall  descend  from  the  stand  and 
conduct  the  Goyernor  elect  to  the  Clerk's  desk,  or  in  the 
portico,  where  the  oath  of  office  will  be  administered. 

After  the  administration  of  the  oath,  a  salute  of  nine  guns 
will  be  fired  by  the  Light  Battery. 

Which  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

The  following  messages  were  received  from  the  Governor 
through  his  private  Secretary,  Col.  J.  H.  Rives : 

Executive  Office,      ) 
Columbus,  -Nov.  14th,  1868.  ) 

Mb.  Speaker — 

His  Excellency,  the  Governor,  has  signed  and  approved 
the 'following  House  bills: 

An  act  to  remove  the  civil  disabilities  of  Wm.  W.  Brooks, 
a  minor. 

An  act  to  remove  the  civil  disabilities  of  Walter  McDougal, 
a  minor. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Bank  of  Jack- 
son and  other  Banks. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  relief  of  destitute  families  of 
Yazoo  county. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  incorporating  the  Mississippi  Man- 
ufacturing Company. 

An  act  to  remove  the  civil  disabilities  of  William  Rice 
Hooker. 

An  act  regulating  the  fees  of  Jailors  in  certain  cases. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Police  of  the.  county  of 
Itawamba  to  make  an  appropriation  out  of  the  county  treas- 
ury to  pay  the  Tax  Assessor  for  taking  the  number  of  children 
between  the  ages  of  six  and  eighteen  years,  in  order  to  an 
equal  dividend  of  that  portion  of  the  school  fund  appropria- 
ted to  be  laid  out  annually  for  the  use  of  common  schools. 

| 
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Executive  Office, 


I 

Columbus,  Miss.,  Nov.  16,  1863.  j" 
Me.  Speaker — 

I  am  directed  by  his  Excellency,   the  Governor,  to  deliver 
to  you  the  following  message  in  writing,  with  accompanying 
documents: 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives : 

I  herewith  transmit  to  you  the  report  of  the  Trustees  and 
Superintendent  of  the  Mississippi  State  Lunatic  Asylum, 
which  was  not  received  in  time  to  be  sent  with  my  former 
messages.  , 

In  February  186l  a  small  amount  of  property  belonging 
to  the  United  States  was  captured  by  State  troops  on  Ship 
Island.  I  was  directed  by  the  military  board  to  have  it  sold 
for  the  benefit  of  the  State.  Captain  J.  McCabe  was.  charged 
with  this  duty,  and  by  my  order  deposited  the  proceeds 
amounting  to  nine  hundred  and  twenty-two  dollar's  and  sixty 
five  cents  with  Block,  McAfee  &  Co.,  of  New  Orleans,  for  the 
purchase  of  powder. 

About  the  1st  of  April  1861, 1  sent  to  Major  General  Chas. 
Clark,  at  Mobile,  through  the  house  of  Winston,  Morrison 
&  Co.,  of  New  Orleans,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars  of  the 
military  fund,  to  pay  the  expenses  and  give  proper  outfit  to 
twenty  companies  of  State  troops  called  for  by  the  President, 
to  be  sent  to  Pensacola. '  As  this  money  was  not  sent  regu- 
larly through  the  Quartermaster-General's  office,  the  vouch- 
ers-for  its  disbursement  were  left  on  file  in  my  office  by  Gen. 
Clark  on  his  return. 

I  also  paid  out  of  the  military  fund,  the  Maynard  Arms 
Company,  through  their  agent  and  attorney,  Geo.  W.  Bemis, 
twenty-seven  thousand  and  eight  dollars  and  fifty-two  cente. 
The  requisition  for  this  sum  would  have  been  drawn  on  ap- 
propriation for  arms,  but  there  was  not  in  the  Treasury  at 
that  time  money  to  pay  the  debt  subject  to  my  requisition 
on^thaf' fund.  Maynard  Arms' Company  were  pressing  for 
payment.  I  had  bought  the.  arms  and  amunitionon  a  credit, 
and  the  payment  was  guaranteed  by  the  Hons.  Jefferson  Da- 
vis and  Jacob  Thompson,  and  1  deemed  it  my  duty  to  pay 
it  out  of  any  money  in  the  treasury  appropricted  to  military 
purposes. 

The  papers,  correspondence  and  vouchers  in  regard  to  this 
purchase  of  arms  are  on  file  in  my  office. 

The  Convention  appropriated  first,  ten  thousand,  and  after- 
wards, five  thousand,  in  all,  fifteen  thousand  dollars,  to.  pay 
the  expenses  of  troops  then  in  active  service  at  Pensacola 
and  Vicksburg.  That  sum  has  been  expended  as  directed, 
and  the  vouchers  are  on  file  in  my  office. 

On  the  29th  day  of  April,   1861,  I  gave  to  Brig.  Gen.  E. 
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Griffith  a.  requisition  for  fifteen  thousand  dollars  on  the  mil- 
-  itary  fund  to  defray  the  expenses  of  two  regiments  of.Miss- 
issippi  troops  called  for  by  the  President  to  be  sent  to  Vir- 
ginia. There  was  at  that  time  no  Confederate  Quartermas- 
ter to  take  charge  of  the  troops  and  provide  for  them,  and 
no  fands  sent  by  the  Confederate  authorities.  Brig.  Gen'l. 
Griffith  was  ordered  to  take  charge  of  them  and  funds  given 
him  for  that  purpose.  His  estimate  for  the  amount  neces- 
sary and  receipt  for  requisition  on  the  Auditor  for  the  am't, 
are  on  file  in  my  office,  and  his  vouchers  for  the  expenditure, 
I  am  informed,  were  left  with  J.  D.  Stewart,  in  the  Banking 
House  of  Griffith  &  Stewart. 

Of  these  three  sums  amounting  to  something  over  sixty- 
seven  thousand  dollars— two  amounting  to  forty  thousand 
dollars^'were  expended  in  placing  the  troops  at  the  points  to 
which  the  President's  requisition  called  on  me  to  place  them, 
and  to  give  them  the  necessary  outfit.  The  other  twenty- 
seven  thousand  was  expended  for  Maynard  rifles  and  am- 
munition, which  were  turned  over  to  the  Confederate  author- 
ities with  our  State  troops  when  they  went  .into  Confederate 
service,  and* all  constitute  a  .just  claim  on  the  Confederate 
government  in  favor  of  the  State. 

I  herewith  transmit  a  copy  of  the  correspondence  of  the 
Confederate  Treasury  Department,  showing  the  amount  of 
money  received  by  the  State  of  Mississippi  on  claims  audited 
for  money  expended  by  the  State  for  the  Confederate  serv- 
ice, which  as  will  be  seen  by  the  report,  amounts  to  one  hun- 
dred and  tweaty-five  thousand  four  hundred  and  four  dollars 
and  seventy-seven  cent's. 

The  accompanying  report  of  2d  Auditor,  W.  H.  S.  Taylor, 
to  Mr.  Memminger,  secrntary  of  the  treasury,  will  show  "the 
amount  of  claims  filed  by  the  State  fop  settlement,  and  the 
reasons  why  more  of  them  have  not  been  audited  and  allow- 
ed. I  suggest  that  some  competent  agent  be  appointed  to 
put  in  proper  form  all  these  and  such  other  claims  as  the 
books  of  the  several  State  Departments  may  show  to  be. due 
the  State,  and  present  them  for  settlement  at  the  Confede- 
rate Treasury. 

I  herewith  transmit  such  papers  relating  to  the  Geological 
Survey  and  the  Analyses  of  salts,  as  have  been  received  from 
E.  W.  Hilgard,  State  Geologist.  An  additional  report  of  W, 
C.  Turner,  salt  agent,  is  herewith  sent.     [See  Appendix.] 

The  report  of  Bev.  C.  K.  Marshall  is  herewith  submitted, 
giving  a  statement  of  his  operations  as  hospital  agent  of  the 
State.  [See  Appendix.]  The  utility  and  necessity  of  ex- 
tending the  helping  hand  of  the  State  to  our  sick  and  woun- 
ded soldiers,  in  my  opinion  stili  exists,  and  I  recommend  the 
subject  to  your  favorable  consideration.     . 

.  JOHN  J.   PETTTJS. 
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The  message  was  taken  up,  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Irby, 

Two  hundred  copies  of  the  message  and  accompanying 
documents  were  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  this 
House. 

On  motion  of  Mr,  Upshaw, 

The  Senate  messages  were  taken  up,   and   the  resolution 
fixing  Tuesday,  the  17th  inst.,  at  12  o'clock,  M,,  for  the  elec- 
tion of  Confederate  States  Senator,  was  concurred  in. 
•  On  motion  of  Mr.  Lott, 

The  Senate  amendment  to  House  bill  to  be  entitled  "an  act 
to  remove  the  civil  disabilities  of  Augustus  H.  Ware," 
striking  out  "Augustus1'  and  inserting  "Adolphus"  in  the  bill 
and  title,  was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barton, 

The.  House  took  a  recess  until  half-past  10  o'clock,  A.  M. 

'  Recess  having  expired,  the  Clerk  was  instructed  to  inform 

the  Senate  that  the  Hall  of  the  House  of  Representatives  was 

in  readiness  for  their  reception  to  the  end  that  the  two  Houses 

proceed  to  the  inauguration  of  the  Governor  eleet. 

The  Senate  having  been  informed,  entered  and  took  the 
seats  assigned  them. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  McRae,  of  the  Senate,  the  two  Houses 
proceeded  to  the  portico  of  the  House  to  attend  the  inaugu- 
ration. 

The  Sergeant-at-Arms  then  announced  the  Governor  elect, 
who  being  conducted  to  the  Clerk's  desk  by  the  President  of 
the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives, 
accompanied  by  Rev.  C.  K.  Marshall,  then  delivered  the  fol- 
lowing 

INAUGURAL   ADDRESS. 

Fellow  Citizens — It  is  with  no  feigned  embarrassment 
that  I  approach  the  discharge  <of  the  responsible  duties  to 
which  your  too  kind  partiality  has  assigned  me.  In  the  dis- 
tressed condition  of  the  State  and .  its  people,  I  may  well 
distrust  my  ability  to  meet  your  expectations  in  the  manage- 
ment of  our  military  and  civil  affairs.  Nothing  could  have 
induced  me  to  undertake  the  task  but  the  fullest  confidence 
that  my  acts  will  meet  with  indulgent  criticism,  and 'that  I 
shall  be  sustained  by  you  in  all  proper  measures  and  eftbrts  in 
your  service. 

The  condition  of  the  State  rs  such  as  to  require  the  appli- 
cation, for  "a  time,  of  all  our  power  and  resources.  We  are 
invaded  North,  South  and  West  by  a  vindictive  foe,  who  is 
desolating  our  borders,  burning  our  dwellings,  insulting  our 
people  and  inciting  our  slaves  to  insurrection.  Regiments  of 
the  latter  have  already  been  embodied  and  armed  to  fight 
against  their  masters.     The  evil  thus  far  has  been  felt  only  on 
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our  borders ;  but  when  we  contemplate  the  contingencies  of 
the  future,  especially  the  withdrawal  from  our  State  of  a  large 
portion  of  the  Confederate  forces,  we  shall  discover  that  it  is 
full  time  fqrvigorous  preparation,  j)  Great  as  has  been  the 
ttfafifupon  our  energies7~1Vlississtppi  has  yet  ample  resources, 
both  in  men  and  means.  The  militia  being  properly  organized 
as  a  supporting  force,  a  few  thousand  mounted  volunteers 
will  be  sufficient  to  protect  the  State  from  the  raiding  incur- 
sions of  the  enemy,  while  against  the  invasion  of  large  armies 
we  shall  be  supported  by  the  arms  of  the  Confederacy.  I 
doubt  not  that  your  Legislature,  at  its  present  session,  will 
make  provision  to  meet  all  possible  requirements. 
."^We  have  not  lightly  entered  upon  the  path  we  are  pursuing; 
and,  conscious  of  the  rectitude  of  our  intentions  and  the 
justice  of  our  cause,  we  have  neither  motive  or  desire  to  re- 
trace our  steps.  There  may  be  those  who  delude  themselves 
with  visions  of  a  reconstructed  Union  and  a  restored  Consti- 
tution. If  such  there  be,  let  them  awake  from  their  dream- 
ing !  Between  the  South  and  the  North  there  is  a  great  gulf 
fixeiL  It  is  a  gulf  crimsoned  with  the  blood,  of  our  sons  and 
brothers,  filled  with  the.  bitter  hatred  of  our  enemies  and  the 
memories  of  our  wrongs.  It  can  be  passed  only  with  dis- 
honor, and  in  reconstruction  we  shall  reach  the.  climax  of 
infamy !  '  Humbly  submit  yonrselves  to  our  hated  foes,  and 
they  will  offer  you  a  reconstructed  Constitution  providing  for 
the  confiscation  of  your  property,  the  immediate  emancipation 
of  your  slaves  and  the  elevation  of  the  black  race  to  a  posi- 
tion of  equality,  aye,  of  superiority,  that  will  make  them  your 
masters  and  rulers.  Rather  than  such  base  submission*  such 
ruin  and  dishonor,  let  the  last  of  our  young  men  die  upon  the 
•field  of  battle,  and  when  none  are  left  to  wield  a  blade  or 
uphold  ou-r  banner,  then  let  our  old  men,  our  women  and  our 
children,  like  the  remnant  of  the  heroic  Pascagoulas,  when 
their  braves  were  slain,  join  hands  together,  march  into  the 
sea  and  perish  beneath  its  waters.' 

Whenever  it  may  be'necessary  to  call  out  the  forces  of  the 
State,  I  shall  endeavor  to  make  them  efficient  for  the  defense  ' 
of  the  people.  The  day  of  militia  play-time  has  passed. — 
Such  troops  as  I  may  be  entrusted  to  command,  must  expect 
to  yield  to  the  stern  necessities  which', are  forced,  upon  us,  and 
do  the  duty  of  soldiers.  They  must  repel  raids,  not  make 
them.  Strict  inquiry  shall  be  made  as  to  the  justice  or  injus- 
tice of  the  complaints  of  some  portion  of  our  people  as  to  the 
alleged  disorders  of  the  soldiers,  both  State  and  Confederate. 
It  will  not  be  permitted  them  to  insult,  plunder  or  oppress 
those  Avhom  they  are  called  to  protect,  and  on  the  other  hand, 
the  honor  of  the  troops  requires  that  they  should  be  vindi- 
cated against  unjust  charges  and  imputations.    To  effect  this 
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it  is  necessary;  that  strict  discipline  should  be  enforced  by  the 
officers,  and  they  themselves  held  to  a  rigid  accountability. 
Without  this  they  degenerate  into  an  injurious  mob,  useless 
to  the  State,  and  a  disgrace  to  the  service.  Without  this  the 
disorderly  and  vicious  cannot  be  discovered  and  punished, 
while  their  infamy  is  left  to  stain  the  names  and  the  memories 
of  their  companions^  Having  commanded  Mississippians  in 
two  wars,  I  think  I  know  the  character  of  the  gallant  men 
who  mai-ch  in  their  battalions.  I  have  commanded  thousands 
of  them  and  have  never  been  compelled  to  inflict  a  disgraceful 
punishment  upon  a  single  one.  I  trust  and  believe  that  there 
are  but  few  who  deserve  the  reproaches  which  have  been  cast 
upon  the  State  troops,  and  that,  upon  investigation,  it  will  be 
found  that  the  complaints  against  them  are  groundless. 

There  are  within  our  borders  no  inconsiderable,  number  of 
men  who  are  now  absent  from  the  ranks  of  your  defenders 
without,  justification  or  excuse.  To  compel  them  to  go  to  the 
field  of  duty,  I  invoke  the  voice  of  an  outraged  public  opinion; 
I  invoke  a  gentler,  higher  power,  the  voice  and  influence  of 
woman.  He  is  unworthy  of  her  smiles  who  is  not  ready  to 
fight  and  to  die  in  her  defense.  / 

^Although  military  matters  may  require  much  of  my  time, 
no  other  interest  of  the  State  shall  be  neglected.  My  earnest 
attention  will  be  directed  to  the  fostering  of  such  manufacto- 
ries, and  the  procurement  of  such  supplies  of  the  necessaries 
of  life  as  may  be  authorized  by  law. 

Our  salt  works  may  not  be  sufficient  for  the  -wants  of  the 
people,  but  they  may  be  made-  to  furnish  a  larger  quantity, 
and  ajd  to  further  reduce  prices.  No  effort  will  be  spared  to 
procure  cotton  and  woolen  cards,  and  such  other  articles  as 
may  be  required  for  domestic  industry,  if  the  Legislature  will 
make  proper  appropriations  for  that  purpose.  One  of  the 
most  gratifying  indications  of  the  times  is  the  resolute  spirit 
of  industry  manifested  by  our  women.  The  spinning  wheel 
is  preferred  to  the  harp,  and  the  loom  makes  a  music  of  loftier 
patriotism  aud  inspiration  than  the  keys  of  the  piano. 

Among  the  duties  I  shall  be  called  upon  to  perform,  is  one 
which  will  give;me  peculiar  pleasure — that  of  superintending 
the  distribution  of  the  funds  to  be  provided  for  the  mainten- 
ance of  the  families  of  our  soldiers.  This  should  not  be 
deemed  the  granting  of  a  charity,  but  the  payment  of  a  debt, 
the  discharge  of  a  high  obligation,  and  for  which  I  doubt  not 
your  Legislature  will  make  ample  provision.  The  wives  and 
children  of  thousands  of  our  gallant  men  are  left  to  our  care. 
Let  them  be  adopted  as  the  children  of  the  State.  Many  of 
them  are  now  widows  and  orphans  bequeathed  to  us  by  those 
who  have  shed  their  blood  in  our  defense.  Let  the  sacred 
legacy  be  accepte'd,  and  the  God  of  the  widow  and  the  fath- 
erless will  bless  your  cause.  • 


.    .        ill 

Fellow  Citizens — For  the  distinguished  honor  you  have 
conferred  upon  me,  I  offer  you  my  grateful  thanks ;  grateful, 
because  I  do  not  deem  myself  more  worthy  than  many  others. 
I  have  imperilled  my  life  in  your  cause,  but  this  I  have  done 
with  thousands  of  my  countrymen.  I  have  been  less  fortu- 
nate than  those  who  are  yet  permitted  to  bear  aloft  your  baa-'  , 
ners  and  carry  them  onward  to  victory;  and  if  their  efforts 
should  fail,  and  we  should  be  doomed  to  subjugation,  I  shall 
be  less  fortunate  than  those  who  now  sleep  in  honorable  but  , 
undistinguished  graves  on  the, battle-fields  of  their  conntry* 
But  if  we  are  true  to  our  high  purpose  we  cannot  fail.  Every 
effort  of  the  enemy  must  be  resisted  with  renewed  energy, 
and  final  victory  will  crown  our  banners.  Let  us  exert  all  the 
powers  that  God  has  given  us,  and  humbly,  yet  confidently, 
trust  to  His  just  Providence  for  the  result.  We  are  but  de- 
fending the  rights  and  liberties  He  has  given,  and  if  we 
faithfully  employ  the  strength  and  means  He  has  bestowed, 
He  will,. in  his  own  good  tiuie,  secxire  theiin  to  us.  But  this; 
will  not  be  until  we  have,  through  all  the  trials  He  may  im- 
pose, shown  ourselves  worthy.  The  prayers  of  our  noble 
and  heroic  women  may  •avail  much,,  but  deeds  are  also re-  t 
•quired  of  men.  The  Almighty  holds  the  scales  of  battle. with 
an  even  hand,  and  prayer  and  supplication  alone  will  not  avail. 
The  balance  will  not  preponderate  in  your  favor  untilyou  cast 
in  your  swords.  CHARLES  CLARK. 

Hon.  James  Drane  then  administered  to  General   Charles 
Clark,  Governor  elect,  the  oath  of  office. 

The  ceremonies   of  the  inauguration   having  been  gone 
through  with,  the  President  of  the  Senate   announced  thatJ 
the  two  Houses  had  .accomplished  the  object  for  which  they 
had  convened. 

The  Senate  retired,   and   the   House   of  Representatives 
withdrew  to  their  chamber. 

The  House  was  called  to  order  by  the  Speaker,  whien, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stephens, 

The    House    adjourned   until  to-morrow   morning   at.  50 
o'clock.  ■      • 

''.';■■'■  •■  '  I 

.     . 
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today  ijf 

TUESDAY,  November  11,  1863, 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayer  by. the  Rev.  Dr.  Lyon. 
The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved, 
H— 11 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Regan, 

The  vote  by  which  on  yesterday  the  House  ordered  200 
copies  of  the  Governor's  message  received  on  yesterday  and 
accompanying  documents  to  be  printed,  was  reconsidered,  and 
that  portion  of  the  message  and  accompanying  documents 
relating  to  the  Lunatic  Asylum  be  referred  to  tire  committee 
on  that  Institution. 

Mr.  Yandell  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by  which 
on  yesterday  the  House  concurred  in  the  Senate  joint  resolu- 
tion to  go  into  the  election  of  Confederate  States  Senator  to- 
day at  12  o'clock, 

Which  motion  was  lost. 

On  motion,  the  House  proceeded  to  the  call  of  the  counties 
for  the  presentation  of  petitions,  memorials,  <fcc. 

Mr.  Regan  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  tax  payers  in  certain  cases,  and  for 
other  purposes, 

Was  read  three  several  times,  the  rules  being  suspended, 
and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  Bestor  presented  the  petition  of  J.  S.  Terrell,  Sr.,  and 
W.  A.  Trotter,  Executors  of  J.  S.  Terrell,  Jr.,  dec'd,  of 
Clark  county, 

Which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  committee. 

Mr.  Seal,  of  Hancock,  introduced  a  bill- to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  reduce  the  taxes 
of  Hancock  county,  and  for  other  purposes,  approved  Dec. 
16,  1861, 

Which  was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules',  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison,   by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  entitled 

An  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  prohibit  the  dis- 
tillation of  spirits  from  grain,  molasses  and  sugar,  approved 
January  3d,  1863,  and  for  other  purposes, 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

Mr.  Shelley  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  reimburse  Itawamba  county, 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rujes,  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison, 

Referred  to  the  Judiciary  committee,  with  instructions  to 
bring  in  a  general  bill  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Barton  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  change  the  name  of  Mildred  Harris,  of  Itawamba 
county, 

Which  was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  Robinson  presented  the  petition  of  E.  C.  Mosby,  of 
Kemper  county,  which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  the 
Judiciary,  without  reading. 
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Also,  a  memorial  of  sundry  citizens  of  Kemper  county, 
Which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Isom  presented  the  petition  of  W.  S.  McKee,  Tax  Col- 
lector of  Lafayette  county,  and  a  memorial  of  the  Police 
Court  of  said  county,  which  was  referred  to  the  -committee  on 
Propositions  and  Grievances. 

Mr.  Murdock  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  charter 
of  the  Columbus  Life  and  General  Insurance  Company,  and 
the  Mississippi  Mutual  Insurance  Company,  approved  January 
25th,  1862, 

Which  was  read  twice  tinder  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  committee. 

Mr.  Murdock  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Sheriff  of  Lowndes  county,  to  re- 
ceive Confederate  notes  in  payment  for  runaway  slaves  sold 
under  the  provisions  of  law, 

Which  was  read  twice,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
referred  to  the  -committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  with  instruc- 
tions to  report  a  general  bill  on  the  subject. 

Mr.  Upshaw  offered  a  joint  resolution  gra&tlng  leave  of 
absence  to  Hon.  T.  M.  Yancey,  Probate  Judge  of  Marshall 
county, 

Which  was  adopted  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  Falconer'  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted : 

liesolved,  That  the^lev.  C  K.  Marshall  be  invited  to  ad- 
dress the  members  of  the  Legislature  and  the  citizens,  in  this 
Hall  to-night  at  7  o'clock,  and  that  the  Clerk  of  the  House 
notify  him  of  the  passage  of  this  resolution. 

Mr.  Carroll  offered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted : 

Resolved^  That  the  use  of  this  House  be  tendered  to  Hon. 
Wm.  S*  Barry,  and  that  he  be  requested  to  address  the  Legis- 
lature on  the  present  condition  and  future  prospects  of  the 
country,  and  that  the  Clerk  be  requested  to  furnish  Col. 
Barry  with  a  copy  of  this  resolution. 

Mr.  Irby  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  C.  Nickle,  Tax  Assessor  of 
Panola  county, 

Which  was  read  three  several  times  and  passed,  the  title 
standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  McNiel  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  destitute  families  of  soldiers  of 
Pontotoc  county, 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  committee. 

Mr.  Dillard  offered  the  following  resolution : 
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Resolved,  That  our  Senators  in  the  Congress  of  the  Con- 
federate States  be  instructed  and  our  Representatives  re- 
quested to  use  all  honorable  means  to  secure  the  passage  of  a 
law  providing  for  the  payment  of  horses  lost  in  the  military 
service  of  the  Confederate  States  by  unavoidable  accident  or 
captured  by  the  enemy. 

Which  was  adopted. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate: 
Mk.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  entitled  an  act  to  compel  An- 
derson Bean,  ex-Sheriff,  to  pay  over  certain  money  to  the 
Treasurer  of  Chickasaw  county,  and  for  other  purposes..- 

The  Senate  has  adopted  the  folio  wing  joint  resolutions,  in 
which  the  concurrence  of  the  House  is  desired: 

Resolved,  (the  House  concurring,)  That  the  Governor  be 
respectfully  requested  to' inform  the  Legislature,  at  his  earliest 
convenience,  whether  the  4th  section  of  an  act  to  amend  an 
act. entitled  an  act  to  revise  and  reduce  into  one, the  militia 
and  volunteer  laws  of  this  State,  approved  Jan.  3d,  1863,  has 
been  enforced  as  contemplated  and  required  bylaw,  *  and  if 
not,  to  state  the  reasons  if  within  his  knowledge,  of  the  fail- 
ure to  do  so. 

Resolved,  (the  House  concurring,)    That   a  committee  of 

three  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and on  the  part  of  the 

House,  be  appointed  to  examine  the  Executive  Mansion  fund, 
the  appropriation  made  by  the  convention  for  the  Pensacola 
expedition  and  the  appropriation  by  tjie  Legislature  for  the 
purpose  of  buying  arms,  &c,  and  report  what  amount  of  said 
appropriations  have  been  expended  and  in  what  manner. 

Messrs.  Hamilton,  Mayson  and  Fatten  have  been  appointed 
as  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  provided  for  in. 
said  resolution. 

Resolved,  (the  House  concurring,)  That  our  Senators  be 
instructed  and  our  Representatives  in  the  Confederate  States 
Congress  be  requested  to  pass  an  act  making  Confederate 
notes  a  legal  tender.  • 

AYhkheas,  information  has  been  received  that  the  patients 
in  the  State  Lunatic  Asylum  are  \  ery  much  in  need  of  clothing 
and  almost  entirely  without  shoes  ;  also  that  the  efficient  Su- 
perintendent is  ifery  much  embarrassed  over  the  means  of 
supplying  them,  therefore 

Resolved,  (the  House  concurring,)  That  the  committee  on 
the. Lunatic  Asylum  is  hereby  respectfully  instructed  to.make 
immediate  inquiry  into  the  wants  and  necessities  of  the  Insti- 
tution and  report  at  an  early  day  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Also,  have  adopted  joint  resolution  entitled  "a  resolution 
for  the  relief  of  certain  counties." 

The  Senate  have  concurred  in  the  House  resolution  entitled 
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'""joint  resolution  for  the  purpose  of  compiling  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  State  of  Mississippi  and  the  Confederate  States," 
-and  have  appointed  Messrs.  Hamilton,  Mayson  and  Davis  as 
the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate  as  provided  for  in 
•said  resolution. 

And  have  also  concurred  in  joint  resolution  of  the  House : 

Joint  resolution  instructing  Senators  and  requesting  Rep- 
resentatives for  certain  purposes  therein  named, .  with  an 
amendment  thereto  in  which  the  concurrence  of  the  House 
is  desired.  ' 

Mr.  Sutton  introduced. a  hill  to  he  entitled 

An  act  to  remove  the  civil  disabilities  of  Sydney  Moore 
Jackson,  a  minor  of  Rankin  county. 

Which  was  read  three  several  times  and  passed,  the  title 
standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  Sutton  introduced  a  hill  to  he  entitled 

An  act  to  amend  chapter  8,  of  the  Revised  Code,  establish- 
ing the  fees  of  certain  officers,  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the  Clerk 
of  the  Probate  Court  of  Rankin,  county, 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the   rules. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Wilkinson,  moved  the  reference  of  the 
(hill  to  the  committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 

Was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sutton, 

The  constitutional  rule  was  suspended,  the  hill  read  third 
time,  and  passed  with  title  as  stated. 

Mr.  McGehee  offered  the  following  joint  resolution,  which 
was  read  once : 

Resolved,  (the  Senate  concurring,)  That  this  Legislature 
•adjourn  sine  die  on  Saturday,  the  21st  day  of  November, 
1863. 

Mr.  Hen  don  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  change  the  time  of  holding  the  Probate  Court 
•of  Scott  county, 

Which  was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mf*.  Lowry  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  repair  the  Mobile  .and  Ohio  Railroad,  and  for 
'Other  purposes, 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Turley, 

Referred  to  the  committee  on  Internal  Improvements. 

.Mr.  Johnson,  of  Wilkinson,  offered  a  resolution  asking  an 
appropriation  to  G.  C.  Dennis,  a  soldier  of  Co.  F,  14th  Reg't 
Miss.  Vols.,  captured  at  Donelson,  which,  with  the  accompa- 
nying documents  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  Proposi- 
tions and  Grievances. 

Mr.  Brown  introduced  a  hill  to  be  entitled 
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An  act  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Police  of  Winston  county 
to  borrow  money  from  the  school  fund  of  said  county  for  the 
use  of  the  destitute  families  of  soldiers  in  that  county, 

Which  was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Also,  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  W.  Cox,  of  Winston  county, 
and  to  remove  the  civil  disabilities  of  said  minor, 

Which  was  read  three  several  times,  the  rules  being  sus- 
pended, and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  Buntin,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  amend  the  assessment  laws  of  this  State, 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Yandell,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  granting  amnesty  to  persons  accused  of  .crime  on 
certain  conditions,  which 

On  his  motion, 

Was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fox,      • 

Referred  to  the  Judiciary  committee. 

Mr.  Barnett,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  amend  the  attachment  laws  of  this  State,  which, 

On  his  motion, 

Was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 

On  his  further  motion, 

Was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  committee. 

Mr.  Barnett  oifered  the  following  resolution,  which  was 
adopted: 

liesolved,  That  the  use  of  this  House  be  tendered  to  the 
Hon.  J.  L.  Alcorn,  on  Thursday  night  next,  and  that  he  be 
requested  to  address  this  House  and  the  public  on  the  state 
of  the  country,  and  that  the  Clerk  be  requested  to  inform  him 
of  the  same. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison, 

The  House  took  a  recess  of  five  minutes  to  prepare  the 
Hall  for  the  reception  of  the  Senate,  to  the  end  that  th%  two 
Houses  in  joint  convention  proceed  to  the  election  of  Confed- 
erate States  Senator. 

The  recess  having  expired,-  the  House  was  called  to  order 
by  the  Speaker. 

The  Clerk  was  instructed  to  inform  the  Senate  that  the 
Hall  of  the  House  was  in  readiness  for  their  reception  to  the 
end  that  the  two  Houses  in  joint  convention  proceed  to  the 
election  of  Confederate  States  Senator. 

The  Senate  was  announced  by  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  and 
took  the  seats  assigned  them. 

The  President  explained  the  object  of  the  joint  convention. 


Mr,  Moore,  of  the  Senate,  moved  that  the  convention  pro- 
ceed to  the  election  of  Confederate  States  Senator  by  ballot, 
and  that  tellers  be  appointed, 
Which  was  adopted. 

The  President  appointed  as  tellers   Messrs.  Moore  of  the 
Senate,  and  Dale  of  the  House. 
Nominations  being  in  order, 

Mr.  Luckett,  of  the  Senate,  nominated  Fulton  Anderson, 
of  Hinds. 

Mr.  Moore,  of  the  Senate,  nominated  J.  W.  C.  Watson,  of 
Marshall. 

Mr.  Oliver,  of  the  Senate,  nominated  James  Phelan,  of 
Monroe. 

Mr.  Montgomery,  of  the  House,  nominated  C.  D.  Fontaine, 
of  Pontotoc. 

Mr.  Wilson,  of  the  Senate,  nominated  S.  J.  Gbolson,  of 
Monroe. 

Mr.  Stephens,  of  the  House,  nominated  W.  S.  Featherston, 
of  Marshall. 

There  being  no   other  nominations,   the   convention  pro- 
ceeded to  balloting. 
On  the  first  ballot 

James  Phelan  received 18  votes. 

Fulton  Anderson    "     ,22  votes. 

J.  W.  C.  Watson    « .35  votes. 

C.D.Fontaine        " 4  votes. 

S.  J.  Gholson  " .11  votes. 

W.  S.  Featherston  "     5  votes. 

H  T  Ellett  "     1 

W  S  Barry  "     2  votes. 

CKMarshall  " 1  vote. 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast. 99 

Necessary  to  a  choice 50 

Neither  of  the  candidates  having  received  a  majority  of 
all  the  votes  cast,  the  Convention  proceeded  to  a  second  bal- 
lot, when 

Fulton  Anderson  received 31  votes. 

J.  W.  C.  Watson     "     37  votes. 

James  Phelan  received 16  votes. 

C  D  Fontaine          " 2  votes. 

S.J.  Gholson  "     11  votes. 

W.  S.  Featherston  " 5  votes. 

W  S  Barry  "     2  votes. 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast 104 

Necessary  to  a  choice 53 
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Neither  of  the  caudidates  having  received  a  majority  of  ail 
the  votes  cast,  the  Convention  proceeded  to  a  third  bal- 
lot. 

Mr.  Liddell  placed  in  nomination' Hon.  Walker  Brcfoke, 
of  Warren  county.  '"<><W 


C  D  Fontaine         "     1  vote. 

S.  J.  Gholson  "     l.}n&mk.-tv' 

W.  S.  Featherston" 4  votes. 

Walker  Brooke       "     iftfm.  A \ ....  1 3  voitt.-' f 

m  rao}£. 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast* . . 107 

Neeessary  to  a  choice '. . . . 54 

Neither  of  the   candidates   having  received  a  majority  of 
'all  the  votes  cast, 

Mr.  Brown,  of  the  House,  moved  that  the  Convention  take 
a  recess  till  3  o'clock,  ,    a  *»iUo 

Which  motion  was  lost. 

The   Convention   then   proceeded   to   the   fourth  ballot.. 
when 

Fulton  Anderson  received 30  votes. 

J.  W.  C.  Watson     «     ; 38  votes. 

James  Phelan        ■"•.... TO  votes.    ■ 

C  D  Fontaine  "  ■   .•.'.. 1  vote. 

S  J  Gholson  ■« 10  votes. 

W  S  Featherston  " 4  votes 

Walker  Brooke      " 12  votes 

Mr.  Matthews         "     2 


Number  of -votes  cast 107 

Necessary  to  a  choice 54 

Neither  of  the  candidates   having  received   a  ma; 
all  the  votes  cast, 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Moore,  of  the  Senate, 

The  Convention  took  a  recess  until  3  o'clock  P.  M. 

I 

THREE  O'CLOCK  P.  M. 
.  .  •  i 

Eecess  having  expired,  the  Convention  was  called  to  order 
by  the  President.  • 

The   Convention    then    proceeded    to   the    fifth    ballot, 
when 

Fulton  'Anderson  received .32  votes. 

Jno.  W.  C.  Watson        "     41  votes. 
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James  Phelan  reeei^0???.^^??^"  8  votes. 

C  D  Fontaine-        • '  ■"    ' ' .'.' .   1  vote. 

S.  J.  Gholson  "      12  votes,   y 

W.  S.  Featherston    «  ' ' ;.-....... 4  votes. 

Walker  Brooke         " .......  3  votes^ 

.     Mr.  Stanley  '  •>■•■'     "     2  votes. 

Whole  number  votes  cast.™?^. ??;  ^flMf f J 

-vr                         i    .                     .goluciH;  -j'vUiiY/  .noil  lo 
JN ecessary  to  a  choice 52  ,,.,r4 

No  election.  :      oa,f  ^^  J'y  "  J 

Mr.  Oliver,  of  the  Senate,  presented  the  following  commu- 
nication from  the  Hon,  James  Phelan,  withdrawing  his  name 
from  before  the  Convention; 

Hon   Simeon  Oliver:, _  .  Jit;       ,      lodtauYi 

My  JEsteemed  Friend — I  authorize  you  to  withdraw  my 
namefpom  before  the  Convention.  In  doing  so,  I  have  not 
con^ilted  with  a  single  friend  ;  but  I  cannot  consent  longer 
'to  embarrass  ithe  action  of  the  Legislature  from  merely  per- 
sonal considerations.  Elected  to  the  Confederate  Senate  for 
two  years,  for  that  time  I  have  labored  to  d  seharge  the  re- 
sponsible duties, of  that  position,  and  now  retire  from  it,  I 
trust,  without  having,  tarnished  witha  stain  the  name  of 
Mississippi.  .  But  cuough,  of  this.  Withdraw  my  name,  and 
for  your  past  .kindness,  accept  an  assurance  of  my  grateful 

remembrance.. . . . » .     "   Your  friend, 

JAMES  PHELAN. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  a  sixth  ballot,  when 
Fulton  Anderson  received  ......... .38  votes./. 

J.  W.  C.  Watson    "    '., 43  votes.  t]f 

S.  J.  Gholson  "     .«&■.»  11  votes.       '//" 

W.  S.  Featherston  "    ..>  .**,,,.»>,.-,<..•• .'  7  votes. 

Walker  Brooke     " 5  votes..,, \%  \\& 

J  J  McEae  "     1     ,d      , 

Yandell  " 1 

■ .  — ±f  .7/  ,f, 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast lQQv  x  M 

htt                    .                   ".■jU'Anb'AU'j  y-'i. ' 
IS  ecessary  to  a  choice.. 54 

No  election.  ii 

Mr.  Montgomery,  of  the  House,   withdrew  the  name  of 
Mr.  Fontaine.. ,         ,. ....     "  aottisW  P  W  t. 

The  Convention  proceeded  to  the  seventh  ballot,  when 

Fulton  Anderson  received  40  votes, 

J  W  C  Watson    -  ■      "     ....... . . . .  .42  votes. 

S  J  Gholson  "     12  votes.  " 


no 

W  S  Featherston  received 9  votes. 

Walker  Brooke  "     . 4  votes. 

Number  votes  cast •. .  1 07 

Necessary  to  a.  choice 54 

Neither  of  the  candidates  having  received  a  majority  of 
all  the  votes  cast,  the  Convention  proceeded  to  the  eighth 
ballot,  when  Mr  Liddell,  of  the  House,  withdrew  the  name 
of  Hon.  Walker  Brooke. 

Fulton   Anderson  received .42 

J  W  C  Watson        " ..47 

S  J  Gholson  " .12 

WS  Featherston     « ...„_<> 

Number  votes  cast 107 

i 

m    Necessary  to  a  choice  * 54   I 

Mr  Alcorn  then  rose  to  a  point  of  order,  that  in  balloting 
each  member  should  deliver  his  ballot  tO'the  tellers,  and  not 
by  proxy.     It  was  sustained. 

The  Convention  then  proceeded  to  the  ninth  ballot,  when 

Fulton  Anderson     " 42 

J  WC  Watson         "     .L...49 

S  JGholson  "     1....  .11 

W  S  Featherston     "     . . • ; *........  5 

Bradford  I    "     1 



Number  votes  cast . . . . , 108 

•'"  ' 

Necessary  to  a  choice. 55 

Mr.  Stephens,  of  the  House,  withdrew  the  name  of  Gen. 
W.  S   Featherston. 

Neither'of  the  candidates  having  received  a  majority  of 
all  the  votes  c<ist,  the  Convention  proceeded  to  the  tenth 
ballot,  when  ....... 

Fulton  Anderson    "  « 41  Votes. 

J.  W.  O.  Watson     "     54  votes. 

S.  J.  Gholson    ■       " 13  votes. 

Neither  of  the  candidates  having,  received  a  majority  of 
all  the  votes  cast,  the  Convention  proceeded  to  the  eleventh 
ballot,  when  noiJ 

Fulton^Anderson  received  . ■* .  U*  ..itffctfJWttJ 0v4O  -i 

JWCVatson  "     B*      t\t 

S  J  Gholson  l>1 'bshatttfaq. --^1   * 

.......  b  '•  I 

Number  votes  cast ..,.,.,..  1 08 

— r~ 
Necessary  to  a  choice ■•■•..«.     55 
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Mr.  Watson  having  received  a  constitutional  majority  of 
all  the  votes  cast,  was  declared  by  the  President  of  the  Con- 
vention to  he  duly  and  constitutionally  elected  .Confederate 
States  Senator  for  the  term  of  six  years  from  the  expiration 
of  the  term  of  service  of  the  Hon.  James  Phelan. 

The  object  of  the  joint  convention  having  been  accom- 
plished, the  Senate  retired  to  their  chamber. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brown, 

The  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  at  10 
o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  Nov.  18,  1863. 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Larrabee. 

Journal  of  yesterday  read  and  approved. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  : 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  have  passed  a  bill  entitled  "an  act  to  authorize 
the  repair  of  the  Mt  bile  and  Ohio  Railroad  between  Okolona 
and  Tupelo,  in  this  State,  and  for  other  purposes." 

Have  also  passed  a  House  bill  entitled  "an  act  to  amend  the 
school  laws  of  the  county  of  Itawamba." 

And  concurred  in  the  House  joint  resolution  entitled  "joint 
resolution  instructing  our  Senators  and  requesting  our  Repre- 
sentatives therein  named." 

On  motion  the  call  of  the  counties  was  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Hicks,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  redemption  of  lands  sold  to  the 
State  for  taxes  at  the   office  of  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts. 

Which  was  read  three  several  times  and  passed,  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rules,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  Stubbs,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  J.  D.  W.Duckworth,  Tax  collector 
of  Smith  county, 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

Mr.  Minter,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  remove  the  civil  and  legal  disabilities  of  Samuel 
B.  Jones,  of  Sunflower  county, 

Which  was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  Houston,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 
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An  act  to  extend  the  provisions  of  an  act  entitled  an  act  to 
suspend  for  a  limited  time  certain  portions  of  the  Statute  of 
Limitations, 

Which  was. read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  committee. 

Mr.  Houston  presented  the  petition  of  James  F.  White  and 
others,  of  Monroe  county,  accompanied  by  a  bill  for  their  re- 
lief entitled  "an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  devisees  and  legatees 
of  John  T.  Fortson, 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  Houston  offered  the  following  resolution : 

Resolved,  That  the  Judiciary  committee  be  and  they  are 
hereby  instructed  to  bring  in  a  bill  so  changing  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  State  of  Mississippi  as  to  allow  soldiers  in  service, 
whether  within  or  without  the  limits  of  the  State,  to  vote  for 
Governor,  members  of  the  Legislature,  and  all  other  State 
and  county  officers,  as  if  they  were  at  the  time  in  the  county 
of  their  own  residence,; 

Which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Allen  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An. act  to  allow  the  Sheriffs  and  Tax  Collectors  additional 
time  to  collect  the  taxes  for  the  year  1862,  in  certain  cases, 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  eommittee. 

Mr.  Eskridge,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  encourage  the  manufacture  of  cotton  and  wool 
cards  in  this  State, 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Upshaw,  by  leave,  introduced  a  joint  resolution  in  re- 
lation to  the  illegal  impressment  of  slaves,  &c, 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison, 

The  regular  order  of  business  was  suspended,  and  Senate 
messages  taken  up,  and  the  Senate  joint  resolution  adding  a 
committee  en  Agriculture  and  Mechanics,  to  the  joint  stand- 
ing committees  of  the  Legislature,  was  concurred  in. 

The  Senate  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  Alabama  and  Mississippi  Rivers 
Railroad  Company,  was  read  once. 

The  Senate  bill  to  be  eutitled 

An  act  to  extend  the  time  of  assessing  the  taxes  in  coun- 
ties therein  named,  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rules. 

Mr.  Rogers  offered  the  following  amendment : 

"Strike  out  the  county  of  Tippah." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Regan, 
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The  bill  and  amendment  were  referred  to  the  committee  of 
Ways  and  Means.' 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  G.  S.  McMillan,  District  Attorney 
for  the  2d  Judicial  District  of  the  State  of  Mississippi, 

Was  read  three  several  times  under  suspension  of  the  rules, 
and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  ah  act  for  the  speedy  recovery  of 
personal  property,  wrongfully  taken  or  detained. 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  DeSoto,  offered  the  following  amendment. 

Sec.  — .  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  2000  copies  of  this 
bill  be  printed  in  pamphlet  form,  and  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  be  required  to  distribute  the  same  as  equally  as  may  be 
to  the  different  counties  of  this  State,  which, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seal  of  Harrison,  • '  '         . 

Was  la.id  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Regan  offered  the  following  amendment : 

Strike  out  "three  months"  wherever  it  occurs,  and  insert 
"twelve  months,1" 

Which  was  adopted. 

On  motion, 

The  rules  were  suspended,  the  bill  read  the  third  time  and 
passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

The  Senate  joint  resolution  for  defraying  certain  expenses, 
was  concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Also,  Senate  joint  resolution  appointing  a  joint  select  com- 
mitttee  to  revise  and  compile  the  Constitution  of  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  &c,  was  taken  up.  » 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lewers, 

The  blank  was  filled  with  five,  and  the  resolution  concurred 
in  by  the  House. 

Same  committee  appointed  as  on  a  similar  resolution  passed 
by  the  House  and  concurred  in  by  the  Senate. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  examination  of  the  offices  of  the 
Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  and  State  Treasurer, 
hich  was  read  once. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  extend  the  powers  of  the  Police  Courts  of  Chick- 
asaw, Noxubee,  Winston,  Choctaw,  Carroll  and  Sunflower 
counties, 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  Indigent  Families. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  remove  the  civil  disabilities  of  Josiah  H.  Askew* 

Which  was  read  three  several  times  times  under  a  suspen- 
sion of  the  rules,  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 
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Senate  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  extend  the  law  in  reference  to  overseers  of  roads, 

Was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  Minter  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  the  county  of 
"Sunflower," 

"Which  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Upshaw,     . 

The  bill  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  Internal  Im- 
provements, with  instructions  to  bring  in  a  general  bill  on  the 
same  subject. 

The  Speaker  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence  for  a  few 
5ays. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  Mr.  Buntin. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Yandell, 

Hon.  J.  L.  Alcorn  was  chosen  by  acclamation  Speaker  pro 
tern. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Upshaw, 

The  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  at  9£ 
o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  Nov.  19,  1863. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved*. 

The  committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  made  the  following  reportr 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  have  examined  a  bilT  enti- 
tled "an  act  to  remove  the  civil  disabilities  of  Adolphus  H. 
Ware,"  fiml  the  same  correctly  enrolled  and  have  submitted 
it  to  the  Governor  for  his  approval  and  signature. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  Mr.  Johnson,  of  DeSoto, 
Mr;  McGefiee,  of  Pike,  and  Mr.  Eskridge,  of  Tallahatchie, 

On  moiionof  Mr.  Upshaw, 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration:  of  Senate  mes- 
sages. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  authorize  the  payment  of  interest  upon  common 
school  funds,  and  for  other  purposes,  was  read  once. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Samuel  M.  Meek, 

Was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rucks, 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time  and  passed,  the  title 
standing  as  stated. 
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Senate  joint  resolution  instructing  our  Senators  and  re- 
questing our  Representatives  in  Congress  to  urge  the  repeal 
of  that  portion  of  the  conscript  act  authorizing  substitution 
in  the  army,  was  concurred  in. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  remove  the  civil  disabilities  of  Thomas  M. 
Smedes, 

Was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Senate  amendment  to  House  joint  resolution  inserting  after 
the  words  "officers"  the  words  "and  also  pay  off  the  amounts 
due  to  the  families  or  legal  heirs  of  deceased  soldiers,"  re- 
questing the  passage  of  an  act  for  the  appointment  of  an 
agent  or  agents  to  settle  "unsettled  accounts  and  certificates 
and  receipts  given  persons  for  provisions,  &c,  was  concurred 
in  by  the  House.  .; 

Mr.  Thompson  asked  and  obtained  leave  to  introduce  the 
following  resolution,  which  was  adopted : 

Hesolved,  That  Gen.  S.  D.  Lee,  Gen.  N.  B.  Forrest  and 
Gen.  S.  W.  Ferguson  be  invited  to  take  seats  within  the  bar 
of  this  House  during  their  stay  in  Columbus,  and  that  a  com- 
mittee of  three  be  appointed  to  inform  them  of  the  passage 
of  this  resolution. 

The  Speaker  appointed  as  committee  on  above  resolution, 
Messrs.  Thompson,  Johnson  of  Wilkinson,  and  Ross. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  compel  Anderson  Bean,  ex-Sheriff,  to  pay  over 
certain  money  to  the  Treasurer  of  Chickasaw  county,  and  for 
other  purposes, 

Was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules  and  referred 
to  the  Judiciary  committee. 

Senate  joint  resolution  instructing  our  Senators  and  request- 
ing our  Representatives  in  Congress  to  pass  an  act  making 
Confederate  notes  a  legal  tender,  was  read  once. 

Mr.  Powe  offered  the  following  amendment  by  way  of  sub- 
stitute : 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  "resolved"  and  insert  "by  the 
Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  That  the  Confederate 
States  Senators  from  the  State  of  Mississippi  be  instructed, 
.and  the  Representatives  in  Congress  from  the  different  Dis- 
tricts of  this  State  be  requested,  to  use  their  best  endeavors 
rbo  procure  the  passage  of  a  law  authorizing  the  issuance  of 
bonds,  bearing  6  per  cent.,  for  the  redemption  of  the  Confed- 
erate Treasury  notes  now  in  circulation  and  which  may  be 
issued  up  to  the  first  of  January,  A.  D.  1864,  and  to  procure 
all  tilings  necessary  to  be  done  to  make  the  Confederate 
Treasury  notes  issued  after  the  first  day  of  January,  A.  D. 
1864,  a  legal  tender  in  all  contracts  whatsoever  throughout 
the  Confederate  States." 
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Mr.  Rogers  moved  that  the  substitute  he  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison,  moved  that  the  substitute  and  origi- 
nal resolution  be  laid  on  the  table, 

Mr.  Bradford  culled  for  a  division  of  the  question. 

The  vote  was  first  taken  on  laying  the  resolution  on  the  ta- 
ble and  decided  in  the  negative  by  yeas  and  nays  called  for 
by  Messrs.  Powe,  Stephens  and  Tindall :  > 

YeAs — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Archer,  Arnold,  Brown,  Bar- 
nett,  Easterling,  Fowler,  Grace,  Gowan,  Hicks,  Hooker,  Lid- 
dell,  Lewers,  Murdock,  McKay  of  Green,  MeNiel,  Owen, 
Pope,  Powe,  Pi nson,  Regan,  Rucks,  Seal  of  Harrison,  Ses- 
sions, Stephens,  Tindall,  Turley  and  Yandell — 28. 

if ats— Messrs.  Allen,  Bradford,  Bestor,  Boon,  Barton, 
Clark,  Cunningham,  Carroll,  Downs,  Deason  of  Jones,  Daniel, 
Dillard,  Dale,  Evans,  Fox,  Fox  worth,  Falconer,  Gully,  Har- 
ris, Hathorn,  Hendon,  Isom,  Irby,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Wil- 
kinson, Johnson  of  Tippah,  Kirk,  Lott,  Lowry,  Minter, 
Moore,  M arable,  Morehead,  Montgomery,  Maxwell,  McKay 
of  Neshoba,  MeLaurin,  MeGehee,  Prewitt,  Rogers,  Ross, 
Robinson,  Seal  of  Hancock,  Shelley,  Sutton,  Stubbs  of  Smith, 
Taylor,  Thompson,  Upshaw,  Wells,  Wier  and   Wynne — 53. 

The  House  refused  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  laying  the  substitute  on 
the  table  and  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  yeas  and  nays 
called  for  by  Messrs.  Powe,  Stephens  and  Tindall,  as  follows, 
to-wit : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Allen,  Bradford,  Bestor,  Barton,  Barnett, 
Clark,  Cunningham,  Downs,  Deason  of  Jones,  Daniel,  Dale, 
Evans,Fowler,  Fox,  Falconer,  Gully,  Hicks,  Harris,  Hathorn, 
Hendon,  Isom,  Kirk,  Lott,  Moore,  Marable,  McKay  of 
Neshoba,  Alc'Laurin,  MeGehee,  Owen,  Pinson, 'Prewitt,  Ro- 
gers, Ross,  Robinson,  Seal  of  Harrison,  Seal  of  Hancock,  Ses- 
sions, Shelley,  Sutton,  Stuhbs  of  Smith,  Taylor,  Thompson, 
Turley,  Upshaw,  Wells,  Wier  and  Wynne — 47. 

Nays — Mr.  Spenker,  Messrs.  Archer,  Arnold,  Boon, 
Brown,  Carroll,  Deason  of  Copiah,  Dillard,  Easterling,  Fox- 
worth,  Grace,  Gowan,  Hooker,  Irby,  Jackson,  Johnson  of 
Wilkinson,  Johnson  of  Tippah,  Liddell,  Lowry,  Lewers, 
Morehead,  Montgomery,  Maxwell,  Murdock,  McKay  of 
Green, McNiel,  Pope,  Powe,  Regan,  RucksT  Stephens,  Tindall 
and  Yandell— 3-3. 

The  substitute  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Rogers  moved  that  the  resolution  be  made  the  special 
order  for  Tuesday  next, 
Which  was  lost. 
The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  i 
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M r.  Speaker—  .  ,  . 

The  Senate  has  passed^  the.following  entitled  bills : 

An  act  to  change  the  name  of' Nancy  Delaware  Wyatt  to 
tha,t  of  Nancy  Delaware  Gibbs,  and  to  enable  .Joseph  Gibbs 
and  wife  to  adopt  her  as  their  child. 

A  bill  entitled  "an  act  to  enable  the  High  Court  of  Errors 

and  Appeals  of  this  State  to  prevent  injustice  to  suitors  and 

to -correct  some  of  the  evils  arising  from  the  present  use." 

0    A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  citizens  of  De- 

Soto  county,  whose  lands  have  been  illegally  sold  for  taxes 

♦  of  1862.      ■  / 

And  concurred  in  the  joint  resolution  of  the  House  entitled 
joint  resolution  in  relation  to  the  illegal  impressment  of  slaves. 

Pending  the  motion  to  concur  in  the  Senate  resolution, 

On  motion  of  "Mr.  Hicks, 

The  House  adjourned  until  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

.      THREE   O'CLOCK,    P.    M. 

House, met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  question 
pending  on  adjournment,  to-wit :  The  Senate  resolution  in- 
structing our  Senators  and  requesting  our  Representatives  in 
Congress  to  pass  an  act  making  Confederate  notes  a  legal 
tender,  and  the  motion  that  the  House  concur  therein. 

.  Mr.  Thompson  offered  the  following  amendment  by  way  of 
substitute: 

Amend  by  striking  out  all  after  the  Word  "requested"  and 
insert  "to  tfrge  before  Congress  the  passage  of  a  law  that  will 
retire  from  circulation  the  present  outstanding  Treasury  notes, 
and  provide  for  the  issuance  of  Treasury  notes,  or  other  evi- 
dences of  debt,  which  shall  be  declared  a  legal  tender  in- 
the  payment  .of  debts, 

Which,  was  adopted  by  yeas  and  nays  called  for  by  Messrs. 
Bradford,  Stubbs  of  Smith  and  Minter: 

Yeas— Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  ^Archer,  Allen,  Arnold, Boon, 
Browu,  Barnett,  Cunningham,  Carroll,.  Deason  of  Copiah, 
Deason  of  Jones,  Daniel,  Dillard,  Evans,  Fowler,  Foxworth, 
Grace,  Gowan,  Hicks,  Hooker,  Hatht>rn,  Isom,  Irby,  Jackson, 
Johnson  of  Wilkinson,'  Johnson  of  Tippah,  Kirk,  Liddell, 
Lott,  T_4)wry,  Lewers,  Minter,  Montgomery,  Maxweli,  Mur- 
dock,  McKay  of  Green,  McLaurin,  McNeil,  Pope, 4Powe, 
Pinson,  Re^an,  Robinson,  Sessions,  Sutton,  Stephens,  Taylor, 
Thompson,  Tindall,Turley,  Wells,  Wier,Watson,YandelF — 54. 

Nats — Messrs.  Bradford,  Clark,  Downs,  Dale,  Fox,  Fal- 
coner,  Gully,  Harris,   Hendon,   Moore,  Marable,  McKay  of 
Neshoba.,  Prewitt,   Rogei-3,  Ross;   Seal  of  Harrison,  Seal  of 
Hancock,  Shelley,  Stubbs  of  Smith,  Upshawand  Wynne— 22. 
.    H— 12 
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The  substitute  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Falconer  offered  the  following  amendment: 

Resolved  by  the  Legislature  of  tne  Sfute  of  31ississippiy 
That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  Legislature  that  the  Congress  of 
the  Confederate  States  should  adopt  some  measure  making 
Confederate  Treasury  notes  a;  legal  tender  in.  payment  of 
all  debts  contracted  after  such  measure  becomes  a  law,  and  a 
legal  tender  in  payment  of  debts  before  contracted  in  so  far 
as  to  bar  interest  on  all  debts  in  which  interest  is  not  a  part 
of  the  written  contract  after  tender  of  payment  shall  have 
been  made  in  saifl  Treasury  notes. 

Which  was  lost. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  adoption  of  the  Senate 
resolution  as  amended,  and  was  decided  in  the  affirmative  by 
yeas  and  nays  called  for  by  Messrs.  Dale,  Minter  and  Brad- 
ford: 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Archer,  Alien,  Arnold- Bestor, 
Boon,  Brown,  Barnett,  Cunningham,  Carroll,  Deason  of  Co- 
piah, Downs,  Deason  of  Jones,  Daniel,  Dillard,  Evans,  Fox- 
Avorth,  Falconer,  Grace,  Gowan',  Hooker,  Hathorn,  Isem,  Irby, 
Jackson,  Johnson  of  Wilkinson,  Johnson  of  Tippah,  Kirk, 
Licldeli,  Lowry,  Lewers,  Minter,  Moore,  Maxwell,  Mur'dock, 
McKay  of  Green,  McLaurin,,  Pope,  Powe,  Prewitt,  Regan, 
Rucks,  Ross,  Robinson,  Sessions,  Shelley,  Sutton.  Stephens, 
Taylor,  Thompson,  Tindall,  Upshaw,  Wells,  Wier  and  Tan- 
dell— 55. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bradford,  Clark;  Dale,  Fowler,  Fox,  Guliy, 
Harris,  ITendon,  Lott,  Marable,  Montgomery,  McKay  of 
Neshoba,  McGehee,  McNiel,  Pinson,  Rogers,  Seal  of  Harri- 
son, Seal  of  Hancock,  Stubbs  of  Smith,  Turley,  Watson  and 
/Winme— 23. 

The  resolution- was  concurred  in. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Goverrior : 


Executive  Office,      ) 


Columbus,  Nov.  19th,  1S6< 
Mr.  Speaker — 

His  Excellency,  the  Governor,  has   signed   and  approved 
the  following  House  bill : 

An  act  to  remove  the   civil   disabilities   of   Adolphus  H. 
War*,  a  minor. 

Mr.  Murdock,  by  leave  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  authorize  the  collection  of  money  loaned  to  rail- 
rend  companies  from  the  Chickasaw  school  fund,  ■ 

Which  was  referred  without  reading. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  Messrs.  Barton  and  Minter. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Jackson, 

Mr.  Dale  was  added  to  the  committee   on  Military  Affairs. 
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Senatfe  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  authorize  the  repair  of  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Rail- 
road between  Okolona  and  Tupelo,  aud  for  other  purposes, 

Was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the-rules,  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thompson, 

Referred  to  the  committee  of  the  Whole  and  made  the  spe- 
cial order  for  12  o'clock  to-morrow.. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brown, 
'  The  House   adjourned  until  9  o'clock  to-nfOrrow  morning. 


FRIDAY,  November  20,  1833, 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment.  ... 

Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Coleman.  ■         .  ' 

Journal  of  yesterday  read  and  approved. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  ■  Messrs.  Easterling  and 
Robinson. 

Mr.  Win.  C.  Staples,  Representative  elect  from  the  county 
of  Choctaw,  presented  his  credentials  and  was  sworn  in  as  a 
member  of  the  Housed  " 

Mr.  Watson,  from  the  select  committee. on  Indigent  Fami- 
lies, made  the  following  report : 

Me.  Speaker — 

The  select  committee  changed  with,  the  duty  of  reporting 
a  bill  for  the  indigent  families  of  soldiers,  have  pe: formed 
the  duty  assigned  them,  and  herewith  report  a  bill  to  ba  en- 
titled "an  act  better  to  provide  for  the  families  of  our  sol- 
diers," and  recommend  its.adoptiom  * 

The  bill  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

On 'motion  of  Mr.  Hicks, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  Whole  on 
said  bill, 

Mr.  Regan  in  the  chair. 

After  some  time  spent  therein, 

The  committee  rose  andreported  the  bill  back  to  the  House, 
with  a  recommendation  that -it  be  laid  on  the  table,  200  copies 
printed,  and  made  the  special  order  for  Tuesday  next  at  11 
o'clock.  t 

Mr  Moore  introduced/a  bill  to  be  entitled 

•An  act  for  the  relief  of  Mississippi  State  Troops, 

Which  was  reawfc  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr  Falconer  made  the  following  report  from  a  select  com- 
mittee: 
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Mr.  Speaker— 

The  special  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  report 
of  Cooper  &  Kimball,  Public  Printers,  have  had  the  sam» 
under  consideration  and  find  it  correct  in  every  respect. 
They  find  that  the  Laws  and  Journals  of  the  called  session 
of  the  Legislature,  held  in  December  and  January  last, 
were  printed  as  stated  in  their  report,  and  only  required 
stitching  to  be  ready  for  delivery ; — that  the  Federals  came 
to  Jackson  and  destroyed  all.  Your  committee  are  of  the 
opinion  that  Cooper  &  Kimball  should  not  be  allowed  the 
old  price  for  printing  these  Laws  and  Journals,  which  will 
not,  in  consequence  of  the  enhanced  price  of  labor,  paper 
and  other  material,  reimburse^them  by  more  than  one-half. 
They  therefore  recommend  the  passage  of  the  accompanying 
bill.  They  beg  leave  further  to  recommend  the  passage  of 
the  accompanying  bill  establishing  the  price  of  printing. 
In  consequence  of  the  depreciation  of  the  ciu'rency,  the 
scarcity  of  material  and  the  difficulty  of  procuring  it,  and 
the  enhanced  price  of  labor,  it  is  impossible  for  the  Printers 
to  do  the  work  at  the  prices  now  established  by  law  without 
a  very  heavy  sacrifice.  The  prices  therein  stated,  wn  are 
satisfied,  are  reas  mable.  We  recommend  that  the  bills  be 
printed  on  newspaper,  as  the  work  can  be  done  for  about 
one-half  what  it  would  cost  if  printed  on  foolscap. 

The  bill  entitled  "an  act  for  the  relief  bf  Cooper  &  Kim- 
ball, State  Printers," 

Was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule%. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bradford, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  Whole 
on  said  bill, 

Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison,  in  the  Chair. 

A^jfer  some  time  spent  therein, 

The  committee  rose,  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  House, 
and  recommended  Its  passage. 

The  hifl  was  then  read  the  third  time  and  passed,  the  title 
standing  as  stnted. 

The  bill  to  be  entitled  "an  act  to  regulate  the  price  of 
State  Printing-," 

Was  read  three  times. under  a  suspension  of  the  rubs  and 
passed,  the  title  standing  assta'ed. 

-     Mr.  Bestor,  from  the   committee  on  Education,  made  the 
following  report : 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  Education,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill  to  be  entitled  "an  act  to  incorporate  $he •Southern  Col- 
lege of  Medical  Surgery,"  have  bad  the  same*  under  consid- 
eration, and  have  instructed  me  to  report -the  biil  back  to 
the  House,  and  recommend  that  it  do  pass. 
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The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 
The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time  and  passed/ the  title 
stsnding  as  stated. 

The  following  message  was-  received  from  the  Senate : 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  has  passed  a  bill  entitled  "an  act  to  authorize 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Police  of  Winston  county  to  ' 
bring  suits  for  the  collection  of  notes   made   payable  to  the 
Swamp  Land  Commissioners  of  said  county,  and  for^other 
purposes." 

And  have  adopted  thefollowing  joint  resolutions  in  which 
the  concurrence  of  the  House  is  desired,  tOrwit: 

Peso  ution  in  relation  to  adjournment,  and  resolution  in 
relation  to  Executive  Mansion  Fund. 

The  Senate  has  concurred  in  House  amendment  to  Senate 
bill  entitled  "an  act  for  the  speedy  recovery  of  personal 
property  wrongfully  taken  or  detained,"  with  an  amend- 
ment to  House  amendment. 

The  Senate  has  passed  a  substitute  for  House  bill  entitled 
"an  act  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Police  of  the  county  of 
Itawamba  to  borrow  money  from  the  school  fund."  The 
said  substitute  is  entitled  "an  act  to  authorize  the  Boards  of 
Police  of  the  different  counties  to  borrow  money  from  the 
school  fund." 

The  Senate  hftve  passed  the  following  House  bills: 

Au  act  to  change  the  time  of  holding  the  Probate  Court 
of  Leake  county. 

An  act  to  .remove  the  civil  disabilities  of  Sydney  Moore 
Jackson. 

An  act  to  change  the  name  of  Mildred  Harris,  of  Itawam- 
ba county."  * 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  "VY.  Cox,  and  to  remove  the 
civil  disabilities  of  the  same. 

And  have  concurred  in  the  House  resolution  granting 
leave  of  absence  to  Tryan  M.  Yancey,  with  an  amendment 
thereto,  in  which  the  concurrence  of  the  House  is  desired. 

Mr.  Wells  from  the  committee  on  Pr©positions  and  Griev- 
ances, made  the  following  report  which  was  received  and 
agreed  to:  •      ■ 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  standing  committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances 
to  whom  was  referred  "an  act  to  compel  Railroads  to  keep 
lights,  fire  and  water  on  their  cars"  have  had  the  same  un- 
der consideration  and  have  instructed  me  to  report  the  said 
bill  back  to  the  House,  and  recommend  that  it  do  pass. 

The  bill  was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Murdock  moved  the  following  amendment : 
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Amend  by  way  of  engrossed  ryder — 

Sec.  Be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  said  Mobile  and  Ohio 
Railroad  Company  shall  not  be  liable  for  any  penalties  pro- 
vided for  in  this  act  for  not  furnishing  lights  on  the  cars 
should  they  find  it  impracticable  to  procure  oil,  which 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Turley, 

Was  !ard  on  the  table. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time  and  passed,  the  title 
standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  Wells  made  the  following  reports : 

Mr.  Speaker — . 

The  standing  committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  Reese  Price,  of  Clark 
county,  prajnng  relief  for  a  negro  man  and  other  property 
lost  while  impressed  into  the  service  of  the  State,  have  had 
the  same  under  consideration,  and  have  instructed  me  to  re- 
port that  no  legislation  is  necessary,  his  remedy  being  pro« 
'vided  for  in  the  impressment  act. 

Mr*  Speaker — 

The  stand. ng  committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances 
to  whom. was  referred  the  resolution  to  appropriate  pay  to 
G.  C.  Dennis,  an  independent  soldier  in  Company  Fr  14th 
Regiment  Mississippi  Volunteers,  and  who  was  taken  pris- 
oner at  the  surrender  of  Fort  Donelson,  haye  had  the  same 
under,  consideration,  and  have  instructed  me  to  report  the 
same  back  to  the  House  and  recommend  that  it  do  not  pass. 

Which  were  received  and  agreed  to.  / 

Mr.  Wells  made  the  following  report : 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  standing  committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances 
■»  whom  was  referred  the  memorial  of  W.  C.  Tucker,  of 
Lowndes  county,  asking  for  the  passage  of  a  law  permitting 
him  to  sell  wine  by  .the  bottle,  manufactured  by  him  from 
the  grape,  have  had  said  memorial  under  consideration,  and 
have  instructed  me  to  report  the  same  back  to  the  House 
with  a  recommendation  that  no  legislation  is  necessary  on 
the  subject. 

Mr.  Wells  moved  that  the  report  be  received  and  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  H;cks  called  for  a  division  of  the  question. 

The  vote  was  first  taken  on  receiving  the  report  and  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to  the  report, 
and  decided  in  the  negative. 

The  petition  was  then, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hicks, 
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Referred  to  the  joint  standing  committee  on  Agriculture 
and  Mechanics. 

Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison,  made  the  following  report,  which 
was  received  and  agreed  to  : 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  Elections,  to  whom  was  referred  a  res- 
olution of  enquiry  as  to  the  constitutionality  of  members 
holding  over  and  taking  seats  in  this  body,  have  had  the 
same  under  consideration  for  some  time,  and  I  am  instructed 
to  report  "that  the  6th  article  of,  amendment  of  the  Constitu- 
tion of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  approved  Nov.  19/  1857, 
which  is  couched  in  these  words — 

"That  the  following  words  be  and  they  are  hereby  insert- 
ed in  the  Constitution  of  the  State  and  form  a  part  thereof, 
to-wit :  That  the  amendment  of  the  Constitution  voted  for 
by  a  majority  of  the  qualified  electors  of  this  State  at  the 
last  general  election,  known  as  the  tenure  of  office  amend- 
ment, And  which  w,as  added  to  the  Constitution  by  an  act 
of  the  Legislature  of  this  State,  approved  the  6th  day  of 
February,  1856,  be  abrogated  so  far  as  it  fixes  the  Tenure  of 
office  of  members  of  the.  Legislature,  and  in  lieu  thereof 
the  following  section  be  adopted  and  inserted  in  the  Consti- 
tution : 

"Sec.  — .  The  tenure  of  office  of  members  of  the  Legisla- 
ture shall  *be  for  the  period  now  fixed  by  the  Constitution, 
and  shall  commence  from  and  after  their  election  and  expire 
at  the  next  general  election  at  whcih  their  successors  are 
elected.    Approved  Nov.  19, 1857."  *''£• 

'  This  amendment  settles  this  question  beyond  doubt,  and  it 
is  the  opinion  of  the  committee  that  members  of  the  Legis- 
lature cannot  hold  over  under  the  Constitution  of  this  State. 
All  of  which  is  submitted. 

The  Speaker  announced  as  the  committee  on  Agriculture 
and  Mechanics,  Messrs.  Tindall,  Murdoch,  Cunningham, 
Bfown,  Tandell  and  Boss. 

Mr.  Murdock,  by  leave,  introduced  the  following  preamble 
and  resolution,  which  was  adopted : 

Whereas,  It  was  impossible  for  the  citizens  of  the  city 
of  Yicksburg  to  hold  an  election  for  a  Representative  to  this 
House  at  the  late  general  election  "in  consequence  of  the  oc- 
cupation of  said  city  by  the  forces  of  the  TJnited  State*; 
therefore,  .    * 

Resolved,  That  F.  R.  Turley,  Representative  .from,  said 
city  in  the  last  Legislature,  be  invited  to  take  a  seat  in  this 
House  and  participate  in  itsidiscussions,  and  that  he  be  al- 
lowed pay  and  mileage  as  other  members. 

Mr.  Fowler  made  the  following  report  : 
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Mr.  Speaker — 

The  joint  standing  committee  on  Internal  Improvements 
have  had  under  their  consideration  House  bill  entitled  "an  act 
to  suspend  the  Levee  tax  authorized  to  be  assessed  by  the 
Boards  of  Police  of  the  Mississippi"  River  Levee  pistrict,"  and 
have  instructed  me  to  report  the  aame  back  to  the  House  and 
recommend  its  passage.  > 

Which  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  Upshaw  made  the  following  report:  * 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee,  on  Military  Affairs  .  have  had  under  consid- 
eration a  bill  to  be  entitled  "an  act  to  provide  an  assistant  to 
the  Quartermaster  General  of  the  State,"  and  have  instructed 
me  to  report  said  bill  back  to  the  House  with  an  amendment, 
and  recommend  that  it  do  pass  as  amended. 

Which  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Liddell  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  reported  by 
the  committee  by  adding  the  words  "unless  such  clerk  be  a 
disabled  soldier,"  • 

Which  was  adopted.  1     , 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time  and  passed,  the  title 
standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  Upshaw,  from  the  committee  on  Military  Affairs,  made 
the  following  report : 

Mr.  Speaker — 

Th*e  committee   on  Military  Affairs.havc  had  under  consid- 
eration a  bill  to  be  entitled  "an  act  to  encourage  enlistments 
in  the  army  of  the  Confederate  States  and  for  other  purposes, 
and  have  instructed  me  to  report  the  same  back  to  the  House 
with  the  recommendation  that  it  do  pass. 

Which  was  received  and  agreed  to. 
.   On  motion  of  Mr.  Regan, 

The  bill  was  laid  on  the  table,  200  copies  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  made  the  special  order  for  Wednesday  next  at 
*12  o'clock.  , 

Mr.  Watson,  from  the  Judiciary  committee  made  the  fol- 
lowing report : 

Mr.  Speaker — 
*  The  Judiciary  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to 
be  entitled  an  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  prohibit , 
the  distillation  of  spirits  from  grain,  molasses  and  sugar,  ap- 
proved January  3d,  1863,  and  for  other  purposes,  have  in- 
structed me'  to  report  the  same  back  to  the  House  with  a 
recommendation  that  it  do  pass.   . 
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Mr.  Shelley  offered  the  following  amendment: 

Strike  out  the  words  "ten  dollars"  wherever  it  occurs  and 
insert  "five  dollars,". and  strike  out  "twelve  dollars"  wherever 
it  occurs  and  insert  "six  dollars." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison, 

The  amendment  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time,  the  rules  being  sus- 
pended, and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Leave r  of  absence  was  granted  Mr.  Go  wan. 

The  hour  for' the  special  order  having  arrived, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  "Whole  on 
the  bill  to  be  entitled  . 

An  act  to  authorize  the  repair  of  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Rail- 
road between  Okolona  and  Tupelo,  and  for  other  purposes, 

Mr.  Bradford  in  the  chair. 

After  some  time  spent  therein, 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  House, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again  at  3  o'clock. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seal  of  Harrison, 

The  House  adjourned  until  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

THREE   O'CLOCK,    P.   M. 

House  met  pursuant' to  adjournment.     , 

The  committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  made  the  following  report: 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  have  examined  the  follow- 
ing enrolled  joint  resolutions  and  bills: 

A  joint  resolution  for  tire  purpose  of  compiling  the  Cog- 
stitution  of  the  State,  of  Mississippi  and  the  Confederate 
States. 

A  joint  resolution  requesting  the  Governor  to  do  all  things 
necessary  to  protect  the  people  from  illegal  impressments. 

A  joint  resolution  instructing  the  Senators  and  requesting 
the  Representatives  in  Congress  for  certain  purposes  therein 
named.  , 

Also,  an  act  entitled  an  act  tg  amend  the  school  laws  of  the 
county  of  Itawamba. 

Found  the  same  correctly  enrolled  and  have  submitted 
them  to  the  Governor  for  his  approval  and  signature. 

The   House  then  resumed   consideration   of  the  question 
pending  on  adjournment,   and  went  into  committee  of  the 
Whole, 
'      Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison,  in  the  Cljair. 

-The  following  meattage  was  received  from  the  Governor 
through  his  Private  Secretary,  Mr.  Charles  C.  Farrar: 
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Executive  Office,      ) 


Columbus,  Nov.  20,  1863. 
Mr.  Speaker — 

His  Excellency,  the  Governor,  has  this  day  signed  arid 
approved  the  following  bill  and  resolutions,  entitled 

An  act  to  amend  the  school  laws  of  the  county  of  Itawamba. 

Resolution  instructing  the  Senators  and  requesting  the 
Representatives  in  Congress  for  certain  purposes  therein 
named. 

Resolution  requesting  the  Governor  to  do  all  things  neces- 
sary to  protect  the  people  from  illegal  impressment. 

Resolution  for  the  purpose  of  compiling  the  Constitution  of 
the  State  of  Mississippi  and  the  Constitution  of  the  Confed- 
erate States. 

After  some  time  spent  therein,  ( 

The  committee  rose,  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  House 
with  sundry  amendments,  with  the  recommendation  that  it 
do'pass. 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  aud  passed,  the'  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mt .  Regan  called  up  the  special  order  for  Wednesday  last, 
to-wit :  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  repeal  an  act  to  author- 
.  ize  the  appointment  of  two  medical  commissioners  to  es- 
pecially attend  to  the  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  from  this 
State  in  the  Confederate  army,  arid  for  other  purposes,  ap- 
proved January  1,  1863. 

The  rules  were  suspended,  the  bill  read  the  third  time  and 
passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 
,j  Mr.  Gully,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 
■  An  act  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  Probate  Judge  of  Kem- 
per county, 

•  Was  read  three  several  times,  the  rules  being  suspended, 
and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  Lowry  offered  the  following  joint  resolution  : 

Resolved,  (the  Senate  concurring,)  That  the  Confederate 
States  Senators  from  the  State  of  Mississippi  be  instructed, 
and  the  Representatives  in  Congress  from  this  State  be  re- 
quested to  use  their  best  endeavors  to  procure  the  removal  of 
Gens.  Pemberton  and  Lovell,  so  that  our  army  may  not  here- 
after be  endangered  by  their  blunders. 

^\^|iich  was  read  onc£. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Wilkinson,  moved  that  the  resolution  be 
rejected,  which  was  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  yeas  and 
nays  called  for  by  Messrs.  Lowry,  Jackson  and  Hicks  : 

Teas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arch erv  Allen,  Bradford,  Bes- 
j  tor,  Boon,  Barton,  Brown,  Barnett,  Clark,  Cunningham,  Car- 
>  .  roll,  Downs,  Deason  of  Jones,  Daniel,   Dillard,  Dale,  "Evans, 
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Fowler,  Fox,  Falconer,  Gully,  Grace,  Gray,  Hicks,  Hooker, 
Harris,  Hathorn,  High,  Hendon,  Isom,  Irby,  Johnson  qf  Wil- 
kinson, Johnson  of  Tippah,  Kirk,  Liddell,  Lott,  Lewers, 
Moore,  Marable,  Maxwell,  Murdock,  McKay  of  Neshoba, 
McKay  of  Green,  McLaurifl,  McNiel,  Owen,  Pinson,  Prewitt, 
Regan,  Rogers,  Staples,  Sessions,  Shelley,  Stubbs  of  Smith, 
Stephens,  Taylor,  Thompson,  Tindall,  Wells,  Wier,  Watson, 
Wynne  and  Yandell — 65. 

Nays — Messrs.  Jackson  and  Lowry. 

Mr.  Moore  obtained  leave  of  -absence  until  Tuesday. 

Mr.  Rogers  moved  that  the  House  adjourn  till  9  o'clock 
Monday  morning,  >     , 

Which  was  lost.  •         "  *     . 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rogers, 

The  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  at  10 
o'clock.  • 


SATURDAY,  November  21,  1883^ 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lyon. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Prewitt  gave  notice  that  on  some  future. day  he  would 
move  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  yesterday  on  a  bill  entitled  an 
act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  prohibit  the  distillation 
of  spirits  from  grain,  molasses  and  sugar,  approved  January 
3,  1863,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the   Seriate : 
Mb.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  has  concurred  in  the  House  substitute  to  Senate 
resolution  instructing  our  Senators  arid  requesting  our  Rep- 
resentatives in  the  Confederate  Congress  to  pass  an  act  mak- 
ing Confederate  money  a  legal  tender,  with  an  amendment 
thereto. 

Mr.  .Yandell,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to   authorize  Mrs.  Maria  E.  Wadlington,  Guardian 
of  the  minor  children  of  Douglass  S.   King,   dec'd,   to  sell 
slaves,  belonging  to  her  wards,,  and  for  other  purposes, 
^rWas  read  once  and  put  on  the  calendar. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  Messrs.  McLaurin,  Lowry, 
and  Montgomery. 

Mr.  Watson,  from  the  committee  on  ■  the  Judiciary,  made 
the  following  report,  which  was  received  and  agreed  to: 
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Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the  pe- 
tition 6f  Wm,  H.  Smith,  Trustee  sixteenth  section  fund  of 
Noxubee  county,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration  and 
have  instructed  me  to  report  tfcat  the  legislation  therein 
prayed  for  is  unnecessary,  as  sufficient  provision  for  the  mat- 
ter to  which  it  relates  is  made  by  an  act  entitled  an  act  to 
authorize  the  investment  of  trust  funds  in  the  securities  of 
the  State  or  Confederate  States,   approved  August  2d,  1861. 

Mr.  Watson   farther  reported  from  the   same  committee, 
which  report  was  received  and  agreed  to  : 
Mr.  Speaker-v 

The  Judiciary  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  an  act 
entitled  an  act  to  extend  the  provisions  of  an  act  entitled  an 
act  to  suspend  for  a  limited  time  certain  parts  of  the  Statute 
of  ^imitations,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration  and 
have  instructed  me  to  report  the  same  back  to  the  House 
with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  not  pass,  for  the  reason 
that  the  present  legislation  on  the  subject  is  sufficient. 

Mr.  Watson   farther  reported   from  the   same  committee, 
which  report  was  received  and  agreed  to : 
Mr.  Speaker —  \ 

I  am  instructed  by  the  Judiciary  committee,  to  whom  the 
bill  entitled  an  act  to  establish  mutilated  or  destroyed  records 
of 'deeds  and  other  instruments  in  Marshall  county,  was  re- 
ferred, to  report  as  a  substitute  for  said  bill  a  bill  entitled  an 
act  to  authorize  the  Probate  Clerks  in  this  State  to  record 
anew  any  deeds  or  other  instruments  required  by  law  to  be 
recorded,  when  the  records  have  been  lost  mutilated  or  de- 
stroyed, which  bill  is  herewith  reported  and  we  recommend 
that  it  pass. 

The  bill  as  a  substitute  with  the  foregoing  title  as  given  in 
the  report, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Watson, 

Was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  Watson  farther  reported  as  follows  from  the  same  com- 
mittee, which  was  received  and  agreed  to  : 

Mr.  Speaker — 

'The  Judiciary  committee  to  whom  the  bill  entitled  an  alct 
to  allow  the  Sheriffs  and  Tax  Collectors  additional  time  to 
collect  the  taxes  of  the  year  1862,  in  certain  cases,  was  re- 
ferred, recommend  that  the  same  may  pass. 

The  bill  then  with  title  as  stated  in  the  foregoing  report, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Watson, 

Was  read  three  several  times  under  suspension  of  the  rules, 
and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 
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Mr.  Watson  from  the  same  committee  made  the  following 
report,  which  was  agreed,  to : 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Judiciary  committee  to  whom  was  referred  bill  enti- 
tled an  act  granting  amnesty  to  persons  accused  of  crime  on 
certain  conditions,  have  considered  the  same  and  recommend 
that  the  said  bill  do  not  pass. 

Mr.  Watson,  from  the  so  toe  committee,  made  the  following 
report,  which  was  received  and  agreed  to : 

Mr.  Speaker— 

•The  Judiciary  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  en-, 
titled  an  act  to  revise  and  amend  aft  act  to  extend  the  time 
for^the  collection  of  the  taxes  of  the  current  fiscal  year,  ap- 
proved Dec.  20th,  1861,  and  for  other  purposes,  and  amend- 
ments offered  thereto,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration 
and  have  herewith  presented  a  bill  Avhich  embodies  the  said 
bill  and  the'  substitute  of  the  said  proposed  -  amendments, 
which  they  recommend  shall  be  passed. 

,  The  bill  then  with' the  following  title,  "a  bill  to  be  entitled 
an  act  to  revise  and  amend  an  act  to  extend  the  time  for  the 
collection  of  the  taxes  of  the  current  fiscal  year,  approved 
Dec.  20th,  1861,  and  for  other  purposes," 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Watson, 

Read  three  several  times'  times  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  Watson,  from  the  same  committee,  made  the  following 
report,  which  was  received  and  agreed  to  : 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Judiciary  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  en- 
titled an  act  amendatory  of  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  appro- 
priate fines,  forfeitures,  licenses,  monies  arising  from  the  sale 
of  estrays  and  runaway  slaves  in  Jones  county,  approved  Dec. 
4,  1801,  and  to  extend  the  provisions  of  the  same  to  Simpson 
county,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  as  the* 
said  bill  relates  to  the  subject  of  the  support  of  the  families  » 
of  our  absent  soldiers,  I  am  instructed  to  recommend  that  it 
be  withdrawn  from  the  Judiciary  committee  and  referred  to 
the  select  or  special  committee  which  this  House  has  appoint- 
ed on  that  subject. 

Also,  reported  adversely  to  bills  in  relation  to  the  prohibi- 
tion of  distillation  of  spirits  from  grain,.  &c,  which  was  re- 
ceived and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Thompson,  from  the  committee  on  Ways  and  Means, 
reported  adversely  to  a  bill  to  -increase  the  per  diem  allowance 
of  inspectors  and  clerks  of  election,  g 

Which  wras  received  and  agreed  to. 

Also,  reported   substitute  for  bill  entitled  an  act  to  extend 
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the  time  of  assessing  the  taxes  of  the  counties  therein  named, 
with  the  following  title : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  extend  the  time  of  assessing 
the  taxes  in  this  State  for  the  year  1363,  which, 

On  his  motion, 

Was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Also,  adversely  to  a  bill  to  amend  the  assessment  laws  of 
this  State, 

Which  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

Also,  reported  substitute  for  bill  authorizing  the  Sheriff  of 
Lowndes  county  to  receive  Confederate  notes  inpayment  for 
^runaway  slaves  sold  under  the  provisions  of  law,  said  substi- 
tute being  entitled  "an  act  authorizing  the  Sheriffs  to  receive 
Confederate  Treasury  notes  in  payment  of  runaway  .slaves 
sold,"  which, 

On  his  motion, 

Was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Also,  reported  a  bill  to  be  entitled  "an  act  to  require  the 
destruction  of  certain  bonds,  treasury  and  cotton  notes  in  the 
Treasury,"  which, 

On  his  motion, 

Was    read    three    several    times    under  a  suspension   of( 
the  rules,  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Also,  adversely  to  the  expediency  and  constitutionality  of 
a  law  to  provide  for  the  reduction  of  the  present  exorbitant 
prices  of  salt,  cotton  cards  and  other  articles  of  prime  neces- 
sity, and  for  the  punishment  of  extortioners, 

Which  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

Also,  reported  a  bill  entitled  "an  act  to  enable  the  counties 
of  Lowndes,  Oktibbeha  and  Noxubee,  and  the  city  of  Colum- 
bus, to  settle  up  and  close  their  subscriptions  to  the  capital 
stock  of  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company,"  which,- 

On  his  motion, 

Was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  and  passed,  with  title  standing  as  stated. 

Also,  adversely  to  the  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  Attala 
county  in  reference  to  the  distillation,  of  spirits^ 

Which  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Clark,   from  the  joint   committee   on   the  Treasurer's 
office,  made  the  following  report,   Mdiich  was  received  and 
agreed  to : 
Mr.  Speaker — 

I  am  instructed  by  the  joint  committee  upon  the  Treasurer's 
office  to  submit  the  following  report: 

The  committee  find  it  impossible  to  make  such  an  examina- 
tion as  the  duty  to  the  State  requires,   owing  to   the  great 
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amount  of  business  accumulated  in  said  office  since  any  exam- 
ination has  been  had.  There  has  been  no  examination  made 
since  the  year  1S58  by  the  committees  of  the  Legislature.  A 
committee  was  appointed  by  the  Legislature  from  its  mem- 
bers to  examine  said  office  during  the  vacation  of  the  Legis- 
lature in  1862.  L.  Mims 'was  chairman  of  said  committee; 
•they  could  never  be  gotten  together  and' no  report  was  ever 
made.  The  cotton  issue  of  $5,000,000  has  greatly  increased 
the  business  of  the  Treasurer's  office,  and  has,  to  some  ex- 
tent, complicated  the  revenue  of  the  State  therewith,  and  the 
labor  and  care  necessary  to  bestow  upon  the  examination  of 
that  office  is  too  great  to  be  performed  by  the  committee 
during  the  .session'  of  the  Legislature. 

The  committee  recommends  the  appointment  of  a  compe- 
tent business  man,  or  two  would  answer  better,  and  allow 
said  two  commissioners  to  employ  a  good  book-keeper  to  as- 
sist in  the  examination,  and  allow  the  commissioners  and 
book-keeper  such  pay  as  will  secure  the  services  of  the  most 
competent  business  men  .that  are  to  .be  found. 

The  committee  would  call  the  special  attention  of  the  House 
to  the  fact  that  the  Treasurer  does  not  account  for  any  re- 
ceipts or  disbursements  for  the  last  two  years,  thereby  leaving 
us  in  total  ignorance  of  the  state  of  funds  in  the  State  Treas- 
ury, giving  us  no  data  by  which  this  House  can  regulate  a 
revenue  bill.  The  committee  would  call  the  attention  of  the 
House  to  article  57,  section  4  of  chapter  6  of  the  Revised 
Code,  which  defines  the  duties  of  Treasurer.  All  of  which 
is  most  respectfully  submitted. 

Also,  the  following  report  which  was  received  and  agreed 
to: 

Mr.  Speaker — 
j.     The  joint  committee  appointed  to   examine   the 'office  of 
Treasurer,   Commissioner  and   Executive   Contingent  Fund, 
have   performed  that  duty  and  have  instructed  me  to  make 
the  following  report : 

The  committee  have  heretofore  reported  upon  the  Treasu- 
'  rer's ^office,  and  the  office  of  Commissioner  being  now  mei-ged 
into  that  office, .the  same  repprt  applies. 

The  Executive  contingent  fund  has  been  examined  by  the 
committee  from  the  26th  of  Nov.  1859,  up  to  the  14-th  Nov. 
1863,  embracing  the  two  terms  of  the  present  Executive. 
The  amount  allowed  by  law  to  the  Executive  for  contingent 
expenses,  is  four  thousand  dollars  per  annum.  This  would 
amount  to  sixteen  thousand  for  the  time  embraced  in  this 
report.  Upon  examination  of  the  vouchers  appertaining  to 
this  fund,  it  is  foinad  that  only  eight  thousand,  eight  hundred 
-  and  sixty-three  dollars  and  twenty-one  cents  of  said  amount 
has  been  drawn.     It  appears  that  the  greatest  frugality  has 
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been  used  in  the  expenditure  of  this  fund  by  the  ExecutiveT 
The  appropriation  has  heretofore,  as  appears  from  the  books 
in  the  Executive  office,  been  annually  used,  and  in  some  in- 
stances exceeded.,  Notwithstanding  the  increased  expenses 
of  removing  the  archives  of  the  State  from  Jackson  to  differ- 
ent points,  and  the  rent  of  suitable  rooms  for  offices  &c, 
there  is  a  balance  unexpended  of  $7,136  79. 

The  committee  would  call  the  attention  of  the  Legislature 
to  the  fact  that  there  are  other  appropriations  made  by  law 
and  expended  by  the  Executive,  for  the  examination  of  which 
there  has  been  no  committee  appointed.  The  Executive  Man- 
sion fund,  the  appropriation  of  $15,000  by  the  Convention  for 
the  Pensacola  expedition,  and  the  appropriation  of  $150,000 
by  the  Legislature  for  the  purpose  of  buying  arms,  &c.  The 
committee  deemed  it  proper  to  direct  the  attention  of  the 
Legislature  to  these  expenditures  and  recommend  the  appoint- 
ment of  a  special  committee  for  the  examination  of  the  same. 

Mr.  Murdock,  -from   the  committee  on  Claims  reported  in 
favor  of  a  bill  entitled  "an  act  for  the  relief  of  M.  D.  Files,  ' 
Sheriff  of  Itawamba  county," 

Which  was  received  and  agreed  to.   ' 

And  on  his  motion, 

The  bill  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed,  the  title 
standing  as  stated. 

Also,  reported  adversely  to  a  bill  entitled  an  act  for  the 
relief  of  George  R.  Fall, 

Which  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

And  submit  a  substitute  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  for  the 
relief  of  George  K.  Fall,  which, 

On  his  motion,       '  . 

Was  read  three  several  times  and  passed,  the  title 
standing  as  stated.  * 

Mr.  Bradford,  from  the  committee  on  State  and  Confederate 
Relations,  to  whom  the  petition  of  Dr.  Wm.  S.  Price  was  re- 
ferred, reported  ample  remedy  at  law  for  all  the  injuries  com- 
plained of.  • 

The  report  was  received  but  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  1  Jcgan  moved  to  recommit  the  petition»to  the  commit- 
tee on  State  and  Confederate  Relations.     Lost. 

Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison,  moved  to  lay  the  whole  subject  on 
the  table, 

Which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Dillard,  from  a  select  committee,  reported  adversely 
to  a  bill  entitled  an  act  to  procure  cotton  and  wool  cards  for 
the  indigent  families  of  soldiers  and  the  citizens  of  the  State; 

But.  offer  a  bill  entitled  an  act  to  procure  cotton  and  wool 
cards  for  the  indigent  families  of  soldiers  and  the  citizens  of 
the  State  and  for  other  purposes,  which, 
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On  his  motion,     ' 

Was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  Murdock  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table, 

Which  was  lost. 

Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison,  moved  to  refer  the  bill  to  the  com- 
mittee of  the  Whole,  which  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Irby  in  the  Chair. 

After  some  time  spent  therein, 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  back  to  the 
House,  Avith  a  recommendation  that  it  pass. 

Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison,  moved  that  the  report  of  the  com-. 
mittee  be  agreed  to, 

Which  was  adopted. 

On  his  further  motion, 
.   The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time  and  passed,   the  title 
standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  Yandell,  by  leave,  called  up  a  bill  passed  over  this 
morning,  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  Mrs.  Maria  E.  Wadling- 
ton,  Guardian  of  tlie  minor  children  of  Douglass  S.  King, 
dec'd,  to  sell  slaves  belonging  to  her  wards,  which, 

On  his  motion, 

Was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of  thg 
rules  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  Harris,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  amend  chapter  8,  of  the  Revised  Code,  estab- 
lishing the  fees  of  certain  officers  so  far  as  it  relates  to  the 
Probate  Clerks  pf  the  counties  of  Leake  and  Rankin. 

On  his  motion, 

Was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Wilkinson,  moved  to  add  the  county  of 
Wilkinson,  which, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison, 

Was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Falconer  offered  the  following  amendment : 

Me  it  ftirther  enacted,  That  no  person  liable  to  military 
duty  shall  be  included  in  the  benefit  of  statutes  increasing 
fees  and  salaries  of  county  officers,  which, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison, 

Was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  his  further  motion, 

The  constitutional  rule  was  suspended,  the  "bill  read  third 
time,  and  passed  with  title  as  stated. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Governor  : 

Executive  Office,      ) 
Columbus,  Nov.  21,  1863.  j 
Mr.  Speaker — • 

I  am  instructed  by  his  Excellency,  the  Governor,  to  deliver 
%o  you  his  enclosed  messages 
H— 13 
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Gentlemen,of  the  Senate 

and  llouse  of  Representatives : 

I  was  informed' on  the  18th  inst.,  that  the  Confederate  au- 
thorities were  apprehending  negro  slaves  in  the  Northwestern 
counties  of  this  State,.  I  Immediately  telegraphed  Gen.. John- 
ston and  Brig.  Gen.  Chalmers,  and  was  informed  by  the 
former  that  "under  instructions  from  the  President  our  troops 
are  ordered  to  bring  off  all  male  negroes  of  military  age,  in 
danger  of  falling  into  the  hands  of  the  enemy." 

In  reply  I  expressed  the  hope  that   the  order  would  be  re- 
voked, that  it  precipitated  the  evil  it  was  intended  to  remedy, . 
and  that  the  negroes  fearing   our  troops  in  their  alarm  wovtla 
fly.  to  the  enemy. 

Immediately  upon  the  passage  of  your  joint  resolution  in 
relation  to  illegal  impressments,  I  telegraphed  the  same  to 
President  Davis,,  informing  him  of  the  condition  of  affairs  in 
the  border  counties,  and  assured  him  that  the  policy  pursued 
.would,  in  my  judgment  result  in  disastrous  consequences.  To 
this,  I  received  the  following  reply  : 

Richmond,  Nov.  10,  1863. 

Gov.  Clark :— Y bur  dispatch  of  yesterday  is  received. 
General  instructions  are  given  to  remove  negro  men  from 
localities  where  they  would  probably  be  conscribed  by  the 
enemy  f<  r  service  in  their  army.  It  was  directed  that  owners 
should  have  their  option  as  to  whether  they  would  retaiji 
control  of  the  negroes  so  removed,  or  throw  the  responsibility 
and  future  care  and  support  upon  the  Government. 

If  more  has  been  done  than 'this,  it  was  in  violation  of  or- 
ders, and  the  Secretary  of  War  has  been  directed  to  give 
prompt  attention  to  this  matter. 

(Signed)  JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 

I  hope'thnt  on  further  consideration  of  the  suhjeet  the 
President  will  revoke  the  orders  given  or  so  charge  them 
as  to  avoid  the  dangers  arising  from  their  enforcement. 
Whenever  illegal  impressments  shall  be  reported  to  me,  I 
shall  use  the  powers  vested  in  the  Executive  to  punish  the 
offenders.  I  would  respectfully  call  yTour  attention  to  the 
necessity  of  legislation  on  this  subject,  and  for  providing 
further  penalties  for  the  crime  of  obtaining  goods  nnder  false 
pretenses,  and  the  speedy  relief  to  parties  against  tresspass 
upon  their  property.  CHAS.  CLARK. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rodgers, 

The  message  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  committee, 
with  instructions  to  bring  in  a  bill  upon  the  subject. 

Mr.  Irby  offered  a  joint  resolution  in  regard  to  the  late 
order  of  the  President  removing  negroes  from  exposed  lo- 
calities to  the  enemy,   and   that  the   Governor  inform  the 
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President  of  the  action   of   this   Legislature   by  telegraph, 
which, 

On  his  motion, 

Was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules  and  adopted. 

Mr.  .Regan  offered  a  joint  resolution  in  reference  to  com- 
pelling the  Judges  of  this  State  to  hold  their  courts  at  the 
places  appointed  by  law,  &c,  which, 

On  his  motion, 

Was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
adopted. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Wilkinson,  offered  a  joint  resolution  in- 
viting the  Hon.  J.  W.  C.  Watson,'  at  an  early  day,  to  address 
the  Legislature,  which, 

On  his  motion, 

Was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
adopted. 

Mr.  Fowler,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Judges  of  the 
Circuit  Courts  of  this  State  in  certain  cases,  which, 

On  his  motion,  •  * 

Was  read  three  several  ^  times  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated.     . 

Mr.  Mnrdock'  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  amend  the  Probate  laws  of  this  State,  which, 

On  his  motion, 

Was  read  twice  under  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  committee. 

Mr.  Evans  offered  a  joint  resolution  concurring  with  Gov. 
Brown,  of  Georgia,  in  setting  apart  Thursday,  the  10th  of 
December  next,  as  a  day  of  fasting,  humiliation  and  praj^er, 
which, 

On   his  motion, 
-  Was   read  twice   under   a   suspension  of   the  rules    and 
adopted. 

Mr.  .Regan  offered  a  joint  resolution  instructing  our  Sena- 
tors and  requesting  our  Representatives  in  Congress  to  do 
all  in  their  power  to  pass  an  act  indemnifying  citizens  of 
this  State  for  cotton  burned,  which, 

On  his  motion, 

Was  read  twice,  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
adopted.  , 

Mr.  UpshaWj  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  levy  and  collect  a  tax  of  thirty-three  and  one- 
third  percent,  on  all  persons  refusing  to  receive  Confederate 
Treasury  notes  in  payment  of  dues,  and  for  other  purposes, 
which, 

On  his  motion, 

- 
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Was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison, 

The  House  adjourned  until  Monday  morning,  at  -10 
o'clock*. 


MONDAY,.  November  23,  1863. 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Wm.  H.  Ellison,  of  the  Alabama 
Conference. 

Journal  of  Saturday  read  and  approved. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate : 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Seriate  have  passed  a  substitute  to  an  act  to  repeal  cer- 
tain clauses*  of  an  act  entitled  an  ant  to  authorize  the  im- 
pressment <ff  -laves  and  other  personal  property  for  military 
purposes,  approved  Jan.  3d,  18G3.  The  said  substitute  is 
entitled  "an  act  to  amend  the  impressment  laws  of  this 
State." 

The  President  of  the  Senito  has  appointed  Messrs.  Davis, 
Drake  and  Bradford  as  a  joint  committee  on  Agriculture 
and  Mechanics  on  the  pa:t  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  J.  C  McLemore,  of  Carroll  county,  presented  his  cre- 
dentials and  was  sworn  in  as  a  member  of  this  House. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Prewitt, 

The  Clei"k  was  requested  to  send  to  the  Senate  for  a  bill 
entitled  an  act  to  repeal  an  a<-t  enitled  an  act  to  prevent 
the  distillation  of  grain,  and  for  other  purposes,  passed  on 
Friday  last. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  Messrs.  Seal  of  Harrison, 
De;,son  of  Jones,  Car  rod  and  Deason  of  Copiah. 

Mr.  Jackson  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  inci  ease  the  fees  of  the  Sheriff  and  Probate 
Clerk  of  Amite  county,  which, 

On  bis  motion, 

W  s  read  three  times 'under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
was  lost  on  its  passage. 

Mr.  Jackson  also  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  Probate  Judge  of 
Amite  county,  which, 

On  his  motion, 

Was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  of  "VTaya  and  Means. 
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Air.  Jackson  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  resolution,  which 
was  refused. 

Mr.  Lowers  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  C.  E.  Murphree,  of  Calhoun 
county, 

Which  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  Military  Affairs 
without  being  read. 

Mr.  Levvers  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  for  the  benefit  of  the  cavalry  companies  com- 
manded by  Capts.  Mitchell,  Williams  and  Johnson, 

Which  was  read  once. 

Mr.  McKay,  of  Green,  introduced  a  bill  to  h?  entitled 

An  act  to  repeal  section  five  of  an.  act  entitled  an  act  to 
reduce  the  county  tax  of  Greea  county,  which, 

On  his  m  tion,  » 

Was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of  the- 
rules  and  passed,,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  Racks  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  city  of  Jackson,  ap- 
proved August  6,  1861,  and  an  act  entitled  an  art  supple- 
mental to  an  act  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  city  of  Jackson, 
approved  August  6,  1861,  which, 

On  his  motion, 

Was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  oiVthe 
rules  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  Shelley  introduced  >a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Beachum,  of  Itawamba 
county,  and  for  other  jmrposes,  which, 

On  his  motion, 

Was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rule?,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances, 
with  accompanying  documents.  '  * 

Mr.  Gulley  pesented  various  documents,  -which  were 
referred  to  the  committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Murdock  presented  the  memorial  of  Thomas  M.  Can- 
non, Guardian,  which, 

On  his  motion, 

Was  referred  to  the  committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  Grace  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  remove  the  civil  disabilities  of  Anthony  D.  Gov- . 
don,  a  minor  of  Lauderdale  county,  so  far  as  to  enable  him 
to  make  a  last  will  and  testament,  which, 

On  bin  motion, 

Was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  and  passed,  the  title  s'.andingas  stated. 

Mr.  Lott  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 
.   An  act  to  remove  the  civil  disabilities  of  Henry  B,  Luek- 
■  ett,  a  minor,  which 
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On  his  motion, 

Was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  Daniel  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  remove  the  civil  disabilsties  of  James  H.  Mat- 
thews, a  minor  of  Marshall  county,  which, 

On  his  motion, 

Was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  Cunningham  introduced  a  bill  to  entitled 

An  act  in  relation  to  the  sixteenth  section  school  fund  of 
Noxubee  county,  which, 

On  his  motion,  .  .    „ 

Was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules.* 
H$Mr.  Rucks  moved  to  refer  the  bill   to   the   committee   on 
Education, 

Which  was  lost. 

Mr.  Brown  moved  to  amend  by  adding  the  count}-  of 
Winston, 

Which  was  agreed  to. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fowler, 

The  bill  was  amended  by  adding  the  county  of  Wash- 
ington. 

Oh  motion  of  Mr.  Cunningham, 

The  bill  was  read  the  third  time  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  and  passed,  the  title  amended  by  inserting'after 
Noxubee,  Winston  and  Washington  counties. 

Mr.  High  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 
.An  act  for  the  relief  of  T.  A.  Mitchell,  of  Pontotoc  connty, 
which, 

On  his  motion, 

Was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
t.  On  his  further  motion, 

Referred  to  the  committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  Dillard  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  A.  McNeil,  which, 

On  his  motion, 
f^Was    read  three    several    times    under    a   suspension    of 
the  rules,  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  McNiel  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Messrs.  Reid  and  Dickson,  of  Pon- 
totoc county,  which, 

On  his  motion,  . 

Was  read  twee  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 

On  his  further  motion, 

Was  referred  to  the  committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  Easterling  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  appropriate  fines, 
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and  forfeitures  in   Jones   count}'-,   approved   Dee.   4,    1861, 
which, 

On  his  motion, 

Was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mr   Go-wan  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entHled 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Police  of  Simpson 
■c'ouny  to  make  all  necessary  arrangements  for  an  equal 
distribution  of  the  common  school  fund  between  the  differ- 
ent townships  of  said  county,  which,  *  " 

On  hi.--  motion, 

Was  read  twice  under  a  susj>ension  of  the  rules.  -" 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Liddell, ' 

The  bill  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  Education. 

Mr.  Gowan  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Sheriff  of  SimjDS'm  county  to  sell 
■and  dispose  of  estrays  in  said  county,  which, 

On  his  motion, 
>  ."Was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morehead, 

The  bill  was  amended  by  adding  the  county  of  Copiah. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Murclock, 

The  b  11  so  amended  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  com- 
mittee, with  instructions  to  bring  in  a  general  bill. 

Mr.  Bskridge  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  bill  of  a  general 
character,  which  was  refused. 

Mr.  4-t.ray  presentedsundry  accounts,  which, 

On  his  motion, 

Were  referred  to  the  committee  on  Claims  without  being 
read. 

Mr.  Gray  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  lor  the  relief  of  E.  A.  Miller,  of  Wayne  county, 
which, 

On  his  motion, 

Was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 

On  his  further  motion,  » 

Referred  to  the  Judiciary  committee. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Wilkinson,  asked  leave  to  introduce  a 
•bill  of  a  general  character,  which 'was  refused. 

Mr.  Brown  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  legalize  the  sale  Of  lands  in  Carroll  county,  with 
&  memorial  of  John  C.  Brown,  which, 

On  his  motion,  . 

Was  read  three  times  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules  and 
passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated.      • 

Mr.  Bi'own  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  amend  the  laws  in  relation  to  estrays,  so  far  as 
pertains  to  Winston  county,  which, 
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On  Bis  motion, 

Was  read  three  several  times,  the  rules  being  suspended* 
1  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  Cunningham  called  up  i  fill  entitled 

An  act  supplementary  to  an  act  better  to  provide  for  the 
families  of  soldiers,  approved  January  3,  I860,  and, 

On  his  motion, 

Jt  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

On  motion  of  Mr..  Yandell, 

The  Senate  messages  were  called  up. 

The  Senate  joint  resolution  in  relation  to  the  instruction 
giren  the  committee  on  the  Lunatic  Asylum,  was  read  and 
concurred  in. 

The  Senate  joint  resolution  in  relation  to  the  collection  of 
taxes  in  certain  counties  therein  named,  was  taken  up,  and 

Ou  motion  of  Mr.  Regan, 

"Was  amended  by  inserting  the  counties  of  Claiborne,  Jef- 
ferson, Wilkinson  and  Hinds,  to  the  second  series  of  coun- 
ties mentioned  therein. 

The  Senate  joint  resolution  in  regard  to  the  examination 
of  certain  appropr  ations  therein  named,  was, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Powe, 

Concurred  in,  the  blank  being  filled  with  five. 

The  following  is  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the*  House: 

Messrs.  Regan,  Murdoch",  Thorn;, son,   Irby  and  Bradford. 

The  House  refused  to  concur  in  the  Senate  joint  resolution 
in  reference  to  inquiries  made  therein  of  the  Governor  in 
regaid  to  the  enforcement  of  the  4th  section  of  an  act  to 
amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  revise  and  reduce  into  bno 
the  militia  and  volunteer  laws  of  this  State. 

Senate  bid  entitled  an  act  to  change  the  name  of  Nancy 
Delaware  Wyatt  to  that  of  Nsmey  Delaware  Gibbs,  and  to 
enable  Joseph  Gibbs  and  wife  to  adopt  her  as  their  child, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hicks,. 

The  bill  was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Senate  bill  to  he  entitled 

An  act  to  enable  the  High  Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals 
of  this  State  to  prevent  injustice  to  suitors  and  to  correct 
some  of  the  evils  arising  from  the  present  state  of  war,  was 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hicks, 

Read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and  referred 
to  the  Judiciary  committee. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  citizens  of  DeSoto  count}*  whose 
lands  have  been  illegally  sold  for  taxes  of  1362, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Allen, 

Was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

\ 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Eskridge, 

The  bill  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  Ways  and 
Means. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morehead, 

The  House  adjourned  until  3  o'clock,  P.M. 

THREE    O'CLOCK,    P.    M. 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Gowan  asked  leave  to  introduce  a  bill,  which  was  re- 
fused.      '  •  ..  i 

Mr.  Gowan  asked  and  obtained  leave  of  absence. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  for  the  speedy  recovery  of  personal  property 
wrongfully  taken  or  detained,  was  taken  up,  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hicks, 

The  House  amendment  was  receded  from  and  the  Senate 
amendment  concurred  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Upshaw, 

The  House  refused  to  concur  in  Senate  amendments  to 
House  joint  resolution  granting  leave  of  absence  to  the  Hon. 
Tryan  M.  Yancey. 

Senate  substitute  bill  for  House  bill  entitled  "an.  act  to  au- 
thorize the  Board  of  Police  of  Itawamba  county  to  borrow 
money,"  entitled  "an  act  to  authorize  the  Boards  of  Police  of 
the  different  counties  to  borrow  money  from  the  school  fund," 

Was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bradford, 

WTas  referred  to  the  committee  on  Education. 

Senate  joint  resolution  in  regard  to  the  appointment  of  a 
standing  committee  to  be  ca.led  the  committee  on  the  "Exec- 
utive Mansion  Fund,"  was  concurred  in,6the  blank  being  tilled 
with  live. 

The  committee  on  the  part  of  the  House  are  Messrs.  More- 
head,  Bestor,  Seal  of  Hancock,  Upshaw  and  Allien. 

Senate  joint  resolution  in  reference  to  the  adjournment  of 
the  Legislature  on  Saturday  next, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fox, 

Was  laid  on  the  table  to  be  made  the  special  order  of  Fri- 
day next. 

Senate  bill  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  the  President  of  the 
Board  of  Police  of  Winston  county  to  bring  suits  for  the  col- 
lection of  notes  made  payable  to  the  swamp  land  commission- 
ers of  said  county,  and  for  other  purposes, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brown, 

Was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as.  stated. 
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Senate  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  amend  the  impressment  laws  of  this  State, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Irby, 

Was  read  three  several  times  under  suspension  of  theVules, 
and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

The  House  refused  to  concur  in  Senate  amendment  to  House 
amendment  of  Senate  joint  resolution  instructing  our  Sena- 
tors and  requesting  our  .Representatives  in  Congress  to  pass 
an  act  making  Confederate  notes  a  legal  tender. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Governor 
with  accompanying  documents,  through  his  Private  Secre- 
tary, Mr.  Charles  C.  Farrar: 

31b.  Speaker — 

I  am  instructed  by  his  Excellency,  the  Governor,  to  trans- 
mit you  his  message  in  writing  with  the  accompanying  docu- 
ments : 

Executive  Office,      ) 
Columbus,  Nov.  23,  1863.  j 
Gentleme?i  of  the  Senate 

and  House  of  Representatives : 

I  desire  to  call  your  attention  to  the  condition  of  the 
State  troops  and  ask  your  early  action.  In  the  message  of 
my  predecessor  at  the  commencement  of  your  session,  he  in- 
forms you  ttiat  there  are  now  in  the  possession  of  the  State 
forces,  horses,  &c,  to  the  amount  of  $224,910  50,  and  that 
by  an  understanding  with  the  President  and  Gen.  Johnston 
the  whole  cavalry  force  is  to  be  turned  over  to  the  Confed- 
erate service,  the  Confederate  Government  agreeing  to  pay 
for  the  use  and  risk  of  the  State  horses  during  their  term  of 
service,  and  also  to  pay  the  value  when  any  such  horse  or 
horses  shall  be  killed  or  captured  by  the  enemy,  "and  fur- 
ther that  this  arrangement  is  subject  to  any  disposition 
which  the  Legislature  ■  may  deem  proper  to  make  in  the 
premises."  As  the  whole  matter  has  thus,  according  to  the 
agreement,  been  submitted  for  your  action,  I  have  deemed-it 
improper  for  me  to  permit  the  troops  and  property  to  be 
transferred  until  your  will  was  consulted.  An  order  having 
been  issued  to  Col.  McGuirk  to  complete  his  regiment  by 
taking  into  it  any  unattached  company  in  the  Northwestern 
portion  of  the  State  and  to  have  his  regiment  ready  to  be 
mustered  into  the  Confederate  service  by  the  inspecting  offi- 
cer of  Gen.  Johnston.  I  have  suspended  the  execution  of 
that  order.  Lieut.  Col.  Perrin  informs  me  that  he  has  reor- 
ganized his  battalion  and  has  now  eight  companies  ready. 
and  asks  an  order  to  transfer  them.  He  says  that  the  term 
of  service  of  all  the  companies,  except  two,  of  his  battalion, 
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has  expired,  but  that  there  are  a  number  (stated  at  sixty) 
of  the  State  horses  in  the  possession  of  his  men,  and  asks 
that  they  may  be  permitted  to  retain  them  upon  their  giving 
bonds  lor  the  payment  to  the  (State  of  the  amount'  of  the 
actual  cost  in  each  case  minus  the  amount  of  per  diem  al- 
ready received  lor  the  use  and  risk  of  the  horses  in  the  past 
service.  I  have  in  this  case  also  declined  to  give  such  order 
unless  directed  by  you  to  do  so.  Others  of  the  State  troops 
have  also  been  ordered  to  be  transferred  to  the  Coniedei  acy, 
but  the  whole  matter -is  suspended  for  your  decision.  They 
are  all  now  in  active  service  in  the  Northern  part  of  the 
State,  except  Lt.  Col.  Perrin's  battalion  which  is  awaiting 
orders  at  Macon.  Some  of  the  State  troops  desire  to  re- 
main in  the  State  service,  but  Col.  Perrin  informs  me  that 
all  of  his  battalion  desire  to  be  transferred.  The  whole 
matter  is  with  you,  and  I  await  your  action.  I  earnestly 
request  your  early  attention  to  it  and  that  you  will,  by  reso- 
lution or  otherwise  remove  the  obstacles  thus  presented  to 
an  efficient  organization  of  our  cavalry  force. 

I  concur  in  the  opinion  expressed  by  my  immediate  pre- 
decessor, that  a  large  lorce  of.  this  character  is  necessary  to 
our  defense.  It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  the  Confederate 
troops  will  be  so  disposed  as  to  give  protection  to  all  por- 
tions of  this  State.  They  will  occupy  certain  lines  and 
move  for  the  defense  of  certain  points  as  exigency  may  re- 
quire. I  do  not  for  a  moment  suppose .  that  it  is  the  inten- 
tion of  the  Legislatuae  to  leave  a  large  portion  of  our  peo- 
ple exposed  to  the  tender  mercies  of  their  unscrupulous  and 
vindictive  foes.  No  inconsiderable  part  of  the  State  is  now 
subject  to  their  raids.  They  come  with  the  sword  in  one 
hand  and  the  firebrand  in  the  other.  It  is  but  a  few  days 
since  a  messenger  informed  me  that  a  band  of  these  maraud- 
ers, landing  in  the  county  of  Bolivar,  were  devastating  the 
country  for  miles  in  the  interior,  and  the  houseless  women 
and  children  were  fleeing  before  them  lighted  by  the  fires  of 
their  blazing  dwellings.  Shall  these  things  be  unavenged? 
Let  there  be  no  delay.  A  few  weeks  more  and  you  may  see 
your  own  roofs  in  flames  and  your  families  fugitives  or 
crouching  at  the  feet  of  an'insulting  foe.  The  people  look 
to  us  for  protection.  I  earnestly  recommend  such  changes 
in  our  military  laws,  and  such  appropriation  of  money  as 
may  be  necessary  to  enable  me  to  bring  into  the  field  and 
maintain  a  force  of  cavalry  and  artillery  of  three  thousand 
men,  and  also  to  reorganize  the  militia  that  they  may  be 
called  out  without  delay.     It  is  not  expected  that  the  latter 
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will  be  often  needed — but  they  should  be  ready  as  a  support- 
ing force.  The  very  fact  that  they  are  held  in  a  state  of 
readiness  will  of  itself  add  strength  to  o\jr  movements. 
Other  States  better  guarded  by  the  Confederacy  than  ours, 
keep  their  separate  armies  in  the  field.  Georgia  lias  now 
an  army  of  about  eight  thousand,  and  her  patriotic  Gover- 
nor recommends  that  it  be  increased.  The  Legisi a ture  of 
South  Carolina  has  been  convened  to  provide  for  State  de- 
fence. Other  States  have  their  forces.  There  is  no  one 
that  needs  them  more  than  Mississippi! 

I  respectfully  recommend  an  extension  of  the  period  of 
liability  to  military  duty — that  there  be  few  exemptions. 
Those  having  substitutes  in  the  Confederate  army7  are  liable 
to  Slate  service,  but  to  remove  ,all  doubt  let  them  be  ren- 
dered liable  by  express  statutes.  To  enable  the  Command- 
er-in-Chief to  bring  the  troops  to  proper  discipline  and 
service,  give  him  the  power  to' order  and  detail  courts-mar- 
tial in  all  cases,  and  courts  of  inquiry  for  the  investigation 
of  the  conduct  of  all  officers  and  to  remove  them  from  office. 
Give  him  such  inspectors  as  may  enable  him  to  have  knowl- 
edge of  the  condition  and  discipline  of  the  troops.  All 
Surgeons  and  Quartermasters  should  be  .appointed  by  and 
accountable  to  him.  So  of  all  other  staff  officers,  except 
the  personal  staff  of  the  General  officers.  I  believe  one 
Gen  ral  officer  will  be  sufficient.  Provide  for  promotion 
by  appointment,  even  from  the  ranks,  for  meritorious  con- 
duct. This  may  be  constitutionally  done  in  the  volunteer 
forces,  for  by  volunteering;  under  the  law  they  waive  all 
supposed  right  to  elect  officers,  except  the  law  furnish  it. 
The  right  to  elect  officers  in  other  cases  may  be  safely  given 
to  the  volunteers,  the  power  of  removal  for  incompetency 
and  inefficiency  being  retained.  Provision  lor  a  draft  from 
the  militia,  in  case  a  sufficient  number  of  volunteers  should 
not  offer,  should  be  ma<ic.  so  that  they  may  be  brought  out 
without  delay.  Surrender  these  and  such  other  powers  as 
you  may  see  proper  in  your  wisdom  to  confer,  with  all 
necessary  restrictions  to  prevent  any  abuse  of  them. 
Against  any  abuses. of  power  by  myself  or  my  permission 
of  it  in  others,  I  can  only  offer  you  the  guarantee  of  my 
humble  history  in  the  service. 

I  have  the  honor  to  transmit  to  you  an  address  of  a  com- 
mittee of  the  House  of  Delegates  of  Virginia  "inviting  an 
interchange  of  views  with  the  respective  States  of  the  Con- 
federacy upon  the  subject  of  our  general  currency."  I 
recommend  it  to  your  serious  attention. 


:£ 
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I  also  send  you  a  communication  from  the  Rev.  C.  K. 
Marshall,  Hospital  Agent,  recommending  the  establishment 
of  a  soldier's  home,  and  an  appropriation  for  that  purpose. 
The  object  is  a  noble  one  and  worthy  of  it3  philanthropic 
and  christian  author.  I  recommend  it  to  your  favorable 
consideration.  CHAS.  CL/RK, 

Governor. 

Richmond,  V a.,  Nov.  4.  1863. 

Dear  Sir: — The  undersigned,  a  committee  of  the  House 
of  Delegates  of  Virginia,  have  been  charged  with  the  duty, 
during  a  short  recess  of  the  General  Assembly,  of  inviting 
such  interchange  of  views  with  the  respective  States  of  the 
Confederacy  upon  the  subject  of  our  general  currency,  its 
disorders  and  necessities,  as  may  probably  induce  some  con- 
cert of  action  or  of  sentiment,  designed  to  effect  relief  from 
the  present  evils  in  connection  with  this  most  vital  subject. 
In  part  discharge  of  this  duty,  we  have  the  honor  to  address 
you  this  communication. 

The  General  Assembly,  and  especially  that  branch  of  it 
which  we  represent,  entertaining  a  painful  sense  of  the 
present  and  prospective  dangers  resulting  from  the  disorders 
referred  to,  have  entered  upon  the  consideration  of  the  sub- 
ject with  the  hope  that 'an  interest  commensurate  with  the 
issues  involved  might  be  awakened,  and  result  in  such  co- 
action  by  the  States,  or  in  the  creation  of  a  wholesome  pub- 
lic sentiment  favorable  to  such  action  by  Congress  as  may 
eventuate  in  active  remedies  and  efficient  relief.  Want  of 
time  and  the  paramount  claims  of  other  great  questions  of 
exclusive  State  concern,  have  preventer!,  during  the  recent 
session,  the  full  maturiy  of,  and  the  definitive  action  of  the 
Legislature  upon,  any  special  line  of  policy,  in  reference  to 
this  deeply  Interesting  question.  The  Legislature  hat  also 
felt  the  restrain's  imposed  by  the  want  of  an  original  and 
comprehensive  jurisdiction  over  the  subject,  superadded  to 
the  intrinsic  difficulties  always  and  inseparably  connected 
with  its  salutary  control  and  judicious  managemen.. — diffi- 
culties "now  indefinitely  multiplied  by  the  anamolous  and 
morbid  condition  into  which  it  is  falling  with  a  fearful 
acceleration.  They  have  not  been  deterred,  however,  by 
these  difricullus,  from  a  sincere  purpose  and  an  earnest  en- 
deavor, though  unfavorably  and  imperfectly  executed  as  yet, 
to  initiate  or  invoke  some  policy  on  which  the  country 
might  stand  with  a  well  founded  confidence,  and  demonstrate 
to  itself  and  to  the  world,  that  to  achieve  its  financial,  no 
less  than  its  military  success,  needs  but  the  concerted  pur- 
pose and  combined  energies  of  a  united  people. 
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Whence  such  policy  shall  originate,  "whether  with  the 
States  or  the  Congress,  how  it  shall  be  executed,  whether 
by  Confederate  agencies  alone,  or  by  the  co-operative  action 
of  the  States,  are  to  be  regarded  as  secondary  questions, 
important  only  as  means  to  accomplish  the  first  ureat  neces- 
sary fact  oP  its  early  institution  and  successful  prosecution. 
This  latter  they  feel  to  be  an  absolute  necessity  for  the  gen- 
eral weal )  and  whatever  relation  may  be  assigned  to  the 
States  in  its  .execution,  the  moral  power  of  their  concerted 
movement  in  its  support,  deserves  to  be  regarded  as  an  ob- 
ject of  the  highest  moment. 

To  this  concert  of  movement  Virginia  invites  her  sister 
States,  with  an  earnestness  akin  to  that  devotion  which  she 
feels  to  the  great  cause  in  which  we  are  engaged.     She  does 
not  doubt  that  their  governments  and  people  ju-tly  perceive 
and  appreciate,  in  like  manner  with  her  government  and 
people,  the  difficulties  and  dangers  to  which  we  are  subjected 
and  exposed,  and  the  unhappy  consequences  that  await  us  in 
the  future,  unless   existing  tendencies  in   our  currency  are 
speedily  arrested  and  adequately  remedied  by  a  discreet  and 
vigorous  treatment.     Despoiled  of  much  of  her  richest  ter- 
ritory,  torn  and  mutilated  by  the  ravages  of  contending 
armies,  and  threatened  with   scarcity  and   suffering  ott  ac- 
count of  an  unwonted  draft  upon  the  productive  resources 
that  yet  remain  to  her,   her  unconquered   people  will  with- 
hold no  aid  or  effort,  to   the   limit  of  their  utmost  ability, 
that  the  public  exigencies  may  require  in  the  aceievement  of 
Southern  independence.     In  this  she  does  not  doubt  she  has 
the  unmeasured  sympathy  of  the  governments  and  people  of 
the  noble  States  allied  to  her  in  the  bonds  of  a  confederation 
sealed  and  cemented  by  the  blood   of  the  noblest   sons  of 
each.     And  in  the  presence  of  these  sacred  memories,  she 
now  sends  to  them  greeting,  with  an  invitation  to  counsel, 
to  movement,  to  harmonious  action  upon  a  great  question, 
in  which  the  stability  of  the  government,  the  issue  of  bat- 
tles and  the  happiness  of  individals  so  largely  depend. 

That  the  immense  issue  of  treasury  notes,  as  the  chief 
source  of  supply  to  the  Confederate  fisc,  -must  be  speedily 
abandoned  as  a  policy,  may  be  assumed  as  a  conceded  fact. 
What  means  shall  be  substituted  therefor  is  a  question 
within  the  primary  jurisdiction  of  Congress.  But  that  the 
respective  State  governments,  leading  their  respective  popu- 
lations, may  be  powerful  coadjutors,  if  not  original  authors 
of  a  systematic  policy  of  amelioration,  will  not  be  ques- 
tioned.    And  in  whatever  direction  State  movement  may  be 
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made,  concert  and  co-operation  are  indispensable  to  efficiency 
"and  success — concert  in  legislation,  if  legislation  he  needed 
— unity  of  sentiment  inspired  by  common  motives  and  di- 
rected to  common  ends. 

We  forbear  to  indicate  opinions  upon  any  special  policy, 
as  unauthorized  by  tlie  extent  to  which  enquiry  on  the  sub- 
ject has  proceeded  in  the  General  Assembly,  the  further 
consideration  of  the  subject  having  been  postponed  until  the 
7th  December  proximo.  Meanwhile,  however,  the  Legisla- 
ture of  your  State  will  have  convened.  The  importance  of 
the  subject  can  hardly  fail,  in  greater  or  less  decree  to  en- 
gage its  attention.  Its  united  wisdom  and  patriotism  in  the 
rapidly  progressing  stages  of  discussion  on  the  subject,  may 
discover  some  readier  solution  of  so  difficult  a  problem  than 
the  Virginia  Assembly  have  been  able  to  attain,  under  the 
very  brief  and  embarrassed  opportunities  which  were  af- 
forded during  its  recent  session.  When  its  consideration 
shall  be  resumed  at  the  period  referred  to,  the  light  of  the 
intelligent  counsel  of  your  statesmen  and  the  cheer  of  their 
manly  encouragement  and  sympathy  will  aid  to  wiser  con- 
clusions, and  inspire  a  still  more  resolute  purpose  never  to 
despair,  of  the  republic. 

In  further  performance  of  the  duties  imposed  on  us,  we 
respectfully  request  your  Excellency  to  submit  this  commu- 
nication to  the  Greneral  Assembly  of  your  State  (if  it  be 
early  convened,)  and  invite  such  responsive  action  thereon 
as  the  importance  and  character  of  the  subject  may  seem  to 
demand. 

With  sentiments  of  high  regard, 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  . 

Your  obedient  servants,  L 
HUGH  W.  SHEFFEY, 
A.  S.  BUFORD, 
JAMES  L.  WILSON, 
F.  B.  DEANE,  Jr. 
D.  I.  BURR, 

SAMUEL  L.  WILSON,  * 

THOMAS  A.  ED  WARPS, 
Committee  of  House  of  Delegates  of  Virginia. 
His  Excellency.  John  J.-  Pettus, 

Governor  ot  Mississippi. 
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Columbus,  Miss.  ) 

November  17th,  18G3.       \ 
Mis  Excellency  Chas.  Clark,  Gov.  State  Mississippi.  ' 

Sir  :  By  the  fortunes  of  war  several  thousand  brave  sol- 
diers, from  nearly  every  State  in  the  Confederacy,  have  been 
disabled  for  future  service  in  the  field  during  the  continuance 
of  the  war,  and  many  of  then.  For  life.  It  is  the  duty  of  the 
people  to  consider  their  condition,  and  make  such  arrange- 
ments for  their  comfort  as  will  relieve  them  from  the  necessity 
of  lingering  in  hospitals,  or  wandering  about  homeless,  desti- 
tute and  suffering.  With  a  view  to  their  relief  I  have  been 
urging  the  importance  of  establishing  a  "  /Soldiers  Home" 
■where  they  could  be  collected  and  rendered  comfortable,  and 
realize  the  grateful  regards  of  their  countrymen  whom  they 
have  faithfully  served  on  the  bloody  fields  of  battle. 

In  the  hope  of  final  success,  I  have  deemed  it  proper  to 
call  your  attention  to  the  subject,  and  pray  you  to  present  the 
matter  10  the  consideration  of  the  Legislature — an  appropri- 
ation of  fifty  thousand  dollars  could  scarcely  be  made  to  a 
more  deserving  or-  important  measure  for  the  relief  of  our 
countrymen.  ■  Truly  yours, 

C.  K.  MARSHALL. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rogers, 

So  much  of  the  Governor's  message  as  refers  to  Military 
matters  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  Military- Affairs, 
and  so  much  of  the  message  as  refers  to  finance  was  referred 
to  the  committee  on  Ways  and  .Means. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stephens, 

So  much  of  the  Governor's  message  as  refers  to  the  im- 
pressment of  horses  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  State 
and  Confederate  Relations. 

Mr.  Rogers. offered  a  joint  resolution  which  read  as  follows : 

Resolved,  (the  Senate  concurring)  That  after  Wednesday, 
the  25th  inst.,  no  bill  of  a  local  nature,  and  after  Saturday, 
the  28th  inst.,  jio  bill  whatsoever,  shall  be  introduced  into 
either  House  as  new  business.     Read  once. 

Mr.  Rogers,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  first  Battalion  of  the  Missis- 
sippi State  troops,  commanded  when  in  service,  by  Major 
Harper,  and 

On  his  motion, 

Was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
referred  t,o  the  committee  of  the  Whole  House,  and  to  be 
made  the  special  order  of  Thursday  next. 

Mr,  Irby,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  owners  of  slaves  impressed  under 
an  act  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  the  impressment  of  slaves 
and  other  personal  property  for  military  purposes,  approved 
January  3d,  1863,  which, 
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On  his  motion, 

Was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 

On  his  further  motion, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  the  committee  of  the 
Whole. 

Mr.  Bradford  in  the  chair. 

After  sometime  spent  therein, 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  House 
with  the  recommendation  that  it  be  referred  to  the  Judiciary- 
committee.  ,        ' 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Upshaw, 

The  report  of  the  committe  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Regan,  by  leave  introduced  the  following  joint  resolu- 
tion, which  under  a  suspension  of  the  .rules  was  adopted : 

Resolved,  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
That  it  is  the  sense  of  this  legislature  that  no  appointments, 
either  in  civil  or  military  departments  of  the  State,  should  be 
made  from  any  person  within  conscription  age,  provided  that 
this  resolution  do  not  apply  to  disabled  soldiers  under  this 
age. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rogers, 

The  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  at  10 
o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  Nov.  24,  1863. 

The  House  met  pursuant"  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Speaker  Houston  in  the  Chair. 

Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lyon. 

Journa!  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  J.  C.  McElroy,  Representative  elect  from  the  county 
of  Newton,  presented  his  credentials  and  was  sworn  as  a 
member  of  the  House. 

The  following  report  was  made  by  Mr.  Iiby  from  the  com- 
mittee on  Enrolled  Bills. 
Mr.  Speaker —    ; 

The  committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  beg  leave  to  report  that 
they  have  examined  bills  of  the  following  titles  and  find  them 
correctly  enrolled,  and  have  submitted  them  to  his  Excellency 
the  Governor,  for  his  signature,  to  wit: 

An  act  to  remove  the  civil  disabilities  of  Sydney  Moore 
Jackson,  of  Rankin  county. 

An  act  to  change  the  time  of  holding  the  Probate  Court  @£ 
Scott  county.  > 

H-14  .  > 
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An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  W.  Cox,  of  Winston  county,, 
and  to  remove  the  civil  disabilities  of  said  minor. 

An  act  to  change  the  name  of  Mildred  Harris,  of  Itawamba 
county. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate : 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  have  passed  the  following. House  bills,  to  wit : 
A  bill  entitled  an  act  to  suspend  the  Levee  Tax  authorized 
to  be  assessed  by  the  Board  of  Police  of  the  Mississippi  river 
Levee  district. 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  Probate 
Judge  of  Kemper  county. 

A  bill  entitled  an  act,  to  repeal  an  act,  entitled  act,  to 
authorize  the  appointment  of  two  medical  commissioners  to 
especially  attend  to  the  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  from  this 
State  in  the  Confederate  army,  and  for  Other  purposes.  Ap- 
proved January  1st,  1863. 

Have  adopted  the  following  House,  joint  resolution  with 
an  amendment,  to  wit : 

Joint  resolution  setting  apart  Thursday  the  10th  day  of 
December,  as  a  day  of  fasting  humiliation  and  prayer. 

A  House  bill  entitled  an  act  to  remove  the  civil  and  legal 
disabilities  of  Samuel  B.  Jones,  of  Sunflower  county,  with  an 
amendment  thereto. 

The  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following  titles  : 
A  bill  entitled  an  act  to  change  the  time  of  holding  the 
Probate  Court  of  Lawrence  county. 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  to  pay  clerks,  inspectors  and  return- 
ing officers  of  elections  of  Hancock  county,  and  to  increase 
per  diem  of  the  members  of  Board  of  Police. 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  relative  to  the  establishment  of  H& 
temporary  Penitentiary. 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  to  punish  parties  making  jllegal 
seizures  and  impressments  in  this  State. 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  to  authorize,  and  require  the  Governor 
to  cause  to  be  prepared  and  printed,  a  sufficient  amount  of 
bonds,  bearing  eight  per  cent  interest,  for  the  purpose  of 
calling  in,  and  taking  up  the  Treasury  notes  issued  by  lav/ 
for  military  defense  of  the  State.    ' 

The  Senate  have  passed  the  following  resolutions,  to  wit: 
Resolution  in  regard  to  Railroads. 

Resolution  to  donate  clothing  to  the  Hern  don  Rangers,  and 
for  other  purposes. 

Resolution  of  confidence,  &a. 

The  Senate  have  concurred  in  House  amendment  to  Senate 
bill  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  the  repair  of  the  Mobile  and 
Ohio  Railroad  between  Okolona  and  Tupelo  in  this  Statey  and 
for  other  purposes. 
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Mr.  Murdoch  presented  the  memorial  of  James  W.  Harris, 
which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  Chains. 

Mr.  Folconer  presented  the  memorial  of  D.  O.  Merwin,  Maj. 
and  A.  A.  G.  comandant  of  conscripts  for  State  of  Missis- 
sippi, which  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  committee. 

The  speaker  presented  a  communication  from  the  Auditor 
of  Public  Accounts,  which  was  read  and  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  the  Auditor's  office. 

Mr.  Watson,  from  the  Judiciary  committee,  made  the  fol- 
lowing reports, 

Which  were  received  and  agreed  to. 
Me.  Speaker — 

The  Judiciary  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  en- 
titled an  act  for  the  relief  of  E.  A.  Miller,  of  Wayne  county, 
have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  have  instructed 
me  to  recommend  that  the  same  do  not  pass. 
Mr.  Speaker— 

The  Judiciary  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  an  act  to 
authorize  the  Sheriffs  of  Simpson  and  Copiah  counties  to  sell 
and  dispose  of  estrays  in  sad  counties  with  instructions  to 
report  a  general  bill  upon  the  subject,  have  considered- the 
same  and.  report  a  general  bill,  and  recemmend  that  it  do 
pass. 

The  substitute  bill  accompanying  the  report  entitled  an  act 
to  amend  chapter  thirty-two  of  the  Revised  Code,  so  far  as 
the  same  provides  for  the  registration  and  sale  of  estrays, 

Was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules 
and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Judiciary  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  two  bills, 
each  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  owners  of  slaves 
impressed  under  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  the  im- 
pressment of  slaves  and  other  personal  property  for  military 
purposes,  approved  January  3d,  1863,  have  had.  the  same  ' 
under  consideration  and  have  instructed  me  to  report  that 
they  recommend  that  the  same  do  not  pass, ;  In  the  opinion 
of  the  committee  the  State  is  bound  to  indemnify  all  citizens 
who  have  lost  property  under  the  said  impressment  law,  and 
also  to  pay  for  the  temporary  use  of  all  property  so  impressed 
which  was  restored  to  the  owner,  but  in  view  of  the  present 
condition  of  the  State  Treasury,  and.  of  the  very  large  appro- 
priations which  it  is  absolutely  necessary  should  be  made 
therefrom  for  purposes  of  pressing  emmergeucy,  the  com- 
mittee do  not  believe  that  it  is  practicable  for  the  State  at 
this  time  to  meet  or  provide  for  said  liabilities. 
•  Mr.  Watson  moved  that  the  report  be  received  and  ageed 
to. 

Mr.  Irby  called  for  a  division  of  the  question. 
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The  report  was  received. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Regan, 

'ihe  bill  was  recommitted  to  the  Judiciary  committe  with 
instructions  to  report  a  plan  for  perpetuating  testimony  in 
regard  to  such  claims. 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Judiciary  committee  to  whom  was  referred  Senate 
bill  entitled  an  act  to  compel  Anderson  Bean,  ex- Sheriff,  to 
pay  over  certain  monies  lo  the  Trcasurerof  Chickasaw  county, 
and  for  other  purposes,  have  had  the  same  under  considera- 
tion, and  have  instructed  me  to  report  that  the  same  do 
pass. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Watson  the  report  was  received  and 
agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time  and  passed,  the  title 
standing  ps  stated. 
M b.  Sp e akee —  • 

The  Judicia' y  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  an  act 
to  amend  the  Probate  laws  of  this  State,  have  had  the  same 
iiwder  consideration,  and  have  instructed  me  to  recommend 
that  said  bill  do  pass. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lewers  the  report  was  received  and 
agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time  and  passed,  the  title 
standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  Thompson,  from  the  committee  on  Ways  and  Means, 
made  the  following  report : 
Me.  Speakee — 

The  committee  of  Ways' and  Means,  to  whom  was  referred 
Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  increase  the  salary  of  the 
Probate  Judge  of  Lauderdale  county,  and  the  petition  of 
sundrv  citizens  of  Kemper  county  praying  the  increase  of 
the  salary  of  the  Probate  Judge  of  Kemper  county— a  bill 
increasing  the  salary  of  Probate  Judge  of  Amite  county, 
and  House  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  increase  the  salary  of 
the  Probate  Judge  of  Monroe  county,  with  two  amendments, 
proposing,  an  increase  of  salary  of  the  Probate  Judges  of 
Lowndes  and  Scott  counties  respectively,  within  structions 
to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  extending  the  provisions 
of  the  House  bill  to  all  the  Probate  Judges  of  the  State, 
have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  have  instructed 
me  to  report  a  substitute  bill  for  the  whole  of  them  and 
recommend  its  adoption.  In  the  Revised  Codo  of  1857,  the 
Legislature  fixed  the  annual  salaries  of  the  Probate  Judges 
of  the  State,  and  required  them  to  be  paid  out  of  the 
^Treasury  of  the  respective  counties.  It  was  manifestly 
unjust  to  allow  each  Probate  Judge  the  same  amount  of 
salary.     Therefore  the  Legislature  discriminated  allowing  to 
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eaih  what  wag  deemed  just.  Since  then  your  .pamphlet 
statutes  are  filled  with,  changes,  sometimes  increasing  and 
sometimes  diminishing  the  salary.  The  information  in 
pi -SS'  ssion  of  the  Legislature  is  not  sufficient  to  enable  it  to 
reach  a  satisfactory  conclusion  in  each  case,  and  as  the  peo- 
ple of  the  county  pay  the  salary,  the  Board  of  Police  of  the 
county  directly  responsible  to  the  Tax  payers,  would  more 
likely  do  justice  in  eaeh  case,  than  the  Legislature  could. 
The  substitute  bill  proceeds  on  this  principle,  and  your  com- 
mittee believe  that  its  adoption  is  better  calculated  to  do 
justice  and  give  satisfaction  than  the  present  system,  and 
therefore  recommend  its  passage: 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thompson, 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to- 

The  substitute  bill  read  three  several  times  under  a  sus- 
pension of  the  rules  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  referred 
a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  encourage  the  manufacture  of 
cotton  and  wool  cards  in  this  State,  have  had  the  same  under 
consideration,,  and'  have  instructed  me  to  report  a  bill  as  a 
substitute  for  the  same  and  recommend  that  the  substitute 
do  pass.  n  • 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thompson, 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

The  substitute  bill  accompanying  the  report  was  read 
twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

Mr.'  Eskridge  moved  that  the  bill  and  substitute  be 
referred  to  a  select  committee  of  five, 

Which  was  lost.  •, 

Mr.  Lewers  offered  the  following  amendment: 

Amend  1st  section,  by  adding  "  provided  that  said  cards 
shall  not  be  sold  at  a  price  exceeding  50  per  cent  up>on  the 
•cost  of  manufacturing  the  same." 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Hicks, 

The  amendment  was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thompson, 

The  rule  was  suspended,  the  bill  read  the  third  time  and 
passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mi*.  Thompson  from  the  committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
made  the  following  reports. 
,Me.  Speae.er— 

The  commit; ee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  the  State 
to  receive  from  the  delinquent  Tax  collectors  of  the  several 
counties  in  this  State,  the  military  bonds  or  notes  falling  due 
June  1st,  1863  and  1864,  iu  payment  of  the  amounts  due 
from  them  on  account  of  the  military  Tax  for  the  year  1861, 


ZTT- 

have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  have  instructed 
"m.e  to  roomuiend'that  the  same  do  pass. 

The  report  wa9  received  and  agreed  to. 

ihe  bill  read  the  third  time  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  and  passed;  the  title  standing  as  stated. 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred 
the  bill  of  this  House  entitled  an  act  to  amend  chapter  8th 
of  the  .Revised  Code,  entithd  an  act  establishing  the  fees  of 
certain  officers  so  far  as  relates  to  the  clerks  of  the  Chancery 
Courts  of  Wilkinson  county,  have  had  the  same  under  con- 
sideration and  beg  leave  to  report. 

The  bill  proposes  to  authorize  the  clerks  of  Chancery  and 
Probate  Courts  of  Wilkinson  county,  to  charge  for  all  copies 
from  the  records  of  their  respective  courts,  fifteen  instead  of 
ten  cents,  for  every  hundred  words.  It  this  authority  is 
given  to  the  clerks  of  Wilkinson  county,  it  should  be  given 
to  all  the  clerks  of  the  State,  as  the  work  to  be  paid  for  is 
the  same  everywhere.  The  committee  do  not  think  this 
increased  compensation  should  be  made  of  universal  applica- 
tion at  this  time,  therefore,  the1  committee  rocoimxend  that 
the  bill  do  not  pass.. 

Report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Speakeu-*- 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  "to  be  entitled 
an  act  to  authorize  the  collection  of  monies  loaned  by  this 
State  to  Railroad  companies  from  the  Chickasaw  School 
Fund,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and.  have  in-, 
structed  me  to  recommend  that  the  same  do  pass. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thompson, 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  read    three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  which  was  referred 
a  resolution  of  this  House,  instructing  them  to  enquire  into 
the  expendiency  and  propriety  of  this  State  becoming  the 
agent  of-  the  Confederate  States  Government  in  the  collection 
and  paying  over  of  the  produce  and  other  taxes  after  the 
present  year,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration  and 
report,  that  to  prevent  the  multip  ication  of  Confederate 
officers  and  to  curtail  executive  patronage  within  the  limits  of 
the  State  of  Mississippi,  would,  in  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee, strongly  recommend  the  policy  indicated  in  the  resolu- 
tion. The  officers  of  the  State?  could  collect  and  pay  over  the 
produce  and  other  direct  taxes  with  as  great  promptness  and 
fidelity  as  the  Confederate  officers,  and  with  more  accepta- 
bleness   to   the   ]>eop!e.      But   until   the   legislation   of   the 


Confederate  Congress  should  signify  as  willingness  to 
accept,  such  an  agency,  iny  enactment  looking  to  that  end 
on  ihe  part  of  the  Legislature  would  be  premature-  and 
inoperative.  The  committee  therefore  ask  to  be  discharged 
from  the  further  consideration  of  the  resolution. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thompson, 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Upshaw,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  organize  the  army  of  Mississippi, 

Which  Avas  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

On  motion,  of  Mr.  Upshaw, 

The  bill  was  laid  on  the  table,  200  copies  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  the  bill  made  the  special  order  for  Friday  next 
at  ll  o'clock. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  Mr.  Sessions. 
■  Leave  of  absence  was  granted  Mr.  Alcorn  after  Friday 
next. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Governor 
through  his  private  Secretary  : 

Executive  Office,      ) 
Columbus,  Nov.  24,  1863.  f  ■ 
Mr.  Speaker — 

In  am  d  rected  by  the  Governor  to  inform  you  that  he  did, 
on  the  23d  inst,,sign  and  approve  the  following  House  bills: 
entitled 

An  act  to  remove  the  civil  disabilities  of  Sidney  Moore 
Jacks.m,  a  minor  of  the  county  of  Rankin. 

An  actio  change  the  name  of  Mildred  Harris,  of  Itawamba 
county. 

,     An  act  to  change  the  time  of  holding  the  Probate  Court  of 
Scott  county. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  W.  Cox,  of  Winston  county, 
and  to  remove  the  civil  disabilities  of  said  minor. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
special  order  of  the  day,  to  wit :  A  bill  to  be  entitled  an 
act  better  to  provide  for  the  families  of  our  soldiers,  and 
resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  whole, 

Mr.  Alcorn  in  the  Chair. 

After  some  time  spent  therein  the  committe  rose  and  re- 
ported the  bill  back  to  the  house,  and  asked  leave  to  sit 
again  at  3. o'clock  F.  M. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stephens, 

The  House  adjourned  until  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

THREE   O'CLOCK,    P.    M. 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Rogers  moved  to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the 


House  passed  this  morning  a  "bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to 
authorize  the  collection  of  monies-  loaned  by  this  State  to 
Railroad  companies  from  the  Chickasaw  School  Fund. 

Mr.  Hicks  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by  which, 
the  House  this  morning  passed  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act 
to  authorize  the  State  Treasurer,  to  receive  from  the  delin- 
quent tax  collectors  of  the  several  counties  in  ibis  State,  the 
military  bonds,  or  notes,  falling  due  the  1st  of  June  1863 
and  1864,  in  payment  of  the  amounts  due  from  them  on 
account  of  the  military  Tax  lor  the  year  1861. 

Which  was  adopted. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  Mr.  Fort  after  Friday  next. 

Mr.  Harris  by  leave  introduced  the  folbwing  joiut  resolu- 
tion : 

Resolved,  (the  Senate  concuring,)  The  Legislature  take  a 
recess  from  Saturday  28th  inst.,  4  o'clock  P.  M.,  until.  Mon- 
day 11th  January  1864, 

Whi.ch  was  read  once. 

Mr.  Upshaw  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  clerk  be  instructed  to  ask  the  Secretary 
of  the  Senate  to  return  a  resolution  adapted  by  the  House 
on  yesterday,  in  relation  to  the  employment  of  parties  liable 
to  conscript  duty  in  the  civil  or  military  departments  of  the 
State,  that  the  same  may  be  reconsidered  by  this  Mouse. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  question 
pending  on  adjournment,  to  wit: 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an   act  better   to  provide   for   the 
families  of  our  soldiers,  and  resolved  itself  into  committee 
of  the  whole- 
Mr.  Alcorn  in  the  chair. 

After  some  time  spent  therein  the  committee  reported  the 
bill  hack  to  the  House  and  asked  leave  to  sit  again  to-mor- 
row .morning  at  10  o'clock. 

The  Speaker  presented  the  following  communication, 
which  was  read. 

Columbus,  Miss.,  ^November  2 3d,  1863. 
To  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Jfississijjpi '  ?ioto  in  session. 

I  desire  to  withdraw  a  report  made  by  me  as  salt  agent, 
to  His  Excellency  G-ov.  John  J.  Pettus,  which  your  Hon- 
orable body  has  ordered  printed,  and  which,  as  1  learn,  has 
been  sent  to  Selma.  The  ground  upon  which  I  ask  this  is 
that  in  examining  the  duplicates  which  I  have,  I  discovered 
that  I  made  some  serious  errors  which  I  desire  to  correct. 
The  report  was  made  huridly,  and  hence  the  mistakes.  I 
hope  then  that  you  will  allow  me  to  withdraw  the  report  and 
submit  a  corrected  one.  Eespectfnllv  y^urs, . 

W.  C.  TUEXEK";  Salt  Agent. 
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Oa  motion  of  Mr.  Bestor, 

The  clerk  was  instructed  to  band  over  said  papers  to  Gen. 
A.  M.  West  Quartermasver  General. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Regan, 

The  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  at  10 
o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  Nov.  25,  1863. 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Sears. 

Mr.  Speaker  Houston  having  been  called  home  by  sickness 
in  his  family,  Hon.  James  L.  Alcorn,  of  Coahoma  county,  was 
elected  Speaker  pro  tern  by  acclamation. 

Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison,  by  leave,  introduced  the  following 
resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  Ways  and  Means  be  and 
they  are  hereby  requested  to  fix  a  schedule  of  prices  on  all 
freight  carried  on  the  Railroads  in  this  State,  and  also  fix  the 
prices  for  passengers. 

Be  it  further  resolved,  That  they  report  a  bill  on  this  sxib- 
ject  at  an  early  day,  making  it  a  misdemeanor  on  the  part  of 
the  Railroad  companies,  their  agents  or  employees,  who  may 
charge  more  than  the  rates  fixed,  by  law,  to  be  punished  by 
both  fine  and  imprisonment,  and  giving  the  party  aggrieved 
a  remedy  at,  law  for  all  damages  sustained  by  any  violation  of 
said  act. 

Which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Regan  offered  the  folio  wing. resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be  and  he  is  hereby  requested 
to  furnish  the  House  with  the  amount  of  expenditures  for  the 
fiscal  year,  1802,  and  the  probable  amount  of  expenditures 
for  the  year#lS63,  and  amount  of  money  that  may  come  into 
the  Treasury  subject  to  appropriation  for  the  fiscal  year  1863; 
also,  the  specific  amount  of  receipts  and  disbursements  for  the 
past  two  years,  stating  the  source  from  which  received  and  to 
what  sources  the  amounts,  have  been  paid,  also  the  amount 
now  in  the  Treasury,  together  with  a  statement  of  the  amount 
and  kind  of  funds  now  on  hand,  and  should  there  appear  to  be 
a  deficiency  for  the  current  expenses  of  the  State  then  he  be 
requested  to  suggest  such  subjects  of  taxation  as  in  his  judg- 
ment ought  to  be  taxed  to  receive  sufficient  revenue  for  the 
current  expenses  of  the  State. 

Which  was  adopted. 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Isom, 

The  following  resolution  was  adopted  : 

JResolvcd,  That  the  committee  on  the  State  University  be 
instructed  to  report  to  this  House,  as  soon  as  practicable,  if 
there  are  not  vacancies  in  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  that  In- 
stitution. 

Mr.  Carroll  offered  a  joint  resolution  entitled 

Resolution  for  the  benefit  of  our  soldiers'  families, 

Which  was  read  once. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  Messrs.  Downs  and  Daniel 
after  Friday  next. 

The  following  message  was- received  from  the  Senate: 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The   Senate  have  passed  the   following  entitled  bills: 

A  Senate  bill  entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  attachment  laws. 

A  Senate  bill  entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  law  of  divorce 
and  alimony. 

A  House  bill  entitled  an  act  authorizing  Sheriffs  of  the 
State  to  receive  Confederate  Treasury  notes  in  payment  of 
runaway  slaves  sold,  and  for  other  purposes. 

A  House  bill  entitled  an  act  to  allow  the  Sheriffs  and  Tax 
Collectors  additional  time  to  collect  the  taxes  for  the  year 
1862,  in  certain  cases. 

A  House  bill  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  Mrs.  Maria  E. 
Wadlington,  Guardian  of  the  minor  children  of  Douglass  S. 
King,  dec'd,  to  sell  slaves  belonging  to  her  wards,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

A  House  bill  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Geo.  R.  Fall, 
with  an  amendment  thereto. 

A  House  bill  entitled  an  act  to  extend  the  time  of  assessing 
the  taxes  in  this  State  for  the  year  1863. 

A  House  bill  entitled  an  act  to  amend  chapter  8,  of  the 
Revised  Code,  establishing  the  fees  of  certain  officers  so  far 
as.it  relates  to  the  Probate  Clerks  of  the  counties  of  Leake 
and  Rankin. 

Also  concurred  in  a  House  joint  resolution  inviting  the 
Hon.  J.  W.  C.  Watson  to  address  the  Legislature  at  some 
early  day,  with  an  amendment  thereto."  • 

The  Senate  receded  from  their  amendment  to  House  reso- 
lution granting  leave  of  absence  to   Hon.  Tryan  M.  Yancey. 

The  Senate  insist  on  their  amendment  to  House  substitute 
for  Senate  resolution  instructing  our  Senators  and  requesting 
our  Representatives  in  the  Confederate  States  Congress  to 
pass  an  act  making  Confederate  notes  a  legal  tender. 

And  passed  a  Senate  bill  entitled  an  act  to  legalize  the  re- 
moval of  .personal  property  from  this  State  by  guardians,  ex- 
ecutors, administrators,  and  other  trustees,  under  certain 
circumstances,  and  for  other  purposes." 


A  Senate  bill  entitled  an  act  to  provide  for  obtaining  jurors 
in  the  Circuit  Courts  of  this  State. 

The  President  of  the  Senate  has  appointed  the  following 
named  Senators  as  the  joint  committee  on  the  Executive  Man- 
sion Fund,  to-wit:  Messrs.  Quin,  Mayson  and  Lowry. 

The  House  then  called  up  the  resolution  introduced  on  yes- 
terday in  relation  to  a  recess  after  Saturday  next. 

Mr.  Lewers  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on  the  table,  which 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  yeas  and  nays  called  for 
by  Messrs.  Seal  of  Harrison,  Stephens  and  Rogers,  as  follows, 
to-wit : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Allen,  Arnold,  Bradford,  Boon,  Barton, 
Brown,  Clark,  Cunningham,  Carroll,  Downs,  Daniel,  Esk- 
ridge,  Fowler,  Fox,  Foxworth,  Falconer,  Fort,  High,  Irby, 
Kirk,  Liddell,  Lowry,  Lewers,  Minter,  Moore,  Marable, 
Morehead,  Maxwell,  Murdock,  McLemore,  McNiel,  Pounds, 
Prewitt,  Rogers,  Ross,  Seal  of  Harrison,  Shelley,  Taylor, 
Upshaw,  Wells  and  Wynne — 41. 

Na-ws — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Archer,  Bestor,  Barnett,  Dil- 
lard,  Evans,  Easterling,  Gully,  Grace,  Gray,  Hicks,  Hooker, 
Harris,  Hathorn,  Hendon,  Isom,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Wilkin- 
son, Johnson  of  Tippah,  Lott,  McKay  of  Green,  McKay  of 
Neshoba,  McLaurin,  McElroy,  Owen,  Pope,  Powe,  Pinson, 
Regan,  Rucks,  Robinson,  Staples,  Seal  of  Hancock,  Sutton, 
Stubbs  of  Smith,  Stephens,  Thompson,  Wier  and  Yandell 
—39. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the   Senate:' 

Mr.  Speaker —  s 

I  am  instructed  by  the  Senate  to  return  to  the  House  qf 
Representatives  a  joint  resolution  of  the  House  expressing 
the  sense  of  the  Legislature  in  regard  to  the  appointment  of 
persons  under  conscript  age  to  a  civil  or  military  office  in  this 
State,  and  in  accordance  with  a  request  made  of  the  Senate 
on  yesterday  by  the  House. 

I  am  also  instructed  to  inform  the  House,  in  answer  to  their 
request  for  the  Senate  to  return  to  them  a  House  bill  entitled 
"an  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  prohibit  the  distil- 
lation of  spirits  from  grain,  molasses  and  sugar,  approved 
January  3d,  1863,  and  for  other  purposes,"  that  said  bill  has 
been  finally,  disposed  of  by  the  Senate  and  is  not  in  their  pos- 
session. 

Mr.  Irby,  from  the  committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  made 
the  following  report : 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  beg  leave  to  report  that 
they  have  examined  the  following   enrolled   joint  resolution 
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and  bills,  and  find  the  same  correctly  enrolled  and  have 
submitted  them  to  the  Governorfor  his  approval  and  signature: 

Joint  resolution  instructing  our  Senators  and  requesting 
our  Representatives,  adopted  by  the  House  of  Representatives 
Nov.  9th,  1863,  concurred  in  by  the  Senate  Nov.  17th,  1863. 

An  act  entitled  an  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  au- 
thorize the  appointment  of  two  medical  commissioners  to 
especially  attend  to  the  siek  and  wounded  soldiers  from  this 
State  in  the  Confederate  army,  and  for  other  purposes,  ap- 
proved January  1st,  1863. 

An  act  entitled  an  act  to  suspend  the  levee  tax  authorized 
to  be.  assessed  by  the  Board  of  Police  of  the*  Mississippi  River 
Levee  District. 

An  act  entitled  an  act  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  Probate 
Judge  of  Kemper  county. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  ques- 
tion pending  on  adjournment  on  yesterday,  "an  act  better  to 
provide  for  the  families  of  our  soldiers,"  and,  on  motion, 

The  House  resolved  itselt  into  committee  of  the  Whole  on 
said  bill, 

Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison,  in  the  chair. 

After  some  time  spent  therein, 

The  committee  rose,  reported  progress,  ^ind  ?.sked  leave  to 
sit  again  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  Mr.  Hooker. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison, 

The  House  adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

THEEE   O'CLOCK,    P.   M. 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment;.  * 

On  a  call  of  the  roll,  no  quorum  appearing, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Irby, 

The  Door-keeper  was  directed  to  close  the  doors. 

The  Sergeant-at-Arms  was  sent  for  and  excused,  a  number 
of  gentlemen  appearing  a  quorum  was  present,  and  the  House 
proceeded  to  business.  .     . 

Mr.  Ross  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by  which  the 
resolution  for  a  recess  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  Mr.  McElroy. 

The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  question 
pending  on  adjournment,  and  resolved  itself  into  committee 
of  the  Whole  on  an  act  better  to  provide  for  the  families  of 
our  soldiers, 

Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison,  in  the  chair. 

After  som  etime  spent  therein, 

The  coram  ittee  rose,  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  House, 
with  sundry   amendments,  and  recommended  its  passage. 
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The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  Mr.  Easterling  after  Decem- 
ber 1st. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ross, 

The  vote  was  then  taken  on  his  motion  to  reconsider  the 
vote  by  which  the  House  this  morning  laid  on  the  table  the 
motion  to  take  a  recess  from  Saturday,  28th  inst.,  to  filth 
January,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Upshaw  offered  the  following  amendment  by  way  of 
substitute: 

tfesolved,  (the  Senate  concurring,)  That  the  Legislature  ad- 
journ sine  die  on  Saturday,  the  5th  day  of  December, 

Which  was  lost. 

Mr.  Regan  offered  the  following  amendment : 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  "concurring,"  and  insert  "that 
this  Legislature  take  a  recess  after  Saturday,  the  28th  -inst., 
rto  meet  again  on  the  last  Monday  of  January,  1864,  in  the 
city  of  Jackson,  Mississippi;  Provided,  that  in  case  of  there 
being  danger  from  any  cause,  the  Governor  shall,  bf  procla- 
mation, indicate  the  place  for  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature." 
^  Which  was  lost. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption  of  the  origi- 
nal resolution,  and  decided  in  the  negative  by  yeas  and  nays 
called  for  by  Messrs.  Upshaw,  Rogers,  and  Licidell,  as  follows, 
to-wit: 

Teas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Archer,  Bestor,  Barnett,  Dil- 
lard,  Evans,  Easterling,  Foxworth,  Gully,  Grace,  Gray,  Hicks, 
Hooker,  Harris,  Hathorn,  High,  Hendon,  Jackson,  Lott, 
Lowry,  Marable,  McKay  of  Green,  McKay  of  Neshoba, 
McLaurin,  McElroy,  Owen,  Pope,  Powe,  Pinson,  Regan, 
Rucks,  Robinson,  Seal  of  Hancock,  Sutton,  Stubbs  of  Smith, 
Stephens,  Thompson  aud  Yandell — 38. 

Nats — Messrs.  Allen,  Arnold,  Bradford,  Boon,  Barton, 
Brown,  Clark,  Cunningham,  Carroll,  Downs,  Daniel,  Esk- 
ridge,  Fowler,  Fox,  Falconer,  Fort,  Isom,  Irby,  Johnson  of 
Wilkinson,  Kirk,  Liddell  Lewers,  Minter,  Morehead,  Max- 
well, Murdock,  McLemore,  McNeil,  Pounds,  Prewitt,  Ro- 
gers, Ross,  Staples,  Seal  of  Harrison,  Shelley,  Upshaw,  Wells, 
Wier  and  Wynne— 39. 

The  resolution  was  lost. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Rogers, 

The  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  at  10 
o'clock. 
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THURSDAY,  November  20,  1363. 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Journal  of  yesterday  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Liddell  by  leave   introduced  the  following   report 
from  thfe  committee  on  the  Lunatic  Asylum  : 
Mr.  Speaker — 

Your  committee  in  compliance  with  the  duty  imposed 
upon  them,  proceed  to  make  the  following  report  on  the 
condition  of  the  Lunatic  Asylum  : 

"We  of  course,  as  a  committee,  have  not  had  the  opportu- 
nity of  visiting  the  institution,  but  one  of  the  body  did  so, 
and  we  shall  report  on  information  thus  obtained,  and  feel 
happy  to  state  that  it  fully  sustains  the  report  of  the  Super- 
intendent. When  the  Federal  forces  occupied  Jackson  in 
July  last,  one  corps  was  encamped  entirely  around  the 
Asylum.  Those  lawless  invaders,  as  is  their  custom,  made 
free  with  every  thing  which  came  in  their  way.  The  enclo- 
sure was  utterly  destroyed  ;  the  garden  stripped  of  every 
vegetable  in  season  ;  the  hogs  and  cows  carried  off,  and 
much  damage  done  otherwise  by  the  thousands  who  roamed 
over  the  grounds  like  ravenous  wolves.  Only  one  spot 
remained  untouched  by  the  sacrilegious  hand  of  Yankee 
vandalism.  We  mean  the  beautiful  flower  garden  in  front 
of  the  building,  planted  and  cultivated  tastefully  by  the  fair 
hands  qt  the  Superintendent's  accomplished  wife  and  her 
maniac  band.  Not  a  plant  was  touched  nor  a  bud  was 
injured.  How,  or  why  not,  we  cannot  tell — perhaps  a 
guardian  spirit  kept  constant  vigil  over  the  enchanted 
scene  and  awed  even  Yankee  depravity  into  temporary 
decency.  The  building  itself  was  injured  slightly  by  our 
own  guns,  and  as  a  matter  of  history,  we  deem  it  proper  to 
mention  the  circumstances.  The  Federals  occupied  the 
cupalo  with  their  signal  corps.  This  was  soon  perceived  by 
our  own  men,  and  at  the  same  time  a  report  reached  our 
commanders  that  the  inmates  had  been  turned  out  by  the 
enemy  and  that  the  building  was  fully  occupied  by  them. 
Our  guns  were  at  once  turned  upon  it.  Three  shots  took 
effect,  when  the  superintendent  thinking  that  he  perceived 
the  cause  of  the  affair,  called  on  the  Federal  commander, 
told  him  of  the  state  of  things,  when  he  promptly  withdrew 
the  signal  corps,  and  the  firing  ceased.  The  injury  wa3 
slight  and  has  already  been  repaired  by  the  Superin^ndent. 
The  interior  of  the  building  was  found  to  be  a  perfect 
specimen  of   neatness,  from  kitchen  to  parlor,  and   from 


223 

basement  to  cupalo,  and  the  patients  give  every  evidence  of 
a  wise  and  just  system  of  government.  They  were  uni- 
formly neat  and  clean,  though  their  clothing,  in  many 
instances,  gave  visable  marks  of  dilapidation.  The  system 
of  government  among  them  is  of  the  paternal  character, 
Jrind  and  conciliatory,  yet  firm  and  decided^  when 
occasion  seemed  to  demand  it.  A  larger  bill  of  mor- 
tality is  shown  than  usual,  which.- is  clearly  owing  to  the 
causes  mentioned  by  the  Superintendent  in  his  report^  but 
the  most  influential,  in  the  opinion  of  your  committee  was 
the  battle.  The  effects  of  a  bombardment  of  six  days  on  a 
household  of  poor,  reasonless,  demented  creatures  with 
weakened  constitutions,  and  just  enough  of  understanding 
to  feel  the  perfection  of  fear,  may  well  be  imagined. 

Great  economy  has  been  observed  in  the  management  and 
expenditure  of  the  institution.  The  Superintendent  as  a 
wise  physician  early  found  the  injury  to  his  patients  from 
the  use  of  .loo  much  meat,  and  reduced  the  amount  by 
degrees  to  half  the  army  supply,  filling  up  the  deficiency 
from  his  large  and  well  cultivated  gardens.  This  change 
has  benefitted  the  health  of  the  patients  and  brought  a  sav- 
ing to  the  establishment  of  at  least  five  thousand  dollars  . 
per  annum.  Much  attention  is  given  to  a  regular  system.  Of 
employment,  and  the  cheerful  hum  of  the  spinning  wheel  is 
at  all  times  heard  in  tfce  female  part  of  the  house,  making 
all  the  thread  for  sewing  as  also  for  knitting.  All  the 
stockings  and  so>'ks  are  made  in  the  institution,  as  well  as 
every  other  article  of  clothing  for  male  and  female.  The 
gardens  also  are  cultivated  (almost  entirely)  by  the  lunatics, 
and  so  successful  have  they  been  the  present  year,  that  the 
sum  of*  $2600  was  realized  from  the  sale  of  vegetables,  and 
but  for  the  destruction  of  the  Federals,  it  would  have 
reached  the  sum  of  $0000,"  an  amount  sufficient  to  pay  the 
whole  negro  hire  of  the  establishment.  The  heart  of  the 
Superintendent  seems  hilly  in  the  management  of  this  insti- 
tution, as  he  has  cheerfully  performed  the  duties  of  physi- 
cian, assistant  physician  and  stuart,  thus  saving  about  $2,000 
in  the  salaries,  board  &c,  of  the  two  last  officers.  The 
Trustees,  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Superintendent,  purchased  , 
a  tract  of  wood  land  for  the  sum  of  $7,000.  This  purchase  , 
is  deemed  a  judicious  one  by  your  committee,  as  it  is  known 
that  wood  is  one  of  the  heaviest  items  of  expense  in  the 
vicinity  of  Jackson,  the  current  price  being  $>::0  per  cord. 
The  wood  on  the  land  would  now  bring  fully  double  what* 
the  tract  cost.  The  institution  is  sadly  in  want  of  clothing 
and  shoes,  and  but  for  fortunate  purchase   made  before 
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the  fall  of  New  Orleans,  there  would  have  been  much  suf- 
fering. In  regard. to  the  suggestion  of  the  Superintendent 
that  a  purchase  of  cotton  be  allowed  and  a  trade  opened 
with  the  enemy,  your  committee  feel  much  doubt  and  could 
scarcely  agree  with  him,  as  it  is  a  matter  in  which  great 
abuses  would  be  liable  to  occur.  They  rather  suggest  that 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  be  requested  to 
open  negotiations  with  some  tanner  for  shoes,  and  some 
factory  for  cloth,  and  thus  do  the  best  we  can  on  our  own 
borders.  Your  committee  think  it  would  be  better  to  make 
what  mig^t  seem  to  be  a  large  appropriation,  than  to  enter 
into  any  arrangement  with  oar  detested  and  faithless  enemy. 
Your  committee  were  much  pleased  with  an  invention  made 
by  the  Superintendent  for  treating  a  class  of  patients  called 
"  night  walkers."  It  is  called  a  erjb  bed.  It  is  like  a 
child's  crib  with  a  lanced  top  to  shutdown  on  the  part  con- 
taining the  bed,  so  that.it  can  lock.  This  class  of  patients 
suffer  much  from  cold  as  they  sometimes  v/ill  wander  around 
their  rooms  all  night.  This  arrangement  fully  protects 
them  from  such  suffering,  as  they  cannot,  in  auy  way  get  out 
of  bed- 
In  view  of  the  heavy  expenses  of  supplying  the  necessa- 
ries of  life,  and  the  fact  that  heavy  purchases  will  have  to 
be  made  for  clothing  &c,  your  committee  are  of  opinion, 
that  if  it  is  expected  to  keep  up  the  institution  on  a  respecta- 
ble footing,  it  cannot  be  done  for  a  less  Sum  than  $50,090. 
The  amount  asked  for  by  the  Superintendent  is  based  on  the 
idea  of  making  contraband  purchases,  and  without  that 
arrangement  a  much  larger  sum  is  necessary.  For  the  last 
two  years  the  sum  of  $32,000  has  just  been  enough  to  keep 
the  institution  out  of  debt,  with  a  contingent  fund  of.  $5,000, 
and  since  that  appropriation  was  made,  prices  have  much 
more  than  doubled.  Bacon  sold  at  50  cents  per  pound,  flour 
at  $40  per  barrel,  beef  at  15  to  18  cents  per  pound.  Now 
bacon  is  $2,00,  flour  $100  and  beef- 40  cents.  This  shows 
clearly  that  a  le^s  sum  than  $50,000  would  not  be  sufficient 
to  supply  the  establishment  at  the  present  exorbitant  prices. 
Your  committee  recommend  that  the  plan  of  paying  the 
quarterly  allowance  in  advance,  be  continued,' as  cash  pay- 
ments have  muuh  reduced  the  price  of  every  article  needed 
by  the  institution.  We  are  also  of  opinion  that  a  contin- 
gent fund  of  $25,000  ought  to  be  created  and  left  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  Governor,  as  was  the  last.  Your  committee 
think  that  the  thanks  of  the  Legislature  are  due  to  the 
Trustees,  Secretary,  Treasurer  and  Superintendent  for  the 
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faithful  maimer  in  which  they  have  performed  their  several 
duties. 

In  conclusion,  Ave  trust  that  the  good  will  of  this  Legisla- 
ture will  ever  hang  around  those  unfortunate  creatures  like 
a  mantle  of  charity,  '■'  God  tempers  the"  wind  to  the  shorn 
lamb,"  and  since  we  cannot  restore  the  fleece  or  temper  the 
wind,  let  us  at  least  be  ever  willing  to  'interpose  a  broad 
shield  against  its  chilling  influences. 

Accompanied  by  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  for  the  benefit 
of  the  Lunatic  Asylum.  .  \ 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bradford, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on 
said  bill,  Mr.  Bradford  in  the  chair. 

After  some  time  spent  therein, 

The  committee  rose  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  House 
with  recommendation  that  it  do  pass. 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  Irby  by  leave  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled, 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  to  aid  in  strengthening  the  army 
of  the  Confederate  States. 

Which  was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules-  and  -passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate : 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  have  passed  a  substitute  to  House  bill  entitled 
an  act  for  the  relief  of  Tax  payers  in  certain  cases,  and  for 
other  purposes.  The  said  substitute  is  entitled  an  act  for  the 
relief  of  Tax  payers  in  certain  cases,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Have, passed  a  bill  entitled  an  act  to  punish  the  offense  of 
harboring  or  concealing  deserters  from  the  Confederate  and 
State  service,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  Senate  passed  a  House  bill  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of 
Circuit  Judges  of  this  State  in  certain. cases.  « 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
entitled  an  act  better  to  provide  for  the  families  of  our  sol- 
diers with  the  amendments  reported  by  the  committee  of  the 
whole.     Amendments : 

In  the  2d  sec,  5th  line,  strike  out  after  the  words  "  in 
which  "  "  the  appropriation  of  five  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
made  by  an  act,  entitled  an  act  better  to  provide  for  the 
families  of  our  soldiers,  approved  January  3d,  1863,  was  dis- 
tributed," and  inserting  "  the  military  relief  tax  of  1862,  wfts 
distributed  on  the  1st  August,  1863." 

H— 15 
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Which  was  adopted. 

Amend  sec.  3,  by  striking  out  in  4th  line  after  AVord  u  pur-- 
chase,"  and  insert  "  supplies  and  provisions  at  any  place  they 
can  he  procured  on  the  best  terms,  and  distribute  the  same." 

Which  was  adopted. 

Amend  sec.  3,  insert  word  "or"  after  "necessities,"  add 
after  the  word  "same,"  in  the  amendment  just  adopted,  the 
Words,  "  as  to  the  commissioner  may  seem  most  advantageous 
to  the  beneficiaries  under  this  act." 

Which  Was  adopted. 

Amend  sec.  10,  by  striking  out  in  the  8th.  line,  from  the- 
word  "however,"  to  the  word  "at"  in  the  9th  Jine,  and 
insert"  that  the  Boards  of  Police  of  the  several  counties, 
may  within  thirty  days,  or  as  soon  thereafter  as  practicable, 
after  the  passage  of  this  act,  hold  a  meeting  and  determine 
thereat,  what  per  centum  of  the  tax  herein  directed  to  be 
levied  and  collected,may  be  paid  in  supplies  and  provisions 
needed  to  meet  the  current  wants  of  those  intended  to  be 
benefitted  by  this  law,  and  in  such  cases,,  said  Board's  shall 
designate  the  kinds  and  quantities  of  such  supplies  and  pro- 
visions into  which  the  per  centum  fixed  upon  may  be  com- 
muted, and  shall  cause  each  Tax  Collector,  and  the  Commis- 
sioners of  the  several  Police  Districts,  to  be  furnished  with  a 
schedule  thereof,  and  arty  Tax  payer  may  thereupon,  at .  hia 
election,  pay  the  percentum  of  his  tax  determined  by  the 
Board  of  Police  as  afon  said  in  supplies  and  provisions,  pro- 
vided, that  the  tax  in  kind  so  collected,  shall  not  exceed  the 
distributive  share  to  which  each  county  is  entitled  under  this 
act. 

Which  was  adopted. 

Amend  sec.  10,  by  adding  after  the  word  "aforesaid,"  in 
8th  line,  the  words,  for  which  services  the  Auditor  shall  be 
allowed  the  sum  of  one  eighth  of  one  per  centum  on  said  tax, 
payable  out  of  any  money  in"  the  Treasury,  not  otherwise 
appropriated.  . 

Which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Fort  offered  the  following  amendment  r 

Amend  sec.  10,  2d  line,  by  inserting  the  words,  ''except 
in  the  county  of  Marshall,"  in  which  the  special  tax,  levied 
and  collected,  shall  not  exceed  fifty  pet  centum  on  the  regular 
State  tax 

Which  was  lost. 

Mr.  Irby  offered  the  following  amendment : 

Am/md  sec.  10,  line  'lst,„by  striking  out  the  words  "and 
fifty,"  so  that  it  may  read  one  hundred  per  cent,  which  was 
Jo#t  by  yeas  and  nays  being  called  for  by  Messrs.  Irby,  Gn;ly 
and  Allen. 


227 

Yeas— Messrs.  Jlllen,  Boon,  Clark,  Daniel,  Foxworth,  Fal- 
coner, Fort,  Gray,  HathOrn,  Irby,  Johnson  of  Wilkinson,  Kirk, 
-Lott,  Maxwell,  McKay  of  Green,  McLaurin,  Owen,  Pope, 
Powe,  Pinso'n,  Rucks  and  Ross — 22. 

Nats — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Archer,  Arnold,  Bradford, 
Bestor,  Barton,  Brown,  Barnett,  Cunningham,  Carroll,  Downs, 
Dillard,  Evans,  Easterling,  Eskridge,  Fowler,  Fox,  Gully, 
Grace,  Hicks,  Harris,  High,  Hendou,  Isom,  Johnson  of  Tip- 
pah, Liddell,  LoAvry,  Lewers,  Minter,  Moore,  Marable,  More- 
head,  Murdock,  McLemore,  McElroy,  McNiel,  Pounds, 
Prewitt,  Regan,  Rogers,  Robinson,  Staples,  Seal  of  Harrison, 
Shelley,  Sutton,  Stubbs  of  Smith,  Stephens,  Upshaw,  Welle, 
Wier,  Watsfln,  Wynne  and  Yandell— 53, 

Anic-nd  sec.  11, 'by  adding  after  the  word  "  State  "  in  last 
line,  the  words,  "and  for  the  collection  of  said  tax  the  Sheriffs 
of  the  several  counties  shall  receive  the  sum  oY  two  per  cent, 
on  the  amount  of  said  tax  to  be  retained  out  of  the  same. 

Which  was  adopted.  • 

Amend  sec.  11,  line  2d,  after  the  words  "upon  the,"  insert 
the  words  "collected  of  the." 

Which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Murdock  offered   the  following  amendment : 

Amend  sec.  ll,  by  adding  at  end  of  section:  "Provided 
that  county  warrants  shall  not  be  received  for  a  greater 
amount  than  the  proportion  due  said  county  from  the  fund." 

Which  was  adopted. 

Amend  sec.  12,  by  adding  after  the  word  "year,"  in  3d 
line,  "  except  the  counties  of  Tallahatchie,  Jackson,  Hinds, 
Rankin,  Scott,  Wilkinson,  Newton,  Calhoun,  Leake  and 
Kemper,  wherein  the  Boards  of  Police  are  authorized  to  levy 
a  tax  not  exceeding  three  hundred  per  centum  on. the  Stato 
tax." 

Which  was  adopted. 

Amend  sec.  13,  by  striking  out  "  two  and  a  half,"  and  insert 
'"  two."     Adopted. 

Strike  out  sec.  (14,)  fourteen. 

Which  was  lost.  i 

Amend  sec.  14,  by  striking  out  in  16th  line  after  the  word 
"  property,"  to  the  word  "provided"  in  the  18th  line,  and 
insert  the  words,  "  the  market  price  for  all  •  ax'ticles  so  im- 
pressed." 

Which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Morehead  offered  the  following  amendment. 

Amend  sec.  1 4,  by  striking  out  the  words  "  their  county," 
after  the  words  "Board  of  Police  of"  in  3d  line,  and  insert 
the  county  in  which  thejr  were  unable  to  make  such  purchases, 
which, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stephens, 


. 
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Was  laid  on  the  table.  • 

•  Mr.  Regan  offered  the  following   amendment: 

Amend  sec.  14  :  strike  out  all  after  the  word  "county"  in 
the  3d  line. 

Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison,  moved  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the 
table,  which  was  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  yeas  and  nay» 
called  for  by  Messrs.  Regan,  Carroll  and  Daniel : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Archer,  Allen,  Arnold,  Bradford,  Bestor, 
Boon,  Barton,  Brown,  Cunningham,  Dillard,  Evans,  Eskridge, 
Fox,  Falconer,  Gulley,  Grace,  Harris,  Hendon,  Isom,  Jackson, 
Johnson  of  Tippah,  Lowry,  Lewers,  Marable,  Morehead,  Mc- 
Laurin,  McKay  of  Green,  McLaufin,  McElroy,  McNiel, 
Pounds,  Powe,  Robinson,  Staples,  Seal  of  Harrison,  Seal  of 
Hancock,  Shelley,  Stubbs  of  Smith,  Stephens,  Upshaw,  Wier 
and  Watson — 43. 

Nays- — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Barnett,  Clark,  Carroll,  Daniel, 
Dale,  Easterling,  Fowler,  Fox  worth,  Fort,  Gray,  Hicks, 
Hathorn,  Itby,  Johnson  of  Wilkinson,  Kirk,  Liddell,  Lott, 
Minter,  Moore,  M;fxwell,  Murdock,  Owen,  Pope,  Prewitt, 
Regan,  Rucks,  Rogers,  Ross,  Sutton,  Taylor,  Thompson, 
Wells,  Wynne  and  Yaudell — 35^ 

The  question  .was  then  taken  on  the  adoption  of  the  section 
14,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  yeas  and  nays  called  for 
by  Messrs.  Regan,  Carroll  and  Fort: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Archer,  Allen,  Arnold,  Bradford,  Bestor, 
Boon,  Barton,  Brown,  Cunningham,  Downs,  Dillard,  Evans, 
Eskridge,  Fox,  Falconer,' Gulley,  Grace,  Harris,  High,  Hen- 
don, Isom,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Tippah,  Lowry,  Lewers, 
Marable,  Morehead,  McLemore,  McKay  of  Green,  McLaurin, 
McElroy,  McNiel,  Pounds,  Powe,  Robinson,  Staples,  Seal  of 
Harrison,  Seal  of  Hancock,  Shelley,  Stubbs  of  Smith,  Ste- 
phens, Upshaw,  Wier  and  Watson — 44. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Barnett,  Clark,  Carroll,  Dale, 
Daniel,  Easterling,  Fowler,  Foxworth,  Fort,  Gray,  Hicks, 
Hathorn,  Irby,  Johnson  of  Wilkinson,  Kirk,  Liddell,  Lott, 
Minter,  Moore,  Maxwell,  Murdock,  Owen,  Pope,  Pinson, 
Prewitt,  Regan,  Rucks,  Rogers,  Ross,  Sutton,  Taylor,  Thomp- 
son, Wells,  Wynne  and  Yandell — -36. 

Amend  by  additional  section : 

Sec.  15.  Be  it  farther  enacted.  That  in  addition  to  the 
foregoing  appropriation  there  be  and  is  hereby  appropriated 
an  additional  sum  of  two  hundred  and  eighty-nine  thousand 
dollars,  out  of  any  money  in  the  Treasury  of  the  State  not 
otherwise  appropriated,  to  be  distributed  in  accordance  with 
the  foregoing  provisions  of  this  act  to  the  counties  hereinafter 
named,  and  said  appropriation  shall  be  divided  between  said 
counties  as  follows,  viz: 
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To  the  county  of  Tishomingo,  fifty  thousand  dollars.   . 

To  the  county  of  Tippah,  forty  thousand  dollars. 

To  the  county  of  Itawamba,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

To  the  county  of  Pontotoc,  twenty  thousand  dollars. 

To  the  county  of  Marshall,  twenty-five  thousand  dollars. 

To  the  county  of  Lafayette,  fifteen^  thousand  dollars. 

To  the  county  of  DeSoto,„ten  thousand  dollars. 

To  the  county  of  Panola,  five  thousand  dollars. 

To  the  county  of  Warren,  twenty  thousand  dollars.  - 

To  the  county  of  Claiborne,  twelve  thousand  dollars. 

To  the  county  of  Yazoo,  twelve  thousand  dollars. 

To  the  county  of  Hinds,  fifteen  thousand  dollars. 

To  the  county  of  Wilkinson,  ten  thousand  dollars. 

To  the  county  of  Harrison,  five  thousasd  dollars. 

To  the  county  of  Jackson,  five  thousand  dollars.    ; 

To  the  county  of  Hancock,  five  thousand  dollars. 

To  the  county  of  Adams,  ten  thousand,  dollars. 

To  the  county  of  Calhoun,  seven  thousand  d.  .liars. 

To  the  county  of  Washington,  three  thousand  dollars. 

Mr.  Liddell  offered  the  following  substitute  : 

Sec.  15.  Me  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Governor  is  here- 
by authorized  to  appoint  immediately  the  commissioners  for 
the  counties  of  Tippah  and  Tishomingo,  as  provided  for  in  this 
act,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  procure  at  once  the  number  of 
indigent  persons  in  said  counties,  their  condition  and  necessi- 
ties, and  the  propable  amount  which  will  be  required  to  relieve 
them  over  and  above  their  distributive  share  of  the  fund 
created  by  this  act,  and  report  the  same  without  delay  to  the 
Auditor  of  Public  Accounts. 

Sec.  16.  Be  it  farther  enacted,  That  the  sum  of  seventy- 
five  thousand  dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  as  may  be  found  to 
be  necessary,  is  hereby  appropriated  and  placed  at  the  dis- 
posal of  the  Governor,  for  the  benefit  of  such  indigent  per- 
sons, to  be  dravvn  by  said  commissioners  in  such  sums  as  may 
be  found  to  be  necessary,  upon  the  warrant  of  the  Governor 
upon  the  Treasurer. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  Messrs.  Kirk  and  Hathorn 
after  Friday. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Governor 
through  his  Private  Secretary : 

Executive  Office,      ) 
Columbus,  Nov.  26th,  1863.  \ 
Mr.  Speaker —  * 

His  Excellency,  the  Governor,  has  signed  and  approved 
the  following  House  bills  and  resolution  entitled: 

An  act  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  Probate  Judge  of  Kem- 
per county. 

An  act  to  suspend  the  Levee  tax  authorized  to  be  assessed 


230 

by  the  Boards  of  Police  of  the  Mississippi  River  Levee  Dis- 
trict. 

An  net  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  the  ap- 
pointment of  two  medical  commissioners  to  especially  attend 
to  the  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  from  the  State  m  the  Con- 
federate army,  and  for  other  purposes,  approved  January  lst^ 
1863. 

Resolution  instructing  our  Senators  and  requesting  our 
Representatives.     . 

On  motion  .of  Mr.  Brown, 

The  House  adjourned  until  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

TirEEE   O'CLOCK,    P.    M. 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  question  pend- 
ing on  adjournment,  to-wit .'  the  substitute  offered  by  Mr. 
Liddell  for  the  additional  section  15  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Rucks  offered  the  following  substitute  for  the  'sub- 
stitute : 

Sec.  15.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  an  additional  sum  of 
two  hundred  and  eighty-nine  thousand  dollars  ($289,000)  be 
and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  payable  out  of  the 
treasury  notes  issued  under  the  provisions  of  an  act  entitled 
an  act  authorizing  the  issuance  of  treasury  notes  on  behalf  of 
the'  State,  approved  January  29th,  1862,  the  whole  of  which 
sum  shall  be  immediately  distributed  as  provided  for  in  the 
second  section  of  this  act. 

Mr.  Barnett  moved  to  lay  the  substitute,  and  the  substitute 
for  the  substitute  on  the  table. 
-  Mr.  Stephens  called  for  a  division  of  the  question. 

The  vote  was  first  taken  on  laying  the  substitute  for  the 
substitute  on  the  table,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative.  • 

tThe  vote  was  then  taken  on  laying  the  substitute  on  the 
table,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Regan  moved  that  the  county  of  Claiborne  be  stricken 
out  of  the  section, 

Which  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fowler, 

The  county  of  Washington  was  stricken  out  of  the  section. 

Mr.  Cunningham  offered  the  following  substitute  for  sec- 
tion 15: 

Sec — .  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  any  sum  in  the  Treasury 
not  otherwise  appropriated,  not  exceeding  the  sum  of  three 
hundred  thousand  dollars,  be  and  the  same  is  hereby  placed 
at  the  disposal  of  the  Governor  for  the  relief  of  the  destitute 
families  in  such  counties  as   are   not  sufficiently  provided  for 
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$>y  the  general  distribution  contemplated  in  this  act ;  and.that 
the  Governor  is  hereby  authorized  and  requested  to  appoint 
and  employ  competent  agent*  to  obtain  all  the  necessary  in- 
formation at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable  of  the  wants  of  such 
counties,  and  that  the  Governor  draw  his  warrant  on  the  Au- 
ditor for  such  sum  as  he  in  his  judgment  may  deem  just  and 
•equal  to  such  counties. 

Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  Governor  may  employ  a 
sufficient  number  of  agents  to  disburse  and  distribute  the 
same  according  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  and  the  said 
agents  be  required  to  give  bond  and  sufficient  security  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  their  duties,  the  Governor  allowing 
and  paying  just  compensation  for  the  same,  and  that  the  Gov- 
ernor be  requested  to  make  a  full  report  to  the  next  Legis- 
lature. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison, 

The  substitute  was.  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Eskridge  offered  the  following  substitute,  which, 

On  motion  of  .Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison, 

Was  laid  on  the  table. 

Sec.  15.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  further  sum  of 
three  hundred  thousand  dollars  be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
appropriated  for  the  relief  of  the  indigent  families  in  the  bor- 
der counties  of  this  State,  to  be  drawn  from  the  Treasury  of 
the  State  upon  the  warrant  of  the  Governor,  in  such  sums  as 
he  may  see  proper  from  time  to  time,  as  he  may  require  the 
same,  to  avoid  the  suffering  which  this  appropriation  is  •in- 
tended to  prevent;  and  that  the  money  herein  appropriated 
may  be  applied  appropriately  and  according  to  the  necessities 
of  the  different  counties,  the  Governor  is  authorized  and  re- 
quired, without  4ehvy,  m  such  manner  as  -will  most  certainly 
and  speedily  secure  the  proper  data,  proceed  to  ascertain  the 
relative  wants  of  the  several  counties,  the  capacity  of  said 
counties  to  make  payment  of  taxes,  and  shall  apply  the  appro- 
priation made  by  this  section  in  such  way  as  in  his  judgment 
is  most  expedient  and  proper  to  arrest  suffering. 

Mr.  Barnett  offered  to  amend  the  amendment  sec.  15,  by 
adding,  "to  the  county  of  Issaquena,  three  thousand  dollars,'* 

Which  was  adopted. 

On  motion,  * 

The  counties  of  Claiborne  and  Washington  were  reinserted 
in  section  li>- 

Mr.  Watson  offered  the  following  substitute  : 

Sec.  15.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  sum  of  two  hun- 
dred thousand  dollars  be,  and  is  hereby  appropriated  out  of 
any  moneys  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated,  to  be 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  Governor  for  the  benefit  of  such 
of  indigent  persons  hereinbefore  provided  for,  whose  wants 
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may  not  be  sufficiently  met  by  tbe  appropriations  made  by 
the  previous  sections  of  this  bill;  and  the  Governor  is  hereby 
authorized  and  requested  to  adopt  such  measures  as  he  may 
deem  best  calculated  to  ascertain  the  counties  or  persons  who 
may  be  entitled  to  relief  out  of  the  appropriation  made  by 
this  section,  and  in  his  discretion  he  is  authorized  immediately 
out  of  this  fund  to  purchase  such  supplies  and  provisions  as 
he  may  think  will  be -needed. 

Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison,  moved  to  lay  the  substitute  on  the 
'  table, 

Which  motion  was  lost. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Wilkinson,  moved  to  lay  the  section  15 
and  the  substitute  on  the  table. 

Which  was  lost. 

Mr.  Eskridge  offered  the  following  amendment  to  the  sub- 
stitute : 

Provided,  Said  sum  be  appropriated  to  the  counties  of 
Tishomingo,  Tippah,  Marshall,  DeSoto,  Warren,  Yazoo, 
Hinds,  Washington,  Claiborne,  Adams,,  Issaquena  and  La- 
fayette, 

Which  was  lost. 

The  vote  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption  of  the  substitute 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  yeas  and  nays  called  for  by 
Messrs.  Evans,  Gully,  aud  Seal,  of  Harrison : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Archer,  Bestor,  Boon,  Brown, 
Clark,  Cunningham,  Downs,  Daniel,  Easterling,Fox-,Fox  worth, 
Fort,  Grace,  Gray,  Hicks,  Harris',  Hendon,  Irby,  Jackson„ 
Johnson  of  Wilkinson,  Kirk,  Liddell,  Lott,  Moore,  Marable, 
Morehead,  Maxwell,  McLemore,  McKay  of  Green,  McKay 
of  Neshoba,  McLaurin,  McElroy,  Owen,  Pope,  Powe,  Ross, 
Robinson,  Staples,  Sutton,  Wells,   Watson  and  Wynne — 42. 

Nays — Messrs.  Allen,  Arnold,  Bradford,  Barton,  Barnett, 
Carroll,  Dillard,  Dale,  Evans,  Eskridge,  Fowler,  Gully,  High, 
Isom,  Johnson  of  T  ppab,  Lowry,  Lewers,  Minter,  Murdock, 
McNeil,  Pounds,  Pinson,  Prewitt,  Regan,  Rucks,  Rogers, 
Seal  of  Harrison,  Seal  of  Hancock,  Shelley,  Stephens,  Thomp- 
son, Upshaw,  Wier  aud  Yandell — 34. 

Amendment  from  the  committee  of  the  Whole: 

JBe  it  further  enacted,  That  whenever  the.  commissioners 
appointed  utfder  this  act  shall  be  in  doubt  as  to  the  right  of 
any  applicant  to  be  a  beneficiary,  he  shall  consult  the  Board 
of  Police,  if  in  session,  or  the  President  thereof#in  vacation, 
and  said  Board  or  President  shall  determine  the  question;  and 
in  all  cases,  where  a  party  has  been  declared  by  the  commis- 
sioners as  not  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  this  act,  an  appeal  to 
the  Board  of  Police  may  be  taken  and  the  decision  of  said 
Board  shall  be  conclusive. 

Which  was  adopted. 
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Mr.  Regan  offered  the  following  amendment,  which  was 
laid  on  the  table :  / 

Amend  by  way  of  additional  section— 

Sec.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  benefits  of  this  act 
shall  not  apply  to  the  families  of  such  soldiers  as  have  de- 
serted, or  may  hereafter  desert  from  the  State  or  Confederate 
service,  or  have  .fled  or  may  hereafter  fly  within  the  Federal 
lines  to  avoid  service  due  from  them  in  the  present  war; 
Provided,  That  the  families  of  such  soldiers  as  have  been  cap- 
tured as  deserters  and  executed  by  the  military  law  of  the 
land  shall  not  be  included  in  the  provisions  of  this  section. 

Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison,  offered  the  following  amendment  by 
way  of  additional  section : 

Be  it  further  enacted,  That  Svhen  the  Governor  shall  as- 
certain the  number  of  persons  from  each  county  entitled  to  an 
appropriation  under  this  act,  he  may  pay  OArer,.  the  amount  to 
the  President  of  the  Board  of  Police  in  such  county,  or  to 
the  person  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Police  to  receive  the 
same,  so  that  said  sura  may  be  disposed  of  by  the  Board  of 
Police  as  in  their  opinion  they  may  detm  most  expedient. 

Which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Rogers  withdrew  his  motion  made  on  the  24th  instant, 
to  reconsider  the  vote  by  which  the  House  on  that  day  passed 
a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  the  collection  of  monies 
loaned  by  this  State  to  Kailroad  companies  from  the  Chicka- 
saw School  Fund. 

Mr.   Irby,   from   the   committee  on  Enrolled   Bills,  made 
the  following  report : 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  beg  leave  to  report  that 
they  have  examined  the  followir  g  enrolled  bills,  and  found 
the  same  correctly  enrolled  and  have  submitted  them  to  his 
Excellency,  the  Governor,  for  bis  approval  and  signature, 
to-wit : 

A  House  bill  entitled  an  act  to  allow  the  Sheriffs  and  Tax 
Collectors  additional  time  to  collect  the  taxes  for  the  year 
1862,  in  certain  cases. 

A  House  bill  entitled  ah  act  authorizing  Sheriffs  of  the 
State  to  receive  Confederate  Treasury  notes  in  payment  of 
runaway  slaves  sold,  and  for  other  purposes. 

A  House  bill  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  Mrs.  Maria  E. 
Wadlington,  Guardian  of  the  minor  children  of  Douglass  S. 
King,  dec'd,  to  sell  slaves  belonging  to  her  wards,  and  for 
other  purposes.. 

A  House  bill  entitled  an  act  to  amend  chapter  S,  of  the 
Revised  Code,  establishing  the  fees  of  certain  offieers  so  far 
as  it  relates  to  the  Probate  Clerks  of  the  counties  of  Leake 
and  Rankin. 
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A  House  bill  entitled  an  act  to  extend  the  time  of  assessing 
s  the  taxes  in  this  State  for  the  year  1883. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Fowler, 
The  House  adjourned  until  10  o'clock  tomorrow  morning. 


FRIDAY,  November  27,  1863. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lyqn. 

Journal  of  yesterday, was  read  and  approved. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Regan, 

The  rules  were  suspended  and  Senate  messages  tiken  up, 
and  tho  Senate  substitute  for  House  bill  entitled  an  act  for 
the  relief  of  tax  payers  in  certain  cases,  was  taken  up, 

And  read  three  several  times,  the  rules  being  suspended, 
and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  Watson  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  under  considera- 
tion on  yesterday,  to  wit :  An  act  better  to  provide  for  the 
families  of  our  soldiers,  to  a  select  committee  of  five. 

Which  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fox, 

Tho  House  reconsidered  the  vote  by  which  on  yesterday 
it  adopted,  the' amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Wntson  as  a 
substitute  for  amendment  sec.  15,  recommended  by  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Upshaw  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by  which 
on  yesterday  evening  the  House  adopted  the  amendment,  by 
way  of  additional  section  offered  by  Mr.  Seal  of  Harrrison. 

Which  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Upshaw  moved  that  the  subject  matter  of  sec.  15, 
amendment  reported. by  committee  of  the  whole,  and  the 
substitutes  thereto,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  five. 

The  Speaker  appointed  Messrs.  Watson,  Regan,  McLaurin, 
Weir  and  Murdock 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison, 

The  bill  under  consideration  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a  third  reading  on  to-morrow  at  10  o'clock. 

Mr.  Regan  called  up  the  resolution  upon  which  the  motion 
for  a  reconsideration  was  made  on  the  24th  inst.,  to  wit : 

The  resolution  in  relation  to  the  employment  of  persons 
under  conscript  age  in  the  military  or  civil  service  of  the 
State. 

The  House  reconsidered  the  vote  by  which  said  resolution 
was  adopted. 
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Mr.  Eskridge  moved  to  amend  by  adding,  nor  to  those 
exempt  from  military  service. 

The  House  then  refused  to  adopt  the  resolution. 

Mr.  Bucks  called  from  the  orders  of  the  day,  a  bill  to  be 
entitled  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Alabama  and  Mississippi 
Kivers  Railroad  Company. 

Which  was  read  the  second  time. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rucks, 

The  rule  was  suspended,  the  bill  read  the  third  time  and 
passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated.  ->■ 

Mr.  Downs,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled^ 

An  act  to  indemnify  the  present  session  of  the  Legis- 
lature, which  was  read  once,  and 

On  mo  lion  of  Mr.  Isom, 

Was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Powe  by  leave,  introduced  a  joint  resolution  inviting 
the  Hon.  R.  W.  Walker.  Senator  elect  from  the  State  of 
Alabama,  to  address  the  Legislature  and  the  public,  at  an 
early  day  in  this  House. 

The  rules  was  suspended  and  the  resolution  adopted. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate : 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  have  passed  the  following  bills,  to  wit: 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  to  compensate  soldiers  in  the-  State 
service  in  certain  cases. 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  to  repeal  an  act  reducing  the  salary 
of  the  Probate  Judge  of  Pankin  county. 

Have  also  passed  House  bill  entitled  an  net  to  incorporate 
the- Southern  College  of  Medical  Surgery. 

And  have  adopted  House  joint  resolution  in  reference  to 
the  President's  order  removing  slaves. 

Mr.  Bestor,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  amend  chapter  59,  article  36,  of  the  Revised 
Code  relating  to  patrols. 

Was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  Yandell  offered  the  following  amendment : 

"  Except  Ministers  of  the  Gospel." 

Which  was  lost. 

The  rules  were  suspended,  the  bill  read  the  third  time  and 
passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  Rogers  by  leave,  called  up  the  special  order  of 
Wednesday  last,  to  wit : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  encourage  enlistments  in  the 
army  of  the  Confederate  Spates,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Shelly  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Which  was  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  yeas  and  nays 
called  for  by  Messrs.  Bradford,  Rogers  and  Brown. 


236 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bestor,  Barton,  Brown, 
Barnett,  Carroll,  Downs,  Evans,  Gray,  Harris,  High,  Hendon, 
Jackson,  Johnson  of  Wilkinson,  Johnson  of  Tippah,  Kirk, 
Lott,  Moore,  Marable,  McKay  of  Green,  McKay  of  Neshoba, 
McNeil,  Pownds,  Powe,  Pinson,  Rogers,  Ross,  Robinson, 
Seal  of  Harrison,  Seal  of  Hancock,  Shelley,  Sutton,  Stubbs 
of  Smith,  Wells,  Wier  and  Yandell — 36. 

Nays — Messrs.  Archer,  Allen,  Arnold,  Bradford,  Boone, 
Clark,  Cunningham,  Daniel,  Dillard,  Eskridge,  Fox,  Falconer, 
Fort,  Grace,  Isom,  Irby,  Liddell.  Lewers,  Minter,  Maxwell, 
Murdock,  McLemore,  McLaurin,  McElroy,  Prewit,  Regan, 
Rucks*,  Staples,  Stephens,  Thompson,  Upshaw,  Watson  and 
Wynne — 33. 

The  bill  was  laid  on  the  table 

Mr.  Murdock  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by 
which  the  House  this  morning  passed  a  bill  to  be  entitled 
an  act  to  incorporate  the  Alabama  and  Mississippi  Rivers 
Railroad  Company. 

Mr.  Irby,  from  the  committee  on  Enroled  Bills,  made  the 
following  report : 
Mr.  Speaker — . 

The  committee  on  Enrojled  Bills  beg  leave  to  report  that 
tbey  have  examined  the  following  enrolled  joint  resolution 
and  bill,  found  the  same  correctly  enrolled,  and  have  sub- 
mitted them  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  for  his  appro- 
val and  signature,  to- wit : 

Joint  resolution  in  reference  to  the  President's  order  re- 
moving slaves.     r. 

An.  act  entitled  an  act,  to  amend  an  act,  for  the  relief  of 
Judges  of  the  Circuit  Courts  of  this  State  in  certain  cascf. 

The  following  message  was  received   from   the  Governor 
through  his  Private  Secretary  :     4 
Mr.  Speaker — 

I  am  directed  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  to  trans- 
mit t> you  his  message  in  writing. 

Executive  Office,      ) 
Columbus,  Nov.  27,  1863.  f 
Gentlemen  of  the  Senate 

and  House  of  Representatives: 

I  have  this  day  signed  a  bill  entitled  an  act  to  authorize 
the  repair  of  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad  between  Okalona 
and  Saltillo  in  this  State,  and  for  other  purposes. 

I  approved  the*  bill,  not  only  on  account  of  the  gceat 
imppriance  of  the  proposed  extension  in  a  military  point  of 
view  to  the  State  and  the  Confedei  ary,  but  beeau-e  of  its 
necessity  in  conveying  provision?  and  other  necessaries  for  a 
large  number  of  our  people  in  the  Northern  and  Eastern 
part  of  the  State,  whose  property  has  been  destroyed  and 
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whose  fields  have  been  desolated  by  the  enemy.  I  shall 
immediately  communicate  with  the  President  of  the  road 
as  to  the  best  means  of  repairing  the  road  and  placing  it  in 
running  order.  I  believe  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Directory  to 
do  this  without  any  assistance  or  guarantee  from  th.M  State. 
Railroads  are  not  chartered  for  the  purpose  of  granting 
privlieges  and  monopolies  to  a  few  individuals  for  their 
exclusive  advantage,  but  for  the  benefit  of  the  people,  and 
however  few  the  restraints  contained  in  their  charters,  they 
are  under  obligations  and  conditions  imposed  by  the  conv 
mon  law  of.  the  land,  which  they  should  not  be  permitted  to 
disregard.  The  grant  of  power  to  build  a  Railroad  includes 
the  obligation  to  keep  it  in  repair  and  use  it,  and  any 
unreasonable  neglect  or  refusal  to  do  this,  as  to  anv  part  of 
the  road,  Works  a  forfeiture  of  their  charters.  The  danger 
to  the  road  from  the  public  enemy  or  any  excuse  which 
may  be  given,  are  questions  to  be  determined  by  the  courts 
of  the  State  on  the  facts  as  they  may  be  found  by  a  jury. 
I  cannot  conceive  that  the  supposed  danger  of  injury  from 
the  troops  of  the  State,  or  of  the  Confederacy,  can  affect  the 
question. 

I  desire  in  this  connection  to  call  your  attention  to  the 
complaints  which  are  made  against  this  Railroad  of  alleged 
exorbitant  charges,  both  for  freight  and  passengers,  and  to 
their  recent  refusal  to  transport  freight,  except  upon  terms 
as  to  risks  which  they  have  no  right  as  common  carriers  to 
impose.  You  have  the  power  to  investigate  these  alleged 
grievances,  and  if  you  find  them  to  exist,  to  provide  the 
proper  remedy. 

It  is  admitted  that  under  the  present  high  prices  of  labor, 
of  materials  and  of  increased  liability  on  account  of  tho 
increased  value  of  the  property  transported,  a  reasonable 
advance  should  be  made  in  their  freights,  but  exorbitant  and 
extortionate  charges  cannot  be  permitted.  It  is  an  abuse  of 
the  franchise,  and  works  a  forfeiture  of  their  charter.  I  have 
also  been  informed  that  some  of  the  Railroads  which  have 
issued  notes  to  circulate  as  money,  refuse  to  take  the  notes 
of  other  Railroads  in  the  State  as  payment  for  freight. 
If  such  refusing  roads,  accepted  the  provisions  of  the  acts  of 
December  1861,  and  January  1862,  such  refusal  works  a 
forfeiture  of  their  ^charters.  If  they  did  not  accept  them, 
the  issuance  of  such  notes  by  them,  not  only  subjects  the 
officers  to  the  penalties  against  unauthorized  banking,  but  is 
a  misuser,  and  also  works  a  forfeiture.  k 

I  respectfully  recommend  that  an  enquiry  be  made  into 
the  alleged  abuses,  and  that  suitable  remedies  be  provided 
by  statute's.  I  especially  call  your  attention  to  the  proceed- 
ings by  scire  facius  and  information  in  nature  of  quo  war- 
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ranto,  that  you  may  declare  in  what  cases  they  may  be  issued, 
and  provide  for  the  very  probable  contingency  of  a  judge- 
ment by  forfeiture,  by  such  statutes  as  will  vest  the  forfeited 
property,  and  privileges  in  trustees,  with  power  to  continue 
the  benefits  of  the  ro.ids  to.  the  public.  It  would  be  advisable 
also  to  give  the  power  to  the  courts  upon  the  issuance  of  the 
writ  upon  a  proper  hearing  after  notice,  or  at  an}'  stnge  of 
the  proceeding  before  the  final  judgement  to  place  the  road 
in  the  hands  of  trustees,  such  disposition  to  be  made  by  sub- 
sequent legislation  as  justice  and  the  public  interest  may 
demand.  CHAS.  CLARK, 

Governor. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Minter, 

The  House  adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

THREE   O'CLOCK,   P.   M. 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

On  a  call  of  the  roll  a  quorum  appeared. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eskridge, 

The  House  took  up  the  Governor's  message  transmitted 
to  the  House  this  morning. 

The  message  was  read,  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison, 

Was  referred  to  the  Judiciary  committee. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  tho 
Senate  messages. 

The  House  concurred  in  the  Senate  amendment  to  House 
joint  re.-olntion  setting  apart  Thursday,  10th  December,  as  a 
day  of  fasting  humiliation  and  prayer. 

The  House  concurred  in  the  Senate  amendment  to  House 
bill,  entitled  an  act  to  remove  the  civil  and  legal  disabilities 
of  Sam  B.  Jones. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  and  require 
the  Governor  to  cause  to  be  printed,  a  sufficient  amount  of 
bonds  bearing  eight  per  cent,  interest,  for  the  purpose  of 
calling  in  and  taking  up  the  Treasury  notes,  issued  by  iaw, 
for  the  military  defense  of  the  State. 

Was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  punish  ^parties  making 
illegal  seizures  and  impre-  sments  in  this  State. 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  committee. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  relative  to  the  establish- 
ment of  a  temporary  penitentiary. 

Was  read  twice  under  a  ^suspension  of  the  rftles,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  the  Penitentiary. 
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Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  an  aet  to  pay  Clerks,  Inspectors 
and  returning  officers  of  elections  of  Hancock  county,  and  to 
increase  the  per  diem  of  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Police- 
Was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  Grace  moved  to  insert  the  county  of  Lauderdale  in 
title  and  body  of  bill. 

Which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  McElroy  moved  to  insert  the  county  of  l^ewton^.in 
title  and  body  of  bill. 

Which  was  adopted. 

The  bill  read  the  third  time  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  change  the  time  of  hold- 
,ing  the  Probate  Court  of  Lawrence  county. 

The  bill  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Senate  joint  resolutions  of  confidence  &c,  were  concurred 
in  by  the  House.  v 

Senate  joint  resolution  to  donate  clothing  to  Herndon 
Rangers  &c,  was  concurred  in  by  the  Housa. 

Senate  joint  resolution  in  regard  to  Railroads  &c,  was 
concurred  in  by  the  House.  ' 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  attachement 
laws  &c.,  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules  and 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  committee. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  provide  for  obtaining 
jurors  in  the  Circuit  Courts  of  this  State. 

Was  read  twice  under  suspension  of  the  rules,  and  referred 
to  the  Judiciary  committee. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  legalize  .  the  removal  of 
personal  property  from  this  State,  by  Guardians,  Executors, 
Administrators  and  other  Trustees  under  certain  circumstan- 
ces, and  for  other  purposes. 

Was  read  twice  under  suspension  of  the  rules  and  referred 
to  the  Judiciary  committee. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  law  of  divor- 
ces and  alimony, 

Was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  McElroy  offered  an  amendment  by  way  of  substitute, 
entitled  an  act  to  amend  article  11  of  sec.  4,  of  chapter  40  of 
the  Revised.  Code  of  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

Which  was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time  and  passed,  the  title 
standing  as  stated.  % 

Senate  amendment  to  House  amendment  to  Senate  joint 
resolution  in  relation  to  making  Confederate  notes  a  legal  ten- 
der, in  which  the  House  refused  to  concur. 

The  House  insisted  on  its  refusal  to  concur, 
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The  House  concurred  in  the"  Senate  amendment  to,  Honse 
joint  resolution  inviting  the  Hon.  J.  W.  C.  Watson  to  address 
the  Legislature. 

The  House  concurred  in  the  Senate  amendment  to  House 
bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  George  R.  Fall. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  punish  the  offense  of 
harboring  or  concealing  deserters  from  the  Confederate  States 
service,  and  for  other  purposes, 

Was  read   twice   under  a   suspension  of   the  rules.     • 

Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison,  moved  the  indefinite  postponement 
of  the  bill,  which  was  decided  in  the  negative  by  yeas  and 
nays  called  for  by  Messrs.  Bradford,  Allen  and  Stephens: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Foxworth,  Pope,  Seal  of  Harrison,  Seal  of 
Hancock,  andYandell — 5.  < 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Archer,  Allen,  Arnold,  Brad- 
ford, Bestor,  Boon,  Barton,  Brown,  Barnett,  Clark,  Cunning- 
ham, Carroll,  Downs,  Deason  of  Jones,  Daniel,  Dillard,  Dale, 
Evans,  Easterling,  Eskridge,  Fowler,  Fox,  Falconer,  Fort, 
Grace,  Gray,  Hicks,  Harris,  High,  Hendon,  Isom,  Irby„  Jack- 
son, Johnson  of  Wilkinson,  Johnson  of  Tippah,  Kirk,Liddell, 
Low-ry,  Lewers,  Minter,  Moore,  Marable,  Morehead,Murdock, 
McLeinore,  McLaurin,  McElroy,  Owen,  Pounds,  Pinson, 
Prewitt,  Regan,  Rucks,  Ross,  Robinson,  Staples,  Shelley, 
Sutton,  Stubbs  of  Smith,  Stephens,  Taylor,  Thomj^son,  Up- 
shaw,  Wells,  Wier,  Watson  and  Wynne — 69. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Wilkinson,  offered  an  amendment  by  way 
of  substitute  entitled  "an  act  to  encourage  enlistments  in  the 
army  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  for  other  purposes," 

Which  was  read. 

Pending  which, 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  Messrs.  Gully  and  Upshaw. 

The  Speaker  presented  the  following  communication : 

Jackson,  Miss.,      ) 
November  21,  1863.  j" 
Hon.  L.  M  Houston, 

Speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  herewith  to  submit  to  the  House  the 
biennial  report  of  the  Trustees  of  the  State  Institution  for  the 
Blind,  and  am,  sir, 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

JOHN  DUNCAN, 
President  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  Miss.  State  Inst,  for  the 

Blind.   '. 

On  motion,  # 

The  report  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  the  Institution 
for  the  Blind. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Isom, 

The  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  at  10 
o'clock. 
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SATURDAY,  November  28,  1883. 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Sears. 

Journal  of  yesterday  read  and  approved. 

Mr.  Morehead  presented  the  petition  of  Wm.  M.  Haley; 
Sheriff  of  Copiah  county,  which*  was  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  Claims  without  reading. 

Mr.  Regan,  by  leave,  called  from  the  orders  of  the  day  a 
Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  for  the  examination  of  the 
offices  of  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  and  State  Treasurer. 

Was  read  three  several  times  under  a-  suspension  of 
the  rules,  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as'  stated. 

Mr.  Regan  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by  which 
on  yesterday  the  House  concurred  in  the  "resolutions  of  con- 
fidence, &c,"  from  the  Senate,  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eskridge, 

Was  made  the  special  order  for  Monday  morning  at  10 
o'clock. 

Mr.  Stephens  presented  the  petition  of  W.  D.  McCulloch, 
Chaplain  of  the  23d  Miss.  Regiment,  which  was  referred  to 
the  committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances  with  instruc- 
tions to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate : 
Mb.  Speaker — 

The   Senate  have  passed  the   following  entitled  bills: 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  the  removal  of  the 
records,  books  and  papers  belonging  to  any  Court  of  Record, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  D.  H.  Maury. 

A.  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  supply  soldiers  of  the  State 
of  Mississippi,  either  in  the  State  or  Confederate  service,  with 
shoes  and  clothing. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  amend  section  V,  Revised 
Code  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  so  far  as  the  same  provides 
•compensation  for  the  State  Printer,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Also  passed  a  House  bill  entitled  an  act  to  repeal  section  5 
of  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  reduce  the  county  tax  of  Greene 
county,  approved  Dec.  5,  1861. 

The  Senate  have  passed  sundry  amendments  to  House  bill 
entitled  an  act  to  procure  cotton  and  wool  cards,  and  other 
articles,  for  indigent  families  of  soldiers  and  citizens  of  the 
State.    There  was  also  an  amendment  to  the  title. 

The  Senate  have  also  passed  a  Senate  bill  entitled  an  act  to 
to  procure  salt  for  the  indigent  families  of  soldiers,  and  for 
other  purposes,  approved  January  1,  1863. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  spe- 
cial order,  to- wit : 
H— 16 
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A  "bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  better  to  provide  for  the  families 
of  our  soldiers. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Watson, 

The  bill  was  recommitted  to  the  select  committee  of  five  to 
which  on  yesterday  was  referred  the  sec.  15  reported  by  the 
committee  of  the  Whole  and  the  amendment  by  way  of  "addi- 
tional section  offered  by  Mr.  Seal  of  Harrison. 

That  committee,  through  its  chairman,  Mr.  Watson,  forth- 
with reported  the  bill  back  to  the  House  with  the  following 
amendment  by  way  of  additional  section : 
'  Sec.  — .  lie  it  further  enacted,,  That  the  sum  of  eighty-five 
thousand  dollars,  in  addition  to  the  appropriations  made  by 
the  previous  sections  of  this  act,  .be  and  the  same  is  hereby 
set  apart  out  of  any  monies  in  the  Treasury  not  otherwise  ap- 
propriated, for  the  benefit  and  relief  of  the  persons  for  whom 
this,  act  is  intended  to  provide  in  the  counties  of  Tippah,  Tish- 
mingo,  Hancock,  Harrison  and  Jackson,  the  said  sum  of 
eighty-five  thousand  dollars  to  be  divided  among  the  said  five 
mentioned  counties  in  the  manner  following  to-wit: 

To  the  county  of  Tippah,  thirty  thousand  dollars. 

To  the  county  of  Tishomingo,  forty  thousand  dollars. 

And  to  the  said  counties  of  Harrison,  Hancock,  and  Jack- 
son, the  sum  of  five  thousand  dollars  each,  which  said  amounts 
shall  be  immediately  drawn  out  of  the  Treasury  and  disbursed 
in  the  manner  and  for  the  purposes  of  the  said  counties  re- 
spectively, that  the  appropriations  made  by  the  previous  sec- 
tion of  this  act,  are  to  be  drawn  and  disbursed  ;  Provided, 
however,  Should  it  hereafter  appear  to  the  Governor  that  the 
said  counties  of  Tippah,  Tishomingo,  Hancock,  Harrison 
and  Jackson  will  not  require  for  the  proper  support  of  the 
persons  therein  respectively  intended  to  be  aided  by  this  act, 
their  full  shares  of  all  the  appropriations  made  to  them  there- 
in, then  and  in  that  event  he  shall  notify  in  writing  the  Audi- 
tor of  Public  Accounts  of  the  precise  sum  which  he  may  be 
satisfied  can  be  withheld  from  the  said  counties  respectively, 
or  one  or  more  of  them,  as  unnecessary  lor  the  purposes  of 
this  act;  and  thereupon  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  Auditor 
not  to  issue  his  warrant  or  warrants  upon  the  Treasury  for 
the  sum  or  sums  so  designated,  but  the  same  shall  be  retained 
in  the  Treasury  out  of  the  shares  respectively  to  which  the 
said  five  counties  are  entitled  out  of  the  proceeds  of  the  spe- 
cial tax  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  per  cent,  by  this  act  herein- 
before imposed  ;  Provided  further,  That  the  tax  authorized 
by  the  -ith  section  of  an  act  entitled  an  act  better  to  provide 
for  the  families  of  our  soldiers,  approved  January  3d,  1863, 
be  and  is  hereby  abolished  for  the  future,  and  that  none  of  the 
provisions  of  the  said  act  shall  apply  to  the  money  appi'opria- 
ted  or  the  tax  collected  by  virtue  of  this  act. 
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Which  amendments  were  adopted. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time  and  passed,  the  title 
standing  as  stated. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rogers, 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  special 
order  of  Thursday  last,  and, 

On  his  motion, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  Whole  oi> 
the  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  1st  Battalion 
of  Mississippi  State  Troops,  commanded  when  in  service  by 
Maj.  Harper, 

Mr.  Bradford  in  the  chair. 

After  some  time  spent  therein, 

The  committee  rose,  reported  the  bill  back   to  the  House 
with  the  recommendation  that  the  bill  be  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 
.    The  report  of  the  committe  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Murdock,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  for  the  protection  of  the  persons  and  property  of 
the  citizens  of  the  State  of  Mississippi, 

Which,  without  reading,  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
committee.  -  , 

Mr.  Rucks  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  amend  the  law  in  relation  to  the  writ  of  habeas 
corpus, 

Which,  without  reading,  was  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
committee. 

Mr.  Falconer,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  create  the  office  of  Historian  to-  the  University 
of  Mississippi, 

Which,  without  reading,  was  refered  to  the  committee 
on  the  State  University. 

Mr.  T>ewers  called  from  the  orders  of  the  day  an  act  to  be 
entitled  an  act  for  the  benefit  of  the  cavalry  companies  com- 
manded by  Capts.  Mitchell,  Williams  and  Johnson,  which, 

On  his  motion, 
.   Was  referred  to  the  committee  on  Military  Affairs. 

The  joint  resolution  of  the  Senate  in  relation  to  adjourn- 
ment on  Saturday,  28th  inst.,  was  taken  up. 

Mr.  Allen  moved  to  amend  by  striking  out  "Saturday,  28th 
inst.,"  and  insert  "Saturday,  5th  inst.,  next." 

Mr.  Liddell  moved  the  indefinite  postponement  of  the  reso- 
lution and  amendment, 

Which  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison, 

The  resolution  and  amendment  were  laid  on  the  table. 

The  House- then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  question 
pending  on  adjournment  yesterday,  to-^wit : 
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The  substitute  offered  by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Wilkinson,  for 
the  Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  an.  act  to  punish  the  offense  of 
harboring  or  concealing  deserters  from  the  Confederate,  and 
State  service,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Johnson,  offered  the  following  amendment  by  way  of 
substitute : 

Amend  section  1  by  striking  out  the  words  "any  citizen  of 
this  State,"  and  insert  the  words  "any  person,"  in  2d  line. 

Amend  section  1  by  inserting  after  the  word  "Mississippi" 
in  the  5th  line,   the  words   "or  who  shall  belong  to  the  army 
of  the  Confederate  States  or  the  State  of  Mississippi." 

Amend  section  3  by  inserting  after  the  word  "lines,"  in  the 
5th  line,  the  words  "for  the  purpose  of  remaining  therein  or 
giving  him  aid  or  information." 

Which  were  .adopted. 

Mr.  Maxwell  offered  the  following  amendment: 

Add  at  end  of  section  3  the  words  "except  mothers,  wives 
and  sisters," 

Was  laid  on  the  table. 

The  vote  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption  of  the  substitute 
bill  as  amended,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Rogers  offered  a  substitute  for  the  bill  under  considera- 
tion, which, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Wilkinson, 

W#s  laid  on  the  table. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time  imdor  a  suspension 
of  the  rules,,  and  passed  by  yeas  and  nays  called  for  by 
Messrs.  Maxwell,  Stephens  and  Jackson: 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Archer,  Allen,  Arnold,  Brad- 
ford, Bestor,  Boon,  Brown,  Barnett,  Clark,  Cunningham, 
Crrroll,,Deason  of  Copiah,  Daniel,  Dillard,  Evans,  Easterling, 
Eskridge,  Fowler,  Fox,  Falconer,  Fort,  Grace,  Harris,  High, 
Heudon,  Isom,  Irby,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Wilkinson,  John- 
son of  Tippah,  Liddell,  Lott,  Lowry,  Lewers,  Minter,  Marable, 
Morehead,  Murdocfe,  McLemore,  McKay  of  Neshoba,  McLau- 
rin,  McElroy,  Owen,  Prewitt,  Regan,  Rucks,  Ross,  Robinson, 
Staples,  Sutton,  Stubbs  of  Smith,  Stephens,  Taylor,  Thomp- 
son, Wells,  Wier,  Watson,  Wynne  and  Yaudell — 60. 

Nays — Messrs.  Barton,  Gray,  Moore,  Maxwell,  McKay  of 
Green,  McNiel,  Pounds,  Powe,  Pinson,  Rogers,  Seal  of  Har- 
rison, Seal  of  Hancock,  and'Shelley — 13. 

Mr.  Irby,  from  the  committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  made 
the  following  report : 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  Eurolled  Bills  beg  leave  to  report  that 
they  have  examined  the  followii  g  enrolled  joint  resolutions 
an  1  bills,  found  the   same  correctly  enrolled   and  have  sub- 
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mitted  them  to  bis  Excellency,  the  Governor,  for  his  approval 
and  signature,  to- wit : 
;,  Joint  resolution  appointing  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer. 

Joint  resolution  granting  leave  of  absence  to  the  Hon. 
Tryan  M.  Yancey. 

An  act  entitled  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Southern  College 
of  Medical  Surgery. 

An  act  entitled  an  act  to  remove  the  civil  and  legal  disabil- 
ities of  Samuel  B.  Jones,  of  Sunflower  county. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Governor 
through  his  Private  Secretary : 

Executive  Office, 
Columbus,  Nov.  26th^lS6o. 
Mr.  Speaker— 

His  Excellency,  the  Governor,  did,  on  the  26th  inst.,  sign 
■and  approve  the  following  House  bills,  entitled: 

A  House  bill  entitled  an  act  to  extend  the  time  of  assessing 
the  taxes  in  this  State  for  the  year  1863. 

A  House  bill  entitled  an  act  to  allow  the,  Sheriffs  aid  Tax 
■Collectors  additional  time  to  collect  the  taxes  for  the  year 
1862,  in  certain  cases. 

A  House  bill  entitled  an  act  to  amend  chapter  8,  of  the 
Revised  Code,  establishing  the  fees  ,of  certain  offieers  '-so  far 
as  it  relates  to  the  Probate  Clerks  of  the  counties  of  Leake 
and  Rankin. 

A  House  bill  entitled  an  act  authorizing  Sheriffs  of  the 
Sf^te  to  receive  Confederate  Treasury  notes  in  payment  or 
runaway  slaves  sold,  and  for  other  purposes. 

A  House  bill  entitled  an  act  to   authorize   Mrs.   Maria  E. 
Wadlington,  Guardian  of  the  "minor  children,  of  Douglass  fc.  • 
King,  dee'd,  to  sell  slaves  belonging  to   her  wards,   and  for 
other  purposes. 

Executive  Office, 
Columbus,  Nov.  28,  1863. 
Mr.  Speaker — 

I  am  instructed  by  his  Excellency,  the  Governor, to"  inform 
the  House  that  he  did,  on  the  27  th  inst.,  sign  and  approve  the 
House  bill  and  resolution  entitled  : 

An  act  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  for  the  relief  of 
-Judges  of  the  Circuit  .Courts  of  this  State  in  certain  cases. 

Joint  resolution  in  reference  to  the  President's  order  re- 
moving slaves. 

The  said  joint  resolution  was  immediately  telegraphed  to 
the  President. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Murdoch, 

The  House  adjourned  until  Monday  m'orning,  at  10 
•o'clock. 
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MONDAY,  November  3oth,  1 863. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Evan.s  of  the  House. 

Journal  of  Saturday  read  and  approved. 

On  motion 
/The  call  of  counties  was  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Upshaw  gave  notice  that  he  would,  on  to-morrow, 
introduce  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  enable  the  Police 
Com;t  of  Monroe  county  to  levy  a  tax  for  the  support  of  the 
dependents  of  soldiers  &c.  from  said  county. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
special  order,  to  wit ; 

The  resolutions  of  confidence  &c.  from  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Upshaw  offered  the  following  substitute  : 

Mexolved,  That  we  have  full  confidence  in  the  capacity  of 
the  President  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  in  his  fidelity 
to  our  cause,  and  we  pledge  ourselves  to  do  all  things  in  our 
power  to  further  the  interest  of  our  bleeding  country  by 
ujtholding  the  hands  of  our  Chief  Executive. 

Mr.  Watson  moved  that  the  resolution,  and  substitue  be 
referred  to  a  select  committee  of  five. 

Mr.  Liddell  called  for  the  previous  question  which  was 
not  sustained. 

The  vote  was  then  taken  on  the  reference  of  tho  resolu- 
tions and  substitute  to  a  committee  of  five  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative.  m 

The  Speaker  appointed  as  committee,  Messrs.  Watson, 
Thompson.  Regan,  Liddell  and  Isom. 

The  following'message  was  received  from  the  Senate: 
Mr.  Speaker —       .  - 

The  Senate  have  passed  the  following  House  bills : 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Cooper  &  Kimball, 
State  Printers.. 

A  bill  entitled  ah  act  to  revise  and  amend  an  act  to  extend 
tho  tinie  for  the  collection  of  taxes  of  the  current  fiscal  year, 
approved  December  20bh,  1861,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Abill  entitled  an  act  to  enable  the  counties  of  Lowndes, 
Oktibbeha  and  Noxubee,  and  the  city  of  Columbes,  to  settle 
up  and  close  their  subscription  to  the  capital  stock  of  tho 
Mobile  <fc  Ohio  Railroad  Company. 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  to  better  provide  for  the  familes  of 
our  soldiers.  - 

Passed  with  amendment. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Governor  : 

Executive  Office, 


,f 


Columbus,  November  30th,  1S6 
Mr.  Speaker — 
His  Excellency  the  Governor,  did  on  the  28th  inst,  s 
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and  approve  the  following  House  bills  and  resolutions, 
entitled,  . 

An  act  to  remove  the  civil  and  legal  disabilities  of  Samuel 
B.  Jones,  of  Sunflower  county. 

An  act  to  incorporate,  the  Southern  College  of  Medicine 
and  Surgery. 

Joint  resolution-  setting  apart  Thursday,  the  10th  of 
December,  as  a  day  of  fasting,  hum  liation  and  prayer. 

Joint  resolution  granting  leave  of  absence  to  the  Hon. 
Tryaa  M.  Yancey,  of  Marshall  county. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Upshaw, 

The  bill  to  be  untitled  an  act  to  organize  the  army  of 
Mississippi  was  called  up  and  made  the  special  order  for  3 
o'clock  P.  M, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Isom, 

The  House  adjourned  until  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

THREE    O'CLOCK,*  P.    M. 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjo.urnni.ent. 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  whole  on 
the  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  organize  the  army  of  Missis- , 
sippi. 

Mr.  Seal  of  Harrison,  in  the  chair. 
After  sometime  spent  therein, 

The  committee  rose,   reported  the  bill  back  to  the  House, 
and  asked  leave  to  sit  again  to-morrow  morning  at  9  o'clock. 
The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 
The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Governor 
through  his  private  Secretary : 
Mr.  Speaker — 

I  am  instructed  by  the  Governor  to  deliver  to  you  his  mes- 
sage in  writing. 

1  Executive  Office,      l 

Columbus,  November  30th,  1863. 'j 
'     Gentlemen  of  the  Senate 

and  House  of  Representatives  : 
I  have  the  honor  to  communicate  to  you  the  following  tele- 
gram from  the  President  of  the  Confederate  States,  in  reply 
to  the  resolution  passed  by  you  : 

Richmond,  Ya.,  Nov.  28th. 
Gov.  Chas.  Clark,  Columbus,  Hiss- 

Your  telegram  of  yesterday  received,  Mine  to  you  of  the 
•18th  inst.,  explained  the  policy  and  instructions  of  the  Gov- 
ernment in  relation  to  negro  men  about' to  be  couscribed  by 
the  enemy  for  service  in  their  army..  The  action,  of  the 
Legislature,  which  you  communicated,  viewed  with  the  defer- 
ence,  which  I  feel  for  that  body,  leads  me  to  revoke' the 
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instructions  given,  and  as  we  concur  in  tho  object  to  be  at- 
tained, I  have  to  ask  that  such  action  be  taken  by  the  State 
Government,  as  will  better  secure  the  end  intended  by  tho 
instructions  I  had  given.    ■ 

JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 

I  respectfully  recommend  the  request  contained  in   it  to 
your  earnest  consideration.  CHAS.  CLARK. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Watson, 

The  Senate  amendment  to  House  bill  to  be  entiled  an  act 
better  to  provide  for  the  families  of  our  soldiers. 

Was  concurred  in. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rogers, 

The    House    adjourned   iintil    to-morrow   morning    at    9 
o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  Dec.  1,  1863. 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Sears. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

On'  motion  of  Mr.  Brown, 

The  regular  order  of  business  was  suspended  in  order  to 
allow  him  to  introduce  the  following  joint  resolution  : 

Resolved,    (the   Senato   concurring)    Tbat   one   thousand 

copies  of  the  act  better  to  provide  for  the  families  of  our 

•soldiers,  be  printed  in  pamphlet  form  as  soon  as  signed  by 

the  Governor  for  destribution  among  the  several  counties  of 

the  State. 

The  House  then  went  into  committee  of  the  Whole  on  an 
act  to  organize  the  army  of  Mississippi. 

Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison,  in  the  chair. 

After  sometime  spent  therein, 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  and  pending 
amendments,  be  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  five,  with 
instructions  &c. 

Report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

Tho  Speaker  appointed  as  said  committee, 

Messrs.  Regan,  Arnold,  Upshaw,  Eskridge  and  Ross. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Watson, 

The  regular  order  of  business  was  suspended. 

Mr.  Watson,  from  the  Judiciary  committee,. made  the   fol- 
lowing reports, 
Mr.  Speaker — 

.  The  Judiciary  committee  to  whom  the   Senate  bill  was 
referred  entitled  an  act  to  enable  the  Hi^h  Court  of  Errors 
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and  Appeals  of  this  State  to  prevent  injustice  to  suitors,  and 
to  correct'  some  of  the  evils  of  the  present  war,  have  had 
the  same  under  consideration,  and  do  report  in  favor  of  saicl^ 
hill  and  recommend  its  pase-age. 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  the  bill  read  the  third  time   and 
passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 
Mr.  Speaker — ■- 

Th§  committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom,  was  referred 
House  hill  entitled  a  bill  for  the  relief  of  Administrators, 
Guardians,  Trustees  &c,  in  certain  cases,  and  also  Senate 
bill  entitled  an  act  to  legalize  the  rernovalof  personal  prop- 
erty from  this  State  by  Guardians,  Executors,  Administrators 
and  other  Trustees,  under  certain  circumstances,  and  for 
other  purposes,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and 
have  instructed  me  to  report  the  same  back-  to  the  House, 
with  a  recommendation  that  the  Senate  bill  be  substituted 
for  that-  of  the  House  and.  passed. 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

The  Senate  bill  reported  as  a  substitute,  was  read  the  third 
time  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules  and  passed,  the  title 
standing  as  staged. 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Judiciary  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  peti- 
tion of  J.  S.  Terrel,  Sr.,  and  W.  A.  Trotter,  Executors  of  the 
last  will  and  testament  of  J.  S.  Terrel,' Jr.,  dee'd,  have  had  the 
samo  under  consideration,  and  have  instructed  me  to  report 
a  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  distributees  of  J.  S. 
Terrel,  Jr.,  dee'd,  with  a  recommendation  that  said  bill  do 
pass. 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  the  Judiciary  beg  leave  to  report  a  bill 
entitled  an  act  amendatory  of  article  6,  chapter  3,  page  292, 
of  the  Eevised  Code,  and  for  other  purposes,  and  recommend 
that  the  same  do  pass. 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  read  three  times  under  a  suspension   of 
the  rules  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  petition  of  E.  C.  Mosby,  of  Kemper  county,  asking  per- 
mission to  distil  eighty  gallons  of  whiskey  for  the  use  of  a 
sick  son,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  have 
instructed  me  to  report  the  same  back  to  the  House,  with  a 
request  that  they  be  discharged  from  the  further  considera- 
tion thereof. 
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The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred 
4he  message  of  the  Governor  on  the  subject  of  slave  impress- 
ments in  the  border  counties,  have  had  the  same  under  con- 
sideration, and  have  instructed  me  to  report  the  same  back 
to  the  House,  with  a  request  that  they  be  discharged  from 
the  farther  consideration  thereof.  The  action  already  taken 
upon  the  subject  by  this  Legislature,  together  with  the 
prompt  and  energetic  protest  of  Governor  Charles  Clark, 
has  had  the  desired  effect,  and  the  impressments  have  been 
discontinued.  Your  committee  is  of  opinion,  therefore,  that 
no  further  consideration  of  the  subject  is  needed. 

Which  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  the 
House  resolution  instructing  them  to  enquire  into  the  con- 
stitutionality of  allowing  soldiers  in  the  field,  whether  in  or 
out  of  the  State,  to  vote  in  all  State  or  county  elections,  and 
also  the  House  resolution  instructing  them  to  prepare  and 
report  to  the  House,  an  amendment  to  the  Constitution, 
authorizing  soldiers  from  this  State,  in  the  Confederate  or 
State  service,  who  are  qualified  electors,  to  vdte  in  all  State 
elections  wherever  they  may  be,  have  had  the  same  under 
consideration,  and  beg  leave  to  submit  the  following  report : 

The  elective  franchise,  being  conferred  and  regulated  by 
the  Constitution,  can  only  be  exercised  at  the  places  and  in 
the  manner  therein  prescribed.  The  1st  section  of  the  3d 
article  of  the  Constitution  of  the  State  is  as  follows  : 

"Every  free  white  .male  person  ofthe  age  of  twonty-oneyeara 
or  upwards,  who  shall  be  a  citizen  of  the  Confederate  States 
of  America,  and  shall  have  resided  m  this  State  one  year 
next  preceding  an  election,  and  the  last  four  months  within 
the  county,  city  Or  town  in  which  he  offers  to  vote,  shall  be 
deemed  a  qualified  elector.  And  such  qualified  elector,  who 
may  happen  to  be  in  any  county,  city  or  town  other  than 
that  of  his  residence  at  the  time  of  an  election,  or  who  shall 
have  removed  to  any  county,  city  or  town  within  five  months 
preceding .  the  election,  from  any  county,  city  or  town,  in 
which  he  would  have  been  a  qualified  elector,  had  he  not 
so  removed,  may  vote  for  any  State  or  district  officer  or 
member  of  Congress,  for  whom  he  could  have  voted  in  the 
county  of  his  residence,  or  the  county,  city  or  town  from 
which  he  may  have  so  removed." 

From  the;  Constitutional  provision,  it  is  most  manifest  that 
the  Legislature  has  no  power  to  authorize  an  election  to  be 
held  for  any  office,  whether  county,  district  or  State,  beyond 
the  limits  over  which  the  jurisdiction  of  such  officer  is  to 
extend. 
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A  qualified  elector  can  only  vote  for  a  county,  city  or  town 
officer,  when  he  is  within  the  county,  city  or  town  ;  for 
members  of  Congress,  State  Senators,  Circuit  Judges,  Dis- 
trict Attorneys,  when  he  is  within  the  district  for  which  the 
election  is  to  be  made,  and  for  Governor,  Attorney  General, 
Secretary  of  State,  Treasurer  and  Auditor  when  he  is  within 
the  State.  When  beyond  the  limits  of  the  the  State  there- 
fore, all  citizens,  as  the  Constitution  now  stands,  must  be 
denied  the  right  of  sufferage. 

In  obedience  to  the  instructions  given  the  committee  on 
that  subject,  they  have  prepared,  and  herewith  report  an 
amendment  to  the  Constitution,  which,  if  adopted,  will 
authorize  the  Legislature  to  provide  for  the  voting  of  quali- 
fied electors  of  the  State,  who  may  out  of  the  State,  be  in 
the  military  service  of  the  Confederate  States,  or  of  the  State 
at  the  tim.e  of  any  election,  to  wit : 

AMENDMENT   TO    THE    CONSTITUTION, 

All  soldiers,  wdio  may  be  in  th,e  army  of  this-  State,  or  in 
that  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  who  shall  be  absent  from 
this  State  at  the  time  of  holding  any  general  election  therein, 
if  qualified  electors  in  this  State,  shall  be  entitled  to  vote  for 
any  State  or  Confederate  officers  for  whom  they  could,  have 
voted  iu  the  county  of  their  residence.  The  mode  and  man- 
ner of  holding  the  polls  to  enable  them  to  vote  to  be  pre- 
scribed bylaw.     All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

The  Houses  then  proceeded,  to  the  consideration  of  the 
Senate  messages. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  compensate  soldiers  in 
the  State  service  in  certain  cases. 

Which  was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  lo  repeal  an  act  reducing 
the  salary  of  the  Probate  Judge  of  Rankin  county. 

The  bill  read  three  several  times  under  a  Suspension  of  the 
rules  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  supply  soldiers  of  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  either  in  the'  State  or  Confederate  ser- 
vice, with  shoes  and  clothing, 

Was  read  three  several  times,  the  rules  being  suspended, 
and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Senate'  bill  to  be  eutitled  an  act  to  amend  sec.  7,  of  the 
Revised  Code  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  so  far  as  the  same 
provides  compensation  for  the  State  printer,  and  for  other 
purposes.  , 

The  rules  were  suspended,  the  bill  read  the  third  time  and 
passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

The  committee  on  Enrolled  Rills  made  the  following 
report.: 
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Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  beg  leave  to  report  that 
they  have  examined  the  following  enrolled  bills,  found  the 
same  correctly  enrolled  and  have  presented  them  to  his 
Excellency  the' Governor  for  his  signature,  to  wit: 

An  act  entitled  an  act  to  revive  and  amend  an  act  to  ex- 
tend the  time  for  the  collection  of  the  taxes  of  the  current 
fiscal  year,  approved  December '20th,  1861,  and 'for  other 
purposes. 

An  act  entitled  an  act  to  i*epeal  the  fifth  section  of  an  act 
entitled  an  act  to  reduce  the  taxes  of  Green  couoty,  approved  , 
December  5th,  1861. 

An  act  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  George  R.  Fall. 

An  aet  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Cooper  &  Kimball, 
State  printers. 

Ar  act  entitled  an  act  to  enable  the  counties  of  Lowndes, 
Oktibbeha  and  .Noxubee  and  the  city  of  Columbus,  to  settle 
up  and  close  their  subscription  to  the  capital  stock  of  the 
Mobile  and  Ohio  Eailroad  Company. 

The   following  message  was   received  from'  the    Senate 
through  their- Secretary,  Mr.  Porter. 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  adhere  to  their  amendment- to  House  substitute 
to  Senate  resolution  interacting  our  Senators,  and  requesting 
our  Representatives  in  the  Confederate  Cougr'ess  to  pass  a 
law,  making  Confederate  notes  a  legal  tender,  aad  ask  a  com- 
mittee of  conference  thereon. 

Messrs.  Simonton,  Wilson  and  Oliver,  have  been  appointed 
as  said  committee  of  conference  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  have  concurred  in  House  resolution  inviting 
the  Hon.  R.  W.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  to  address  the  Legisla- 
ture, &c. 

.  And  have  concurred  in  House  amendment  to  Senate  resolu- 
tion entitled  a  resolution  for  the  relief  of  certain  counties, 

Also,  have  concurred  in  House  amendment  to  Senate  bill 
entitled  an  act  to  pay  Clerks,  Inspectors  and  returning  officers 
of  elections' of  Hancock  county,  and  to  increase  the  per  diem 
of  the  members  of  the  Board  of  Police. 

The  Senate  refuses  to  concur  in  the  House  substitute  for 
Senate  bill  entitled  an  act  to  punish  the  offense  of  harboring 
or  concealing  deserters  from  the  Confederate  and  State  ser- 
vice, and  for  other  purposes. 

The  Seriate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following  titles  :■ 

An  act  to  enable  the  Railroad  Companies  of  this  State  to 
pay  the  monies  borrowed  by  them. 

•  An  act  to  authorize  the  Treasurer  to  use  the  three  per 
cent  fuuds  in  payment  of  current,  expenses  of  the  State. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  Harris  and  James  L.  Burks 
of  Scott  county. 
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Have  also  passed  the  following  House  bills  : 

An  act  to  remove  the  civil  disabilities  of  Henry  B.  Luckett, 
a  minoi\ 

An  act  to  remove  the  civil  disabilities  of  James  H.  Mat- 
thews, a  minor  of  Marshall  county. 

An  'act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  appropriate  fines, 
forfeitures^ licenses  and  runaway  slaves  in  the  county  of  Jones, 
approved  December  4th,  1861. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  C.  Nickle.  Tax  Assessor 
of  Panola  county. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  char- 
ter of  the  city  of  Jackson,  approved  August  6,  1861,  and  an 
act  entitled  an  act  supplementaHo  an  act  to  amend  tile  charter 
of  the  city  of  Jackson,  approved  August  6,  1861. 

An  act  to  remove  the  civil  disabilities  of  Anthony  D.  Gor- 
don, a  miuor  of  Lauderdale  county,  so  far  as  to  render  him 
legally  qualified  to  make  a  last  will  and  testament.    . 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  A.  McNiel. 

An  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  reduce  the  taxes 
of  Hancock  county,  and  for  other  purposes,  approved  Decem- 
ber 16,   1861. 

A  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  Lunatic  Asylum. 

Oh  motion  of  Mr.  Isom, 

The  House  adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

THREE    O'CLOCK,   P.   M.      . 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Irby  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by  which  the 
House  this  morning  passed  the  bill  entitled  an  act  to  amend 
sec.  V,  Revised  Code  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  so  far  as  the 
same  provides  compensation  for  the  State  Printer,  and  for 
other  purposes, 

Which  Avas  adopted- 
•    The  House  then   reconsidered  the  vote  by  which  said  bill 
was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  Falconer  offered  the  following  amendment: 

Insert  in  title  after  "section  7,"  the  words  "chapter  6," 

Which  was  adopted. 

•Mr.  Rogers  moved  the  inference  of  tire  bill  to  the  commit- 
tee on  Printing, 

Which  was  lost. 

Mr.  Isom  moved  its  reference  to  a  select  committee  of 
five, 

Which  was  lost. 

Mr.  Minter  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  after  the  words' 
"documents"  the  words  "in  a  public  newspaper,"     / 

Which  was  Jost. 
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Mr'.  Falconer  moved  that  the  rules  be  suspended  and  the 
hill  read  the  third  time, 

Which  was  lost. 
'    The  House  then  resumed  the  consideration   of  the  Senate 
messages. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  an   act  for  the  relief   of  D.    H. 
Maury, 
.    Was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

M*.  Seal,  of  Harrison,  moved  that  the  bill  be  referred  to 
the  Judiciary  committee,  < 

Which  was  lost. 

Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison,  offered  the  following  amendment: 

Sec.  — .  JBe  it  further  enacted,  That  hereafter  the  person 
whose  slave  is  executed  shall  receive  pay  whether  that  per- 
son be  a  citizen  of  this  State  or  not,  which, 

On  motion, 

Was  laid  on  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison, 

The  bill  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  the  removal  of 
the  records,  books  and  papers  belonging  to  any  Court  of 
Record,  and  for  other  purposes, 

Was  read  twice  under  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  Claims. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled,  an  act  to  amend  an  act  to  procure 
salt  for  the  indigent  families  of  our  soldiers,  and  for  other 
purposes,  approved  January  1,  ]863, 

Was  react  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

On  motion, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  WThole  on 
said  bill, 

Mr.  Bradford  in  the  chair. 

After  some  time  spent  therein, 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  House 
with  the  recommendation  that  it  do  pass. 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  and  passed,  with  title  standing  as  stated. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lewers, 

Mr.  Eskridge  was  added  to  the*committee  on  the  Judiciary. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Governor : 

Executive   Office,      } 
Columbus,  Dec.  1,   1863.  f 
Mr.  Speaker — 

His  Excellency,  the  Governor,  has  this  day  signed  and  ap- 
proved the  following  House  bills  entitled : 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Messrs.  Cooper  &.  Kimball,  State 
Printers.  • 
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An  act  to  enable  the  counties  of  Lowndes,  Oktibbeha  and 
Noxubee,  and  the  city  of  Columbus  to  settle  up  and  close 
their  subscription  to  the  capital  stock  of  the  Mobile  and  Ohio 
Railroad  Company. 

An  act  for  the  relief  "of  George  R.  Eall. 

An  act  to  repeal  section  5  of  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  re- 
duce the  county  taxes  of  Greene'county,  approved  December 
5,  1861. 

An  act  to  revise  and  amend  an  act  to  extend  the  time  for 
,the  collection  of  the  taxes  of  the  current  fiscal  year,  approved 
Dec.  20th,  1861,  and  for  other  purposes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fox, 

The  House  adjourned  until  9    o'clock  to-morroAV  morning. 


WEDNESDAY,  Dec.  2,  1863. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

On  a  call  of  the  roll  a  quorum  appeared. 

Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

The  special   committi'e  on.  the  military  bill  were   granted 
leave  to  sit  during  the  sessions  of  the  House. 
.  Call  of  counties. 

Mr.  Upshaw  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  enable  the  Police  Court  of  Monroe  county  to  levy 
a  tax  for  the  support  of  the  dependents  of  soldiers,  &c.,from 
said  county, 

Was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules 
and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  Wells  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  further  to  provide  for  soldiers'  and  other  families  in 
the  county  of  Attala, 

Which  was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  Bestor  introduced  a  bill  to  entitled 

An  act  to  incorporate  the  Meridian  Manufacturing  Com- 
pany, _ 

"Which  was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  Bestor  presented  a  letter  from  L.  A.  Kidd,  of  'Clark 
county,  which  was  referred,  without  reading  to  the  committee 
on  Propositions  and  Grievances.  .  , 

Mr.  Rucks  presented  a  claim  of  the  Mississippi  Lunatic 
Asylum,  &c, 

Which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  Claims. 
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Mr.  Murdock  presented  a  claim  of  E.  C.  Eggleston,  Sheriff 
of  Lowndes  county, 

Which  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  Claims.    . 

Mr.  Watson,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  repeal  articles  55  and  56  of  section  10,  of  chapter 
35  of  Revised  Code,  which  mates  void  devises  and  bequests 
for  religious  or  charitable  purposes, 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  committee. 

Mr.  Fort,  by  letfve,  introduced  a  joint  resolution  of  thanks 
to  the  soldiers  of  Mississippi,  &c, 

Which  was  read  once. 

Mr.  Falconer  offered  the  following  amendment : 

Resolved  further,  That  the  State  pledges  herself  to  her  sol- 
diers that  those  dear  ones  they  have  left  behind  them  shall 
not  want  whilst  Mississippi  has  it  in  her  power  to  assist  them'/ 

Which  was  adopted. 

The  rules  were  then  suspended  and  the  resolution  adopted. 

Mr.  McElroy  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  appoint  general  administrators  for  Lauderdale 
and  Newton  counties, 

Was*  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
referred  to  the  Judiciary,  committee.  « 

Mr.  McElroyintroduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the,  Probate  Clerk  of  Newton 
county, 

Which  was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated.    • 

Mr.  Carroll  called  up  from  the  orders  of  the  day  a  joint 
resolution  for  the  benefit  of  the  families  of  our  soldiers. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolu- 
tion, and  decided  in  the  negative  by  yeas  and  nays  called  for 
by  Messrs.  Carroll,  Prewitt  and  Evans. 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Barton,  Brown,  Clark,  Cun- 
ningham, Carroll,  Dajiiel,  Dillard,  Evans,  Fox,  Gulley,  Grace, 
Go  wan,  Harris,  Hendon,  Irby,  Jackson,  Lowry,  Lewers, 
Marable,  Maxwell,  McElroy,  Pounds,  Prewitt,  Seal  'of  Han- 
cock, Shelley,  Sutton,  Stubbs  of  Smith,  Stephens  and  Yan- 
dell— 30, 

Nays — Messrs.  Allen,  Bradford,  Bestor,  Boon,  Barn^tt, 
Deason  of  Copiah,  Fowler,  Foxworth,  Falconer,  Fort,  Gray, 
High,  Isom,  Johnson  of  Wilkinson,  Johnson  of  Tippah, 
Minter,  Morehead,  Murdock,  McLemore,  McKay  of  Green, 
McKay  of  Neshoba,  McLaurin,  McNiel,  Owen,  Piuson, 
Rucks,  Rogers,  Robinson,  Staples,  Seal  of  Harrison,  Thomp- 
son, Wier  and  Watson — 32. 

The  resolution  was  lost. 

Mr.  Lowry,  by  leave,  introduced  a  joint  resolution : 


Hesolved,  (the  Senate  concurring,)  That  the  Confederate 
"States  Senators  from  the  State  of  Mississippi  be  instructed, 
and  the  Representatives  iu  Congress  from  this  State  be  re- 
quested, to  use  their  best  endeavors  to  have  removed  all  com-  / 
missaries,  paymasters,  quartermasters  and  commandants  of/ 
pos,ts,  and .  their  subalterns,  railroad  conductors,  baggage- 
masters,  express  agents,  s-tation  agents,  division  and  section 
masters,  that  are  able-bodied  men  under  the  age  of  forty-five 
years,  to  be  placed  into  the  army  in  the  field,  and  their  places 
filled  with  disabled  soldiers,  or  men  over  the  age  of  forty-five 
years. 

Which  was  read  once. 

Mr.  Gray  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An'act  to  authorize  the  members  of  the  Police  Court  in 
Wayne  county  to  discharge  the  duties  of  School  Commission- 
ers, and  for  other  purposes, 

Which  was  read  three  several  times,  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

'Mr.  Johnson,  of  Wilkinson,  by  leave,  introduced  a  joint 
resolution  in  relation  to  the  publication  of  the  several  acts  re- 
moving civil  disabilities, 

Which  was  read  twice  and  adopted,  the  rules  being  sus- 
pended. 

Mr.  Grace  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  Probate  Judge  of  Lau- 
derdale county, 

Which  was   read  twice  under  a   suspension    of  the  rules. 

Mr.  Stephens,  by  leave,  introduced  a  joint  resolution  in  re- 
lation to  mothers,  wives  and  sisters  of  our  soldiers, 

Which  was  read  once. 

The  rules  being  suspended,  the  resolution  was  read  the 
second  time  and  adopted. 

Mr.  Powe,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Police  of  Jasper  county 
to  correct  the  levy  of  the  poor  tax  of  said  county, 

Was  read  three  several  thrums  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  and  passed,-  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

The  following  message' was  received  from  the  Senate: 
Mr.  Speaker —  • 

The  Senate  have  passed  the  following  bills  and  resolutions: 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  law  relative  to  sueing 
out  the  writ  of  Jiabeas  corpus* 

Resolution  to  reply  to  the  circular  of  Hon.  Hugh  W.  Shef- 
fey  and  others. 

Have  also  adopted  the  following  House  bills  : 

A  House  bill  entitled  an  act  to  amend  chapter  32    of  the 
Revised  Code  so  far  as  the  same  provides  for  the  registration 
and  sale  of  estravs. 
H— 17 


A  House  bill  entitled  an  act  to  encourage  the  manufacture 
of  cotton  and  wool  cards  in  this  State. 

A  House  bill  entitled  an  act  to  provide  for  the  redemption 
of  lands  sold  for  taxes,  at  the  office  of  the  Auditor  of  Public 
Accounts. 

Mr.  Thompson,  from  the  committee  of  Ways  and  Means, 
made  the  following. reports; 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  -whom  was  referred 
a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  citizens  of  DeSoto 
county  whose  lands  have  been  illegally  sold  for  taxes  for  the 
year  1862,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration  and  have 
instructed  me  to  report  that  in  their  judgment  there  is  no  ne- 
cessity for  the  passage  of  the  law,  as  the  existing  laws  furnish 
ample  remedies  fpr  all  the  grievances  complained  of,  and; 
therefore  they  recommend  that  the  bill  do  not  pass. 

Report  received  and  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  referred 
copies  of  the  various  fees  allowed  to  Sheriffs  and  to  Clerks  of 
the  Circuit  and  Probate  Courts  and  the  Chancery  Court,  have 
had  the  same  under  consideration  and  have  instructed  me  to 
report  that  inasmuch  as  they  do  not  think  any  change  should 
,  be  made  in  their  fee  bills,  to  report  no  bill  on  that  subject  and 
to  ask  that  the  committee  be  discharged  from  the  further  con- 
sideration of  the  same. 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  referred 
a  resolution  of  this  House  instructing  them  to  bring  in  a  bill 
fixing  a  schedule  of  prices  on  all  freights  carried  on  the  Rail- 
roads in  this  State  and  also  fix  the  prices  for  passengers,  have 
instructed  me  to  report  the  same  back  to  this  House  with  a 
recommendation  that  the  same  be  referred  to  the  Judiciary 
committee  to  whom  has  been  referred  the  Governor's  message 
relating  to  this  subject.  # 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to,  and  the  subject  re- 
ferred to  the  Judiciary  committee. 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  referred 
Senate  bill  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  and  require  the  Gov- 
ernor to  cause  to  be  prepared  and  printed  a  sutlicient  amount 
of  bonds  bearing  eight  per  cent,  interest  for  the  purpose  of 
calling  in  and  taking'  up  the  treasury  notes  issued  by  law  for 
military  defense  of  this  State,  have  had  the  same  under  con- 
sideration and  recommend  the  same  do  pass. 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed,  the  title  stand- 
ing as  stated. 
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Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  report  of  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,  have  instructed 
me,  in  response  to  a  recommendation  in  said  report  in  relation 
to  salaries  of  Clerks,  &c,   to  report  a  bill  entitled  an  act  to 
fix,  the  salary  of  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  and  other 
officers,  and  to  recommend  that  the  same  do  pass. 
The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 
The  bill  reported  by  the  committee  was  read  twice  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rules. 
On  motion, 

The  rules  were  suspended  and  the  bill  read  the  third  time. 
The  yeas   and   nays   were    called  for  by  Messrs.  Bradford, 
Rucks  and  Brown  on  the  passage  of  the  bill : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Allen,' Bestor,  Boon,  Barnett, 
'Cunningham,  Deason  of  Copiah,  Daniel,  Dillard,  Evans,  Fal- 
coner, Fort,  Gully,  Gray,  High,  Isom,  Johnson  of  Wilkinson, 
Johnson  of  T  ppafa,  Morehead,  Maxwell,  Murdock,  McLemore, 
McLaurin,  MeElroy,  McNeil,  Owen,  Pounds,  Powe,  Pinson, 
Prewitt,  Robinson,  Seal  of  Harrison,  Sutton,  Thompson, 
Watson  and  Yandell — 36. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bradford,  Barton,  Brown,  Clark,  Carroll, 
Fowler,  Fox,  Gowan,  Harris,  Hendon,  Irby,  Jackson,  Lett, 
Lowry,  Minter,  Moore,  Marable,  McKay  of  Neshoba,  Rucks, 
Rogers,  Staples,  Seal  of  Hancock,  Shelley,  Stubbs  of  Smith, 
Stephens,  Wells  and  Wier — 27. 

The  bill  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  report  of  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  in  relation  to 
the  revenues  of  the  State,  have  instructed  me  to  report  a  bill 
•entitled  an  act  amendatory  of  the  revenue  laws  of  this  State 
and  to  recommend  that  the  same  do  pass. 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to.  '   ' 

The  bill  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Isom, 

The  bill  was  laid  on  the  table,   200   copies  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  made  the  special   order  for  three  o'clock,  P.  M. 
on  Friday  next  in  committee  of  the  Whole. 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  referred 
the  report  of  the  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,  have  had  the 
same  under  consideration,  and  in  response  to  that  portion  of 
said  report  which  urges  upon  the  Legislature  the  necessity  of 
of  some  alteration  in  the  present  law  for  enforcing  the  collec- 
tion of  taxes  on  delinquent  lands,,  have  instructed  me  to  .re- 
port a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  secure  the  collection  of 
taxes  on  delinquent  lands  and  for  other  purposes,  and  to 
recommend  that  the  same  do  pass* 
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^Received  and  agfreedto. 

The  bill  was  road  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thompson, 

The  hill  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed,  the  title  stand- 
ing :ts  stated. 

Mr.   Fox,   from  the  committee  on    the   Institution   for  the 
Blind,  made  the  following  report: 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  joint  standing  committee  on  the' institution  for  the 
Blind  direct  me  to  report  that'  in  consequence  of  the  Legis- 
lature not  being  held  at  Jackson,  the  committee  have  been 
unable  to  visit  the  institution  for  the  Blind,  and  to  present 
to  the  Legislature  their  own  observations  of  its  condition. 
The  regret  arising  from  this  circumstance  is  very  much  les- 
sened by  the  fall  and  accurate  reports  submitted  to  |he 
committee  by  the  Superintendent  and  by  the  Board  of  Triis- 
'  tees,  which  reports  are  herewith  submitted  to  the  Legislature 
as  containing  a  minute  and  satisfactory  statement  of  affairs, 
showing  gre it.  ability  and  earnestness  on  the  part  of  the 
Superintendent,  and  faithful  and  competent  guardianship  by 
the  Board  of  Trustees. 

•  The  financial  condition 'of  the  institution  merits  the  ap- 
proval of  the  committee.  Notwithstanding  the  diminished 
value  of  the  currency-  and  the  largely  increased  price  of  all 
commodities,  besides  some  extraordinary  expenses  to  which 
the  committee  will  hereafter  refer.  It  nppers  that  by  strict 
economy  the  expenses  of  the  institution  have  kept  within 
■the  income,  and  this,  too,  without  in  any  great  degree  im- 
pairing the  usefulness  of  the  institution  or  lessening  the 
number  of  pupils. to  whom  the  State  has  extended  the  kindly 
hand -of  protecting  and  parental  care.  At  the  date  of  the 
last  biennial  report  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  there  was  a 
cash  balance  on  hand  of  &2,882  27.  At  the  date  of  the 
present  report  the  cash  balance  on  hand  is  $2,50(>  20,  shoe- 
ing a  very  slight  reduction  in  amount. 

It  appears  from  the  reports  laid  before  the  committee  that 
since  the  last  biennial  report  made  to  the»Legislature,  the 
institution  was  broken  up  at  Jackson,  and  the  pupils  had  to 
be  removed  temporarily  to  a  new  asylum.  This  new  home 
they  were  enabled  to  find  at  Monticello,  in  Lawrence  county# 
where  they  are  at  present  situated.  The  committee  regret, 
the  necessity  of  their  removal,  and  still  more  regret  the 
cause  which  induced  it.  It  appears  from  the  reports  laid 
before  the  committee,  as  well  as  from  facts  known  to  several 
members  of  the  committee,  that  in  the  month  of  May,  1802, 
the  Confederate  authorities  at  Jackson  impressed  the  asylum 
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at  Jackson,  and  many  of  the  articles  of  furniture  belonging 
to  it,  for  a  Hospital,  and  under  orders  received,  the  Super- 
intendent and  pupils  were  compelled  to  remove  or  else  enter 
into  a  conflict  with  the  military  authorities  who  issued  the 
orders.  They  adopted  the  first  alternative  and  did  remove, 
with  many  regrets  at  being  compelled  to  leave  their  home 
in  so  summary  a  manner.  This  seizure  and  impressment 
Was  entirely  arbitrary,  and  without  warrant  of  law,  and  the 
committee  feel  bound  to  protest,  x  in  the  name  of  the  State, 
against  such  an  illegal  exercise  of  power.  The  consequence 
of  breaking  up  the  asylum  at  Jackson,  and  tin-;  necessity  of 
seeking  a  new  home  elsewhere,  has  been  a  considerable  in- 
crease in  the  expenses  of  the  institution,  with  diminished 
comforts  and  conveniences  on  the  part  of  the  unfortunate 
blind,  the  recipients  of  ttie  donations  of  the  State. 

The  Confederate  States  have  paid  ibr  tJje  use  of  the  build- 
ings of  the  institute  at  Jackson  the  sum  of  SU<83  38.     But 
as  yet  no  payment  has  been  made  for  the  articles  of  per- 
sonal property  which  were  seized,  although  the  Tfusn^s  ex- 
press the  belief,  that  the  amount  claimed  for  them  yril'I  be 
ultimately   paid.     The    building   at   Jackson   was    injured 
during  the  bombardment  of  that  place  by  being  struck  with 
shot  and  shell.     But  the  injuries  so  sustained  were  not  of  it. 
very  serious  character,  and  as  the   Confederate  authori  de- 
have  abandoned  the  use- of  it  as  a  hospital,  the  Trustees  h 
their  report  announce  their  intention  to  remove  the  pupils 
back  to  Jackson,  to  refit  the  asylum,  and  te>  remain  there 
permanently  in  the  future.     The  committee  respectfully  ap- 
prove their  purpose  as  they  believe  the' pecuniary  interests 
of  the  State  will  be  promoted  by  the  protection  which  the 
occupancy  of  the  building  will  afford  to  it,  while  the  com- 
forts of  the  pupils  and  the  usefulness  of  the  institution  will 
be  considerably  increased.     The  Board  of  Trustees  ask  a 
special  appropriation  of  $2.u00  to  repair  and  put  in  proper 
order  the  buildings  and  grounds  of  the  institution,  to  pro- 
cure the  necessary  articles  of  furniture  &c,  in  lieu  of  those 
which  were  t.akcn,  and  to  defray  the  expenses  of  removal. 
In  view  of  the  greatly  enhanced  price  of  everything,  the 
committee  think  the  amount  asked  for  is  very  reasonable,; 
and   they   recoinm'eud  its   appropriation.      The   Board   of 
Trustees  also  ask'that  the  annual  appropriation  of  $6,000 
be  increased  to  $8,000.     The  committee  are  of  opinion  that 
the  increase  should  be  made,  and  believe  that  the  sum  will 
not  be  more  than  adequate  to  the  wants  of  the  school,  and 
they  accordingly  recommend  it.     In  .view  of  the  interesting 
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facts  contained  in  the  reports  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  and 
of  the  Superintendent,  the  committee  recommend  that  fivo 
hundred  copies  of  each  be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  Legis- 
lature. The  committee  have  prepared  the  appropriate  bills 
necessary  to  carry  out  the  views  expressed  by  them,  and 
recommend  that  the  same  do  pass.  In  conclusion  the  com- 
mittee beg  leave  to  express  the  conviction  that  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Mississippi  will  not  permit  the  desolating  war  Avhich 
surrounds  the  State  to  lessen  their  sympathy  for  the  interest- 
ing, but  unfortunate  class,  whose  dreary  and  melancholly 
life,  enlightened  and  christian  philanthropy  in  Europe  and 
America,  has  assayed,  and  not  in  vain,  to  render  hope- 
ful and  happy,  by  cultivating  the  intellect  and  opening  to 
their  view  the  beauties  of  science  and  literature,  while  they 
were  shut  out  from  enjoying  the  beauties  and  grandure  of 
the  natural  world,  the  principal  inheritance  of  their  more 
fortunate  brothers,  all  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

Which  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Falconer, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Seal  of  Harrison  in  the  Chair. 

After  some  time  spent  therein, 

The  committee  rose  and  recommended  its  passage. 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time  and  passed,  the  title 
standing  as  stated. 

The  joint  resolution  reported  by  said  committe  recommend- 
ing that  500  copies  of  report  of  Trustees  of  institution  for 
the  blirid  be  printed,  L 

Was  read  once. 

The  Speaker  presented  a  report  from  the  State  Treasurer 
in  reply  to  a  resolution  of  this  House  asking  for  information, 

'Which  was  read. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thompson, 

The  report  was  laid  on  the  table,  and  200  copies  ordered  to 
be  printed. 

Maw  Rucks  from  the  commistee  on  the  Penitentiary  made 
the  following  report : 
Mr,  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  the  Penitentiary  to  whom  was  referred 
the  Senate  bill  entitled  an  act  relative  to  the  establishment  of 
a  temporary  Penitentiary,  have  had  the  same  under  considera- 
tion, and  have  instructed  me  to  report  in  favor  of  said  bill 
and  to  recommend  its  passage,  as  being  the  best  course  that 
can  be  adopted  under  the  circumstances. 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Rucks, 

The  house  resolved  itself  into  a  committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr..Bestor  in  the  chair. 

After  some  time  spent  therein,    " 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  House 
with  the  recommendation  that  it  do  pass. 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  Watson  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by  which 
the  House  passed  this  morning  a  bi'l  to  be  entitled  an  act  to 
secure  the  collection  of  taxes  on  delinquent  lands,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

Mr.  Weils  from  the  committee  on  Propositions  and  Griev- 
>  ances  made  the  following  report : 
31r.  Speaker — 

The  standing  committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances  to 
whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  W.  S.  McKee,  Sheriff  and 
Tax  Collector  of  Lafayette  county,  asking  for  further  time  to 
#make  his  final  settlemc  nt,  have  had  the  same  under  considera- 
tion, and  have  instructed  me  to  report  that  a  general  bill  has 
already  passed  this  House  on  this  subject,  they  therefore  ask 
to  be  discharged  from  the  further  consideration  of  this  sub- 
ject. 

The  report  Avas  received  and  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  standing  committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances  to 
whom  was  referred  an  act  to  be  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief 
of  J.  D.  W.  Duckworth,  Sheriff  and  Tax  Collector  of  Smith 
county,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  have 
instructed  me  to  report  said  bill  back  to  the  House  with  the 
accompanying  amendments,  and  recommend  that  the  bill  as 
amended  by  the  committee  do  pass. 

Amend  1st  section  by  striking  out  $990,  and  inserting  in 
lieu  thereof,  $1190  28. 

Amend  sec.  2,  by  adding,  provided  that  the  said  Duck- 
worth shall  not  be  entitled  to  receive  commission  on  the 
amount  of  3830.  # 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

The  amendments  were  adopted, 

•The  bill  read  the  third  time  and  passed,  the  title  standing 
as  stated. 

Mr.  Upshaw  from  the  committee  on  military  Affairs  made 
the  following  report : 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  military  Affairs  to  whom  was  referred 
a,  bill  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Mississippi  State 
troops  captured  and  paroled  at  Vicksburg,  have  had  the 
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same  u  der  consideration  and  have  instructed   me  to  recom- 
mend that  it  do  pass. 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  the  bill  read  the  third  time  and 
passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated.  " 

The  committee  on  Enrolled  Bids,  through  Mr.  Irby,  made 
the  following  report : 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  beg  leave  to  report  that 
they  have  examined  the  following  enrol'ed  bills,  found  the 
same  correctly  enrolled,  and  have' submitted  them  to  his 
Excellency  the  Governor,  fjr  his  approval  and  signature 
to  wit : 

An  act  entitled  an  act  to  better  provide  for  the  families  of 
our  soldiers. 

An  act  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  William  C.  Nk 
Tax  Assessor  of  Panola  county. 
'    An  act  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  John  A.  McNeil; 

An. act  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to 
appropriate  fines,  forfeitures,  licences  and  runaway  slaves. 
in  the  county  of  Jones,  approved  Dt  comber  4th,  1861. 

An  act  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to 
amend  the  charter  of  the  City  of  Jackson,  approved  August 
6th,  1861,  and  an  act  entitled  an  act  supplemental  to  an  act 
to  amend  the  charter  of  tlio  City  of  Jackson,  approved 
August  ,6th;  1861. 

An  act  entitled  an  net  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  an  act  to 
reduce  the  taxes  of  Hancock  county,  and  fir  o;hcr  pur- 
poses, approved  December  16th,  1861. 

An  act  entitled  an  act  to  remove  the  civil  disabilities  of 
Anthony  B\  Gordon,  a  min^r  of  Laud  rdale  county,  so  far 
as  to  render  him  legally  qualified  to  make  a  last  will  and 
testament.  ■ 

An  acr  entitled  an  act  to  remove  the  civil  disabilities  of 
Henry  B,  Luckett,  a  minor. 

An  act  entitled  an  act  to  remove  the  civil  disabilities  of 
James  II.  Matthews,  a  minor  of  Marshall  coun;y: 

'An 'act   entitled  an   act   for   the    relief  of  the    Lunatic 
Asylum. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison, 

The  House  adjourned  until  3  o'clock,  P.  M. '     .    ■ 

THREE    O'CLOCK,    P.    M. 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
On  a  call  of  the  roll  no  quorum  appeared. 
.  On  motion  a  call  of  the  House  wis  ordered 
The  Sergeant-at-arms  was  ir.-trucied  to  bring  in  the  abseni 
members. 
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The  doorkeeper  to  close  the  doors. 

Several  gentlemen  wore  brongho  iu  and  excused. 

The  c:ill  was  suspended. 

Mr.  High  asked  leave  to  make  a  report  from  the  com- 
mittee on  County  Boundaries 

Which  was  referred. 

The  House,  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  Senate 
messages 

The  House  refused  to  concur  in  the  Senate  amendment  to 
House  bill  entit'ed  an  act  to'piocure  cotton  and  wool  cards 
for  the  indigent  families  of  soldiers  and  the  citizens  or  this 
Sta!e,  and  for  other  purposes. 

The  House  refused  to  concur  in  the  Senate  amendment  to 
the  House  bil1  t®  encourage  the  manufacture  of  cotton  and 
wool  cards  in  this  State. 

The  House  concurred  in  Senate  amendments  to  House  bill 
to  be  entitled  an  act  to  provide  for  the  redemptr  n  of  lands 
sold  to  the  State  for  taxes  at  the  office  of  the  Auditor  of 
Public  Accounts,  said  amendments  being  to  the  third,and  re- 
fused to  concur  in  the  amendment  to  the  4th  section. 

The  House  concurred  in  Senate  joint  resolution  appoint- 
ing a  select  committee  to  prepare  a  reply  to  Hon.  Hugh  W. 
Sheffey  and  others.' 

The  blank. was  'ded  with  five  and  the  Speaker  appointed 
as  a  committee  on  {he  part  of  tie  House  Messrs.  Yandell, 
Watson,  Bamett,  Thompson  and  Bradford. 

'  Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  law  relative 
to  sueing  out  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  was  read  twice  under 
a  suspension -of  the  rules  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  com- 
mittee. 

The  Speaker  appointed  as  a  committee  of  Confidence  on 
the  part  of  the  House,  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of  ihe  two 
Houses  in  relation  to  joint  resolution  in  reference  to  instruc- 
tion to  our  Senators,  and  request  to  our  Representatives  to 
pass  a  law  making  Cunfederaie  no  es  a  legal  tender,  Messrs. 
'rhompson,  Bucks,  Murclock,  Johnson  of  Wilkinson  and 
Irby. 

The  House  concurred  in  the  Senate  amendment  substitu- 
ting a  new  bill  for  House  bill  emitted  an  act  to  require  the 
destruction  of  certain  bonds,  Treasury  and  cotton  notes  in 
the  Treasury,  entitled  an  act  to  provide  for  the  destruction 
of  certain  bonds  and  Treasury  notes  in  the  Auditor's  and 
Treasurer's  offices  and  for  the  registering  and  destruction  of 
cotton  notes,  0 

The  bill  was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules, and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

The  House  insisted  on  ins  amendment  to  th»  Senate  bill 
to  be  enticed  an  act  to  punish  the  offence  of  harboring  or 
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concealing  deserters  from  the  Confederate  and  State  service, 
and  for  other1  purp  >ses. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas 
Harris  and  James  L.  Burks,  of  Scott  county. 

The  bill  was  then  read  three  times  undc  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  the  Treasurer 
to  use  the  three  per  cent,  fund  in  payment  of  the  eurreot 
expenses  of  the  State. 

Was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  orders  of  the  day,  and 
laid  on  the  table  a  resolution  in  relation  to  making  Confed- 
erate notes  a  legal  tender,  also  laid  on  the  table  a  resolution 
in  relation  to  adjournment. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  enable  the  Railroad 
Companies  of  this  State  to  pay  the  monies  borrowed  by 
them. 

Was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules  and 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  committee. 

A  House  bill  ent  tied  an  act  to  pay  clerks,  inspectors  and  re- 
turning officers  of  elections,  and  to  increase  the  per  diem  of 
members  of  the  Board  of  Police  of  Hancock  county. 

Was  laid  on  the  table. 

House  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  for  ,the  relief  of  the 
devisees  and  legatees  of  John  T.  Fortsm, 

Was  taken  up  and  referred  to  the  Judiciary  committee 

A  letter  was  read  from  the  Hon.  R.  W.  Walker  declining 
the  invitation  to  address  the  Legislature  on  account  of  the 
state  of  his  health  and  the  press  of  official  duties. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  amend  sec.  7,  Revised 
Code  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  so  far  as  the  same  provides 
compensation  for  the  State  printer,  and  for  other  purposes, 
was -taken  fom  the  calendar  and, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Gowan, 

Referred  to  a  select  committee  of  five. 

The  Speaker  appointed  as  said  committee,  Messrs. 
Gowan,  Minter,  Seal  of  HarrisOn,  Powe  and  Murehead. 

INTRODUCTION    OF    BILLS. 

By  Mr.  Maxwell, 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  M.  D.  Haynes 
Treasurer  of  this  State. 

Was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  of  the  Whole. % 

Mr.  Bradford  in  the  chair. 

After  sometime  spent  therein, 

•The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  back  to  the 
House,  with  the  recommendation  that  the  bill  be  Referred  to 
the  Committee  on  Claims. 
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The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to.  / 

The  bill  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  Lewers  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  for  the 
relief  of  soldiers  in  service  cf  this  State  or  Confederate 
States,   ' 

Was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  Fowler  moved  to  lay  the  bill  on  the  table. 

Which  was  lost. 

The  bill  was  then  referred  to  the  Judiciary  committee. 

Mr.  Murdock  withdrew  his  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote 
by  which,  on  the  21th  ult.,  the  House  passed  a  bjll  to 
incorporate  the  Alabama  and  Mississippi  rivers  Railroad 
Company. 

Mr  Bucks  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  stfppli- 
mental  to  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Alabama 
and  Mississippi  rivers  Railroad  Company. 

Which  was,  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Morehead, 

The  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  at  9 
o'clock. 


THURSDAY,  December  3,  1863 


House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lyon. 
Journal  of  yesterday  read  and  approved. 
Mr.  Watson,  from  the  Judiciary  committee,  made  the   fol- 
lowing reports: 

Me.  Speaker — 

The  Judiciary  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill 
to  be  entitled  an  act  to  provide  for  obtaining  jurors  in  the 
Circuit  Court,  ha've  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and 
have  instructed  me  to  report  the  same  back  to  the  House,  and 
also  a 'substitute  therefor,  with  the  recommendation  that  the 
substitute  do  pass. 

Report  was  received  and  agreed  to.  r 

The  substitute  bill   reported   by  the   committee  was   read 
three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules  and  passed, 
the  title  standing  as  stated. 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Judiciary  committee,  to  whom  was  referred  a  Senate 
bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  enable  the  Railroad  Companies  of 
this  State  to  pay  the  monies  borrowed  by  them,  have  had  the 
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■same  under  consideration,  and  have  instructed  tne  to  report 
the  same  back  to  the  House  with  a  recomrneudati.il  that  it 
do  pass. 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed^  to. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules. 

Messrs.  McNiel,  Lowers  and  Stephens  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill: 

Yeas — Air.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bradford,  Brown,  Barnett, 
Cunningham,  Daniel,  Fowler,  Fox,  Falconer,  Fort,  Gully, 
Harris,  Irby,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Wilkinson,  Liddell,  Lott,  Min-. 
ter,  Max  well,  Murdoch,  McLeinore,  O  wen,  Pope,  Founds,Po  we, 
Rucks,  Staples, '  Seal  of  Hancock,  Wells,  Watson  and  Yan- 
deli— 31. 

Nays — Messrs.  Allen,  Bestor,  Boon,  Barton,  Clark,  Car- 
roll, Deason  of  Copiah,  Dillard,  Evans,  Foxworth,  Grace, 
Gowan,  Gray, High,  Hendon,  Johnson  of  Tippah,  Lowry, 
Lewei's,  Moore,  Morehead,  McKay  of  Neshoba,  MeLaurin, 
McElroy,  McNiel,  Pinson,  Prewitt,  Rogers,,  Robinson,  Shel- 
ley,   Sutton,  Stubbs  of  Smith,   Stephens  and'  Wier — 03. 

The  bill  was  lost  on  its  final  passage. 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Judiciary  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to  be 
entitled' an  act  to  repeal  articles  55  and  56,  of  section  10,  of 
chapter  35,  of  the  revised  Code,  have  had  the  same  under 
consideration,  and  have  instructed  me  to  recommend  that  it 
do  pass. 

The  report  was'received  and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  read  the  third  time. 

Messrs.  Bestor,  Bradford  and  Barton  called  for  the  yeas 
and  nays  on.  the  final  passage  of  the  bill : 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Allen, .  Bestor,  Boon,  Clark, 
Deason  of  Copiah,  Daniel,  Dillard,  Evans,  Eskridge,  Fox, 
Falconer,  Fort,  Gowan,  Harris,  Hen  don,  Isom,  Johnson  of 
Tippah,  Lott,  Morehead,  Maxwell,  Murdoch,  McKay  of 
Neshoba,  MeLaurin,  Owen,  Pounds,  Powe,  Seal  of  Harrison, 
Stephens,  Thompson,  Wells,  Wier  and  Watson — 33. 

Nays — Messrs.  Bradford,  Barton,  Brown,  Barnett,  Carroll, 
Fowler,  Foxworth,  Gulley,  Gray,  High,  Irby,  Jackson,  John- 
son of  Wilkinson,  Liddell,  Lowry,  Lewers,  Minter,  Moore, 
McLeinore,  McElroy,  Pope,  Pinson,  Prewitt,  Rucks,  Rogers, 
Ross,  Robinson,  Staples,  Shelley,  Sutton,  Stubbs  of  Smith, 
and  Yandell— 32.  . 

The  bill  passed. 

Mr.    Irby,   from   the   committee  on  Enrolled   Bills,  made 
the  following  report : 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee* on  Enrolled  Bills  beg  leave  to  report  that 
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they  Have  examined  the  enrolled  bill  entitled  an  act  to  amend 
chapter  thirty-two  of  the  Revised  Code  so  far  as  the  same 
provides  for  the  registration  and  sale  of  estrays,  found  the 
same  correctly  enrolled  and  have  submitted  it  to  his  Excel- 
lency, the  Governor,  for  his  approval  and  signature. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Governor 
through  his  private  Secretary :  ■ 

Executive  OffIcf, 
Columbus,  December  3d,  1863. 
Mr.  Speaker — 

His  Excellency,"  the  Governor,  did,  on  tire  2d  inst.,  sign 
and  approve  the.  following  House  bills,  entitled: 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  char- 
ter of  the  city  of  Jackson,  approved  August  6,  1861,  and  an 
act  entitled  an  act  supplemental  to  an  act  to  amend  the  charter 
of  the  city  of  Jackson,  approved  August  6,  186 1. 

An  act  to  repeal  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  reduce  the  taxes 
o#f  Hancock  county,  and  for  other  purposes,  approved  Decem- 
ber 16,   1861. 

An  act  for  the  benefit  of  the  Lunatic  Asylum. 

An  act  to  remove  the  civil  disabilities  of  James  H.  Mat- 
thews, a  minor  of  Marshall  county. 

.  An  act  to  remove  the  civil  disabilities  of  Henry  B.-Luckett, 
a  minor, 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  John  A.  McNiel. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  William  C.  Nickle.  Tax  Assessor 
of  Panola  county. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  appropriate  fines, 
forfeitures,  licenses  and  runaway  slaves  in  the  county  of  Jones, 
approved  December  4th,  1861. 

An  act  better  to  provide  for  the  families  of  our  soldiers. 

An  act  to  remove  the  civil  disabilities  of  Anthony  D.  Gor- 
don, a  minor  of  Lauderdale  county,  so  far  as  to  render  him 
legally  qualified  to  make  a  last  will  and  testament. 

Mr.  Watson,  from  the  Judiciary  committee,   made  the  fol- 
lowing reports: 
Mr.  Speaker— 

The  Judiciary  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  Senate 
bill  entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  law  relative  to  sueing  out  the  s 
writ  of  Habeas  Corpus,  and  also  a  Hoirse  bill  entitled  an  act 
to  amend  the  law  in  relation  to  the  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus, 
have  had  the  same  under  consideration  and  report  herewith  a 
substitute  for  both  of  said  bills,  and  recommend  its  passage. 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

The  substitute  bill  reported  by  tfye  committee  was  read 
three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules  and  passed, 
the  title  standing  as  stated. 
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Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  punish' parties  making  ille- 
gal seizures  and  impressments  in  this  State,  have  had  the 
same  under  consideration  and  they  instruct  me  to  report  the 
same  back  to  the  House,  with  accompanying  amendments, 
and  recommend  that  the  bill  as  amended  do  pass. 

Amend  section  4,  lines  5  and  6,  by  striking  out  the  words 
"or  the  Confederate  States." 

Amend  section  5,  line  3,  by  inserting  after  the  word  "im- 
pressment," thp  words  "under  or  by  virtue  of  the  laws  of  the 
State." 

Which  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

The  first  amendment  striking  out  the  words  "or  the  Con- 
federate States,"  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Rucks  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  just  taken. 

Pending  the  discussion  of  the  amendments, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Watson, 

The  House  adjourned  until  3'o'clock,  P.  M. 

THREE   O'CLOCK,     P.    M. 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  question  pend- 
ing on  adjournment,  to-wit:  the  motion  to  reconsider  the 
vot,e  adopting  the  amendments  to  4th  section  reported  by  the 
Judiciary  committee  to  a  Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to 
punish  parties  making  illegal  impressments  .in  this  State,  Mr. 
Watson  being  entitled  to  the  floor. 

The  question  being-taken  on  the  reconsideration  was  deci* 
ded  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption  of  the  amend- 
ment to  sec.  4,  and  decided  in  the  negative  by  yeas  and  nays 
as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Evans,  Eskridge,  Falconer,  Grace,  Harris, 
High,  Hendon,  Lewers,  Moore,  McLaurin,  Owen,  Powe,  Seal 
of  Harrison,  Stephens,  llpshawand  Watson — 16. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Allen,  Bradford,  Bestor,  Boon, 
Barton,  Brown,  Barnett,  Clark,  Cunningham,  Carroll,  Daniel, 
Dillard,  Fowler,  Fox,  Fox  worth,  Fort,  Gulley,  Gowan,  Gray, 
Isom,  Irby,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Wilkinson,  Johnson  of 
Tippah,  Lowry,  Lott,  Minter,  Morehead,  Maxwell,  Murdock, 
McLemore,  McKay  of  Neshoba,  McE'roy,  McNiel,  Pope, 
Pounds,  Pinson,  Prewitt,  Regan,  Rucks,  Rogers,  Ross,  Rob- 
inson, Staples,  Seal  of  Hancock,  Shelley,  Sutton,  Stubbs  of 
Smith,  Thompson,  Wells,  Wier  aud  Yandell — 54. 

"The  vote  was  then  taken  on  the  amendment  to  sec.  5,  and 
decided  in  the  negative. 
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The  bill  read  the  third  time  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Upshaw, 

The  rales  were  suspended  and  Mr.  Watson  made  a  report 
from  the  special  committee  appointed  on  the  resolutions  of 
confidence,  tfcc.,  as  a  substitute  for  the  resolutions  of  the  Sen- 
ate entitled  resolutions'  of  conlidence,  &c. 

Mr.  Rogers  offered   a  substitute  for  the  resolutions,  which, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bestor, 

Was  laid  on  the  table  by  yeas  and  nays  called  for  by  Messrs. 
Rucks,  Ross  and  Hendon: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Allen,  Arnold,  Bradford,  Bestor,  Boon, 
Brown,  Clark,  Carroll,  Deason  of  Copiah,  Daniel,  Dillard, 
Evans,  Fowler,  Fox,  Foxworth,  Falconer,  Fort,  Gully,  Grace, 
Gowan,  Gray,  Harris,  Hendon,  Isom,  Jackson,  Johnson  of 
Tippah,  Liddell,  Lowry,  Lewers,  Minter,  Moore,  Morehead, 
Maxwell,  Murdock,  McLemore,  McKay  of  Neshoba,  McLau- 
rin,  McElroy,  McNiel,  Owen,  Pounds,  Powe,  Pinson,  Robin- 
son, Staples,  Seal  of  Harrison,  Seal  of  Hancock,  Shelley, 
Sutton,  Stubhs  of  Smith,  Stephens,  Thompson,  Upshaw,  Wier 
and  Watson. — 55 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Barton,  Barnett,  Esk ridge, 
Irby,  Johnson  of  Wilkinson,  Lott,  Pope,  Prewitt,  Rucks, 
Rogers,  Ross  and  Yandell— 13. 

The  substitute  of  Mr.  Rogers  was  laid  on  the  table,  which 
is  as  follows : 

Resolved  by  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi^ 
That  the  State  of  Mississippi  considers  the  Federal  Union, 
upon  the  terms  and  for  the  purposes  specified  in  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  Confederate  States,  as  conducive  to  the  liberty 
and  happiness  of  the  several  States.  That  she  does  now 
unequivocally  declare  her  attachment  to  that  Union  and  its 
compact  agreeable  to  its  obvious  and  real  intention,  and 
will  be  among  the  last  to  disturb  its  harmony  or  seek  its  dis- 
solution, and  this  Legislature  now  declares  renewed  assu- 
rances of  the  faith  of  the  people  of  Mississippi  jn  the  justice 
of  their  cause  and  their  determination  unabated  to  sustain 
to  the  uttermost  the  principles  that  led  to  their  separation 
from  th'e  United  States  and  the  establishment  of  the  Con- 
federate Government. 

2.  That  although  in  the  pending  gigantic  war  the  bril- 
liant success  of  our  arms  have  not  been  without  reverses, 
yet  we  repose  full  confidence  in  the  patriotism,  integrity 
and  ability  of  President  Davis  to  preside  at  the  helm  of 
State,  and  with  the  blessing  of  Heaven,  as  our  chosen  leader 
to  conduct  us  eventually  to  the  triumph  of  the  principles  of 
constitutional  liberty  for  which  we  are  contending. 
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3.  That  the  confidence  reposed  by  Mississippi  in  the  Pres- 
ident and  the  Confederate  Government  is  accompanied, 
nevertheless,  with  a  jealous  watchfulness  for  the  preservation 
of  her  own  constitutional  rights,  and  in  this  view  now 
enunciates  some  of  the  fundamental  principles  of  the  com- 
pact, with  a  brief  reference  to  enactments  by  the  Confede- 
rate Congress,  and  the  exercise  of  authority  by  the  President 
and  those  acting  under  his  appointment,  which,  if  followed 
Tip  and  become  fixed  as  precedents,  will  lead  inevitably  to 
the  annihilation  of  the  State  Governments,  and  the  creation, 
upon  their  ruins,  of  a  general  consolidated  Government. 

4.  That  the  several  States  composing  the  Confederate 
States  of  America,  are  not  united  on  the  principle  of  unlim- 
ited submis-ion  to  theirgeneral  Government,  but  that  by 
compact  under  the  style  and  title  of  a  Constitution  for  the 
Confederate  States,  they  constitute  a  general  government 
for  special  purposes,  delegated  to  that  government  certain 
definite  powers,  reserving,  each  State  to  itself,  the  residuary 
mass  of  right  to  their  own  self-government;  and  whenever 
the  Q.obiederaie  Government  assumes  undelegated  powers, 
its  acts  are  unauthoritative,  void  and  of  no  force;  and  to 
this  compact  each  State  acceded  as  a  State,  and  is  an  inte- 
gral party  ;  that  this,  government,  created  by  this  compact, 
was  not  made  the  exclusive  or  final  judge  of  the  extent  of 
the  powers  delegated  to  itself,  since  that  would  nave  made 
its  discretion,  and  not  the  Constitution,  the  measure  of  its 
power  ;  but  that  as  in  all  other  cases  of  compact  among 
parties  having  no  common  judge,  each  party,  by  the  terms 
of  the  compact,  has  a  right  to  judge  for  itself,  as  well  of  in- 
fractions a<  of  the  mode  and  manner  of  redress. 

5.  That  the  Constitution  of  the  Confederate  States  hav- 
pig  delcgated'to  Congress  the  ''power  to  raise  and  support 
armies,"  did  not  by  this  intend  the  exercise  of  that  power 
without  limit,. or  so  taken  as  to  destroy  the  force  and  efficacy 
of  any  of  the  checks  anc\  balances  provided  in  the  compact, 
and  while  that  instrument  declares  the  power  of  Congress 
to  "raise  and  support  armies"  it  also  declares  as  a -distinct 
proposition  ''a  well  regulated  militia  necessary  to  the  secu- 
rity of  a  free  State,"  and  any  law  of  Congress  which  prac- 
tically abrogates  an  essential  power  of  the  State,  a  power 
declared  by  its  compact  to.be  essential  to  its  security,  is  not 
law  but  is  altogether  void  and  of  no  force;  and  while-  Mis- 
sissippi, on  account  of  the  imperilled  condition  of  the  gov- 
ernment of  her  choice,  has  yielded  an  acquiescence  in  the 
various  conscript  laws  passed,  by    Congress,  and    thereby 
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made  it  the  ditty  of  her  people  to  obey  those  laws  until 
exonerated -by  the  sovereign  power  of  the  State.  She  pro- 
tests, nevertheless,  that,  these  laws  shall  not,  after  the  present 
struggle  is  ended,  be  taken  as  precedents  against  her,  or  the 
power  of  Congress  measured  by  her  acquiescence  thereto  ; 
and  while  she  yields  this  assent,  she  at  the  same  time  pro- 
tests against  the  exercise  of  certain  implied;  other  and  fur- 
ther powers  foreshadowed  in  said  acts,  and  more  particularly 
those  implied  in  an  act  entitled  "an  set  to  exempt  certain' 
persons  from  military  duty,"  and  to  repeal  an  act  entitled 
"an  act  to  exempt  certain  persons  from  enrollment  for  ser- 
vice in  the  army  of  the  Confederate  States,"  approved  Octo- 
ber 11,  1862.  By  the  provisions  of  the  act.  referred  to, 
■Congress  has  exempted  from  conscription  the  Judicial  and 
Executive  officers  of  the  State  government,  as  also  members  * 
-of  the  Legislature  of  the  State.  Having  by  direct  enact- 
ment exercised  the  power  to  conscribe  the  en  tire  military 
force  of  the  State,  Congress  in  the  act  referred  to,  has  im- 
plied the  power  of  conscribing  the  Executive,  Legislative 
and  Judicial  power  of  the  State,  a  construction  which  goes 
to  the  destruction  of  all  the  limits  prescribed  to  their  power 
by  the  Constitution;  and  the  Legislature  takes  this  occasion 
to  express  the  deliberate  opinion  that  no  such  constitutional 
power  has  been  conferred  on  Congress,  nor  was  there  any 
necessity  for  the  exemption  of  the  Legislative,  Executive 
•and  Judicial  members  of  the  State  government  from  the 
•operations  of  those  laws,  because  they  could  never  be  con- 
stitutionally subject  to  them. 

6.-  That  while  the  people  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  for' 
the  sake  of  the  ultimate  triumph  of  our  arms,  will  acquiesce 
in  many  invasions  of  their  rights  and  infractions  of  the 
Constitution,  yet  they  deem  it  necessary  to  put  upon  record, 
a  protest  against  such  acquiescence  being  considered  a  pre- 
cedent for  the  future  action  of  the  Confederate  Government; 
or  its  agents,  and  accordingly  the.  Legislature  feels  bound  $p> 
declare  that  the  tax  commonly  called  a  "tax  in  kind,"  being 
a  direct  tux,  palpably  violates  the  provision  of  the  Consti- 
tution which  declares  that  no  "direct  tax  shall  be  laid  unless; 
in  proportion  to  the  census  or  enumeration"  provided  in  the 
constitution;  that  is,  according  to  the  population  of  the  sev- 
eral States,  to  be  enumerated  in  the  census;  whereas  the- 
direct  tax  of  one-tenth  of  the  produce  raised,  is  a  tax  not  in 
proportion  to  the  number  of  inhabitants,  but  in  proportion 
to  the  productive  industry  of  the  State,  whereby  it  may,,  and 
often  will  happen,  that  one  State  will   be  called  on  to.  bear 
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more  than  her  relative  share  of  the  burdens  of  the  Gov- 
ern men  t. 

7.  That  the  Legislature  likewise  protest  against  the  ac- 
quiescence of  the  State  in  the  power  of  impressment  claimed 
by  the  Confederate  Government  being  used  as  a  precedent 
in  future.  'The  Constitution  of  the  Confederate  States  pro- 
vides that  '"private  property  shall  not  be  taken  for  public 
use  without  just  compensation,"  and  any  law  which  gives 
the  power  to  the  officers  of  the  Confederate  Government  to 
impress  the  property  of  the  citizen  without  making  provision 
for  the  payment  of  just  compensation,  is  unconstitutional 
and  void.  It  has  been  repeatedly  decided  by  the  Courts  of 
this  State,  and  the  law  i«  indisputable,  that  just  compensa- 
tion means  a  payment  in  money  of  the  value  of  the  property 
seized,  and  it  is  contrary  to  every  principle  of  right. that  the 
party  seizing  the  property  should  be  made  the  judge  of  its 
value. 

8.  That  it  is  the  very  essence  of  free  government  that  the 
military  authority  should  at  all  times  be  held  in  subjection 
to  the  civil  power,  and  accordingly  t4ie  State  of  Mississippi, 
in  the  Constitution  which  is  binding  upon  her  people  and 
was  binding  upon  her  delegates  in  Congress  at  the  time  she 
became  a  member  of  the  Confederate  States,  provides  that 
''the  military  shall  in  all  cases,  and  at  all  times,  be  in  strict 
subordination  to  the  civil  power,"  and  it  is  the  highest  duty 
of  a  people  jealous  of  their  rights'  to  guard  against  the 
slightest  infraction  of  a  principle  so  essential  to  civil  liberty 
and  the  rights  of  the  people  ;  accordingly  this  Legislature 
declares  that  it  is  the  duty  of  every  officer  in  the  army  of 
the  State  or  Confederate  States,  abiding  in  this  State,  to 
yield  obedience  to  all  process  issuing  from  the  courts  of  this 
State,  and  a  refusal  to  do  so  is  an  arbitrary  and  dangerous 
resistance  to  the  civil  power  which  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  feels  called  upon  to  rebuke,  and  to  demand  of  her 
Executive  to  use,  if  necessary,  the  wWle  power  of  the  State 
to  prevent. 

9.  That  after  long  years  of  struggle  with  the  crown  of 
Great  Britain,  our  ancestors- wrung  from  an  unwilling  mon- 
arch the  right  of  themselves  and  their  posterity  to  the  great 
writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  as  a  shield  against  arbitrary  impris- 
onment and  lawless  oppression,  and  so  careftil  were  the 
framers  of  our  Constitution  to  guard  this  right  against  in- 
fraction that  they  have  declared  by  the  terms  of  the  com- 
pact-that the  privilege  of  the  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  shall 
aot  be  suspended  unless  when  in  case  of  "rebellion  or  inva- 
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-sion  the  public  safety  may  require  it."  This  power  is  dele- 
gated exclusively  to  Congress,"  and  it  is  contrary  to  the 
fundamental  theory  of  the  compact  that  a  legislative  power 
•conferred  on  Congress  can  be  by  it  delegated  to  the  Presi- 
dent or  any  other  agent;  for  if  Congress  can  thus  delegate 
its  powers  it  could  concentrate  in  the  hands  of  the  Execu- 
tive all  legislative  and  executive  power,  and  thus  create  an 
imperial  despotism  instead  of  a  regulated  constitutional 
government.  The  State  of  Mississippi,  therefore,  protests 
against  the  laws  heretofore  passed  by  Congress  delegating 
this  power,  and  against  any  future  laws  of  Congress  confer- 
ring upon  the  President  any  of  the  powers  vested  in  Con- 
•  gress,  and  particularly  against  conferring  upon  him  the 
power  to  suspend  the  writ  of  Habeas  Corpus  at  his  dis- 
cretion, t 

10.  That  it  would  be  a  dangerous  delusion  Were  a  confi- 
dence in  the  men  of  our  choice  to  silence  our  fears  for  the 
■safety  of  our  rights;  that  confidence  is  everywhere  the  pa- 
rent of.  despotism  ;  free  government  is  founded  in  jealousy 
and  not  in  confidence  ;  it  is  jealousy  and  not  confidence 
-which  prescribes  limited  constitutions  to  bind  down  those 
whom  we  are  obliged  to  trust  with,  power  ;  that  our  Con- 
stitution has  accordingly  fixed  the  limits  to  which,  and  no 
farther,  our  confidence  may  go  ;  and  let  the  honest  advocate 
of  confidence  regard  the  intrusion  of  authority  upon  the 
rights  of  our  people  and  say  if  the  Constitution  has  not  been 
wise  in  fixing  limits  to  the  government  it  created,  and  wheth- 
er the  representatives  of  the  people  would  not  be  faithless 
to  their  trust  were  they  to  stand  by  and  see  those  limits 
broken  down. 

11.  That  a  copy  of  these  resolutions  be  forwarded  to 
each  of  our  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress,  and 
that  the  former  be  instructed,  and  the  latter  requested,  to 
regard  them  as  a  basis  #f  future  action  upon  the  points 
suggested. 

The  vote  was  then  taken  on  the  adoption  of  the  resolutions 
reported  by  the  committee  and  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate: 
Me.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  have  passed  bills  of  the  following  titles  : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  for  the  disposition  of  aliens  re- 
siding within  the  limits  of  the  State. 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  better  .to  provide  for  security  in 
criminal  offenses. 

Also,  a  resolution  in  relation  to  the  Trustees  of  the  Lunatic 
Asylum,  the  Institutions  of  the  Blind  and  Deaf  and  Dumb. 
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And  have  passed  a  house  bill  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an 
act  entitled  an  act  to  aid  Jta  strengthening  the  army  of  the 
Confederate  States. 

Mr.  Regan,  from  the  select  committee  to  whom  the  various 
military  bills  were  referred,  made  the  following  report: 
M k.  Speaker — 

The  special  committee  to  whom  was  referred  the  bill  enti- 
tled an  act  to  organize  the  army  of  Mississippi,  and  the  sub- 
stitutes therefor,  and  instructions,  have  had  the  same  under 
consideration  and  have  instructed  me  to  report  a  new  bill  as  a 
substitute,  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass.    . 

The  report  of  the  committe  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

The  substitute  bill  entitled  an  act  to  organize  the  army  of 
Mississippi,  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules/ 
and  made  the  special  order  for  12  o'clock  to-morrow  in  com- 
mittee of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Carroll  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by  which 
the  Senate  b,i!l  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  enable  the  Railroad 
companies  of  this  State  to  pay  the  monies  borrowed  by  .them,. 
was  lost  this  morning. 

Mr.  Cunningham  presented  a  claim  of  V.  M.  Humphrey, 
Clerk  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  Noxubee  county,  which  was 
referred  to  the  committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  McElroy,   by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Isham  Dansby,  which,  without 
reading,  was  referred  to  the  committee  on  Public  Lands. 

Mr.  Yandell  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  appropriate  money  for  the  Soldiers'  Home  at 
Lauderdale  Springs  in  this  State, 

Was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules  and 
referred  to  the   committee  c#Ways  and  Means. 

Mr.  Gowan,  from  a  select  committee,   made   the  following 
report : 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  special  select  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill 
entitled  an  act  to  repeal  section  7,  ^>f  chap.  f>,  of  the  Revised 
Code,  so  far  as  the  same  provides  compensation  for  the  State 
Printer,  and  for  other  purposes,  have  had  the  same  under  con- 
sideration and  have  adopted  sundry  amendments  thereto,  and 
have  instructed  me  to  recommend  that  the  same  do  pass. 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

The  amendments  reported  by  the  committee :  Inserting  af- 
ter "section  7,"  in  title,  the  words  "chapter  6  ;"  and  inserting 
the  Avords  "under  oath"  after  the  word  "out,"  in  thirteenth 
line  from  top, 

Which  were  adopted. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time  and  passed,  the  title 
standing  ss  stated. 


Mr.  Murdock,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  authorize  Narcissa  L.  Barksdale  to  emancipate 
&er  slave  John, 

Which  was  read  three  several  times,  under  a  suspension  of 
4he  rales,  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  Jackson,  from  the  committee  on  the  Deaf  and  Dumb, 
made  the  following  report  : 
Mr.  Speakbk — 

The  committee  oft  the  Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum  have  had 
under  consideration  the  report  of  the  Trustees  of  that  Insti- 
tution, with  the  documents  accompanying  the  same,  and  have 
instructed  me  to  submit  the  iollowing  report : 

From  the  report  of  the  Trustees  the  committee  were  advised 

1st.  That  in  -May,  1862,  the  buildings,  furniture,  &c,  were 
seized  by  the  officers  of  the  Confederate  Government  for  Hos- 
pital purposes,  at  which  time  the  Institution  was  progressing 
with  benefit  to  its  pupils.    ■ 

2d.  That  during  the  occupation  of  the  Institution  as  a 
^Hospital,'  and  the  occupation  of  Jackson  by  the  enemy,  the 
buildings,  grounds,  &c,  were  much  injured;  windows  and 
window  blinds  all  gone,  doors  broken  down  and  destroyed, 
fencing  all  burned,  much  of  the  weather-boarding  torn  off, 
and  with. the  exception  of  'the  frames,  the  buildings  were 
almost  entirely  destroyed.  * 

3d-  The  report  of  the  Trustees  also  show  that  the  Confed- 
erate authorities  have  been  frequently  applied  to  for  the  rent 
of  the  buildings,  and  pay  for  furniture,  &c,  seized  and  be- 
longing to  the  Institution,  but  without  success.  The  Trustees 
estimat/e  the  amount  of  rent  and  cost  of  furniture  at  near 
$7,000. 

4th.  The  report  of  the  Trustees  further  shows  that  the  sak> 
of  property  by  order  of  Trustees,  after  closing  the  Institution, 
amount  to  the  sum  of  $571,  which,  upon  an  examination,  of 
the  vouchers  accompanying  the  report,  the  committee  ascer- 
tained to  be  correct. 

5th.  The  amount  of  disbursements  on  account  of  the  Insti- 
tution, as  shown  by  thevreport  of  the  Trustees,  and  sustained 
by  proper  vouchers,  from  Nov.  1st,  1861,  to  Oct.  1st,  18G3,  is 
-$0,727  38,  and  the  amount  of  receipts  in  that  behaif  is  also 
correctly  shown  to  be  $7,263  27,  leaving  a  balance  in  favor  of 
the  Institution  of  receipts  over  imbursements  of  $535  89, 
while  the  outstanding  debts  of  the  Institution,  due  and  un- 
paid, amount  to  $1,575  05. 

6th.  After  the  buildings  of  the  Institution  were  occupied 
as  .above  stated,  the  Trustees  iaformed  your  committee  that 
they  sent  the  pupils  to  their  respective  homes,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  three  who  were  orphans  and  dependent  On  the 
charity  of  the  State  for  their  education   and  support.      The 


Trustees  ask  that  the  Legislature  advise  them  of  the  disposi- 
tion to  be  made  of  these  three  orphans.  The  committee,  in 
consideration  thereof,  have  instructed  me  to  suggest  that  the 
annual  appropriation  of  seven  thousand  dollars  be  placed  at 
the  disposal  of  the  Trustees,  under  the  direction  of  the  Gov- 
ernor, for  the  maintenance  and  education  of  the  orphans 
mentioned  in  this  report,  and  others  of  this  State  similarly 
situated,  and  for  auch  repairs  of  the  buildings  as  they  may 
deem  necessary  and  proper,  and  your  committee  report  a  bill 
for  these  purposes.  Your  committee  would  also  recommend 
that  that  portion  of  this  report  which  relates  to  the  occupation 
of  the  buildings  and  use  of  furniture  by  the  Confederate  au- 
thorities, be  referred  to  the  committee  on  State  and  Confede- 
rate Relations,  with  instructions  to  them  to  report  what 
action,  if  any,  this  Legislature  should  now  take  in  regard 
thereto.     All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  Messrs.  Liddell,  Evans,  Esk- 
ridge  and  Robinson. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Brown, 

The    House    adjourned  until    to-morrow   morning    at    9> 
o'clock. 


FRIDAY,  December  4r  1863.. 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Coleman. 

Journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  Messrs.  Gray,  Lowry  and 
Dlllard. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Regan, 

The  House  reconsidered  the  vote  by  which  on  yesterday, 
the  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  organize  the  army  of  Missis- 
sippi, was  laid  on  the  table  and  made  the  special  order  for 
12  o'clock,  and  the  bill  was  forthwith  taken  frpm  the  table, 
aiid  the  House  resolved  itself  iuto  committee  of  the  Whole- 
on  said  bill. 

Mr.  Falconer  in  the  chair. 
After  sometime  spent  therein, 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  progress  and  asked  leave 
to  sit  again  at  3  o'clock. 

The  committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  made  the  following  report 
through  Mr.  Irby : 
Mb.'  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  beg  leave  to  report  that 
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they  have  examined  an  enrolled  bill  entitled  an  act  to  amend 
an  act  entitled  an  act  to  aid  in  strengthening  the  army  of 
the  Confederate  States,  found  the  same  correctly  enrolled 
arid  have  submitted  it  to  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  for 
his  approval  and  signature. 

The    followiug  message  was  received  from  the  Governor 

Executive   Office, 
Columbus,  Dec.  4,   1863. 
Mr.  Speaker —  % 

I  am  instructed  by  his  Excelleny  the  Governor,  to  inform 
the  Hou  e  that  he  did,  on  the  3d  inst.,  sign  and  approve' the 
following  Huuse  bill,  entitled 

An  act-  to  amend  chapter  thirty-two  of  the  Revised  Code, 
so  far  .as  the  same  provides  for  the  registrations  and  sale  of 
estrays. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate : 
A  bill  entitled  an  act  farther  to  provide  for  soldiers  and 
other  familes  in  the  county  of  Attala. 

And  concurred  in  the  following  resolutions,  to  wit : 
Joint  resolution  to  havo  public  printing  done. 
A  resolution  of  thanks  to  the  mothers,  wives  and  daught- 
ers of  Mississippi."  * 

A  resolution  of  thanks  to  the  officers  and  privates  of  Mis- 
sissippi. 

Th<?  Senate  have  passed  House  substitute  for  Senate  bill 
entitled  an  act  to  provide  for  obtaining  jurors  in  the  Circuit 
Courts  of  this  State. 

The, Senate  have  passed  House  substitute  to  Senate  bill 
entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  law  relative  to  suing  out  the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus. 

The  Senate  insists  on  their  amendment  to  House  bill 
entitled  an  act  to  procure  cotton  and  wool  cards  and  other 
articles  for  indigent  families  of  soldiers  ana  citizens  of  the 
State.  \   . 

Also  insist  on  their  amendment  to  House  bill  entitled  an 
act  to  encourage' the  manufacture  of  cotton  and'  wool  cards 
in  this  State. 
t  Also  insist  on  their  amendment  to  Houee  bill  entitled  an 
act  to  provide  for  the  redemption  of  lands  sold  to  the  State 
for  taxes  at  the  office  of  Public  Accounts. 

The  Senate  refuse  to  concur  iu  House  amendment  to 
Senate  bill  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  to  procure  salt 
for  the  indigent  families  of  soldiers,  and  for  other  purposes, 
approved  January  1st,  1863. 

The  following  message  was  received  from   the   Senate: 
Mr.  Speaker— 

The  Senate  have  passed  the  following  bills  and  adopted 
resolutions,  to  wit  : 
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A  bill  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief,  of  James  Kaedy, 
Sheriff  and  Tax  collector  of  Holmes  county. 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  law  in  relation  to  the 
Institution  for  the  Deof  and  Dumb. 

A  resolution  entitled  preamble  and  resolution  in  relation 
to  the  State  University. 

Also  have  passed  the  following  House  bills  and  concurred 
in  the  following  resolutions,  to  wit : 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  making  certain  appropriations  for 
the  State  Institution  for  the  Blind. 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Police  of 
Jasper  county  to  collect  the  levy  of  the  poor  tax  of  said 
county. 

A  bill  eniitled  an  act  to  enable  the  Police  Court  of  Mon- 
roe county  to  levy  a  tax  for  the  support  of  the  dependants 
of  soldiers  &c,  from  said  county. 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  the  members  of  the 
Police  Court  of  Wayne  county  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
School  Commissioners,  and  for  other  purposes. 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Meridian  'Manu- 
facturing company.  . 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  dis- 
tributees of  J.  S.  Terrel,  Jr.,  dec'd. 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  Probate 
,    Judge  of  Lauderdale  county. 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the- Probate  clerk  of 
Newton  county. 

The  Senate  adhere  to  their  refusal  to  concur  to  House  sub- 
sti<ute  to  Senate  bill  entitled, 

An  act  to  punish  the  offense  of  harboring  or  concealing 
deserters  from  the  Confederate'  and  State  service,  and  for 
other  piirpises,«and  ask  a  committee  of  conference  thereon, 
and  the  Senate  have  appointed,  Messrs.  Griffin,  Hamilton  and, 
Quin  as  said  committee  on  part  of  the  Senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Ross, 

The  House  adjourned  till  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

THKEE    O'CLOCK,    P.    M. 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Murdock  by  leave,  introduced  the  following  resolu- 
tions : 

Rex'olved,  That  it  is  the  duty  of  this  Legislature  to  pro- 
vide for  the  organization  and  discipling  of  the  militia. 

Hesolved,  That  the  present  system   has   proven  errenous 
to  the  people  and  inefficient  in  it.s  beneficial  results. 
'     A  division  being  called  for,  the  vote  was  first  taken  on  the 
fist  of  said  resolutions  and  decided  in  the-  affirmative,  yeas 
and  nays  called  for  by  Messrs.  Regan,  Eskridge  and  Harris. 
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Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Allen,  Arnold,  Bradford, 
Bestor,  Boone,  Brown,  Barnett,  Clark,  Cunningham,  Deason 
of  Copiah,'  Daniel,  Eskridge,  Fox,  Falconer,  Fort,  Grace, 
Harris,  Isom,  Irby,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Wilkinson,  Johnson 
of  Tippah,  Lott,  Lowry,  Lewers,  Minter,  Morehead,  Maxwell, 
Murdock,  McKay  of  Neshoba,  McLaurin,  McElroy,  McNeil, 
Owen,  Pownds,  Powe,  Prewit,  Regan,  Rucks,  Staples,  Shel- 
ley, Sutton,  Stubbs  of  Smith,  Stephens,  Upshaw,  Wells  and 
Watson. — 47, 

Nays — Messrs.  Arnold,  Barton,  Dillard,  Evans,  Fowler, 
Foxworth,  Gully,  Gray,  High,  Pope,  Pinson,  Ross,  Robinson, 
Seal  of  Harrison,   Seal  of  Hancock  and-  Wier — 17. 

The  second  resolution  was  then  withdrawn. 

Mr.  Bradf  rd  offered  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved,  That  the  times  require  a  more  efficient  organi- 
zation of  the  militia  system  than  the  one  now  in  force. 

Pending  the  discussion  the  House  granted  leave  of  absence 
to  Messrs.  Regan,  Rucks.  Yaudcll,  Stephens  and  Prewitt. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Upshaw, 

The  House  adjourned  until  9    o'clock  to-morrow  morning. 


SATURDAY,  December  5,  1863. 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Sears. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison, 

The  reading  of  the  journal  was  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison,  offered  the  following  resilnuon  : 

.Resolved,  That  hereafter  no  member  shall  be  allowed'  to 
speak  longer  than  five  minutes  on  any  subject. 

Which  was  adopted. 

Leave  of  absence  was  granted  .Mr ..Lott.  on  account  of 
sickness. 

Mr.  Speaker  Houston,  having  returned,  Mr.  Alcorn,  the 
Speaker  pro  tern,  thanking  the  House.fur  their  kindness  and 
indulgence  retired  from  the  chair. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison, 

The  thanks  of  the  House  were  tendered  Mr.  Alcorn, 
Speaker  pro  tern,  for,  the  ability  and  impartiality  with  which, 
he  has  presided  over  the  deliberations  of  this  House. 

Mr.  Cunningham  by  leave,  introduced  a  joint  resolution 
in  relation  to  tax  in  kind. 

.Which  was  read  once. 
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On  motion 

The  rules  were  suspended,  the  res  dution  read  the  second 
time  and  passed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison, 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  Senate  mes- 
sages. 

Senate  resolution  in  relation  to  the  Trustees  of  the  State 
Lunatic  Asylum,  the  Institutions  of  the  Blind  and  Deaf  aud 
Dumb. 

Were  taken  up  and  concurred  in. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  for  the  disposition  of 
aliens  residing  within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Mississippi, 

Was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules  and 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  committee. 

Senate  bill  to  better  provide  for  security  in  criminal 
offences,  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison, 

Referred  to  the  Judiciary  committee. 

Senate  preamble  and  resolutions  in  relation  to  the  State 
University,  was  read  once,  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Falconer, 

The  rules  were  suspended  and  the  resolutions  concurred  in. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  law  in  rela- 
tion to  the  Institution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb, 

Was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  James 
Reedy,  Sheriff  and  Tax  Collector  of  Holmes  county, 

Was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate : 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  have  passed  the  following  entitled  bills  : 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Police  of 
Jackson  county  to  employ  the  free  negroes  of  said  county 
in  certain  cases. 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  to  amend  art.  32,  sec.  8,  of  the 
Revised  Code,  also, 

A  House  bill  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  J.  D.  W. 
Duckworth,  Sheriff  and  Tax  Collector  of  Smith  county. 

A  House  bill  entitled  an  act  amendatory  of  article  6, 
chapter  3;  page  292  of  the  Revised  Code,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses, passed   with  an  amendment 

Messrs.  Simonton  and.  Oliver  have  been  excused  from 
acting  on  the  committee  of  conference  on  the  disagreement 
of  the  two  Houses  on  Senate  amendment  to  House  substitute 
to  Senate  resolution  in  relation  to  petitioning  Congress  to 
make  Confederate  -money  a  legal  tender,  and  appointed 
Messrs.  Denis  and  Luckett  in  their  stead. 


283 

The  House  adhere  to  their  refusal  to  concur  in  the  Senate 
substitute  for  House  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  procure  cot- 
ton and  wool  cards  &c,  and  asked  for  a  committee  of  con- 
ference thereon. 

The  Speak  ereappointed  as  said  committee,  Messrs.  Seal  of 
Harrison, Eskridge.Johnson  of  Wilkinson, Barnett  and  Owens. 

The  House  adhere  to  their  refusal  to  concur  in  the  Senate 
amendments  to  House  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  enoonrage 
the  manufacture  of  cotton  and  wool  cards. 

The  House  receded  from  its  refusal  to  concur  in  Senate 
amendment  to  House  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  piftvide 
for  the  redemption  of  lands  sold  to  the  State  for  taxes  at  the 
office  of  the  Auditor  of  Public  accounts,  and  concurred  in 
said  aim  ndment. 

The  flouse  receded  from  its  amendment  to  Senate  bill  to 
be  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  to  procure  salt  for  the  in- 
digent families  of  soldiers,  and  for  other  purposes,  approved 
January  1st,  1863. 

The  Speaker  appointed  as  a  committee  of  conference  on 
the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses,  on  House  substi- 
tute for  Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  prevent  the  offense 
of  harboring  or  concealing  deserters  from  the  Confederate 
and  State  service,  and  for  other  purposes, 

Messrs.  Johnson  of  Wilkinson,  Moore,  Irby,  Weir  and 
Prewitt. 

The    committeo   on   Enrolled   Bills   made .  the   following 
report: 
Me.  SrEAKEE — 

The  committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  beg  leave'  to  report  that 
they  have  examined  the  following  enrolled  bills,  found  the 
same  correctly  enrolled,  and  have  submitted  them  to  his 
Excellency  the  Governor,  for  his  ajmroval  and  signature, 
to  wit : 

.•An  act  entitled  an  act  making  certain  appropriations  for  the 
State  Institution  for  the  Blind. 

An  act  entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  law  relative  to  sueing 
out  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus. 

An  act  entitled  an  act  to  enable  the  Police  Court  of  Monree 
county  to  levy  a  tax  for  the  support  of  the  dependants  of 
soldiers  <fcc,  from  said  county. 

An  act  entitled  an  act  to  provide  for  obtaining  jurors  in 
the  Circuit  Courts  of  this  State. 

An  act  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief,  of  the  Probate  Clerks. 
of  Newtou  county. 

An  act  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  the  members  of  the 
Board  of  Police  of  Wayne  county  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
School  Commissioners,  and  for  other  purposes. 

An  act  entitled  an  act  to  incorporate  the  Meridian  Manu- 
facturing Company. 
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An  act  entitled  an  .act  for  the  relief  of  .the  heirs  and  dis- 
tributees of  J.  S.  Terrell,  Jr.,  dee'd. 

An  act  entitled  an  act  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  Probate 
Judge  of  Lauderdale  county. 

An  act  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  the  Boawl  of  Police  of 
Jasper  county  to  collect  the  levy  of  the  Poor  Tax  of  said 
county. 

An  act  entitled  an  act  further  to  provide  for  so'diers  and 
their  families  in  the  county  of  Attala. 

Also  the  following  joint  resolutions,  to  wit : 

A  resolution  of-thanlcs  to  the  mothers,  wives,  sisters  and 
daughters  of  the  State. 

A  resolution  of  thanks  <fcc,  and  a  joint  resolution  to  print 
a  certain  act. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  the  Board  ot 
Police  of  Jackson  .county  to  employ  the- free  negroes  of  said 
county  in  certain  eases. 

Was  read  three  several  times,  the  rules  being  suspended, 
and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Senate  bill  to  be- entitled  an  act  to  amend  article  3 J,  sec.  8, 
of  the  Revised  Code. 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rul's,  and 
referred  to  the  Judiciary  committee. 

A  petition  of  sundry  citizens  of  Chickasaw  etoun'  .  was 
presented  by  Mr.  Moore,  on  the  same  subject,  referred  *  the 
same  committee. 

The  House  concurred  in  Senate  amendment  to  H  ■  .  ■•  bill 
to  be  entitled  an  act  amendatory  of  article  6,  ohapte.  .»..  page 
292,  of  the  Revised  Code,  and  for  other  purposes. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Thompson, 

The  House  took  up  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act Xo  secure  the 
collection  of  taxes  on  delinquent  lands,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses. 

The  vote  was  reconsidered  by  which  said  bill  was  read  the 
third  time  and  passed,  and  several  amendments  thereto 
adopted. 

The  rules  were  suspended,  the  bill  read  the  third  time  and 
passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  Carroll* call  d  up  the  motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  by 
which  the  House  failed  to  pass  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to 
enable  the  Railroad  Companies  of  this  State  to  pay  the 
monies  borrowed  b}r  them. 

The  motion  to  reconsider  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

The  question  was  taken  on  the  passage  of  the  bill  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays  called  for  by 
Messrs.  Rogers,.  Weir  and  Sutton. 

,    Yeas — Messrs.   Alcorn,   Bradford,   Brown,   Bavuett,    Cun- 
ningham, Deason  of  Copiah,  Daniel,  Eskridge,  Fowler,  Fox, 
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Falconer,  Fort,  Gully,  Harris,  Isom,  Irby,  Jackson,  Johnson 
of  Wilkinson,  Lott,  Lowry,  Minter,  Morehead,  Maxwell, 
Murdock,  McLemore,  McLaurin,  Owen,  Pounds, Powe,  Rucks, 
Ross,  Robinson,  Staples,  Shelley,  Thompson,  Upshaw,  Watson 
and  Yandell  — 38 

Nays — Mr,  Speaker,  Messrs.  Allen,  Arnold,  Bestor,  Boon, 
Barton,  Clark,  Carroll,  Evans,  Fox-worth,  Gowan,  High, 
Hendon,  Johnson  of  Tippah,  Lewers,  Moore,  McKay  of 
-Neshoba,  McElroy,  McNeil,  Pope,  Pinson,  Prewit,  Rogers, 
Seal  of  Haancock,  Sutton,  Stubbs  of  Smith,  Stephens  and 
Weir.— 28 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Governor 
through  his  Private  Secretary : 

Executive  Office, 

•  [  Columbus,  Dec.  5th,  186' 

Mr.  Speaker — 

I  am  instructed  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  to  deliver 
to  you  his  message  in  writing. 

Gentlemen  of  the  Senate  . 

and  House  of  Representatives : 

I  respectfully  call  your  attention  to  the  condition  of  the 
University  of  Mississippi.  All.  collegiate  exercises  have 
been  suspended  ;  the  Board  of  Trustees  have  not  been  con- 
vened since  the  passage  of  the  act  entitled  an  act  to  amend 
the  laws  in.  relation  to  the  State  University,  approved 
December  19th,  1861,  and  in  the  present  state  of  the  country 
•a  quorum  cannot  be  conviently  assembled.  The  classifica- 
tion of  the  Trustees,  as  required: by  that  act,  has  not  been 
made,  and  cannot  now  be  made  according  to  its  terms.  In 
the  meantime  there  is  no  Executive  committee,  or  other 
officer  who  has  legal  charge  of  the  properly  and  the  cabi- 
nets, laboratory  and  libraries,and  the  astronimical  and  philo- 
sophical apparatus,  all  of  which  are"  of  the  most  valuable 
and  costly  character,  are  liable  to  destruction.  The  exer- 
cises of  the  college  will  not  probably  be  resumed  during 
the  war,  and  I  recommend  that  the  President  of  the  Board 
be  authorized  to  appoint  from  the  Trustees,  an  Executive 
committee  to  manage  the  affairs  of  the  University  and  pro- 
vide for  the  preservation  of  its  property,  t,r  that  the  number 
of  Trustees  necessary  to  constitute  a  quorum  be  reduced  to 
three,  so  that  a  meeting  may  behad. 

The  act  of  December  19,  1861,  should  be  amended  so  as 
to  continue  the  whole  board  in  office,  or  a  new  board  should 
be  elected. 

Since  the  adjournment  of  the  last  Legislature,  a  vacancy 
has  been  created  in  the  Board  of  Trustees,  by  the  death  of 
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the  Hon.  Cotesworth  Pinckney  Smith,  so  long  and  so  hon- 
orably connected  with  that  Institution.  Sad  as  have  been 
the  inroads  which  death  has  made  upon  our  State  in  the 
last  twelve  months,  the  demise  of  none  of  her  sons  has 
caused  a  wider  or  more  heartfelt  sorrow.  Born  upon  the 
soil  of  Mississippi,  devoted  heart  and  soul  to  her  interest, 
and  watching  with  jealous  care  over  her  honor,  •  Judge 
Smith  spent  a. long  and  laborous  life  in  her  service.  In  the 
forum,  in  the  Senate  Chamber,  and  upon  the  bench  he 
labored  with  a  zeal  that  knew  no  weariness,  and  with  a 
purity  of  patriotism  and  a  loftiness  of  purpose  that  has  had 
few  parallels.  In  every  position  he  occupied,  his  great 
talents,  his  profound  erudition,  his  extensive  legal  attain- 
ments and  the  unquestioned  purity  of  his  character,  slfed 
unfading  lustre  upon  the  annals  of  his  native  State,  and 
when  death  called  him  hence,  he  left  none  behind  him  whose 
names  will  live  longer  or  be  more  gratefully  enshrined  in 
the  hearts  of  the  people.  CPIAS.  CLARK.# 

Mr.  Minter  offered  the  following  resolution  :. 

Resolved,  (the  Senate  concurring,)  That  this  Legislature 
adjourn  sine  die  or/  Wednesday  the  9th  inst.,  at  12  o'clock  M. 

Which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Lowry  called  up  his  resolution  in  relation  to  Quarter- 
masters, Commissaries  &c. 

Mr.  Gowan  moved  to  amend  by  adding  postmasters,  mail 
contractors  and  mail  carriers. 

Mr.  Bradford  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  the  word  super- 
numeraries, before  the  word  commissaries. 

Which  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Falconer, 

The  resolutions  and  amendments  were  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  Military  Affairs. 

Mr.  Falconer,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  persons  falsely  , 
representing  themselves  as  Government  Agents. 

Which  was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  Rucks  introduced  a  joint  resolution  to  allow  time  to 
the  Clerk  of  the  House  and  Secretary  of  the  Senate  to  bring 
tip  the  business  of  the  session. 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
adopted. 

Mr.  Gowan  by  leave  introduced  a  bill  to  entitled 

An  act  to  repeal  an  act  to  prevent  hawking  and  peddling, 
approved  January  23,  1863. 

Was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules  and  referred 
to  the  committee  of  Ways  and  Means. 


Mr.  TTpshaw  from  the  committee  on  Military  Affairs  made 
the  following  reports  : 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
an  act  to  be  entitled  an  act  for  the  benefit  of  the  Cavalry 
companies  oommanded  by  Captains  Mitchell,  Williams  and 
Johnson,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  have 
instructed  me  to  recommend  that  it  do  not  pass. 

Which  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Speaker — 

Thi-  committee  on  Military  Affairs  to  whom  was  referred 
an  act,  to  be  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  C.  E.  Murphree, 
of  Coahoma  county,  have  had  the  same  unijer  consideration, 
and  have  instructed  me  to  recommend  that  the  same  do  pass. 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  read  twice  uuder  a  suspension  of  the  rules  and 
referred  to  the  committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Thompson  in  the  chair. 

After  some  time  spent  therein, 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  House- 
with  the  recommendation  that  it  do  pass. 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  Arnold  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  commute  the  pay  of  Registers  and  Receivers  of 
the  several  Land  Offices  in  this  State. 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  Public  Lands. 

On  motiou  of  Mr.  Downs, 

The  House  adjourned  until  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

THREE    O'CLOCK,    P.    M. 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison,  moved  to  take  from  the  table  a  bill 
to  be  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  D.  H.  Maury. 

Which  was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Falconor, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  oommittee  of  the  Whole  on 
said  bill.  # 

Mr.  Seal  of  Harrison,  in  the  chair. 

After  sometime  spent  therein, 

The  committee  rqse  and  reported  the  bill  back  to  the 
House,  with  the  recommendation  that  the  bill  do  not  pass. 

Mr.  Johnson  of  Wilkinson,  moved  that  the  report  be  re- 
ceived and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Seal,  of  Harison,  called  for  "a  division  of  the  question. 

The  report  was  received. 
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Mr.  Rucks  moved  that  the  report  be  agreed  to,  which  was 
decided  in  the  negative. 

The  bill  read  the  third  time  and  passed,  the  title  standing ' 
as  stated. 

Mr.  Eskridge  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  repeal  part  of  article  4,  chapter  9,  of  the 
Revised  Code. 

Which  was  road  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  U pshaw  from  the  committee  on  military  Affairs  made 
the  following  report : 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  Military  Affairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  first  battalion  of  Mississippi 
State  troops,  commanded  while  in  service  by  Major  Harper, 
have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  have  instructed 
me  to  present  a  substitute  bill  and  recommend  its  passage. 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

The  substitute  bill  reported  by  the  committee, 

Was  read  twice  under  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
referred  to  the  committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Brown  in  the  chair 

After  some  time  spent  therein,        * 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  House 
with  the  recommendation  that  it  do  pass. 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  the  bill  read  the  third  time  and 
passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mr  Rucks  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by  which 
the  House  this  morning  passed  a  Senate  bill  to  be  entitled 
an  act  to  enable  the  Railroad  Companies  of  this  State  to  pay 
the  monies  borrowed  by  them,  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rogers, 

The  Clerk  wTas  instructed  to  send  to  the  Senate  for  paid 
bill. 

Mr.  Shelley  moved  that  the  House  adjourn  until  7  1-2 
o'clock  to-night. 

Mr.  Rogers  nioved  that  the  House  adjourn  until  Monday 
morning. 

Which  wras  lost. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  motion  to  adjourn 
until  7  1-2  o'clock  this  evening. 

A  division  being  called  for,  no  quorum  appearing,  a  call 
of  the  House  was  ordered. 

On  a  call  of  the  roll  no  quorum  appeared. 

On  motion, 

The  House  adjourned  until  Monday  morning,  at  9 
o'clock. 
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MONDAY,  December  7t 


.  The  House  met  pursuant  to,  adjournment. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Prewitt, 

The  reading  of  the  journal  was  dispensed  with. 

On  a  call  of  the  roll  a  quorum  appeared. 

Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison,  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  Hon.  F.  E.  Turley,  late  a  Eepresenta- 
-tive  from  the  city  of  Vicksburg,  who  now  occupies  a  seat 
upon  this  floor,  by  the  unanimous  consent  of  the  House,  is 
hereby  "invested  with  all  the  rights  and  privileges  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  House  from  Vicksburg,  so  far  as  the  same  can  be 
done  under  the  laws  and  Constitution  of  the  the  State,  until 
the  general  election  in  October  1865,  unless  a  member  is 
sooner  elected  from  that  city,  as  now  prescribed  by  law. 

Which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  Owen  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  hereafter  no  member  be  allow<  d  to  speak 
more  than  once  on  any  subject,  and  that  he  speak  to  the 
subject.  • 

Mr.  Seal,  of  Harison,  moved  that  the  rule  requiring"  one 
day's  notice  of  motion  to  change  a  standing  rule  of  the 
House  be  suspended. 

Which  was  lost. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rucks, 

The  call  of  the  counties  was  dispensed  with. 

Mr.  Watson,  from  the  committee  on   the  Judiciary,  made, 
the  following  reports. 
Me.  Speaker — 

The  Judiciary  committee,  to  whom  'was  referred  a  bill 
entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  families  of  soldiers  of 
Pontotoc  county,  and  also  other  bills  of  a  similar  character, 
have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  herewith  report 
a  substitute  for  all  of  said  bills,  and  recommend  that  it  do 
pass.  ' 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

The  substitute  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of 
the  families  of  soldiers  in  the  counties  therein  mentioned, 
and  for  other  purposes, 
gJWas   read  twice  under  a   suspension  of  the  rules.   . 

Mr.  Allen  moved  to  amend  by  inserting,  to  the  county  of 
DeSoto  four  thousand  dollars,  (4,000.) 

Which  was  adopted. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Watson, 

The  bill  read   three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 
Mr,  Speaker—  '  ■  * 

The  Judiciary   committee  to   whom   was  referred  a  bill 
H— 19 
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entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  amend 
the  charter  of  the  Columbus  Life  and  General  Insurance 
Company,  and  the  Mississippi  Mutual  Insurance  Company, 
approved  January  25th,  1862,  have  had  the  same  under  con- 
sideration, and  have  instructed  me  to  report  it  back  to  the 
House  together  with  a  substitute  therefore,  with  the  recom- 
mendation that  the  substitute  do  pass. 

Which  report  was  received  and  agreed  to.      i 

The  substitute  bill  was  read  three  several  times  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rules  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as 
stated. 

The  Judiciary  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  Senate 
lull  entitled  an  act  to  amend  art.  32,  sec.  8,  of  the  Revised 
Code,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  have  in- 
structed me  to  report  favorably  on  said  bill,  and  recommend 
its  passage. 

The  report  was  received  and  agreefl  to. 

The  bill  was  then  read  third    time  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  .stated.    . 
Mu.  Speaker —  * 

The  Judiciary  committee  have  had  under  consideration  a 
Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  for  the  disposition  of  aliens 
residing  within  the  limits  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  and 
have  instructed  me  to  report  the  same  back  to  the  House 
with  recommendation  thafc  it  do  pass. 

Report  received  and  agreed  to. 

The    bill    was    read    third    time    under    a    suspension    of 
the  rules,  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Judiciary  committee  have  considered  a  Senate  bill  to 
be  entitled  an  act  to  better  provide  for  security  in  criminal 
offences,  and  have  instructed  me  to  report  the  same  back  to 
the  House,  with  the  recommendation  that  it  do  not  pass. 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 
Mr..  Speaker —      * 

The  committee  on  the  Judiciaiy.  to  whom  was  referred  a 
hill  to  be  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  soldiers  in  the  ser- 
vice of  the  State  or  Confederate  State,  has  considered  the 
same,  and  instructed  me  to  return  the  bill  to  the  House  with 
a  recommendation  that  it  do  not  pass. 

Mr.  Watson,  moved  that  the  report  be  received  and 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Stephens  called  for  a  division  of  the  question. 

The  report  was  received. 

Question  on  agreeing.     The  report  was  agreed  tc. 
Mr.  Speaker — 

'The  Judiciary  committee  to  whom  was  referred  several 
bills  entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  attachment  laws,  have  had 
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the  same  under  consideration,  and  herewith  report  a  substi- 
tute therefor,  with  the  recommendation  that  the  same  do 
pass. 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

The  substitute  bid  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of, 
the  rides. 

Mr.  Watson  moved,  the  indefinite  postponement-  of  the 
billj  which  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays 
being  called  for  by  Messrs.  Seal  of  Harrison,  Falconer  and 
Gully. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Allen,  Arnold,  Bestor,  Boon,  Brown,  Clark, 
Cunningham,  Daniel,  Eskridge,  Fowler,  Fox,  Falconer,  Fort, 
Gully,  Grace,  High,  Hendon,  Isom,  Ii'by,  Jackson, 
Johnson  of  Tippah,  Moore,  Morehead,  Murdoch,  McLemore, 
IvlcLaurin,  Pounds,  Powe,  Pinson,  Prevvitt,  Rogers,  Staples, 
Shelley,  Sutton,  Stubbs  of  Smith,  Thompson,  ITpshaw,  Wells, 
Wier  and  Watson. — 40. 

ISTays^Mi-.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Barton,  Barnett,  Deason  of 
Copiah,  Foxworth,  Govvan,  Johnson  of  Wilkinson,  Lewers, 
Minter,  Maxwell,  McKay  of  Neshoba,  McElroy,  McNiel, 
Ross,  Seal  of  Harrison,  Seal  of  Flancock  and  Stephens.— 17. 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  the  Judiciary,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  appoint  general  administrators 
for  Lauderdale  and  Newton  counties,  have  considered  the 
same,  and  instructed  me  to  report  the  same  back  to  the 
House,  with  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass. 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Thompson  from  the  committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
made  the  following  reports  : 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  referred 
a  House  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  eupp-limentary  to  an  act 
better  to  provide  for  the  families  of  our  soldiers,  approved 
January  3d,  1863,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration, 
and  instructed  me  to  report  the  same  back  to  the  Bouse  with 
a  recommendation  that  the  same  do  not*  pass. 

Mr.  Thompson  moved  that  the  report  be  received  and 
agreed  to. 

Mr.  Eskridge  called  for  a  division  of  the  question.1 
.    The  report  was  received,  question  on  agreeing. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Murdock,  ' 

The  bill  was  recommitted  to  the  committe  of  Ways  and 
Means  with  instructions  to  report  a  bill  prohibiting  the  pro- 
duction of  cottonbeyond  a  fixed  amount. 
Mr.  Speaker —    . 

The  committee  of  Ways  and  Means,- to  whom  was  referred 
House  bdl  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  repeal  an  act  to, prevent 
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hawking'  and  peddling,  approved  January  29th,  1863,  have 
had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  recommend  that  the 
same  do  pass. 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Seal,  of  Harisoo,  moved  the  indefinate  postponement 
of  the  bill,  which  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas 
and  nays  called  for  by  Messrs.  Seal,  of  Hanson,  Fowler  and 
Gully. 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Barton,  Brown,  Barnett, 
Clark,  Daniel,  Eskridge,  Fowler,  Foxworth,  Falconer,  Fort. 
Tsom,  Irby,  Johnson  of  Wilkinson,  Johnson  of  Tippah,  Min- 
ter,  Morehead,  Maxwell,  McLemore,  MeElroy,  Owen,  Pounds, 
Powe,  Rucks,  Rogers,  Ross,  Seal  of  Harrison,  Wells  and 
Watson— 29. 

Nays — Messrs.  Allen,  Arnold,  Bestor,  Boon,  Cunningham, 
Deason  of  Copiah,  Fox,  Gulley,  Gray,  Gowan,  High,  Hen- 
don,  Lewers,  Murdock,  McKay  of  Neshoba,  McLaurin, 
McNeil,  Pope,  Piuson,  Prewitt,  Staples,  Shelley^  Sutton, 
Stubbs  of  Smith,  Stephens,  Thompson,  Upshaw  and  Wier. 
—28. 

Mr.  Bestor  from  the  committee  on  education  reported  a 
bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  amend  the  laws  in  relation  to 
the  State  University. 

Which  was  read  three  several  times  under  a  susjjension  of 
the  rules  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated.  ' 

Mr.   High,  from  the   committee   on   County    Boundaries 
made  the  following  report: 
Mr.  Speaker — 

^he    committee    on    County   Boundaries  to   whom   was 
referred  the  bill  entitled  an  act  to  repeal  an  act  to  annex  a 
part  of  Talahatchie  county  to  the  county  of  Sunflower,  and  . 
for  other  purposes,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration, 
and  recommend  that  it  do  not  pass. 

Mr.  High  moved  that  the  report  be  received  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Eskridge  called  for  a  division  of  the  question. 

The  report  was  received. 

Question  on  agreeing.     The  report  was  agreed  to. 

The  following  communications  were  read  to  the  House  : 

QUARTESMASTER  Gex'i.S  Dep'T.  S.  M.      ) 

Columbus,  Miss.,  Dec.  7,  1863.  J 

Hon.  L.  H.  Houston, 

SpeakA*  of  the  House  of  Reprreseixtativcs  : 

Dear  Sir:  Major  L.  Minis,  Chief  Quarterrcater  for  this 
State,  is  desirous  of  securing  the  active  co-operation  of  the 
membei'S  of  the  Legislature  in  his  laudable  efforts  to  shield 
oar  fa.thful  and  gallant  soldiers  against  suffering  from  cold 
and  inclement  weather. 
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Yoti  will  "therefore  please  have  read  for  the  information  of 
.the  members  the  enclosed  communication. 
I  ran  sir,  very  respectfully, 

A.  M.  WEST, 
Q»  M.  Gen'l  State  Mississippi. 
Office  Chief  Q.  M.  for  Mississippi,    ) 
Enterprise,  Miss.,  Dec.  3d,  1863.      j 
The  members  of  the  Mississippi  Legislature  are  hereby 
appointed  agents  of  this  Department  for  their  respective 
counties,  for  the  purchase  of  the  following  articles  : 
Blankets,  Carpets,  Shoes,  Socks,  Wool  and  Leather. 
They  will  pay  the  prices  paid  by  the  Impressment  Com- 
missioners of  this  State     They  will  send  or  deliver  such  pur- 
chases  as   they   make   to   either   of  the   following  named 
officers  as  may  be  most  convenient,  when  the  whole  a  mount 
due  for  their  purchases,  as'  well  as  all  expenses  incurred, 
will  be  promptly  paid,  viz  : 

Capt.  T.  C.  McMackiu,     A.  Q.  M.     Jackson. 
"      P.  C.  Englesing,  "  Br'ookhaven-. 

"       S.  A.  Shortrfdge,  u  Canton. 

"      O.P.Theobald,  "      -       Enterprise. 

"      F.  Ingate,  "  Okolona. 

«       W.  B.  Lucas,  "  Macon. 

Maj.    J.W.Anderson,'      Q.  M.      "Columbus. 
"       W.  P.  Avent,        -        "  -Oxford. 

L.  MIMS, 
Maj.  and  Chief  Q.  M.  for  Mississippi. 
The  committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances  made 
following  report :  '    • 

Me.  Speaker — 

The  standing  commit' ee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances, 
to  whom  was  referred  an  act  for  the  relief  of  William 
Beachum,  of  Itawamba  county,  have  had  the  same  under 
consideration,  and  have  instructed  me  to  report  'said  bill 
back  to  the  House,  wjth  a  recommendation  that  it  do  pass. 
Which  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 
The  bill  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed,  the  title  stand- 
ing as  stated. 
Mb.  Speakee — 

The  committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances,  to  whom 
was  referred  the  petition  of  W.  D.  McCulloh,  Chaplain  of 
the  23d  Mississippi  Regiment,  have  had  the  same  under 
consideration,  and  have  instructed  me  to  report  that  the 
case  made  out  by  the  Petitioner  is  one  of  great  hardship 
and  gross  outrage,  and. your  committee  sincerely  wish  that 
it  was  in  their  power  to  recommend  some  plan  by  which 
immediate  and  instanianeous  relief  might  be  granted- to  the 
petitioner,  but  the  Chancery  Courts  of  the  State  are  the 
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only  tribunal,  where  according  to  law.  the  petitioner  can 
have  concelled  that  bond  which  your  committee  feel  must 
indeed,  under  all  the  circumstances,  be  now  odious  and 
hateful  to  him.  They  therefore  ask  to  be  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  subject. 
The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  standing  committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  complaint  aud  enqury  of  Jessee  ' 
Barnett,  of  Jasper  county,  have  had  the  same  under  con- 
sideration, and  have  instructed  me  to  report  that  in 
their  judgement  the  Legislature  has  no  power  to  interfere 
in  his  behalf,  they  therefore  ask  to  be  discharged  from  tb.9 
further  consideration  of  the  subject. 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Speaker —  < 

The  standing  committee  on  Propositions  and  Grievances, 
to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief 
of  James  Reedy,  Sheriff  and  Tax  collector  of  Holmes  county, 
have  had  the  same  under  consideration,  and  have  instructed 
■  me  to  report  the  bill  back  to  the  House  with  a  recommenda- 
tion that  the  same  do  pass 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  and  passed, 

The  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  "Fox  from  the  committee  on  Public  Lands  mand  the  fol- 
lowing reports : 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  Public  Lands,  to  whom  was  referred  a 
bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  commute  the  pay  of  Registers  and 
Receivers  of  the  several  land  offices,  have  had  the  same  under 
consideration  and  instructed  me  to  report  a  substitute  for  the 
bill,  with  a  recommendation  that  the  substitute  be  passed. 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed*  to. 
'     The  substitute  bill  was  read  three   several  times  under  a 
suspension  of  the  rules  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

The  committee  on  Public  Lands  to  whom  was  referred  a 
bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of.  Isham  Dansby  of 
2>ewton  county,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration  and 
instructed  me  to  report  the  bill  back  to  the  House,  with  a  re- 
commendation that  it  be  passed. 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 
*  The  bill  was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  .Murdock  from  the  committee  on  Claims  made  the  fol- 
lowing report : 
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Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  cm  Claims  to  whom  was  referred  the  account 
of  A.  S.  Harmon,  have  instructed  me  to  report  that  in  its  pre- 
sent shape  it  should  not  he  allowed,  and  recommend  that  the 
claimant  have  leave  to  withdraw  his  said  claim. 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

The  committee  on  Claims  to  whom  was  referred  the  claim 
of  Thos.  Lampley  for  nine  bales  of  cotton  distributed  to  the 
poor  of  Wayne  county,  have  had  the  same  under  considera- 
tion and  recommend  that  the  claimant  have  leave  to  withdraw 
his  claim,  believing  that  the  Board  of  Police  of  said  county  is 
the  proper  party  to  settle  it. 

The  committe  on  Claims  to  whom'  was  referred  the  applica- 
tion of  William  H.  Key.es,  have  had  the  same  under  consider- 
ation and  have  instructed  me  to  report  that  in  the  judgment 
of  your  committee  it  is  inexpedient  to  grant  the  relief  asked 
for. 

The  committee  on  Claims  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to 
be  entitled  an  act  to  increase  the  fees  of  the  sheriff  and  clerk 
of  probate  of  Amite  County,  have  instructed  me  to  report  the 
same  back  to  the  House  with  the  recommendation  that  it  do 
not  pass. 

Which  were  received  and  agreed  to.  % 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Murdock  Mr.  Brown  was  added  to  the 
Committee  on  Claims. 

Mr.  Upshaw,  by  leave  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an 
act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  J.  Eortson, 

Which  was  read-  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  Upshaw  oy  leave  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act 
for  the  relief  of  John  Vernon,  sheriff  of  Monroe  county, 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
referred  to  the  Committe*e  on  Claims. 

'    Mr.   Irby,   IVom   the   committee  on  Enrolled   Bills,  made 
the  following  report': 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  beg  leave  to  report  that 
they  have  examined  the  following  enrolled  bills  and  find  the 
same  correctly  enrolled,  and  have  presented  them  to  His  Ex- 
cellency the  Governor  for  his  approval  and  signature,  to-wit : 

An  act  entitled  an  act  to  provide  for  the  redemption  of  lands 
sold  to  the  State  for  taxes,  at  the  office  of  the  Auditor  of 
Public  Accounts. 

An  act  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  J.  D.  W.  Duckworth, 
sheriff  and  tax  collector  of  Smith  county. 

An  act  entitled  an  act  amendatory  of  article  six,  ch.  3,  page 
292  of  the  revised  code,  and  for  other  purposes. 
;  The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  : 

■ 
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« 
Mr.  Speaker—  . 

The  Senate  have  passsed  a  joint  resolution  granting  leave 
of  absence  to  James  S.  Hamm,  Judge,  &c,  and  S.  M.  Meek, 
District  Attorney,  &c. 

Also  House  bills  entitled  and  act  to  repeal  articles  55  and 
56  of  section  10  of  chapt.  35  of  the  revised  code,  which  make 
void  devisees  and  bequests  for  religious  and  charitable  purpo- 
ses. 

A  House  bill  entitled  an  act  to  provide  for  the  punishment 
of  persons  falsely  representing  themselves  as  government 
agents. 

A  House  bill  entitled  an  act  to  aulhorize  Mrs.  Narcissa  L. 
Barksdale  to  emancipate  her  slave  John. 

A  House  resolution  allowing  the  clerk  of  the  House  and 
secretary  of  the  Senate  additional  time  to  bring  up  the  busi- 
ness of  the  session. 

The  Senate  consent  to  a  committee  of  conference  on  the 
disrgreement  of  the  two  Houses  on  Senate  amendments  to 
House  bill  entitled  an  act  to  procure  cotton  and  wool  cards 
and  other  articles  for  indigent  families  of  soldiers  and  citizens 
of  the  State. 

The  President  has  appointed  Messrs.  Wilson,  Oliver  and 
Qui n» on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  Senate  adhere  to  their  amendment   to  House  bill  enti- 
,  tied  an  act  to   encourage  the  manufacture  of  cotton  and  wool 
cards  in  this  State,  and  ask  a  committee  of  conference  thereon. 
The  President  appointed  Messrs.  Moore,  Jordan  ancl  Ham- 
ilton as  said  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Governor 
through  his  private  Secretary: 

Executive  Office,      ) 
Columbus,  Dec.  7,  1863.  j" 
Mr.  Speaker — 

I  am  instructed  by  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  to  inform 
the  House  that  he  did,  on  the  5th  inst.,  sign  and  approve 
the  following  House  bills,  entitled: 

•  An  act  making  certain  appropriations  for   the   State  Insti- 
tute for  the  Blind. 

An  act  to  provide  for  obtaining  Jurors  in  the  circuit  courts 
of  this  State.  '» 

An  act  to  amend  the  law  relative  to  sueing  out  the  writ  of 
Habeas  Corpus. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  heirs  and  distributees  of  J.  S. 
Terrell,  Jr.,  deceased. 

An  act  entitled  an  act  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  Probate 
Judge  of  Lauderdale  county.  * 

An  act  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Police  of 
Jasper  county  to  correct  the  levy  of  the  Poor  Tax  of  said 
county. 
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An  act  entitled  an  act'further  to  provide  for  so'diers'  and 
other  families  in  the  county  of  Attala. 

An  act  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Probate  Clerk 
of  Newton  county. 

An  act  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  the  members  of  the 
Board  of  Police  of  Wayne  county  to  discharge  the  duties  of 
School  Commissioners,  and' for  other  purposes. 

An  act  eniitled  an  act  to  enable  the  Police  Court  of  Mon- 
roe county  to  levy  a  tax  for' the  support  of  the  dependants 
of  soldi'ers  &c,  from  said  county. 

joint  resolution  to  print  a  certain  act. 

A  resolution  of  thanks  to  the  mothers,  wives,  sisters_and 
daughters  of  the  State.     • 

Resolution  of  thanks. 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  aid  in  strength- 
ening the  army  of  the  Co/ifederate  States. 

Executive  Office, 
,  *  Columbus,  December  7th,  1863. 

Me.  Speaker — 

I  am  instructed  by  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  to  deliver 
to  you  his  message  in  writing  with  the  accompanying  Bill : 

Executive  Offick,      ) 
Columbus,  December  7th,  1863.  ) 
Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Representatives : 

I  return  for  your  consideration  a  bill  entitled  an  act  "to 
'incorporate  the  Meridian  Manufacturing  Company."  .1  can- 
notapprove  it  because  it  is  without  limit  of  time,  and  is 
irrepealable  by  the  Legislature.  I  shall  do  all  in  my  power 
to  encourage  manufactures  and  the  mechanical  arts,  and  on  a 
proper- showing  will  not  refuse  charters  of  incorporation  un- 
der the  35th  chapter  of  the  Revised  Code  "concerning  corpo- 
rations and  associations,"  and.  while  that'statute  is  in  force  I 
can  see  no  necessity  for  encumbering  our  laws  with  special 
acts  for  incorporations  for  sm'aiF  companies. 

CHAS.  CLARK. 

Mr.  Bestor  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  aet  compelling  Railroad  companies  ta  be  responsible  for 
freight  and  bas-o-ao-e, 

Was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  oj  tke 
rules  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  Watson  introduced  a  bill  to  he  entitled 

An  act  in  reference  to  distillation,  &c,  • 

Which  was  referred,  to  the  Judiciary  committee  without 
reading.         * 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rucks, 

The  bill  entitled  an  act  amendatory  of  the  Revenue  law's  of 
this  State,  was  .  called  from  the  table  and  made  the  special 
order  for  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Gowan, 

The  House?  adjourned  until  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

THftEE   O'CLOCK,    P.    M. 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

On  a  call  of  the  roll  no  quorum  appearing,  the  Sergeant-at- 
Arms  was  directed  tobring  in  the  absentees. 

The  doors  being  closed,  the  Sergeant-at-Arras  brought  in 
several  gentlemen  who  were  severally  excused,  and  the  House 
proceeded  to  business.    ' 

Mr.  Clark  introduced  the  following  resolutions  : 

Whekeas,  The  State  Treasurer,  in  his  report  of  Oth  Xo- 
veraber,  failed  to  make  a  detai'ed  report  such  as  the  law  re- 
quires, by  not  giving  us  the  amounts  of  receipts  and  disburse- 
ments, and  the  amount  of  money  on  hand,  and  the  kinds  of 
funds  on  hand ;  and  whereas,  in  said  report  he  acknowledges 
that  there  is  enough  specie  on  hand  to  redeem  all  the  military 
notes  due  1st  June,  1862;  and  whereas,  this  House  passed  a 
resolution  requesting  the  Treasurer  to  report  to  this  House 
the  amount  of  receipts  and  disbursements,  and  the  aggregate 
amount  of  funds  on  hand,  and  especially  the  amount  of  each 
kind  of  funds;  and  whereas,  in.  his  report  in  answer  to  said 
resolution,  he  fails  to  report  both  the  amount  and  kind  of  such 
funds,  and  says  that  all  the  funds  on  hand  is  in  Confederate, 
cotton  and  military  notes.     Therefore,  be  it 

Resolved,  That  the  Treasurer  be  required  immediately  to 
report  to  this  House  the  amount  of  money  that  was  in  the 
Treasury  at  the  date  of  his  biennial  report,  dated  9th  Novem- 
ber, 1863,  together  with  the  kinds  of  money  then  on  hand, 
showing  in  detail  the  amount  of  Confederate,  cotton,  ^tate 
military  notes,   and  coin,    making  up  said  aggregate  amount 

The  resolutions  were  adopted. 

Mr.  Isom  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  amend  an  act  authorizing  the  issuance  of  treasury 
notes  as  advances  upon  cotton, 

Which  was  read  once. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  spe- 
cial order  for  3  o'clock,  to-wit : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  amendatory  of  the  Revenue 
laws  of  this  State, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  "Whole  on 
said  bill, 

Mr;  Upshaw  in  the  chair. 

After  some  time  spent  therein, 

The  committee  rose,  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  House 
with  sundry  amendments,  and  recommended  that  the  bill  as 
amended  do  pass. 
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The  report  was  received. 

Amendments  reported  by  committee  of  the  Whole: 

No.  1.  In  line  20,  after  word  "exchange,"  add   the  words 

"and  50  cents  on  every  dollar  of  United  States  Treasury  notes 

held  and  owned  by  any  citizen  of  this  State." 
•2.  Amend  line  27  by  adding  after  word  "plate,"  the  words 

"diamonds  and  jewelry." 

4.  In  27th  line,  after  word  "plate,"  strike  out  the  words 
"kept  for  use." 

5.  In  28th  line,  after  word  "piano,"  strike  out  the  words 
"kept  for  use." 

The  amendment  marked  No.  1,  was  voted  on  separately 
and  lost. 

The  other  amendments  were  adopted. 
.  The  bill  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed,  the  title  stand- 
ing as  stated. 

The  following  message    was   received  from  the  Senate 
through  their  private  Secretary : 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Senate,  in  answer  to  the  request  this  day  made  by  the 
House  for  the  return  of  a  bill  entitled  an  act  to  enable  the 
Railroad  companies  in  this  State  to  pay  the  monies  borrowed 
by  them,  have  adopted  the  following  resolution,  to-wit: 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  Senate,  the  bill  asked 
to  be  returned  to  the  House  of  Repretentatives,  has  become  a 
law  so  far  as  the  two  Houses  are  concerned,  and  by  the  Con- 
stitution the  Senate  has  no  further  control  over  the  bill  than 
to  cause  it  to  be  enrolled  and  placed  in  the  hands  of  the  en- 
rollment committee  for  the  signature  of  the  President  of  the 
Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House,  and  then  presented  to  the. 
Governor  for  his  signature. 

The  Senate  have  passed  a  substitute  to  House  bill  entitled 
an  act  to  provide  an  assistant  to  the  Quartermaster  General 
of  the  State.  Said  substitute  is  entitled  as  follows:  An  act 
to  provide  for  the  payment  of  certain  informal  claims  against 
the  State  of  Mississippi. 

The  Senate  has  adopted  the  following  resolution,  in  which 
the  concurrence  of  the  House  is  desired  : 

Resolved,  (the  House  concurring,)  That  the  two  Houses 
meet  in  joint  convention,  in  the  Representative  Hall,  on  to- 
morrow, the  8th  inst.,  at  12  o'clock  M.,  for  the  purpose  of 
electing  a  Superintendent  and  Clerk  of  the  Penitentiary. 

The  committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  through  Mr.  Irby,  made 
the  following  report : 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  beg  leave  to  report  that 
they  have  examined  a  resoultioh  and  bills  of  the  following 
titles  and  found  them  correctly  enrolled,  to-wit :     -, 

- 
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An  act  to  repeal  articles  55  and  56,  of  section  10,  of  chapter 
35,  of  the  Revised  Code,  which  make  void  devises  and  he- 
quests  to  religious  and  charitahle  purposes. 

An  act  to  authorize  Narcissa  L.  Barksdale  to  emancipate 
her  slave  John. 

Resolution  allowing  the  Clerk  Of  the  House  of  Representa- 
tives and  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  additional  time  to  bring 
tip  the  business  of  the  session. 

On  moiionof  Mr.  Brown, 

The  House  took  a  recess  until  v }  o'clock  to-night. 

1%  o'clock,  p.  x. 

Recess  having  expired,  the  House  resumed  its  session. 

On  a  call  of  the  roll  no  quorum  appeared. 

The  doors  were  ordered  to  be  closed,  and  the  Sergeant-at- 
Arms  ordered  to  bring  in  the  absent  members. 

!STo  quorum  appearing, 

The  House  adjourned  until  to-morrow  morning  at  9 
o'clock. 


TUESDAY,  Dec.  C.  !      3. 

The  House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Pifvyer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lyon. 

The  journal  of  yesterday  was  read  and  approved. 

On  a  call  of  the  roll  no  quorum  appeared. 

A  call  of  the  House  was  ordered. 

A  quorum  appearing,  the  call  of  the  House  wras  suspended. 

Mr.  Shelley,  by  leave,  introduced  joint  resolutions  in  rela- 
tion to  patting  negroes  in  the  army  as  cooks,  washers,  &c. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Eskridge, 

The  resolutions  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Watson,  from  the  Judiciary  committee,  reported  a  bill 
to  be  entitled  an  act  to  prohibit  the  distillation  of  grain,  su- 
gar, molasses,  and  any  other  substance,  in  the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi, except  under  the  direction  and  authority  of  the  Gov- 
ernor. 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Houston, 

The  report  and  bill  were  laid  on  the  table  and  made  the 
special  order  for  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison, 
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The  House  took  up  Senate  messages. 

House  concurred  in  Senate  joint' resolution  proposing  to  go 
into  joint  convention  at  12  o'clock,  on  the  8th  inst.,  for  the 
purpose  of  electing  a  Superintendent  and  Clerk  of  the  Peni- 
tentiary. 

Senate  substitute  .entitled-  "an  act  to  provide  for  the  pay- 
ment of  certain  informal  claims  against  the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi," for  House  bill  entitled  "an  act  to  provide  an  assistant 
to  the  Quartermaster  General  of  the  State," 

Was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and  referred 
to  the  committee. on  Claims. 

Senate  joint  resolution  granting  leave  of  absence  to  James 
S.  Hamm,  Judge  of  the  Circuit  Court  of  the  6th  Judicial 
District,  and  Samuel  M.  Meek,  District  Attorney  of  said  Dis- 
trict, was  read  once. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate;: 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  have  passed  bills  and  resolutions  of  the  follow- 
ing titles  : 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  H.  Whitley. 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Probate  Clerk  of 
Lauderdale  county. 

A  joint  resolution  in  regard  to  bills  and  joint  resolutions. 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  to  encburage  the  manufacturing  of 
wine  from  the  native  grape.' 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  to  aid  in  supplying  the  loss  of  the 
records  and  papers  in  the  Circuit  and  Chancery  .Courts  of 
Chickasaw  county  and  for  other  purposes. 

Also  passed  a  House  bill  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  the 
Probate  Clerks  in  this  State  to  record  anew  any  deeds  or 
other  instruments  required  by  law  to  be  recorded,-  when  the 
records  have  been  lost,  mutilated  or  destroyed,  passed  with 
amendments  thereto. 

A  House  bill  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Mississippi 
State  Troops  captured  at  Vicksburg,  passed  with  amend- 
ments. 

The    committee   on   Enrolled   Bills   made  the   following 
report: 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  beg  leave  to  report  that 
they  have  examined  the  following  enrolled  bill,  found  the 
same  correctly  enrolled,  and  have  submitted  it  to  his 
Excellency  the  Governor,  for  his  approval  and  signature, 
to  wit : 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  persons  falsely 
representing  themselves  as  Government  Agents. 

The  House  agreed  to  the  request  of  the  Senate  asking  for 
a  committee  of  conference  on 
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two  Houses  on  the  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  encourage  the 
manufacture  of  cotton  and  wool  .cards. 

The  Speaker  appointedMessrs.  Minter,  Rucks,  Stephens,! 
Eskridge  and  Cunningham.  .        .  • 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Governor 
through  his  Private  Secretary : 

Executive  Office,      ) 
Columbus,  Dec.  8th,  1863.  f 
Mr.  Speaker— 

I  am  instructed  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  to  inform 
the  House  that  he  did,  on  the  7th  inst.,  sign  and  approve  the 
following  House  bills  and  resolutions  entitled: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  J.  D.  W.  Duckworth,  Sheriff  and 
Tax  Collector  of  Smith  county. 

An  act  aajiendatory  of  article  (3,  chapter  3,  page  292  of  the 
Revised  Code,  and  for  other  purposes. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  redemption  of  lands  sold  to  the 
State  for  taxes  at  the  office  of  the  Auditor  of  Public  Ac- 
counts. 

An  act  to  authorize  Narcissa  L.  Barksdale  to.  emancipate 
her  slave  John. 

Resolution  to  allow  time  to  the  Clerk  of  the  House  of  Rep- 
resentatives and  the  Secretary  of  the  Senate  to  bring  up  the 
business  of  the  session. 

The  House  concurred  in  the  Senate  amendment  to  House 
bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  the  Probate  Clerks  in 
this  State  to  record  anew  any  deeds,  or  Other  instruments 
required  by  law  to  be  recorded,  when  the  records  have  been 
lost,  mutilated  or  destroyed. 

The  House  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  Sen- 
ate amendments  to  House  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  for  the 
relief  of  the  Mississippi  State  Troops  captured  at  Vicksburg. 
.  Mr.  Eskridge  moved  that  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill  and  amendments  be  indefinitely  postponed,  which  was 
decided  in  the  negative  by  yeas  and  nays  as  follows : 

Yeas — Messrs.  Allen,  Bestor,  Barton,  Clark,  Cunningham, 
Eskridge,  Fowler,  Falconer,  Grace,  Irby,  Johnson  of  Wilkin- 
son, Lewers,  Minter,  Maxwell,  McLemore,  McNiel,  Prewitt, 
Staples,  Seal  r)f  Harrison,  Thompson,  Wells,  Wier  and  Wat- 
son—23. 

Nays — Messrs.  Arnold,  Bradford,  Boon,  Brown,  Denson 
of  Jones;  Daniel,  Fox,  Fort,  Gully,  Gowan,  High,  Hendon, 
Isom,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Tippah,  Moore,  Morehead,  Mur- 
doch, McKay  of  Neshoba,  McLaurin,  McElroy,  Pope,  Powe, 
Pounds,  Pinson,  Rucks,  Rogers,  Seal  of  Hancock,  Shelley. 
Stubbs'of  Smith,  Stephens  and  Upshaw — 31. 
The  Senate  amendments  were  then  concurred  in. 
Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  encourage  the  manufac- 
ture of  wine  from  the  native  grape. 
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Mr.  Bestor  moved  to  amend  by  inserting  the  word  "pure," 
before  the  word  wine, 

Which  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sell,  of  Harrison,  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

Mr.  Watson  moved  to  amend  by  adding  the  following : 

Provided  that  not  more  than  ten  dollars  per  gallon,  and  in 
that  proportion  for  a  smaller  quantity,  shall  be  asked  or  re- 
ceived for  any  wine  sold  under  the.  provisions  of  this  act. 

Which,  on  motion  ■of  Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison,  was  laid  on  the 
table. 

The  bill  was  then  read  a  third  time  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

The  Senate  joint  resolution  in  relation  to  bills  and  joint  re- 
solutions, 

Was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Seal-,  of  Harrison,  laid  on  "the  table. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Probate 
clerk  of  Lauderdale  county, 

Was  read  three  several  times,  the  rules  being  suspended, 
and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  au  act  for  the  relief  of  Robert  IT. 
Whitley, 

Was  read  three  several  tmies  under  a  suspension  rea 
■the  rules,  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  aid  in  supplying  the  loss 
of  the  Records  and  papers  in  the  circuit  and  chancery  courts 
of  Chickasaw  county, 

Was  read  three  several  times,  under  a  suspension  of  the 
Tales,  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  Murdoch,  by  leave,  introduced  a.  bill  to  be  entitled  an 
act  to  encourage  the  introduction  of  live  stock  and  provisions 
from  within  the  lines  of  the  enemy, 

Which  was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  Isom  called  from  the  orders  of  the  day, 

An  act  to  amend  au  act' authorizing  the  issuance  of  Treasu- 
ry l^otes  as  advances  on  Cotton. 

Was  read  a  second  and  third  time  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rules  and.  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Sea!  of  Harrison,  the  House  took  a  re- 
cess of  five  minutes  in  order  to  prepare  the  House  for  the  re- 
ception of  the  Senate  to  the  end  that  the  two  Houses  go  into 
joint  convention  for  tile  purpose  of  electing  a  Superintendent 
and  clerk  of  the  Penitentiary. 

Recess  having  expired  the  clerk  was  instructed  to  inform 
the  Senate  that  the  House  was  in  readiness  for  their  reception, 
for  the  purpose  of  going  into  joint  convention  tp  elect  a  clerk 
and  superintendent  of  the  Penitentiary. 

The  Senate  having  been  informed,  entered  and  took  the 
seats  assigned  them. 
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The  President  of  the  Senate  stated  the  object  of  the  meet- 
ing. * 

Mr.  Barton  of  the  House  rqpved  that  the  convention  pro- 
ceed to  the  election  of  superintendent  and  clerk  of  the  Peni- 
tentiary by  ballot. 

Messrs.  Griffin  of  the  Senate  and  Lowers  of  the  House, 
were  appointed  Tellers. 

Mr.  Rucks  of  the  House,  nominated  E.  P.  Russell  of  Hinds 
county,  as  a  candidate  for  superintendent  of  the  Penitentiary. 

There  being  no  other  nominations,  Mr.  E.  P.  Russell  was 
elected  by  acclamation,  and  declared  duly  elected  superinten- 
dent of  the  Penitentiary  for  the  term  prescribed  by  huv. 

For  Clerk  of  the  Penitentiary,  Mr.  Wilson*  of  the  Senate,   • 
nominated  C,  C.  Moore,  of  Monroe,  county. 

Mr.  Gully,  of  the  House,  nominated  Thomas  J.  Eldrige,  of 
Kemper  county. 

On  the  first  ballot, 

C.  C  Moore  received 40  votes. 

Thos.  J.  Eldrige '. ' 35      " 

Whole  number  of  votes  cast. .  - 77 

Necessary  to  a  choice.,  . 39 

Scattering  ...:... 2 

Mr.  Moore  having  received  a  majority  of  all  the  votes  cast, 
was  declared  duly  elected  Clerk  of  the  Penitentiary„for  the 
term  prescribed  by  law., 

The  Senate  retired. 

The  House  proceeded  to  business. 

Mr.  Morehead  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an 
act  to  provide  for  the  exemption  of  certain  officers  from  ser- 
vice in  -.the  provisional  army  of  the  Confederate  States, 

Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules,  and 
passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  Bradford  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an 
act  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  Probate  Judge  of  Itawamba 
county. 

Which  was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules,  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  Thompson,  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  enable  the  several  Boards  of  Police  to  compen- 
sate the  Clerks  of  the  Piobate  (Jburts  for  labor  performed  by 
them*  ^ 

Which  was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  and  passed,  tbe  title  standing  ;  s  stated. 

Mr.  Watson,  from  the  Judiciary  committee,  made  the  fol- 
lowing report: 

The  Judiciary  Committee  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill 
to  be  entitled  an  act   to  levy  .and  collect  a  tax  of  thirty-three 
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and  one-third  per  cent,  on  all  persons  refusing  to  receive  Con- 
federate Treasury  notes  in  payment  of  dues,  have  had  the 
same  under  consideration,  and  ask  leave  to  report  the  same 
back  to  the  House,  with  a  substitute  recommending  that  the 
substitute  do  pass. 

The  report  of  the  committe  was  receivedftand  agreed  to. 

The  bill  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  Eskridge  moved  a  suspension  of  the  rules  to  the  end 
that  the  bill  be  read  the  third  time  and  passed.    . 

Pending  which,  .  *    . 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Wilkinson, 

The  House  adjourned  until  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

THREE    O'CLOCK,    P.    M. 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  House  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  question  pend- 
ing on  adjournment,  to- wit : 

The  motion  to  suspend. the  rules  for  the  third  reading  of  the 
bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  raise  additional  revenue. 

Mr.  Eskridge  offered  the  following  amendment : 

Add. at  end  of  sec.  2:  "Provided,  Executors,  Administra- 
tors and  Guardians  shall  be  exempt  from  the  provisions  of 
this  act." 

Mr.  Minter  proposed  to  amend  by  striking  out  twenty  per 
cent,  and  inserting  10  per  cent. 

Mr.  Irby  moved  t'hat  the  House  resolve  itself  into  commit- 
tee of  the  Whole  on  the  bill, 

Which  was  lost. 

Mr.  Seal,  of  Hai*rison,  moved  the  indefinite  postponement 
of  the  bill,  which  was  decided  in  the  affirmative  by  yeas  and 
nays  called  for  by  Messrs.  Bradford,  Seal  of  Harrison,  and 
Johnson  of  Tippah: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Allen,  Arnold,  Barton,  Deason  of  Jones, 
Daniel,  Fowle;*,  Fox,  Foxworth,  Fort,  Gully,  Hendon, 
Jackson,  Johnson  of  Wilkinson,  Johnson  of  Tippah, 
Morehead,  McLemore,  McKay  of  Neshoba,  McNeil,  Owen, 
Pope,  Powe,  Pinson,  Prewitt,  Rucks,  Seal  of  Harrison,  Seal 
of  Hancock,  Shelley,  Stubbs  of  Smith,  Thompson  and' 
Wells— 28. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Bradford,  Bestor,  Boon,  Cun- 
ningham, Eskridge,  Falconer,  Grace,  Gowan,  High,  Irby, 
Lewers,  Minter,  Moore,  Maxwell,  McLaurin,  McElroy,  Ror 
gers,  Ross,  Staples,  Stephens,  Upshaw,  Wierand  Watson— 24. 

The  bill  was  indefinitely  postponed. 

Mr.  Watson  called  up  the  special  order  for  3  o'clock  to-day, 
to-wit : 

The  bill  entitled  an  act  to  prohibit  the  distillation  of  grain, 
<H— 20 
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Srfgar  and  molasses,  and  any  other  substances,  in  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  except  under  the  direction  and  authority  of  the 
Governor. 

On  motion  Of  Mr.  Watson, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  Whole  on 
said  bill.  * 

Mr.  Falconer  in  the  chair. 

After  sometime  spent  therein, 

The^commv.ttee  rose  and  reported  progress  and  disked  leave 
to  sit  again  immediately. 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

Sir.  Watson  moved  a  call  of  the  House. 

The  doors  being  closed  the  roll  was  then  called,  and  a  quo- 
rum appeared. 

The  House  again  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the 
Whole, 

Mr.  -Falconer  in  the  Chair.  « 

After  some  time  spent  therein, 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  House 
with  the  recommendation  that  it  d.o  not  pass. 

Mr.  Falconer  moved  that  the  report  be  received  and  agreed 
to. 

Mr.  Watson  called  for  a  division  of  the  question. 

The  report  was  received. 

Question  on  agreeing. 

Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison,  moved  that  the  bill  and  amendments 
be  laid  on  the  table,  which  was  decided  in  the  negative  by 
yeas  and  nays  called  for  by  Messrs.  Rogers,  Seal  of  Harrison, 
and  Stubbs  of  Smith  : 

Ykas — Messrs.  Arnold,  Rradford,  Boon,  Barton,  Fox,  Fox- 
wovth,  Gully,  Gowan,  Irby,  Jackson,  Morehead,  Maxwell^ 
McKay  of  Neshoba,  McElroy,  Pope,  Pinson,  Prewit,  Rogers, 
Staples,  Seal  of  Harrison,  Seal  of  Hancock,  Shelley,  Stubbs  of 
Smith,  and  Weir — 24. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Allen,  Bestor,  Brown,  Clark, 
Cunningham,  Deason  of  Jones,  Daniel,  Eskridge,  Fowler, 
Falconer,  Fort,  Grace,  High,  Hendon,  Johnson  of  Wilkinson, 
Johnson  of  Tippah,  Lewers,  Minter,  Moore,  Muidock,  McLe- 
more,  McLaurin,  McNeil,  Owen,  Powe,  Rucks,  Ross,  Ste- 
phens, Thompson,  Upshaw,  Wells  and  Watson— -33. 

The  vote  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  the  Whole  that  the  bill  do  not  pass. 

The  report  was  not  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Watson  moved  that  the  rule  be  suspended  and  the  bill 
read  the  third  time. 

Which  was  lost. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Wilkinson,  from  the  committee  of  Con- 
ference, made  the  following  report : 
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Me.  Speaker — 

The  joint  committee  of  Conference  of  the  Senate  and  House, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  the  disagreement  be- 
tween the  two  Houses  on  the  Senate  bill  entitled  an  act  to 
punish  the  offense  of  harboring  or  concealing  deserters  from 
the  Confederate  service,  and  for  other  purposes,  and  House 
substitute  for  said  bill  entitled  an  act  to  encourage  enlistments 
in  the  army  of  the  Confederate  States^  and  for  other  purposes, 
have  had  the  same  irnder  consideration,  and  have  instructed 
me  to  report  that  they  have  agreed  to  adopt  the  House  sub- 
stitute. 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Thompson,  from  a  committee  of  Conference,  made  the 
following  report: 
Me.  Speaker — 

The  committee  of  Conference  appointed  on  the  part  of  the 
House  to  meet  the  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  on 
the  disagreeing  votes  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  joint  resolu- 
tion instructing  our  Senators  and  requesting  our  Representa- 
tives to  make  Confederate  notes  a  legal  tender  in  the  payment 
of  debts,  beg  leave  to  report  that  upon  conference  it  was 
agreed  that  the  Senate  should  recede  from  their  amendment 
to  the  House  amendment  of  the  Senate  resolution. 
The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Stephens  presented  the  memorial  ot  S.  W.  Wooiard, 
Tax  Assessor  of  Coahoma  county,  which  was  referred  to  the 
committee  on  Claims  without  reading. 

The  following  message  was  received  from   the   Senate : 
Mr.  Speaker —  * 

The  Senate  has  passed  the  following  entitled  bill  J 
An  act  to  provide  for  organizing  and  disciplining  the  militia 
of  this  State, 

In  which  the  concurrence  of  the  House  is  desired. 
Mr.   Irby,   from   the   committee  on  Enrolled   Bills,  made 
the  following  report : 
Me.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  beg  leave  to  report  that 
they  have  examined  the  following  enrolled  bill  and  find  the 
same  correctly  enrolled,  and  have  presented  them  to  His  Ex- 
cellency the  Governor  for  his  approval  and  signature,  to-w  t : 
An  act  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  the  Probate  Clerks  in 
this  State  to  record  anew  any  deeds,  or  other  instruments 
required  by  law  to  be  recorded,  when  the  records  have  been 
lost,  mutilated  or  destroyed. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  TJpshaw, 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  Senate  mes- 
sages, and  took  up  the  Senate  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  pro- 
vide for  organizing  and  disciplining  the  militia  of  this  State, 
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Was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules  and  referred 
to  the  committee  of  the  "Whole, 

Mr.  Thompson  in  the  chair. 

After  sometime  spent  therein,. 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  House 
and  stated  that  the  committee  found  itself  without  a  quorum. 

On  moiionof  Mr.  Sarton, 

The  House  took  a  recess  until  1-^  o'clock  to-night. 

1\  o'clock,  p.  m. 

Recess  having  expired,  the  House  resumed  its  session. 

On  a  call  of  the  roll  a  quorum  appeared. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Allen, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  Whole, 

Mr.  Thompson  in  the  chair. 

After  some  time  spent  therein, 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  back  to  the 
House,  with  sundry  amendments,  with  the  recommendation 
that  the  bill  as  amended  do  pass. 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

Amendments  of  the  committee  of  the  Whole: 

1.  Amend  sec.  7  by' striking  out.  "17"  and  insert  "18." 

Mr.  Ross  moved  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table,  which 
proposition  was  decided  in  the  negative  by  yeas  and  nays 
called  for  by  Messrs.  Bradford,  Gulley  and  Prewitt : 

Yeas — Messrs.    Allen,   Bradford,    Bestor,    Boon,    Brown, 
Cunningham,    Daniel,   Eskridge,    Fowler,    Falconer,    Fort,') 
Grace,  Isom,  Lewers,  Minfcer,  Murdock,  McLemore,  McNiel, 
Owen,  Ross,  Staples,  Stephens,  Thompson,  Upshaw  and  Wat* 
son — 25. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnold,  Barton,  Clark,  Carroll, 
Deas'on  of  Jones,  Fox,  Foxworth,  Gully,  Gowan,  High,  Hen- 
don,  Irby,  Johnson  of  Wilkinson,  Johnson  of  Tippah,  Moore, 
Maxwell,  McKay  of  Neshoba,  McLaurin,  McElroy,  Powe, 
Pinson,  Prewitt,  Rogers,  Seal  of  Harrison,  Shelley,  Stubhs  of 
Smith,  Wells,  Wier'and  Wynne — 30. 

Mr.  Irby  moved  that  the  amendment  be  adopted,  which 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Amendment  2  :  In  sec.  29,  amend  by  inserting  "also  county 
Treasurers,  and  the  Registers  and  Receivers  of  land  offices ; 
all  operatives  employed  in  cotton  and  woolen  factories,  iron 
foundries  and  furnaces,  and  all  persons  engaged  in  the  manu- 
facture of  salt  who  manufacture  twenty  bushels  per  day." 

Which  were  adopted. 

Mr.  Watson  offered  the  following  amendment : 

Strike  out  all  after  the  word  "operators"  in  4th  line  of  29th 
section. 
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Pending  winch, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Wilkinson, 
The    House    adjourned   until    to-morrow   morning    at    9 
o'clock. 


WEDNESDAY,  Dec.  9,  1863. 

House. met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

Prayer  by  the  Rev.  Dr.  Lyon. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barton, 

The  rending  of  the  journal  of  yesterday  was  dispensed 
with.  !■£_ 

Mr.  Thompson  by  leave,  made  the  folio  wing  report  from 
the  committee  on  Ways  and  Means. 
Me.  Speaker — 

The  committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  referred 
'a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  supplimentary  to  an  act  entitled 
an  act  better  to  provide  for  the  families  of  our  soldiers, 
approved  January  3d,  1863,  with  instructions  to  report  a 
bill  prohibiting  the  production  of  cotton-  beyond  a  fixed 
amount,  have  instructed  me  to  report  a  bill  to  carry  out  the 
instructions  of  the  House,  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  encourage 
the  production  of'  grain  and  provisions,  and  recommend  that 
the  same  do  pass. 

The  bill  reported  by  the  committee  was'read  twice  under 
a  suspension  of  the  rules.  '.  ,. 

Mr.  Bradford  moved  to  amend  by  exempting  the  counties 
of  Bolivar,  Coahoma,  Tunica,  Washington,  Issaquena,  Mar- 
shall, Simpson,  Newton,  Harison,  Hinds,  DeSoto,  Tippah  and 
Amite, 
•     On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Wilkinson, 

The  bill  and  amendments  were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Irby  from  the  committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  made  the 
following  report :  , 

Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  beg  leave  to  report  that 
they  have  examined  the  following  enrolled  bill,  found  the 
same  correctly  enrolled,  and  have  presented  it  to  his  Excel- 
lency the  Governor  for  his  approval  and   signature,  to  wit : 

An  act  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Mississippi 
■State  troops  captured  at  Vicksburg. 

The  following  communication  was  presented  to  the  House 
by  the  Speaker  : 


310 

Treasurer's  Office,  ) 

Columbus  December  8th,  1863.  I 
To  the  House  of  Representatives :   ■  ■ 

In  answer  to  your  resolution,  adopted  on  the  7th  inst., 
calling  for  amount  of  receipts  and  disbursements,  and  the 
kindof  funds  on  hand,  in  detail,  I  respectfully  submit  the 
following,  viz  : 

The  reason  why  I  have  not  given  you  a  detailed  state- 
ment 'of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  my  office  for  the 
last  two  years,  is  that  I  have  not  posted  up  my  books  for 
some  time  since,  owing  to  the  fact  thatT  had  no  disburse- 
ment book,  and  could  not  procure  one.  This  I  fully  explained 
to  the  committee  on  the  Treasuries  Office.  T  ordered .[& 
book  of  <?apt.  Julienne  in  March  last.  I  submit  his  certifi- 
cate, which  will  explain  itself.  The  disbursement  vouchers 
are  now  in  my  office,  and  it  will  take  at  least  sixty  days  to 
post  them  up.  In  my  report  of  the  9th  of  November,  I 
said  : 

"  I  regret  thatT  cannot  givo  you  a.  more  detailed  and 
elaborate  view  of  the  operations  of  this  Department.  The 
want  of  time  to  prepare  it,  and  other  causes,  prevent  my 
■doing  so. 

Snce  coming  to  Columbus  I  have  obtained  a  temporary 
book  to  enter  up  my  receipts  and  disbursements,  and  will 
have  H  done  in  time  for  the  examination  of  your  commis- 
sioner. In  regard  to  the  amount  and. kind  of  money  on 
hand,  I  have  to  say,  that  it  would  take  me  at  least  thirty 
days  to  count  and  make  a  list  of  it.  There  is  in  Montgom- 
ery, Ala.,  twelve  boxes  of  specie  and  one  large  box  fall  of 
paper  money,  so  you  will  see  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to 
count  the  money  and  give  you  a  list  of  the  kind  on  hand, 
and  amoimts  before  the  adjournment  of  your  session. 

Your  commissioner  to  examine  my  office  will  soon  be 
appointed,  and  I  shall  urge  him  to  give  in  his  report  ail  the 
information  you  desire  in  3'our  resolution.  All  I  ask  is  a 
fair  examination  by  your  commissioner. 

M.  D.  HAYNES, 

State  Lreasurer. 

This  is  to  certify  that  M.  D.  Haynes,  State  Treasurer, 
ordered  a  disburement  book  to  be  made  early  in  the  Spring, 
and  upon  his  order  I  completed  said  book  and  had  it  ready 
for  delivery,  but  the  Yankees  came  to  the  city  and  destroyed 
all  my  books,  machinery  &c.',  together  with  book  ordered  by 
Col.  Haynes. 

Given  under  niv  hand  this  6  day  of  November,  1883. 

L.  JUUENNE. 

Mr.  Powe  called  up  the  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  author- 
ize the  State  Treasurer  to  receive  from  the  delinquent.  Tax 
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collectors  of  the  several  counties  in  this  State,  the  military 
bonds  or  notes  falling  due,  1st  Januaryl863J — 4,  in  payment 
of  the  amounts  due  from  them  on  account  of  the  military 
'  Tax  for  the  year  1861,  the  passage  of  which  was  reconsider- 
ed on  the  2-4th  of  November  last. 

The  question  then  recurred  on  the  passage  of  the  hill, 
which  was  decide  1  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays 
being  called  for  by  Messrs.  Gully;  Seal,  of  Harison,  aud 
Stubbs  of  Smith. 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Arnold,  Bradford,  Bestor 
Boon.  Cunningham,  Benson  of  Jones,  Daniel,  Fowler,  Fox, 
Fort,  Gowan,  Isom,  Irby,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  WiJkinspn, 
Johnson  ofTppah,  Lewers, iVIinter,  Moore,  Moreliead,  Max- 
well, Murdock,  McLemore,  McNeil,  Owen,  Pounds,  Powe, 
Prewitt,  Rucks,  Ross,  Staples,  Stephens,  Thompson,  Upshaw, 
Wier,  Watson  and  Wynne.— 38. 

Nays — Messrs.  Barton,  Clark,  Eskridge,'  FoxwrortJ»,  Fal- 
coner, Gully,  Gray,  High,  Hendon,  McKay. of  Neshoba, 
McLaurin,  McElroy,  Pope,  Pinsou,  Rogers,  Seal  of  Hancock, 
Shelley,  Stubbs  of  Smith  and  Wells. — 19. 

The  hill  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate : 
Me.  Speaker— 

The  Senate  have  passed  the  following  bills  and  resolu- 
tions, to  wit : 

A  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  provide  for  the  benefit  of 
Moses  B.  Enochs. 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the 
claims  of  deceased  soldiers. 

A  bill  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  the  Probate  Judge  of 
Lowndes  ■  county  to  appoint  a  receiver  for  the  absent 
Legatees  of  Dr.  Samuel  B.  Malone. 

A  resolution  requiring  the  Public  Printer  to  publish  the 
acts  and  journals  of  the  last  called  session,  also  passed  the 
following  House  bills,  to  wit: 

House  bill  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Isham  Bamsby, 
of  Newton  county. 

A  House  bill  entitled  an  act  to  regulate  the  pay  of 
Registers  and  Receivers  of  the  several  land  offices  of  the 
State. 

A  PTouse  bill  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  J. 
Fortson. 

A  House  bill  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an 
act  to  amend  the  laws  in  relation  to  the  State  'University. 

A  House  b  11  emitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  C.  E.  uur- 
phree  of  Calhoun  county. 

A  House  bill  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an 
act  to  amend  the  charter  of  the  Columbus  Life  and  General 
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Insurance  company,  and  the  Mississippi   Mutual  Insurance 
Company,  approved  January  25th,  1862. 

The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  recommendation  of  the 
committee  of  Conference  on  the  disagreement  of  the  two 
Houses  on  the  Senate  amendment. to  House  Substitute  for 
Senate  resolution,  requesting  ©ur  Congressmen  to  have  Con- 
federate money  made  a  legal  tender,  thereby  receedicg  from 
their  said  amendment. 

Senate  have  passed  a  House  bill  entitled  an  act  for  the  re- 
lief of  William  Beacham,  of  Itawamba  county,  and  for 
other  purposes . 

The  .senate  refuses  to  concur  in  the  report  of  the  Con- 
ference committee  on  the  disagreement  of  the  two  Houses 
on  House  substitute  to  Senate. bill  entitled  an  act  to  punish 
the  offense  of  harboring  or  concealing  deserters  from  the 
Confederate  and  State  service,  and  for  other  purposes: 

ThetSenate  have  passed  a  House  bill  entitled  a  bill  com- 
pelling flailroads  to  be  responsible  for  freight  and  baggage, 

Passed  with  amendments. 

A  House  bill  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  the  Board  of 
Police  of  Winston  county  to  borrow  mony  &c. 

Passed  with  amendments. 

The  Senate  have  concurred  in  House  substitute  for  Senate 
resolution  of  confidence. 

Mr.  Seal,  of  Harison.  called  up  the  military  bill,  the  ques- 
tion pending  on  adjournment  last  night,  viz  : 

The  amendment  offered  by  Mr  Thompson,  to  strike  out 
the  word  operators  in  4th  line. 

Mr.  Seal,  of  Harison,  offered  the  following  substitute  for 
sec.  29. 

Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  following  named  per- 
sons, arid  none  others,  shall  be  exempt  from  military  duty 
in  this  <ctate,  to  wit : 

State  Treasurer  and  Clerk,  Auditor  and  Clerk,  Secretary 
of  State  and  Clerk,  members  of  the  State  Legislature, 
Judges  of  the  High  Court  of  Errors  and  Appeals  and  clerk 
of  said  court,  Attorney  General,  Judges  and  clerks  ol  the 
Circuit  and  Probate  Courts,  District  attorneys, Boards  of  Police, 
Sheriffs  and  Assessors,  counly  Treasurer,  Telegraphic  opera- 
tors, Railroad  Agents  aud  employees,  commissioners  for  the 
distribution  of  the  indigent  fund,  ministers  of  the  Gospel 
\t1io  have  been  following  said  occupation  for.  the  last  three 
years,  Registers  and  Receivers  in  the  land  offices,  all  persons 
who  are  actually  employed  in  teaching  and  have  a  school 
Of  twenty  scholars  or  more,  (music  teachers  are  not  exempt,) 
and  who  have  pursued  their  vocation  for  five  years  next  be- 
fore the  passage  of  this  act,  one  Blacksmith  for  each  Police 
District,  provided  that  they  have  been  engaged  as  such  for 


313 

the  last  three  years,  all  Physicians  who  have  heen  engaged 
in  their  regular  profession  for  the  last  seven  years,  aJJ  Tan- 
ners who  have  five  vats,  and  those  employed  on  behalf  of 
the  Confederate  Government,  all  Shoemakers  who  have 
been  so  employed  as  a  trade  for  the  last  five  years,  all 
employees  in  the  State  Asylums,  all  persons  employed  in  or 
about  the  Penitentiary,  all  persons  engaged  in  the  manufac- 
ture of  cotton  and  wollen  cavds  and  cloth^  all  persons 
engaged  in  the  iron  foundaries,  all  persons  engaged  in  mak- 
ing salt  when  there  is  produced  twenty  bushels  and  up- 
wards, per  day,  which  was, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Falconer, 

Laid  on  the  table,  by  yeas  and  nays  being  called  for 
by  Messrs. 'Murdoch,  Watson  and  Fort. 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Allen,  Arnold,  Bradford, 
Boon,  Barton,  Brown,  Cunningham,-  Daniel,  Fowler,  Fox, 
Falconer,  Fort,  Grace,  Hendon,  Isom,  Irby,  Jackson,  Johnson 
of  Wilkinson,  Johnson  of  Tippah,  Lewers,.  Morehead, 
Maxwell,  McLaurin,  McNiei,  Pounds,  Powe,  Rucks,  Ross, 
Staples,  Stephens,  Thompson,  Wells,  Wier,  Watson  and 
Wynne.- — 36. 

Nays— Messrs.  Bestor,  Deason  of  Jones,  Eskridge,  Fox- 
worth,  Go  wan,  High,  Minter,  Murdoch,  McKay  of  Neshoba, 
McElroy,  Owen,  Pope,  Pin  son,  Prewitt,  Rogers,  Seal  of 
Haneoqk,  Seal  of  Harrison,  Stubbs  of  Smith  and  Upshaw. — 19. 

Mr.  Thompson  moved  to  amend  the  pending  amendment 
by  striking  out  all  after  the  word  law. 

Mr.  Fox  moved  to  lay  the  amendments  on  the  table  which 
was  decided  in  the  negitative,  by  yeas  and  nays  called  for 
by  Messrs.  Thompson,  Gowan  and  Seal  of  Harrison. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barton,  Clark,  Carroll,  Deason  of  Jones, 
Eskridge,  Fox,  Foxworth,  Gulleyj  Gowan,  High,  Hen- 
don, Irby,  Johnson  of  Tippah,  Lewers,. Murdock,  McKay  of 
Neshoba,  McElroy,  Owen,  Pope,  Pinson,  Rogers,  Seal  of 
Harrison,  Seal  of  Hancock,  Shelley,  Stubbs  of  Smith,  Wells, 
Wier  and  Wynne. — 28. 

Nays — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Allen,  Arnold,  Bradford, 
Bestor,  Boon,  Brown,  Cunningham,  Daniel,  Fowler, Falconer, 
Fort,  Grace,  Isom,  Jackson,  Johnson  of  Wilkinson,  Minter, 
Moore,  Morehead,  Maxwell,  McLemore,  McNeil,  Pounds, 
Prewitt,  Rucks,  Ross,  Staples,. Stephens, Thompson, Upshaw 
and  Watson. — 32. 

Mr.  Weir  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by  which 
the  House  reconsidered  the  vote  by  which  it  adopted  the 
amendment  to  sec.  7,  striking  out  17  and  inserting  18,  which 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Stephens  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote  adopt- 
ing the  amendment  to  sec.  29/' 'exempting  county  Treasurers 
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and  .Registers  and  receivers  of  the  land  offices, 'which  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative. 

Mr.  Eskridge  moved  a  reconsideration  of  the  vote-  adopt- 
ing the  amendment  exempting  operators  in  cotton  and 
•woolen  factories,  iron  fonndaries  and  furnaces,  and  all  manu- 
facturers of  salt  Avho  make  20  bushels  per  day,  which  was 
decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays  being  called  for 
by  Ktessjrs.  Murdock,  Barton  and  Carroll. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Allen,  Bestor,  Boon,  Brown,  Cunningham, 
Daniel,  Eskridge,  Fowler,  Fox,  Fafconer,  Fort,  Grace,  Isom, 
Irby,  Johnson  of  Wilkinson,  Johnson  of  Tippah,  Lowers, 
Miuter,  Morehead,  Maxwell,  McLaurin,  Owen,  Rogers,, Ross, 
Staples,  Stephens,  Thompson,  Upshaw,  Wier,  Watson  and 
Wynne. — 31. 

Nays — Messrs.  Arnold,  Bradford,  Barton,  Clark,  Carroll, 
Deason  of  Jones,  Foxworth,  Gulley,  Gowan,  High,  Hendon,  / 
Jachfson,  Moore,  Murdock,  McLemore,  McKay  of  Neshoba, 
McElroy,  McNiel,  Pope,  Pounds,  Powe,  Pinson,  Prewitt, 
Seal  of  Harrison,  Seal  of  Hancock,  Shelley,  Stubbs  of  Smith 
and  Wells.— 23. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Tippah,  moved  today  the  amendment  on 
the  table,  striking  out  17,.  and  inserting  18,  in  sec.  9,  which 
was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays  called  for 
by  Messrs.  Barton,  Hendon  and  Fox. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Allen,  Bradford,  Bestor,  Boon,  Brown, 
Cunningham,  Daniel,  Eskridge,  Fowler,'  Falconer,  Fort, 
Grace.  Isom,  Johnson  of  Tippah,  Lewers,  Minter.  Maxwell, 
Murdock,  McLemore,  MeNeil,  Owen,  Powe,  Rogers,  R  iss, 
Staples,  Stephens,  Thomrjson,  Upshaw,  Weir,  Watfon  and 
Wynne. — 31. 

Nays — Messrs.  Arnold,  Barton,  Clark,  Carroll,  Deason  of 
Jones,  Fcx,  Foxworth,  Gudy,  Gowan,  High,  Hendon,  Irby, 
Jackson,  Johnson  of  Wilkirison,  Morehead,  McKay  of 
Neshoba,  McLaurin,  McElroy,  pope,  Pounds,  Pinsoo, 
Prewitt,  Seal  of  Hanson.  Seal  of  Hancock,  Shelley,  Stubbs 
of  Smith  and  Wells.— 29! 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Stephens, 

All  the  other  amendments  reported  by  thecommitte  of  the 
Whole, 

Were  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Arnold  offered  the  following  amendment : 

Amend  sec.  29,  by  adding  after  the  word  law  in  the  third 
line,  provided  that  members  of  the  Legislature  shall  not  be 
exempt. 

Mr.  Stephens  moved  to  lay  the  amendment  on  the  table, 
which  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and.  nays 
being  called  for  by  Messrs.  Barton,  Murdock  and  Carroll. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Alien,  Bradford.  Bestor,   Barton,  Brown, 


315 

Clark,  Cunningham,  Doason  of  Jones,  Eskridge,  Foxwortk, 
Grace,  Johnson  of  Wilkinson,  Johnson  of  Tippah,  Lowers, 
Minter,  Morehead,  Maxwell,  McLcmore,  Owen,  Pope,  Pin- 
son,  Rucks,  Rogers,  Ros-<,  Seal  of  Harrison, Seal  of  'lancock, 
Shelley,  Stubbs  of  Smith,  Weir,  Watson  and  Wynne. — 36. 

Nays — Messrs.  Arnold,  Boon,  Carroll,  Daniel,  Fowler,  Fox, 
Falconer,  Fort,  Gulley,  Gowan,  High,  Hendom  Isom,  Irby, 
Jackson,  Moore,  Murdock,  McKay  of  Neshoba,  McLaurin, 
McElroy,  Pounds,  Powe.  Prewitt,  [Staples,  Stephens,  Thomp- 
son, Upshaw  and  Wells.— 28. ; 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time  and  passed  by  yeas 
and  nays  called  for  by  Messrs.  Gowan,  Gulley  and  Jackson. 
Yeas— Mi*.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Allen,  Bradford,  Be.stor, 
Boon,  Bt-own,  Daniel.  Eskridge,  Falconer,  Fort,  Grace  Isom, 
Irby,  Johnson  of  Wilkinson-,  Johnson  of  Tippah,  Hewers, 
Minter,  Maxwell,  McLemore,  McLaurin,  Owen,  Pope,  Powe, 
Bucks,  Eogers,  Ross,  .Staples,  Stephens,  Upshaw,  Weir, 
Watson  and  Wynne.  -32. 

ISTays — Messrs.  Arnold,  Barton,  Clark,  Cunningham,  Car* 
roll,  Doason  of  Jtmes,  Fowler,  Fox,  Foxwortk,  Gulley, 
Gowan,  High,  Hendon,  Jackson,  Moore,  Morehead,  Murdock, 
McKay  of  ISTeshoba,  MoElroy,  McNeil,  Pinson,  Prewitt.  Seal- 
of  Harison,  Seal  of  Hancock,  Shelley,  Stubbs  of  Smith, 
Thompson  and  Wells. — 28. 

The  bill  passed  without  amendment. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Rucks* 

The  order  of  business  was  suspended,  and  ho  introduced  a 
■bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  the  State  Treasurer  to 
employ  a  clerk, 

The  rules  were  suspended,  the  bill  read  the  third  time  and 
passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

The  fodowing  message  was  received  from  the  Governor  : 

Executive  Office, 
Columbus,  Dec.  9,  186-' 
Mr.  Speaker — 

I  am  instructed  by  his  Excelleny  the  Governor,  to  inform 
the  Hou-e  that  he  did  on  the  8th  inst.,  sign  and  approve  the 
following- House  bills,  entitled 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  punishment  of  persons  falsely 
representing  themselves  as  Government  Agents. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Probate  Clerks  in  this  State  to 
record  anew  any  deeds  or  other  instruments  required  by  law 
to  be  recorded,  when  the  records  have  been  lost,  mutilated 
or  destroyed. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate : 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  have  adopted  the  -following  joint  resoltions  in 
which  the  concurrence  of  the  House  is  desired  : 
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Resolution  of  thanks  to  the  citizens  of  Columbus. 

Resolution  making  an  Appropriation  to  the  Ghristian 
Church  of  Columbus. 

And  have  passed  a  bill  entitled 

An  act  to  define  and  regulate  the  charges  hereafter  to  be 
made  by  Railroad  Companies  in  this  State  for  freight  and 
passage,  and  for  other  purposes. 

And  have  passed  House  bill  entitled 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  1st  battalion  of  Mississippi  State 
Troops,  commanded  by  Maj.  Harper, 

With  an  amendment  by  way  of  additional  section,  in  which 
the  concuiTence  of  the  House  is  desired. 

The  House  proceeded  with  Senate  messages: 

Senate  amendments  to  House  bills  entitled 

An  act  compelling  Railroads  to  be  responsible  for  freight 
and  baggage ;  and 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Police  of  Winston  county 
to  borrow  money,  <fcc, 

Were  concurred  in. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  claims  of  deceas- 
ed soldiers, 

Was  read  three  several  times,  the  rules  being  sus-<'-  led, 
and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Senate  joint  resolution  in  relation  to  public  printing 

Was  read  twice  under  suspension  of  the  ni  ■.-,  and 
concurred  in  by  the  House. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  authorize  the  judge  of  the  Probate  v  <u-t  of 
Lowndes  county  to  appoint  a  receiver  for  the  absent  legatee? 
of  Dr.  Samuel  B.  Malone, 

Was  read  three  several  times,  under  a  suspension  of  the 
rules,  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  for  the  benefit  of  Moses  E.  Enochs, 

Was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  yea 
the  rules,  and  passed,,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Deason  of  Jones, 

The  House  adjourned  until  3  o'clock,. P.  M. 

THREE    O'CLOCK,    P.    M. 

House  met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 
The  following  message,  was  received  frpm  the  Senate.:. 
Me.  Speaker — 

The  Senate  have  passed  the  following  entitled  House  bills, 
.  to-wit: 

A.  bill  to  be  entitled 
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An  act  amendatory  of  the  Revenue  Laws  of  this  State, 

With  amendments  thereto,  in  which  the  House  is  asked  to 
concur. 

The  Senate  have  agreed  to  the  report  of  the  committee  of 
conference  on  the  disagreement  of  the  two  Houses  on  tho 
Senate  substitute  for  House  bill  entitled 

An  act  to  procure  cotton  and  wool  cards  for  the  indigent 
families  of  soldiers  and  the  citizens  of  this  State,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

And  have  passed  a  House  bill  entitled 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  families  of  soldiers  in  the  counties 
therein  named,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Mr.  Seal  of  Harrison,  from  the  committee  of  conference, 
made  the  following  report :  > 

Mr.  Speaker — • 

The  joint  committe  of  conference  to.  whom  was  referred  a 
bill  entitled 

An  act  to  procurecotton  and  wool  cards  and  other  articles, 
have  had  the  same  under  consideration  and  have  instructed 
me  to  report  that  they  have  agreed  to  adopt  the  Senate 
amendments  to  the  House  bill,  and  recommend  that  the  same 
be  so  adopted,  and  that  the  report  be  agreed  to,  &c. 

Which  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Falconer  introduced  the  following  resolution  : 

Resolved,  That  the  cammittee  on  Claims  be  instructed  to 
allow. the  State  printer  for  printing  done  during  the  present 
session  of  the  legislature  compensation  allowed  by  the  act  en- 
titled 

An  act  to  repeal  section  9,  chapter  6,  of  the  revised  code, 
so  far  the  same  provides  compensation  for  the  public  printer, 
and  for  other  purposes. 

Which  was  adopted. 

Senate  joint  resolution  making  an  appropriation  to  the 
Christian  Church, 

Was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules  and 
referred  to  the-  committee  on  Claims. 

Senate  joint  resolution  of  thanks  to  the  citizens  of  Colum- 
bus, 

Was  taken  up,  the  rules  suspended,  and  the  resolution  con- 
curred in.       . 

The  House  concurred  in  Senate  amendment  to  House  bill 
io  be  entitled 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  first  battalion  Mississippi  State 
oroops,  commanded  while  in  service  by  Maj.  Harper. 

Senate  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  define  and  regulate  the  charges  hereafter  to  be 
nade  by  Railrqad  companies  in  this  State  for  freight  or  pas- 
sage, and  for  other  purposes, 
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Was  read  three  several  times  under  suspension  of  the  rules 
and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

The  House  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  Senate 
amendments  to  the  House  hill  to  be  entitled 

An    act  amendatory  of  the  Revenue  laws  of  this  State, 

And  on  motion  of  Mr.  Thompson,  the  House  refused  to  con- 
cur in  said  amendments. 

Mr.  Murdoch  from  the  committee  on  Claims  made  the  fol- 
lowing report : 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  joint  committe  on  Claims  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill 
to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  authorize  the  removal  of  the  records  and  papers 
belonging  to  any  court  of  record  and  for  other  purposes, 

Have  had  the  same  under  consideration  and  instructed  rac 
to  report  the  bill  back  to  the  House,  with  a  recommendation 
that  it  be  passed.  ■    * ' 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  then  read  the  third  time  and  passed,  the  title 
standing  cs  stated. 

The  committee  on  Claims  to  whom  was  referred  a  bill  to  be 
entitled 
An  act  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  certain  informal  claims  I 
against  the  State  of  Mississippi, 

Have  had  same  under  consideration,  and  have  instructed 
me  to  report  the  bill  back  to  the  House  with  a  recommenda- 
tion that  it  do  pass 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed,  the  title  stand- 
ing as  stated. 

"The  committee  on  Enrolled  Bills,  through  Mr.  Irby,  made 
the  following  report : 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  beg  leave  to  report  that 
they  have  examined  the  following  enrolled  bills,  found  the 
same  correctly  enrolled,  and  have  presented  them  to  his 
Excellency,  the  Governor,  for  his  approval  and  signature, 
to- wit  j 

An  act  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to 
amend  the  charters  of  the  Columbus  Life  and  General  Insu- 
rance Company,  and  the  Mississippi  Mutual  Insurance  Com- 
pany, approved  January  25,  1862. 

An  act  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to 
amend  the  laws  in  relation  to  the  State  University. 

An  act  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Isham  Dansby,  of 
Newton  county. 

An  act  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Beach  am, 
of  Itawamba  county,  and  for  other  purposes. 
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An  act  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  J.  Fortson. 
An  act  entitled  an  act  to  regulate  the  pay  of  Registers. and 
Receivers  of  the  several  land  offices  of  this  State. 

Also  a  joint  resolution  of  confidence  in  his  Excellency,  Pres- 
ident Davis. 

The  Sptaker  presented  the  following  communication : 
The  President  of  the  Senate  and  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Representatives,  having  been  requested  by  a  joint  resolu- 
tion of  the  two  Houses  to  appoint  two  commissioners  to  ex- 
amine the  Auditor's  and  Treasurer's  offices,  have  performed 
the  duty  by  the  appointment  of  Wm.  H.  Brown,  of  Hindsj 
and  Felix  LaBauve,  of  DeSoto  county,  and  ask  the  ratification 
of  the  two  Houses. 

Mr,  Murdock,  from  the  committee  on  Claims,  made  the  fol- 
lowing report: 
Mb.  Speaker — 

The  committee  on  Claims  to  whom  was  referred  an  act  for 

the  relief  of  John  Vernon,  Sheriff  of  Monroe  county,  have 

considered  the  same  and  have  instructed  me  to  report  it  back 

to  the  House  with  the  recommendation  that  it  do  not  pass. 

The  report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Murdock  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  to  exempt  operatives  in  cotton  and  woolen  factories 

and  iron  foundries,  from  militia  duty, 

Which  was. read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  Minter,  from  a  committee  of  Conference,  made  the  fol- 
lowing report :  •       • 
Mb.  Speaker— 

The  committee  of  Conference  to  whom  was  referred  the 
bill  for  the  encouragement  of  the  manufacture  of  cotton  cards, 
have  instructed  me  to  report  that  they  have  agreed  to  restrict 
the  price  at  which  said  cards  shall  be  sold,  for  no  moie  than 
$20  per  pair,  and  recommend  the  concurrence  of  the  House 
in"  the  Senate  amendment- 
Report  received  and  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Houston,  by  leave,'  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 
An  act  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  Probate  Judge  of  Mon- 
roe county, 

.  Which  was  read  three  several  times  under  a. suspension  of 
the  rules  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 
Mr.  Rucks  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 
An  act  to  exempt  county  Treasurers  from  military  duty, 
Which  was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 
Mr.  Bestor  moved  to  amend  by  extending  the  provisions  of 
this  bill  to  Registers  and  Receivers  of  Land  offices, 
Which  was  adopted. 

The  rule  was  suspended,  the  bill  read  the  third  time  and 
passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Lewers, 

The  committee  on  Claims  was  instructed  to  insert  in  appro- 
priation bill  an  item  giving  the  Sergeant-at-Arms  and  Door- 
keeper $100  each  for  their  attention  at  this  session  of  the 
Legislature. 

Mr.  Arnold  introduced  a  joint  resolution  instructing  our 
Senators  and  requesting  our  Representatives  in  Cofigress  to 
inquire  of  the  War  Department  why  it  is  necessary  to  keep  a 
Brigadier  General,  with  a  large  staff  of  able-bodied  young 
men,  and  two  batteries  of  artillery  at  Columbus,  Miss.,  while 
the  enemy  are  more  than  100  miles  North  of  said  city,  and' 
the  army  requires  soldiers  in  the  field. 

Mr.  High  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  A.  Mitchell,  of  Pontotoc 
county, 

Which  was  read  three  several  times  and  passed,  the  title 
standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  Murdock,  from  the  committee  on  Claims,  made  the  fol- 
lowing report: 
Me.  Speaker— 

The  joint  committee  on  Claims  herewith  beg  leave  to  re- 
port the  various  claims  referred  to  them,  and  have  included 
the  same  in  a  general  appropriation  bill  with  the  recommenda- 
tion that  the  same  do  pass. 

Your  committee' would  state  that  the'Governor  has  advised 
them  that  the  sum  of  three  millions  of  dollars  will  be  needed 
for  the  purpose  of  military  defense  during  the  ensuing  year ; 
but  your  committee  were  not  until  a  late  hour  of  this  day 
aware  that  this  appropriation  was  to  come  through  them,  and 
therefore  state  the  facts  for  the  information  of  the  House. 

The  bill  accompanying  said  report  entitled  an  act  making 
certain  appropriations  therein  named,  was  read  twice. 

On  motion, 

The  House  resolved  itself  into  committee  of  the  Whole  on 
said  bill, 

Mr.  Seal,  of  Harrison,  in  the  chair. 

After  some  time  spent  therein, 

The  committee  rose,  reported  the  bill  back  to  the  House 
with  sundry  amendments,  and  recommended  that  the  bill  as 
amended  do  pass. 

The  amendments  of  the  committee  of  the  Whole  making 
an  appropriation  of  $100  to  George  Miller,  messenger  of  the 
House,  and  $25  to  each  of  the  two  pages,  were  concurred  in. 

Mr.  Lewers  offered  the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  are  due,  and  are 
hereby  tendered,  to  the  resident  ministers  of  the  various  de- 
nominations of  the  city  of  Columbus,  for  their  punctual  at- 
tendance, and   courtesy  in  opening  the  daily  sessions  of  this 


House,  during  the   present  session  .'of  the  Legislature,  with 
prayer.     Which  was  adopted. 

Mr.  P.uwe  offered  the  following  resolution  : 

Unsolved,  That  the  thanks  of  this  House  are  clue,  and  are 
hereby  tendered  to  theSEIon.  L.  B.  Houston,  Speaker  of  the 
House,  for  the  able-,  courteous,  digni'-ed  and  impartial  man- 
ner in  which  he  Kltif'presided  over  its  deliberations. 

Which  was  adopted. 

Mr.    Seal,   of   Harrison,    offered    resolutions    of   thanks 
to    R.    C.    Miller   clerk    of   the   House,    &c,    to    the  assis- 
tant clerks  and  pages.     On  motion  of  Mr  Barton, 
.'    The  House  adjourned  till  7  o'clock,  P.  M. 

i  o'clock  p.  jr. 

■  rfouse  .met  pursuant  to  adjournment. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate1: 
Mr.  Speaker— 

The  Senate  have  passed  the  following  entitled  House  bills  : 

A  bid  to  be  entitled  an  ;fct  to  authorize  the  State  Treasur- 
er to  receive   from   the   delinquent   Tax   Collectors    of  the 
several  counties  in  this  State   the   mi.itary  bonds    or    notes  ' 
falling  due  1st  January,  1863  -d,  in  payment  of  the  amount 
duo  them  on  account  of  the  mili'ary  Tax  for  the  year  1881. 

A  House  bid  entitled.au  act  to  increase  the  salary  -of  the 
Probate  Judge  of  Itawamba  county. 

A  House  bill  entitled  an  act  to  increase  the  salary  of  the 
Probate  Judge  of  Monroe  county. 

xThe  Senate  insist  on,  the-r  amendments  to  House  bill  enti- 
tled an  act  amendatory  of  the  revenue  laws,  of  this  St*te. 

A  House  bill  entitled  an  act  to  authorize  the  S.ate 
Treasurer  to  employ,  a  clerk. 

The  Senate  have  agreed  to  tic  report  of  the  committee 
of  Conference  on  the  disagreeing  vote  of  the  two  Houses  on. 
the  Senate  amendment  to  House  bill  entitled  an  act  to  en- 
courage the  manufacture  of  cotton  and  wool  cards  &c,  the 
Senate  thereby  receediug  from  their  said  amendments-., 
'  The  Senate  have  this  day  ratified  and  confirmed  the  ap- 
pointments of  Messrs.  Wm.  H.  Brown,  Of  Jackson,  and 
Felix  LaBiuve,  of  HcSoto,  as  commissioners  to  examine  the 
office^  of  trie  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  and  State  Treasurer, 
provided  for  in .an  act  passed  by  the  present  Legiskiture, 
made  by  the  President  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  ihe 
House . 

Senate  have  passed  House  bill  entitled  an  act  to£  exempt 
county  treasurers  from  military  duty. 

The  Judiciary  committee  reported  favorably  on  a  bill  to 
be  entitled  an  act  to  provide  for  the  exemption  of  certain 
officers  from  servi.ee  in  the  provisional  army  of  the  Confed- 
erate States-. 

The  bill  was  then  read  third  time  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rules  and  passed,  the-  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mr.  Thompson  from  the  committee  of  Ways  and  Means 
made  the  following  report : 
H— 21 
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Mr.  -Speaker — 

Tito  committee  of  Ways  and  Mens  h  we  instructed  me  to 
report  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act  making  appropriation's  for 
military  service  for  the  next  fiscal  year  y.nd  recommend  the 
aagnc  do  pass. 

The  bill  was"  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules  and 
e  I  to  the  committee  of  the  Whole. 

Mr.  Bradford  in  the  chair. 

After  some  time  spent  therein, 

The  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill  back  to  the 
]  ■  and  recommended  its  passage. 

report  was  received  and  agreed  to. 

'the  bill  read  the  third  time  under  a  suspension  of  the 
:  nd  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mr-   ;••'.!■: ARKR— 

committee  of  Ways  and  Means,  to  whom  was  referred 
go  much  of  the  Governors  message  as  relates  to  the  salaries 
of  .  lie  officers,  have  had  the  same  under  consideration, 
a%i:L  have  instructed  me  to  report  a  bill  to  be  entitled  an  act- 
to  i  s crease  the  salary  ef  certain  officers  therein  named,  and 
to  vecomra'e.iid  the  same  do  pass. 

The  re#)t"t  was  received  and  agreed  to.  , 

The  hill  was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of 
the  rale*,  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

-.  Upshaw  by  leave,  introduced  a  bill  to  bo  entitled  an 
acta1  '  authorize  the  distillation  of  grain,  and  for  other  pur-  ' 
pesos.      Was  read  twice  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 
'    Mr.  Wier  offered  to  amend  by  exempting  Tippah    county 
from  the  operations  of  th's  act. 

V   hica  was,  on  motion,  laid  on  the  table. 
*On  motion  of  Mr.  Upshaw,  the  bill  was  then  read  a  third 
time   under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

Messrs.  Barton,  Gulley  and  Stuhbs  of  Smith,  called  for 
the      ;as  and  nays  on  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Allen,  Arnold,  Bradford, 
Bestor,  Boon,  Brown,  Cunningham,  Deason  of  Jones,  Daniel, 
ge,  Fox,  Falconer,  Fort,  Grace,  High,  Hendon,  Isom, 
Ifby,  Jackson,  Johnson,  of  Wilkinson,  Johnson  of  Tippah, 
Lewers,  Wurdock,  McLemore,  MeLauriu,  Owen,  Pounds, 
P< ■•'■■•  RaekfL  Ross,  Stephens,  Thompson,  Upshaw,  iWellsj 
W.    .     i  and  Wynne. — 37. 

?  s — Messrs.  Barton,  Clark,  Carroll,  Fowler,  Gulley, 
Go:  I-.:,  Mintcr,  Moore,  Maxwell,  McKay  of  Neshoba, 
*!<•,  hoy,  Pope,  Staples,  Stubbs  of  Smith  and  Wier. — 15. 

The  bill  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

Mr    Port  introduced  a  bill  to  be  entitled, 

An  act  to  punish  persons  falsely  claiming  to  be  in  the 
army  of  the  Confederate  States  or  of  the  State. 

1  h  was  read  three  several  times  under  a  suspension  of 
the         s  and  passed,  the  title  standing  as  stated. 

T  House  took  up  the  Senate  message  in  relation' to  the 
revenue  bill — the  Senate  insisted  on  their  amendments. 

The  House  adhered  to  their  refusal  to  concur  in  the  amend- 
ments of  the  Senate,  and  asked  for  a  committee  of  Confer- 
ence thereon. 


The  chair  appointed. Messrs.  Thompson,  Bestor,  Bradford, .. 
Shelley  and  Hen  don .' 

Mr.  Bucks  called  from  the  order  of  the  day  the  Senate 
joint  resolution  granting  leave  of  absence  to  Hon  T  S. 
Hamm  Judge,  and  S. -Ah  Slock  District  Attorney,  of  Gin 
Judicial: District.     The  resolution  was. concttrred  in. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  :      :    • 
Mb.  .Spkakek —     '■ 

Tlie  Senate  have  passed. a  House  bill  entitled  an  act  for 
the  relief  of  T.  A.  Mitchell,4of  Pontotoc  county. 

The  House  then  took  up  the  appropriation  bill.    • 

The  biil  was  read  the  third  time  and  passed,  the  title  stand-, 
ing  as  stated.    , 

The  following  message  was  received  from   the   Senate  : 
Mr.  Speaker— 

The  Senate  has  passed  the  following  entitled  bill : 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  exemption  of  certain  officers 
from  service  in  the  paovisional  army  of  the  Confederate 
States. 

The  Senate  agree  to  a  committee  of  Conference  on  the 
disagreement  of  the  two  Houses  on. Senate  amendments  to 
House  bill  entitled  an  act.  amendatory  of  the  Revenue  laws 
of  this  State,  and  have  appointed  Messrs.  Oliver,  Griffin  and 
Hamihon  as  said  committee  on  the  part  of  the  Senate. 

Mr.  Murtkek.  introduced  a  joint  resolution  to  authorize  the 
President  of  the  Senate  and  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Repre- 
sentatives, to  sign  an  act  making  certain  appropriations,  and 
xan  act  amendatory  of  the  Revenue  laws  of  this  State,  with- 
out their  being  duly  enrolled.  u 

Which  was  adopted  under  a  suspension  of  the  rules. 

Mr.  Falconer"  introduced  the  following  resolution  : 

He-solved,  (the  Senate  concurring,)  That  the  following  be 
adopted  as  a  joint  standing  rule  of  the  two  Houses : 

?<o  motion  to  re-consider  shall  be  in  order,  unless  made 
immediately  succeeding  the  reading  of  the  journal  on  ,  the 
morning  after  the  day  on  which  the  subject  matter  of  the 
motion  was  disposed  of.     Which  was  read  once. 

The  Conference  committee  on  an   act  amendatory  of  the 
Revenue  laws  of  the  State,  made  the  following  report : 
Ms.  Speaker- —  .•*. 

The  committee  of  Conference  on  the  part  of  House  on  the 
disagreeing  votes  on  the  bill  entitled  an  act  amendatory  of 
the  Kevenue  laws  of  this  State,  have  met  the  commit! ;ee  of 
Conference  oh  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  upon  conference 
have  agreed  to  make  the  following  report,  and  recomend 
the  adoption  of  the  same : 

The  Senate  agrees  to  an  amendment  to  the  first  amend- 
ment by  adding  at  the  end  of  the  first  amendment,  the 
words,  "  and  which  pays  three  per  cent,  per  annum,"  and 
the  House  committee  with  this  amendment  agrees  to  recede 
from  its  disagreement.  The  Senate  agrees  to  recede  from 
its  second  amendment.  The  Senate  agrees  to  insert  in  the 
second  line  of  the  third  amendment,  after  the  word  over, 


the  v,  crds,  <c  one  bale  of,"  and   In   the   same   line    after  the 
-word  "  pounds  of  lint,"  and  with  this  amendment  the  Hous 
■  agrees  to  recede   from    its    &h  at  vto  the 

fourth  amend ment. 

Mr.  Thompson  moved  that  the  report  he  received  and 
agreed  to.  A  division  being  called  for.  The  report  waij 
received.     Question  on  agreeing.    . 

The  House  agreed  to  the   report  of  the  committee  on  the 
1st  and  2d  amendments. 
-On  the  3d  amendment,  in  relation  to  the  tax  on  cotton,  the 
tad   nays  were    called    for  by  Messrs.   Seal  of  Harrison, 
Gully  and  Rucks  : 

Yeas — ;  I  er,  Messrs.  Arnold,  Bestor^ Clark,  Deason 

of  Jones,  Eskridge,   Fox,   Falconer,    Grace,   Gowau,  High,. 
Isom,  Lewers,  Minter,  Maxwell, Murdock,  MeLanrin,  & 
Pounds,  Powe,  Staples,  Shelley,  Stephens,  Thompson,  Wells 
and  Watson —  ,  • 

Nays — Messrs.  Allen,   Bradford,  Boon,  "Barton,    Bi 
Cunningham,    Carrcll,  ■Daniel,    Fort,    Gully,   Hendpn,  Irby, 
Johnson   of  Wilkinson,    Johnson  of  Tippah,  Moore,  McLe- 
more,   McKay   of  Neshoba,  McElroy.    Owen,  Ru 
Seal   of   Harrison,   Stubbs   of    Smith,  I 'pshaw,    Wier    aud 
Wynne— 26. 

There  being  a  tie  the  report  was  not  concurred  in  as  to  the 
3d  amendment. 

The  House  then  concurred  in  the  report  as  to  the  4th 
amendment. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Governor 

Executive  Office, 
Columbus,  pec.  9,  1863. 
Mr.  SrEAKEK — 

1  am  insti'ucted  by  his  Excellcny  the  Governor,  to  inform 
the  Pou-e  that  he  has  this  day  signed  and  approved  the  fol- 
lowing ILaise  bills  and  resolutions,  entitled: 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  Mississippi  State  Troops  cap- 
tured at  Yicksburg. 

An  act  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to 
amend  the  charters  of  the  Columbus  Life  and  General  Insu- 
rance Company,  aud  the  Mississippi  Mutual  Insurance  Com- 
pany, approved  January  25,  1862. 

An  act  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  tshani  Dansby,  of 
"Newton  county. 

An  act  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  William  Beacham, 
of  Itawamba  county,  and  for  other  purposes. 

An  act  entitled  an  act  to  amend  an  act  entitled  an  act  to 
amend  the  laws  in  relation  to  the  State  University. 

An  act  entitled  an  act  to  regulate  the  pay  of  Registers  and 
Receivers  of  the  several  land  offices  of  "this  State.  - 

An  aet  entitled  an  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  J.  Fortson. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  families  of  soldiers  in  the  counties 
therein  mentioned,  and  for  other  purposes. 

An  act  compelling  Railroad  companies  to  be  responsible 
for  freight  and  baggage. 
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'An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  1st  battalion  of  Mississippi  State 
Troops,  commanded  by  Ma},  Harper. 

Joint  resolution  of  confidence*  in  bis  Excellency,  Pres- 
ident Davis.   •  • 

An  act  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Police  of  Winston 
county  to  borrow  money  &c. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  Thomas  A.  Mitchell,  of:  Pontotoc. 

An  act  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  Probate  Judge  of  Mon- 
roe county, 

Aii  act  to  encourage  the  manufacture  of  cotton  ana  wool 
cards  in  this  State. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  State  Treasurer  to  employ  a  Clerk. 

An  act  to  exempt  county  Treasurers  from  military  duty. 

An  act  to  authorize  tho  State  Treasurer  to  receive  from 
the  delinquent  Tax  collectors  of  the  several  c/unties  In  this 
State,  the  military  bonds  or  notes  falling  .due  1st  June, 
1883-4,  in  payment  of  the  amounts  due  from  them  on  ac- 
count of  the  military  Tax   for  the  year  1861. 

An  act  to  increase  tho  salary  of  tl\e  Probate  Judge  of  Ita- 
wamba county. 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  exemption  of  certain  officers 
from  service  in  the  provisional  army  of  the  Confederate  States. 
*  An  act  to  procure  cotton. and  wool  cards  for  indigent  fami- 
lies of  soldiers  and  citizens  of  this  State. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  : 

Mm  Speaker — The  Senate  have  passed  the  following  bill: 

An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  military  service  for 
the  next  fiscal  year, 

The'Senate  have  concurred  and  agreed  to  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  Conference  on  the  disagreement  of  the  two 
Houses  on  the  Senate,  amendments  to  House  bill  entitled  an 
act  amendatory  of  the  Revenue  laws  of  this  State. 

The  Senate  have  consented  to  second, committee  of  Confer- 
ence on  tho  disagreement  of  the  two  Houses  on  the  House 
bill  entitled  an  act  amendatory  of  the  Revenue  lavs  of  this 
State.  Messrs.  Wilson,  Griffin  and  Hamilton  are  the  commit- 
tee on  the  part  of  the  Semite. 

The  second  committee  of  Conference  on  the  disagreement 
of  the  two  Houses,  made  the  following  report   through  Mr. 
Seal,  of  Harrison : 
Mr.  Speaker —  .         ■  ' 

The  joint  committee  of  Conference  appointed  upon  the 
three  Senate  amendments  to  the  House  bill  entitled  an  act 
amendatory  of  the  Revenue  laws  of  the  State,  have  had  the 
same  under  consideration.  ,  The  committee  have  agreed  that 
each  planter  shall  be  entitled  to  raise  one  bale  of  cotton, 
counting  five  hundred  pounds  of  lint  to  the  hand,  and  all  over 
that  shall  pay  a  tax  of  four  cents  per  pound  in  the  seed,  count- 
ing all  as  hands  between  the  ages  of  15  and  55  years. 

The  report  was  received. 

And  on  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  W.,  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Henclon  moved  the  reconsideration  of  the  vote  by  which 
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the  House . 'disagreed  to  the  third   amendment  of  the  Senate 
which  was  decided  iu  the  affirmative. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate  : 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The   Senate  have  agreed  to  and  concurred  in  the'xeport  o| 
the  second  committee  of  Conference  on  the   disagreement  c 
•  the  two  Houses  on  the  House  hill  entitled  an  act  a  ■ 
of  the  Revenue  laws  of  this  State. 

The  vote  was  then  taken  on  agreeing  to  the  report  of  th 
first  committee  of  Conference,  and  decided  in  the  affirm  at  iv 
by  yeas  and  nays  called  for  by  Messrs.  Seal  of  Harrffdn,  Bai 
ton  and  !'.oss: 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  Mes.-rs.  Alien, Bes'tor,  Boon, Clark, T)r, I 
son  of  Jones,  Eskridge,  Fox,  Falconer,  Grace,  Gowan,  High 
Ifcndoiv  Isoni,  Irby,  Miuter,  A)  ax  we'll,  Muijdock,  cLauri; 
MoNiel,  Pounds,  Powe,  Staples,  Shelley,  Step!  upso.i 

Weils,  Wier,  Watson  and  Wynne. — 30. 

N.ats;S — Messrs.  Arnold,  Bradford,  Barton,  Brown,  Cr, 
ham,  Carroll,  Daniel,   Fort,    Gully,    Johnson    of   Wiikmsosi 
Johnsdh  of  Tippah,  Moore,  McLemore,  MeK:>v  ofNeshobi 
McElppy,  Owen,   Pope,   Ross,  Seal   of  Han'     .;, 
I  Upshaw — 21. 

Mr.  Watson,  from  the  Judiciary  coinmittee,  reporie*  bac 
a  hill  to  be  entitled -an  act  for  the  relief  of  owners  <  tve 
impressed  under  an  act  entitled  an 'act   to    authorise  irr 

pressmeut  of  .slaves  and  other  pergonal   p  '.>r        'at 

purposes,  approved  Jan.  3d,  lSli''. 

Mr,  Irby  moved,  a  suspension  of  the  rules  to   th - 
the  bill  be  read  the  third  time  and  passed,  jyhieh 
in  the  negative  by  yeas  and  nays   called  for  by  c&c>.-. 
Barton  and  Boon  : 

Yeas— .Mr.  Speaker,  Messrs.  Boon,  Barton,  Clark,  Cin irngh ai 
Carroll,  Daniel,  Falconer,  Gowan,  High,  Isom,  Irby,  J' 
of  Wilkinson,  Atoore,  Maxwell,  McNeil,  Powe,  Seal  of  Kan 
son,  Shelley,  Upshaw,  Watson  and  Wynne — 22. 

Nays — Messrs.  Allen,  Arnold,   Bradford,  Bestor,  Brow 
Dcason  of  Jones,  Eskridge,  .Fo#,  Gully,  Hen  don,  J<>h:: 
Tippah,  Minter,   Murdock,  McLemore,  McKay  of  Nesjiob: 
McLaurin,  MoElroy,  Owen,  Pope,   Pounds,   Ress,  Stubbs 
Smith,  Stehens,  Thompson,  Wells  and  Weir — 20. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  .the  Senat 
Me.  Speaker —  .  > 

The  Senate  have  reconsidered  their  vote  agreeing  to  a;, 
concurring  in  the  report  of  the  second  committee   of  < 
ence  on  the  disagreement  of  the  two  Houses  on  the 
bill  entitled  an  act   amendatory  of  the  Revenue  laws  of  thi 
State,  and  have  again  adopted  the  report  of  the  first  eommi 
tee  of  Conference  on  said  bill. 

The  Senate  have  concurred  in  the  House  resolution  autho; 
izing  the  Speaker  of  the  House  and  the  President  of  thj 
Senate  to  sign  the  original  bills  entitled  an  act  making  certai 
appropriations  therein  named,  and  an  act  entitled  an  act  t 
provide  a  revenue  for  this  State,  without  waiting  for  the  ei 
rollment  of  the  same. 
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The  following   message  was  received  from  the  Governor 

Executive  Office, 
Columbus,  Dee.  9th,  1S6" 
I  am  instructed  by  his  Excellency  the  Governor,  to  inform 
ic  House  that  he  did,  on  the  9th  ins,t.,  sign  and  approve  the 
llowing  House  bills    entitled: 

An  act  making  certain  appropriations  for  the  military  service 
r  the  next  fiscal  year. 

An  act  entitled  an  act  amendatory  of  the  revenue  laws  of 
lis  Slat e. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the  Senate: 
Mk.  Speaker — Th.e'Senate  have  passed  House  bill  entitled  - 
n  act  making  certain  appropriations,  with  sundry  amend- 
ents,  in  which  the  concurrence  of  the  House  is  desired. 
SPho  House  concurred  in  1st  Senate,  amendment,  inserting 
'  for  John  Price  for  cups  i  furnished  the  Senate.  Disagreed 
the.  amendment  for  striking  out  the  appropriation  to  S.  M*. 
anml'ai,  3d  amendment.  Striking  out  W.  C.  Worrell's  ae- 
jint  for  desks  $194,  and  insert  $100,  disagreed  to.  4th 
lendment,  strikeout  VvT.  C.  Worrell's  extra  as  doorkeeper, 
Bo;;  5th  amendment  strike  out  G.  Miller  extra  as  messen- 
$,  disagreed  to.  0th  amend  adding  $2'5  to  John  E.  Price, 
tra  as  page  of  the  Senate; — concurred  in. 
Mr:.  Speaker — The  Senate  recede  from  their  second  and 
:ird  amendments  to  House-bill  entitled  an  act  making  certain 
jjpropriations,  and  insist  on  the  fourth  and  fifth  amendments 
"said  bill. 

The  House,  receded  from  their  disagreement  to  5th  and  6th 
tenuments  to  appropriation  bill. 

3jjji*.   frby,  from   the  committee   on   Enrolled    Bills    made 
3  following  report : 
§,  Speaker-—, 

3?he  committee  on  Enrolled  Bills  beg  leave  to  report  that 
|V  have  examined  the  following  enrolled  bill,  found  the 
ne  correctly  enrolled,  and  have  submitted,  them  to  his 
jgelleucy  the  Governor,  for  his  approval  and  signature: 
.an  act  to  be  entitled  an  act  to  encourage  the  manufacture 
wtton  and  wool  cards  in  this  State. 

Jki  act  to  authorize  the  Board  of  Police  of  Winston,  Nox- 
ee  and  Choctaw  counties  to  borrow  money,  &c, 
in 'act  to   procure  cotton  and  wool  cards  for  the  indigent 
allies  of  soldiers  and  the  citizens  of -this  State,  and  for  other 
ipesos. 

an  act  for  the  relief  of  families  of  soldiers  in  the  counties 
Bin  named,  and  for  other  purposes. 

An  act  compelling  Railroads  to  be  responsible  for  freight 
i  1  baggage. 

An  act  for  the  relief  of  the  first  battalion  Mississippi  State 
ops,  commanded  while  in  service  by  Maj.  Harper. 
An  act  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  Probate  Judge  of  Mon- 
:,  \  county. 

An  act   for  the  relief  of  Thomas  A.  Mitchell,  of  Pontotoc. 
An  act  amendatory  of  the  Revenue  Laws  of  this  State, 
An  act  to  authorize  the  State  Treasurer  to  receive  from  the 
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dele  .'Hectors  of  the  several  counties  in  this  State 

the  military  bonds  or  notes  falling  due  the  1st  of  Jurfe  I 
a;ul  1864,  in  payment  of  the  amounts  due  iYoin 
count  of  the  military  tax  for  the  year  1801. 

An  :empt  county  Treasurers  from  military  dntv. 

An  act  to  authorize  the  State  Treasurer  to  en 

An  act*  to  increase  the  salary  of  the  Probate  Judge  of  Iia- 
waniba  comity.  -  -    •    -> 

An  act  to  provide  for  the  exemption  of  certain  on"; 
service  i:i  the  Provisional  Army  of  the  Gonfedcr: 

An  act  making  appropriations  tor    the   mi  e   for 

the  next  fiscal  year. 

An  act  making  certain  appropriations. 

The  following  rpessage  was  received  from  tire 

Mb.  I ■'■•' ;i\M.Eii — The  Senate  have  adopted  the  following 
joint  resoldl  ion: 

Jtlesdiced by, the   Senate    (the    Hon  e   poftenn  ear,  a 

com  I  three  on  the  part  of  the'  Senate  and  — —on  the 

part  ■      ■..  be  appointee!  to  inform  His  Exeellehey  the 

Governor,  that,  the  two  Houses   having  t:rmsa.e:  s  busi- 

ness bei  .  are  now  ready  to  adjpui-rt,  and  1  o  inquire  of 

His  Ex »  ifhelfas    any  furtfyej"  commuuivation  in  con- 

nection wit  11  the  me. 

The  above  resolution  was  taken  up, the  h  ith  f>, 

and  concurred  in  ;  and   the  speaker  appointed  'a*  committee 
Messrs  Opshaw,  Johnson  of   Wilkinson,  lib  ilve.na  and 

Brown. 

The  following  message  was  received  frpra  ■  :ior: 

Executive   Office,  Columbus,  Dec.  '.'     '  - ■•■'.. 
Mr.  Speaker — The  Governor  has  approved  the  f<  i  bill's 

An  act  making  certain  appropriations. 

The  committee  appointed  to    "wait    on  -y  the  . 

Gov  .d  inform  him  that  the  two  Houses  are  ready  "to" 

adjourn,  &ert  made  the  following  report, 

Which  was  received  and  agreed  to. 
Mr.  Speaker — 

The  joint  committee,  appointed'  to  wait  upon  I  •vuov 

and  inform  him  that  the.  two  houses  had  acted  op  >n  all  mat- 
ters 'before  them,  and  to  ask  the  Governor  if  he  fur- . 
ther  oommunieaiion  to  .make  to  them,  have  performed  that 
duty.  In  answer  to  the  inquiry  the  Governor  said  he  had  no 
other  communications  to  make.  He  requested  the  committee 
to  express  his  gratitude  and  obligation  to, the  two  houses  i'pr 
the  great  confidence  their  legislation  has  manifested  in  him. 

The  following  message  was  received  uoni  the  Senate-: 
*  Mm  Speaker^ 

The  Ssriate  have  concurred  in  the  House  Resolution  to  ad-  ** 
journ,  sine  <Jie,  on  Wednesday  at  12  o'clock  M.,  with  the  fol- 
lowing amendment,  to-wit :  strike  out  the  words,    1:7  o'clock 
M.,     jhe  Senate  amendment  to   the    House   resolution  of  ad- 
journment was  concurred  in. 

The  Speaker  in  a  feeling  address  thanked  the  members  for 
their  uniform  courtesey,  ami  pronounced  the  House  adjourn- 
ed, sine  die. 


APPENDIX. 


AUDITOE'S  REPORT. 


Auditor's  Office,  Columbus,,  Miss.,  ) 
November  2,  *863.      j 

To.  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi : 
In  obedience  to  law,  Code  of  Mississippi,  section.  3,  article 

31, 1  have  the  honor  to  submit  a  report  (with  accompanying 

documents)  of  the  receipts  and  disbursements  of  the  public 

'monies  from  March  4th,   1862  to  October  31st,   1863,  both 

days  inclusive. 

TDhe  receipts  at  the  Treasury  by  warrant  for 
this  period  (see  Document  A.)  were 

To  which  add  amount  of  Treasury  notes  coun- 
tersigned and  delivered  to  the  Treasurer! 
under  act  of  January  29,  1862,  exclusive  or! 
$500,000  00  being  appropriated  to  destitute; 
families  of  soldiers  under  act  of  Jan.  3,  186.ij 

"To  which  aUo  add  amount  of  Treasury  notes! 
on  account  of  cotton  loan  countersigned  and 
delivered  to  the  Treasurer,  $5,000,000  00,  less 
$597,777  20  being  amount  repaid  on  account 

*'  of  said  loan  as  shown  by  Document  A. . . . 


Total  re  eipts  from  all  sources 

The  disbursements  by  warrant  for  same  period 
(see  Document  B.)  were , 


"Excess  of  receipts  over  disbursements 

A-i 


5,757,851  01 


1,110,375  00 


4,402,223  80 


$9,270,449  81 
$8,144,394  26 


$1,126,055  55 
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Document  C.  shows  the  assessment  of  land's  in  the  several' 
counties  of  this  State  for  the  years  1861,  1862, 1863  and  1864. 

Document  D.  shows  the  assessment  of  persona  and  personal 
property  in  the  several  counties  for  the  fiscal  year  1861. 

Document  E.  shows  the  assessment  of  persons  and  per- 
sonal property  in  the  several  counties  for  the  fiscal  year  1862, 
except  from  the  counties  of  Coahoma,  Tippah  and  Tisho- 
mingo, from  which  no  assessments  have  been  received. 

Document  F.  shows  revenue  settlement  of  the  State  tax  of 
1861,  including  additional  returns,  together  with  the  aggre- 
gate amounts  of  credits  allowed  ;  also  balances  due  from  the 
Tax  Collectors  of  the  following  named  counties  : 

Coahoma $        10  00 

Copiah 1.509  52 

Issaquena  . . '. 2,395  01 

Jackson 405  58 

Marshall 1,971  34 

Tippah.... 2,981  21 

Tishomingo ,        3,513  19 

Washington 25,206  04 


$37,991  89 

The  balance  appearing  against  the  Tax  Collector  of  Copiah 
county  was  the  result  of  an  error  in  his  settlement  and  of 
which  he  was  not  apprised  until  the  books  of  this  office  were 
posted,  and  will  doubtless  be  settled  at  an  early  day. 

The  Tax  Collectors  of  Issaquena  and  Jackson  counties 
will  be  entitled  to  credits  for  lands  sold  to  the  State  for  taxes 
of  1861,  when  their  accounts  are  certified  in  proper  form. 

The  Tax  Collector  of  Claiborne  county,  as  appears  by 
Document  "  F.,"  over  paid  the  sum  of  $427  89  on  account  of 
above  named  tax,  and  owes  a  balance  of  $384  32  on  the 
State  Military  Relief  Tax  of  1861,  as  shown  by  Document  I., 
which  will  be  arranged  upon  settlement  of  the  tax  of  the 
present  year. 

Document  G-.  shows  revenue  settlements  on  account  of  the 
Military  Tax  of  1861,  created  by  the  1st  section  of  an  ordi- 
nance of  the  Convention,  adopted  January  1861,  also  balances 
due  on  account  of  said  tax  from  the  Tax  collectors  of  the 
following  counties,  viz : 

Bolivar $       914  42 

Coahoma i 293  14 

Harrison 623  23 

Holmes.... 1,432  56 

Issaquena 2,964  60 

Itawamba .' 518  71 

Jackson »17  79 

Jasper 1,012  51 


Pike 

Simpson. . . . 

Sunflower. . 

Tippah 

Tishomingo. 
Washington. 
Yazoo , 


ft.  241 

53 

290 

24 

625 

71 

627  44 

1,805 

77 

12,191 

76 

1,254 

18 

Total ...    $25,743  59 

A  pay  warrant  was  issued  to  the  collector  of  Pike  county 
for  the  sum  of  $241  53,  being  the  amount  of  his  indebtedness, 
and  which  he  has  omitted  to  present  to  the  Treasurer  for 
payment — when  presented  will  balance  his  account. 

It  will  be  recollected  that  the  above  tax  was  payable  in 
gold  and  silver  or  Treasury  notes  falling  due  in  June,  1862, 
and  owing  to  the  great  difficulty  in  procnring  this  currency, 
together  wilh  the  present  conditien  of  the  country,  I  would 
respectfully  recommend  that  the  Treasurer  be  authorized  to 
receive  Treasury  notes  falling  due  in  June,  1863,  in  payment 
of  the  above  balances,  except  in  the  case  of  Pike  county 
above  referred  to. 
The  amount  of  notes  issued  under  the  provisions^ 

of  the  above  named  ordinance  and  delivered 

to  the  Treasurer  is ; \$   969,850  00 

Bonds 54,860  00 

The  amount  of  notes  and  bonds  falling  due  lsti 

June,    1862,  redeemed    and   cancelled,   and! 

now  on  file  in  this  office,  is 304,510  00 

Eedeemed  and  cancelled  of  the  issues  falling 

due  June,  1863 100  00 

Document  J.  fully  exhibits  a  statement  of  the  distribution 
of  the  State  military  relief  tax  of  1861,  under  an  act  en- 
titled "An  act  to  create  a  fund  for  the  support  of  the  desti- 
tute families  of  volunteers  in  this  State,  and  for  other 
purposes,"  approved  December  16,  1861,  and  also  shows 
balances  due  by  the  collectors  of  the  following  counties,  viz: 

Jackson .1 

Issaquena , 

Marshall r 


Tishomingo 


. .. . 





Total. 


$     101 

75 

653 

73 

7,817 

21 

991 

34 

H       9,564  03 

Document  H.  shows  a  statement  of  revenue  settlements  of 
the  State  tax  of  1862,  with  additional  returns,  together  with 
credits  allowed  to  and  balances  due  by- collectors  of  the  fok 
lowing  counties,  viz  : 
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Bolivar. ......... 

'Carroll ; 

Claiborne 

PeSoto 

Hancock . 

Harrison 

Hinds 

Issaquena 

Itawamba 

Jackson , , 

Jefferson 

Lafayetto » 

Marshall 

Panola 

Pont.toc 

Smith. 

Sunilower   

Tallahatchie 

.Tippah 

Tishomingo 

Warren 

Washington 

Yalobusha 

Yazoo 


14,954  40 
],070  00 

16,786  44 
2,716  24 
2,244  00 
1,156  9T 

J  5,162  07 

14,444  77 

2,339  50 

36 

2,389  53 

2,739  61 

24,596  26 

20,047  38 

4,916  27" 

771   88 

10,847  5ft 
2.298  22s 
4,872  84' 
7,429  54 

20,404  70 

27,971  85 
1,372  84 

11,602  68 


Total .' L$   213,136  01 

The  Tax  Collector  of  Carroll  county,  against  whom  a  bal- 
ance appears  of  $1,070  00,  wrill  be  entitled  to  a  credit  for  tax 
Dn  State  lanls  on  presentation  of  his  account,  and  t)  a 
farther  credit  for  commissions  for  collecting  (on  final  pay- 
ment of  ba'ance  due)  which  is  believed  will  balance  his 
account.  The  balances  due  by  Tippah  and  Tishomingo 
counties  are  upon  the  land  assessments  only — no  personal 
'oils  having  been  received  at  this  office  from  those  counties. 
The  unusually  large  balances  due  by  collectors  on  account 
jf  the  abov  >  named  tax  can  be  readily  accounted  for,  as 
uost  of  them  are  wholly  or  partially  prevented  from  col- 
ecting  by  extraordinary  circumstances  of  which  your 
lonorable  body  is  fully  apprised. 

Document  I.  exhibits  statement  of  settlements  of  r-tate 
Military  Relief  Tax  of  1862,  levied  by  virtue  of  an  act 
approved  January  3,  1863,  for  the  support  of  destitute 
amilies  of  soldiers,  together  with  debits  and  credits  to  and 
>alances  due  by  Tax  Collectors  of  the  following  counties, 
riz: 


Bolivar. . , 
Carroll... 
Claiborne , 


3,791  89 

5fi0  69 

8,393  22 


Coahoma,  on  lands  only. . . 

Hancock  

Harrison 

Hinds   

Holmes . .. . , 

Issaquena 

Itawamba 

Jeff  rsou .... 

Lafayette 

Marshall 

Panola 

Pontotoc 

Smith 

Sunflower. .' 

Tallahatchie 

Tippah,  on  lands  only .... . 
Tishomingo,  on  lands  only 

Warren  . .  , , 

Washington 

Yazoo 


• 

• 


591  06 

1,122  00 

878'  49 

17,693  83 

9,962  66 

7,272  54 

866  84 

194  76 

5,169  36 

12,297  78 

10,123  75 

2,377'  84 

422 
6,521 
3.111. 
2,441 
3,714 
10,372 
15.563  51 
6,301  34 


M) 
98 

69 
19 
77 
73 


Total  $    1 29,746  37 

Document  K.  shows  statement  of  distribution  of  $500,000  00 
appropriated  for  destitute  families  of  soldiers,  undtr  art  ap- 
proved January  3d,  1863,  and  the  further  sum  of  $2  000  00 
donated  by  A.  J.  Gillespie,  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts,  and 
the  amounts  due  and  unpaid  to  the  following  named  counties: 

DeSoto «§        8,414  54 

Issaquena 579  70 

Sunflower....... 2,714  09 

Tallahatchie 6,534  88 

Washington.. 2,722  87 



Total..., jft      20,966  08 

Document  L.  shows  the  distribution  of  State  Military 
Belief  Tax  1862  and  amounts  due  and  unpaid  to  the  follow- 
ing counties,  viz  : 

Adams I 

Amite . 
Carroll 




'*•' 

Claiborne...  * 

Covington 

DeSot©.. 

Franklin 

Greene 

Harrison. .......  . 

Hinds..... 

Issaquena 


3,517  42 
2,680  82 
5,084  85 
3,100  67 
1,576  77 
2,979  3S 
2,214  32 

435  40 
1,340  44 
4,251  37 

205  26 


•  •••*•• 


34 
14 
14 
63 
59" 
64 


1,309 
2,096 
3,651 
2,901 
3,946 
4,42S 
5,787  74 
2,805  22 

388 
2,627 

960 
2,313 

404 
6,269 

964 
2,488 


75- 
95- 
9£ 
84 
30 
76 
10 
13 


3,442  77 


$      74,173  73 


Jackson 

Jefferson .... 
Lauderdale. 
Lawrence.... 

Leake : 

Marshall 

Monroe 

Newton 

Perry 

Pike". 

Sunflower. . 
Tallahatchie. 

Tunica 

Warren 

Washington. 
Wilkinson. . 
Yazoo 

Total 

The  amount  distributed  on  the  1st  August,  1863,  of  the 
tax  above  named,  was  $198,754  19,  as  will  appear  by  refer- 
ence to  Document  L.  The  amount  received  at  Treasury  since 
above  distribution  and  now  on  hand  is  $28,217  48. 

The  above  amount  of  $198,754  19  was  distributed  upon 
the  basis  of  63,908  volunteers  as  per  returns  from  the  several 
counties  now  on  file  in  thi^  office. 

Ha  eing  fully  reported  all  balances  due  upon  the  taxes*  of 
1861  and  1862,  I  would  state  that  owing  to  the  unsettled 
condition  of  the  country,  suits  have  not  been  instituted 
against  Tax  Collectors  in  arrears,  as  required  by  law,  and  I 
would  respectfully  ask  of  your  honorable  body  instructions 
in  the  premises.  •    ■ 

I  would  respectfully  urge  upon  the  Legislature  the  neces- 
sity of  some  alternative  in  the  present  law  for  enforcing  the 
collection  of  taxes  on  delinquent  lands,  as  it  is  impossible  to 
observe  any  system  under  the  law  as  it  now  stands.  Any 
change  would  be  an  improvement. 

I  would  suggest  that  the  Tax  Collector  simply  make  out 
a  statement  under  oath  of  all  lands  upon  which  the  taxes  are 
not  paid,  and  for  which  he  could  find  no  personal  property 
to  distrain  for  the  same. — present  the  same  to  the  Auditor 
and  get  his  credit  for  the  taxes^actually  assessed  on  the  land; 
make  it  the  duty  of  the  Collector  to  certify  the  same  list  to 
the  Probate  Clerk,  and  permit  the  lands  to  be  redeemed 
either  at  the  Auditor's  office  or  at  the  office  of  the  Probate 
Clerk,  and  if  not  redeemed  in  a  given  length  of  time,  then 
have  them  sold  under  such  regulations  as  will  give  the  pur- 
chaser a  title;  recompensing  the  Clerk,  Collector  and 
Auditor,  for  their  labor — but  let  the  coats  be  collected  from 


the  owner  of  the  land  when  redeemed,  thus  avoiding  the 
•  enormous  expense  attendant  upon  the  sale  of  each  small  sub- 
division of  land  sold  to  the  State  for  taxes,  as  allowed  under 
the  present  revenue  law.  Eevised  Code,  sec.  9,  art.  37,  p   80. 

It  frequently  happens  that  the  costs  of  sale  amount  to  ten 
times  as  much  as  the  tax  assessed. 

The  State  now  holds  the  title  to'  about  two  millions  of 
acres  of  land  at  an  annual  cost  for  taxes  of  about  fifteen 
thousand  dollars.  It  would  be  wel!  to  dispose  of  them  by 
sale  or  otherwise,  as  to  yrtur  honorable  body  may  seem  most 
fit.  But  few  of  these  lands  are  now  being  redeemed  owing 
to  the  fact  that  the  time  of  redemption  has  been  extended 
on  most  of  theru  until  two  years  after  the  close  of  the  pres- 
ent war,  under  the  act  of  December  31st,  1862. 

Document  M.  shows  statement  of  semi  annual  interest  due 
the  several  Chickasaw  counties  under  act  of  March  7, 1856, 
together  with  amounts  paid  and  those  still  due. 

Documents  N.,  0.,  P.  and  Q.,  show  the  amounts  drawn  by 
the  several  Eailroad  Companies  in  this  State  on  account  of 
■Chickasaw  School  Fund  loaned  said  companies  under  the 
act  of  March  7,  1856,  and  the  acts  amendatory  thereto. 

Document  R.  shows  the  amounts  drawn  by  the  several 
counties  on  account  of  loan  to  purchase  corn  and  supplies  of 
food  under  the  2nd  section  of  the  ordinance  of  the  Con- 
vention, adopted  March  30,  1861,  together  wifh  the  amounts 
repaid,  and  those  still  due.  This'ordiriance*fails  to  provide 
for  enforcing  the  collection  of  the  loan  by. the  Auditor,,  and 
I  respectfully  ask  the  instructions  of  the  Legislature  in 
relation  thereto. 

In  conclusion,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  that  the  duties 
of  "this  office  are  arduous,  complicated,  and  of  great  respon- 
sibility. Every  citizen  of  the  State  is  interested  in  the  proper 
discharge  of  the  duties  of  the  Auditor.  The  importance  of 
the  office  cannot  be  overestimated  and  demands  the  very 
hest  clerical  ability  on  the  part  of  the  assistants.  Jt  is  of 
the  utmost  importance  to  the  State  that  the  Auditor  have 
accomplished  clerks.  These  I  have,  and  I  bog  leave  to  suggest 
to  your  honorable  body  that  to  enable  them  to  live,  their  sal- 
aries must  be  increased.  I  would,  therefore,  recommend  that 
the  Deputy  Auditor  receive  a  salaryof  two  thousand  dollars, 
and  the  two  Clerks  fifteen  hundred  dollars  per  annum  each  ; 
and  I  take  this  occasion  to  express  my  obligations  to  Mr.  T. 
T.  Swann,  Deputy  Auditor,  and  to  each  of  the  clerks  for 
the  very  efficient  services  rendered. 

My  books  are  posted  to  the  1st  inst.,  and  are  ready  for 
ithe  inspection  of  your  committee. 

Eespectfully  submitted, 

A.  J.  GILLESPIE, 
Auditor  of  Public  Accounts. 
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-       *  [DOCUMENT  K.] 

STATEMENT  OF  DISTRIBUTION  OF  $500,000  TO  DESTITUTE 
Families  of  soldiers,  u  der  act  approved  January  3d,  1863,  aud  dona- 
tion of  $2000  by  A.  J.  Gillespie,  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts. 


COUNTIES. 

Number  of 
Volunteers. 

Pro-rata 
Share. 

Remarks. 

-    367 

862 

'          1326 

243 

1057 

1635 

1445 

2521 

997 

1824 

49 

160S 

507 

958 

712 

140 

503 

117 

1367 

1470 

66 

1065 

421 

1053 

674 

521 

1342 

836 

1174 

933 

1269 

1887 

10S8 

474 

1424 

1594 

1123 

902 

147V 

1006 

1689 

125 

845 

1509 

1272 

805 

3323  53 

7571  S2 

11,646  85 

2134  38 

9284  10 

14  360  93 

12,692  08 

22,143  06 

8757  C9 

11,629  28 

430  39 

14,1*3  77 

4453  21 

84i4  54 

6253  81 

12-2?  68 

4418  00 

10*7  66 

12.006  96 

12,911  66 

579  70 

9354  36 

3697  82 

9248  96 

5920  04 

4576  17 

11,787  38 

7842  96 

10  311  76 

8194  95 

11,146   19 

12;182  63 

9556  38 

4163  35 

12,507  62 

14,000  81 

9863  80 

7922  67 

12  920  41 

8853  71 

14,835  23 

1097  93 

7422  01 

13,254  21 

11,172   54 

7070  67 

Paid. 

<t 

<< 

tt 

<« 

Carroll 

(< 

tt 

tt 

u 

Clarke 

tt 

it 

it 

DeSo  o.. 

It 

Due. 

Paid. 

tt 

ct 

«( 

IC 

Due. 
Paid. 

it 

(C 

(( 

it 

tt 

Paid. 

K 

ct 

>t 

tt 
tt 

ti 

<t 

ti 

t' 

it 

Oktibbeha 

u 

Pa-  ola ■ 

it 

Pike • 

t< 
<< 

it ' 

tt 

ti 

T4 


[DOCUMENT  K.]— Continued. 

COUNTIES. 

Number  of 
Volunteers. 

• 

Pro-rata 
Share. 

Remarks. 

32- 

857 

309 

744 

2136 

2047 

180 

1192 

310 

405 

800 

542 

1021 

1056 

2863  40 
7527  41 
2714  09 
6534  88 

18.761   -14 

17,979  70 
1141  85 

10,469  86 
2722  87 
8557  SO 

.  7026  76 
476)  63 
8967  90 
9275  32 

Paid. 

Duo. 

Paid. 

(< 

D-ue. 

Paid. 

ii 

u 

57,153 

$502,00')  00 

A.  J.  GILLESPIE,  Auditor  Public  Ajcs. 
Auditor's  Otfice,  Columbus,  Miss.,  ) 
Not.  2d,  1668.  f 


IS 


•[DOCUMENT  L.] 

STATEMENT  OP    DISTRIBUTION  OF  MILITARY  RELIEF  TAX  OF 
1862,  made  August  1,  1863,  under  act  approved  January  3d,  1863. 


COUNTIES. 

No. 
Volunteers. 

1131 

862 

1326 

243 

1057 

1635 

1445 

2521 

997 

1324 

49 

1608 

507 

958 

712 

140 

503 

431 

.  1367 

1470 

»    66 

1967 

421 

1053 

674 

621 

1342 

1845 

1174 

933 

1269 

1387 

1088 

474 

1424 

1861 

1123 

902 

1471 

1008 

1669 

125 

845 

S164 

1272 

805! 

719 

Pro-rata 
Share. 

Remarks. 

$3517  42 
2680  82 
4123  86 

755  73 
3287  27 
5084  85 
4493  95 
7840  34 
3100  67 
4117  64 

152  39 
5000  88 
1576  77 
2979  3« 
2214  32 

435  40 
1564  33 
1340  44 
4251  87 
4571  70 

205  26 
6117  37 
1309  34 
3274  83 
2096  14 
1620  32, 
4173  62 
5737  95 
3651  14 
2901  63 
8946  59 
4313  57 
3383  68 
1474  14 
4428  64 
5787  74 
8492  53 
2805  22 
4574  84 
8134  88 
6252  -79 

388  75 
2627  95 
9840  04 
3955  92 
2503  55 
2286  09 

Due. 

Paid. 

u 

Due. 

Paid. 

Due. 

Clarke 

Paid. 

« 

M 

Covington 

Due. 

«( 

a 

*( 

Hancock 

Paid. 

Harrison 

Due. 

Hinds , 

it 

Paid. 

Due. 

Itawamba 

Paid. 

Jasper 

Due. 
Paid. 

Jefferson 

Due. 

Jones 

Paid. 

Kemper 

a    ' 

Lafayette 

it 

Due. 

Lawrence 

Due. 

u 

Paid. 

Madison 

Marion 

it 

Due. 

Monroe 

<< 

Neshoba 

Paid. 

Newton , 

Due. 

Paid. 

Oktibbeha 

<j 

it 

Due. 

Pike 

n 

Paid. 

Scott 

u 

ii 

76. 


[DOCUMENT  L.]— Continued. 

COUNTIES. 

i 

No. 

Volunteers. 

Pro-rata 
Share. 

Remarks. 

Smith 

857 

309 

744 

2162 

2047 

130 

2016 

310 

405 

800 

1092 

1021 

1107 

2665  27 

960  99 

2313  84 

6723  82 

6366  17 

404  30 

6269  76 

964  10 

1259  55 

2488  13 

3396  12 

3175  32 

3442  77 

Paid. 

Due. 

u 

Tippah i 

Paid. 

<< 

Due. 

<< 

Paid. 

Due. 

Paid. 

Due. 

63,908 

$198,754  19 

A.  J.  GILLESPIE,  Auditor  Public  Aces. 
Auditor's  Office,  Columbus,  Miss.,  \ 
Nov.  2,  1863.  5 
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4 
[DOCUMENT    N.] 
STATEMENT    OF    AMOUNT    DRAWN   BY  THE  MISSISSIPPI  OEN- 
tral  Railroad  Company  on  account  of  Chickasaw  School  Fund  loaned 
said  Company,  under  act  of  March,  1856. 


Date  of  Warrants. 


Number. 


1856— March 21; 

May 7  15, 

November 6 

December  . .  .18 

1857— January 26 

February 28 

1859— July ".  5 

I860— J«n^ 14 

November. .  .28 


16, 


1079 
17,  18 
445 
651 
899 
900 

1162 

iifi3 

128 

628 


'AmoHnts. 


45,850 

60  000 

10,000 

27.000 

30.000 

10.000 

5000 

4000 

4150 

9000 

4000 


Remarks. 


$199,000  00 


Re-pd.Feb.  18;'63. 
Au?.  19," 
Nov.  6,  " 
Dec.  18,  " 
Jan.  26/64. 


Due 
Due 
Due 
Due 
Due 
Due 
Due 
Due 
Due 


Feb.  58,  " 

July  5,  '66. 

Jim-  14/67. 
Nov.  28    '- 


A.  J.  GI    LE«FIE,  Auditor  Pab  c  Aces. 
Auditor's  Officr.  Columbus,  Miss  ,  |  i 

November  2d,  1863.  ) 


81 

[DOCUMENT  0.]  ,\ 

STATEMENT  OF  AMOUNTS  DRAWN  BY  THE  MOBILE  AND  OHIO 
Railroad  Company  on  account  of  Chickasaw  School  Fund  loaned  said 
Company,  under  act  of  March,  1856. 


Date  of  Warraut. 

Number. 

Amounts. 

REMARKS. 

1857— May              4 

9 

25,000  00 

Due  May  4,  1864. 

18 

43 

20  000  0 

Due  May  18,  1864. 

June              2 

102 

10,000  00 

Due  June  2,     " 

17 

140 

20,00«  00 

Due     "    17,     " 

July             13 

278 

30.000  00 

lue  July  13,  1864. 

September    2 

355 

15  0i/<J  0" 

Due  Si  pt.  2,     " 

"                18 

382 

15,000  00 

Due  Sept.  18,  " 

1858— April            1 

1296  &  1302 

25.000  0:' 

Due  April  1,  1865. 

June            24 

175 

2900  00 

Du    J   ne  24,  •• 

"                18 

129 

10,000  00 

Due  June  18,  "   ' 

December     4 

817  &  818 

7100  00 

Due  Dec.      4,  " 

1859— May        '     18 

.     36 

5000  GO 

Dmc  May  18,  1866. 

"                31 

63 

lOi'O  oo 

Due     "      31,     " 

I860— May             2» 

60,  61,  &  62 

14,000  00 

Due     "      29,  1867. 

$200,000  00 

—  - i  . . 

A.  J    GILLESPIE,  Auditor  Public  Aces. 
Auditor's  Office,  Columbus,  Miss.,  ) 
November  2d,  1863.  J 

A— 6  v. 


■♦■ 
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[DOCUMENT  P.J 
STATEMENT    OF    AMOUNTS    DRAWN  BY  THE  MISSISSIPPI  AND 
Tennessee  Railroad  Company  on  account  of  Chickasaw  School  Fund 
loaned  sud  Company,  under  act  of  March,  1856. 


Date  of  Warrants. 

- 
Number. 

1 
Amounts. 

| 

Remarks. 

1856— April 

s 

1112 

45,850  0i)|  Due  April    8,  1863. 

May 

10 

35 

50, o'OO  00   Due  May    10, 

September 

29 

361 

loOOO  00!  Due  Set.t.  29,         " 

D  comber 

6 

563 

36,000  00;  Due  Dec.      6,         " 

1S57 — January 

1 

756 

30,000  00;  Due  Jan.       1,  1864. 

,  « 

* 

795 

1000  00;  Due  Jan.     7, 

<( 

no 

877 

9000  00!  Due  Jan.    22,         " 

1859 — June 

17 

120 

4150  00  Due  June  17,  1866. 

December 

23 

898 

4000  00;  Due  Dee.    23,         " 

1860-Mav 

30 

78 

9200  00:  Due  May  30,  1867. 

November 

1 

456 

800  00:  Due  Nov.     1,         " 
$200,000  00| 

A.  J.  GILLESPIE, 
AuniTorrg  Office,  Coh'mbus,  Miss.,  ) 
November  2d,  1863.  V 
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[DOCUMENT    Q]     ' 

STATEMENT  OF  WARRANTS  ISSUED  TO  THE  NEW  ORLEANS, 
Jackson  and  Great  Northern  Railroad  Company  on  account  of  Chicka- 
saw School  Fund,  v.nderact  of  March,  1856. 


. 

' 

— ,-• »■ 

Date  of  Warrants. 

Number. 

Amounts. 

Remarks. 

1857— -March         25 

1191 

25,000  00 

Due  March  25,   1864. 

May             11 

22 

25,000  00 

Due  May  11,          " 

Juoe            10 

118 

25,0u0  00 

Due  June  10,        " 

September     7 

365 

30,000  00 

Due  Sept.  7,          " 

October         1 

397 

30,000  00 

Due  Oct.    1,          " 

31 

470 

33,000  00 

Due  Oct.  81,          " 

"              31 

471 

17,000  00 

Due  Oct.  81,          '« 

1S61— February     16 

1308  &  '9 

10,000  00 

Due  Feb.  16,  1S68. 

August        16 

567 

5000  00 

Due  Aug.  16,        " 

« 

8200.000  00 

A.  J.  GILLESPIE,  Auditor  Public  Aces. 
Auditor's  Office,  Columbus,   Miss.,  I 
November^  1863.  j 
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AUDITOR'S  REPORT  10.  "2. 


AUDITOR'S  OFFICE,         ) 
Columbus,  Miss.,  October  29,  1863.  J 

To  His  Excellency  John  J.  Pettus,  Governor  ^  &c, 

Sir — In  answer  to  your  communication  of  this  date,  I 
have  the  honor  to  report  as  follows  : 

The  amount  of  Cotton  Notes  issued  pursuant  to  a  bill  to 
be  entitled  "  An  act  authorizing  the  issuance  of  Treasury- 
Notes  as  advances  upon  cotton,"  approved  Dec.  19,  1861,  to 
be  five  millions  of  dollars.  The  amount  refunded  on  ac- 
count of  said  loan  to  this  date  is  five  hundred  and  seveniy- 
seven  thousand  seven  hundred  and  nine  dollars. 

The  amount  of  warrants  issued  upon  your  requisitions  on 
account  of  Military  Fund  underact  entitled  "  An  act  author 
izing  the  issuance  of  Treasury  Notes  on  behalf  of  the  State.'7 
approved  January  29,  1862,  and  the  act  entitled  •'  An  act  to 
procure  salt  for  the  indigent  families  of  soldiers,  and  fo** 
other  purposes,"  approved  January  1st,  1863,  is  one  millio.i 
one  hundred  and  fifteen  thousand  five  hundred  and  fifty-four 
dollars  and  ninety-three  cents  ;  of  which  the  sum  of  one 
hundred  and  twenty  thousand  six  hundred  and  two  dollars 
and  twenty-seven  cents  was  drawn  on  account  of  appropria- 
tion for  salt.  The  amount  refunded  on  account  said  military 
fund  is  two  hundred  and  sixty-two  thousand  five  hundred 
and  eighty  nine  dollars  and  sixty-seven  cents  ;  of  which 
twelve  thousand  five  hundred  and  eighty-nine  dollurs  and 
sixty  seven  cents  was  for  sales  of  salt. 

The  amount-  of  Treasury  notes  countersigned  and  delivered 
to  the  State  Treasurer  under  an  ordinance  of  the  Conven- 
tion to  raise  means  for*  the  defense  of  the  State,  adopted 
January,  1861,  is  nine  hundred  and  sixty-nine  thousand 
eight  hundred  and  fifty  dollars.  The  amount  of  said  notes 
redeemed  and  cancelled  is  three  hundred  and  four  thousand 
five  hundred  and  ten  dollars  and  sixty-two  cents,  of  the  issues 
payable  in  June,  1862,  and  one  hundred  dollars  of  the  issues 
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payable  in  June,  1863.  The  amount  of  tax  collected  under 
the  first  section  of  said  ordinance  and  paid  into  the  State 
Treasury  by  the  several  tax  collectors  to  date,  is  three  hun- 
dred and  fifty-five  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty-three 
dollars  and  uiuety-seven  cents. 

The  amount  drawn  upon  your  requisition  on  account  of 
appropriation  for  arms  under  act  approved  Dec.  15,  1859,  is 
seventy-two  thousand  seven  hundred  forty-five  dollars  and 
twelve  cents. 

The  amount  of  warrants  issued  upon  your  requisitions  for 
repairs  of  Executive  Mansion  under  act  approved  December 
11,  18H1,  is  fifty-nine  dollars. 

All  of  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by 

Your  obedient  servant, 

A.  J.  GILLESPIE, 
Auditor  of  Public  Acconts. 


TREASURER 


,5s 


EPO 


il'X 


TREASURER'S  OFFICE.         ) 
Columbus,  Miss.,  November  9,  1883.  |i 

To  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi : 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  the  following  report :  Before 
the  fall  of  Jackson,  in  May  last,  I  was  ordered  to  pack  up 
the  books,  papers  and  money  then  on  hand.  I  did  so.  The 
same  was  removed  to  Enterprise,  Mississippi.  Fearing  a 
raid  upon  that  place,  I  took  the  valuables  of  the  office  to 
Mobile,  Alabama,  and  placed  them  in  the  Bank  of  Mobile. 
After  the  fall  of  Yicksburg,  an  attack  upon  Mobile  was  ap- 
prehended, and  I  again  removed  them  36  Montgomery, 
Alabama,  and  deposiied  them  in  the  Central  Bank  of  Ala- 
bama, where  the  most  of  them  are  now.  The  cost  of  removal 
and  travelling  expenses,  was  $'41.2  00,  for  which  I  aak  an 
appropriation  by  the  Legislature. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  Treasury  notes  issued  in  pur- 
suance of  an  ordinance  of  the  Convention  of  the  State  : 


1  Bond ; 

109  Bonds,  $500  each 

5459  Treasury.  Notes,  $100  each 
5458        "  "         $50  each. 

5035        "  "         $20  each. 

5035        "  "        $10  each.. 


$  360 

54,500 

545,900 

272,900 

100,700 

50,350 

•$'1,02',  71.0 
32,990 

Amounts  issued j      991,720 

The  amount  on  hand  was  signed  by  the  late  Col.  E.  R. 
Burt,  Auditor,  etc.,  and  I  declined  issuing  them  after  his 
death.  These  JBonds  and  Notes  ought  to  be  destroyed. 
There  is  enough  of  coin  in  the  Treasury  to  pay  all  out- 
standing Treasury  Notes,  due  June  1st  1862. 


Of  this  amount  there  is  on  hand 
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The  following  is  a  statement  of  the  Treasury  Notes,  issued 
by  an  act  of  the  Legislature,  29th  January,  1862  : 


8798  Notes,  $50  each 

982-1        "     $20  each 

64,v>33        "     $10  each 

64,933        "     $5  each. 


$439,900 
196,480 
649,330 
324,665 


J  1,610,375 

This  includes  $500,000  appropriated  by  the  Legislature  to 
the  destitute  families. 

There  is  in  the  Treasury  $407,'  33  02,  subject  to  the  pay- 
ment of  general  warrants. 

There  is  in  the  Treasury  $8,134  50  of  the  Cotton  Loan 
yet  unpaid.  Auditor's  warrants  have  been  issued  but  have 
never  been  presented  for  payment. 

There  has  been  $o00,0-.  0  00  of  the  Cotton  Notes  paid 
back  into  the  Treasury.     These  notes  ought  to  be  destroyed. 

The  last  Legislature  appointed  a  special  committe,to  ex- 
amine the  Treasurer's  Office.  Major  L.  Mims,  the  chairman 
of  the  committee,  at  my  request,  called  it  together  for  the 
purpose  of  making  the  examination  ;  the  committee  failed  to 
meet,  hence  no  examination  has  taken  place 

I  respectfully  urge  upon  the  Legislature  the  propriety  of 
appointing  a  special  commissioner  to  examine  the  Treasu- 
rer's Office.  It  will  take  three  or  four  month's  time  to  make 
the  necessary  examination.  It  is  hardly  possible  to  get  a 
committee  of  'the  Legislature  to  remain  thai  length  of  time. 
This  is  the  reason  why  I  ask  for  the  appointment  of  a  special 
commissioner. 

Owing  to  the  issuance'of  such  large  amounts  of  Treasury 
Notes,  the  duties  of  this  office  have  become  very  onerous. 
The  clerical  force  in  the  office  is  entirely  inadequate  to  the 
discharge  of  its  duties  efficiently.  I  therefore  request  the 
appointment  of  an  additional  clerk. 

1  regret  that  I  cannot  give  }7ou  a  more  detailed  and  elabo- 
rate view  of  the  operatidns  of  this  Department.  The  want . 
of  time  to  prepare  it,  and  oilier  causes,  prevent  my  doing  so. 
The  examination  proposed,  to  be  made,  and  the  report  of 
the  same  will, -to  some  extent,  obviate  the  necessity  of  it  at 
the  present  time.  .      >•, 

This  partial  report  is  respectfully  submitted. 

M.  D.  HAYNES, 

State  Treasurer. 


Memoranda  Concerning  the  Geological  Survey. 


By  the  act,  approved  August  T,  1861,  (Extra  Session) 
the  previous  act  appropriating  $4,800  per  annum  ior  the 
purposes  of  the  survey,  was  suspended  "  during  the  war,  and 
for  twelve  months  thereafter  ;"  and  the  annual  sum  of  $  1 ,250 
was  allowed  as  a  salary  to  the  State  Geologist,  and  for  the 
further  prosecution  of  the  office  work  of  the  Survey,  and  the 
prosecution  of  the  collections ;  _,the  field-work  being,  of 
course,  suspended. 

Shortly  after  the  passage  of  the  above  act,  and  during  a 
portion  of  the  winter  1861-02,  the  chemical  labors  (analyses 
of  soils,  etc..)  which  had  until  then  progressed  as  usual,  were 
suspended,  in  order  to  complete  the  arrangement,  labelling 
and  cataloguing:  of  the  collection  ;  now  consisting  'of  about 
3,000  specimens,  among  which  about  400  soils  and  marls, 
representing  the  agricultural  resources  of  the  State  ;  outside 
of  the  Mississippi  bottom,  not  yet  explored.  To  the 
respectable  aspect  of  ihe  collections  so  arranged,  their  pre- 
servation during  the  subsequent  Federal  occupation,  is  chiefly 
owing. 

in  spring,  1862,  at  the  request  of  Dr.  Lemman,  Chief  of 
the  Nitre  District  including  this  State,  I  undertook  a  special 
examination  of  the^aves  existing  in  this  State,  with  reference 
to  the  production  of  saltpetre.  The  result,  as  anticipated, 
was  unfavorable,  these  caves  being  too  wet  for  the  accumu- 
lation of  nitre,  though  it  is  constantly  forming  in  them. 

About  the  same  time,  I  was  directed  by  the  Governor  to 
examine,  and  report  on,  the  resources  of  the  State  in  refer- 
ence to  the  production  of  salt.  The  subject  having  occupied 
my  earnest  attention  before,  during  field  work,  but  little 
fuither  examination  in  loco  was  required;  I  nevertheless, 
visited  a  number  of  reputed  salt-springs  and  licks  in  Rankin 
and  Hinds  counties,  finding  confirmed  in  all  cases,  my  pre- 
viously acquired  views  on  the  subject,  viz  :  That  no  natural 
brines  sufficiently  strong,  or  deposits  of  salt,  seem  to  exist  in 
the  State  ;  and  that  the  salt  licks  so  frequently  found,  are  a 
merely  superficial  accumulation,  resulting  from  the  evapora- 
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tion,  on  the  surface  of  a  porous  soil,  of  very  weak,  and 
mostly  impure,  brines  drawn  up  from  underlying  deposits 
impregnated  with  the  same.  In  no  instance  has  the  sinking 
of  a  well  on  such  a  spot,  led  to  any  useful  discovery. 

With  the  approbation  of  the  Governor,  I  published  in 
circular  form  for  distribution,  general  directions  for  making 
salt,  explaining  also,  the  mode  of  occurrence,  and  manner  of 
utilizing  these  salt  licks^  by  leaching  the  top  earth,  where 
indications  justified  the  attempt.  1  at  the  same  time  invited 
the  sending  of  specimens  of  salt  or  earth  to  me  for  exami- 
tion.  Numerous'  specimens  and  communications  were,  in 
consequence,  received  and  as  promptly  attended  to  as  single- 
handed,  labor  would  permit;  the  results  of  analyses,  or 
directions,  as  the  case  might  be,  being  forwarded  by  mail  to 
the  persons  concerned.  In  a  number  of  cases  (especially  in 
Rankin.  Hinds  and  Panola  counties,)  the  brines,  or  salt  ob- 
tained therefrom,  were  of  good,  and  even  superior  quality  ; 
in  others,  their  impurity  was  found  to  be  corrected  by  the 
use  of  quicklime  ;  while  in  others  still,  the  amount  of  other 
salts  (especially  Glauber's  and  Epsom  Salt)  was  found  too 
great  to  allow  of  purification  or  other  useful  application  for 
the  present.  These  examinations  have  been  continued,  with 
more  Or  less  interruption  in  consequence  of  the  operations  of 
the  armies,  up  to  the  present  time.  It  is  believed  that  not  a 
few  persons  have  thereby  been  enabled  to  manufacture  their 
own  supply  of  salt ;  while  a  good  many  more  have  been 
prevented  from  using  a  noxious  article,  or  incurring  serious 
expense  where  no  good  result  could  be  realized. 

I  have  also  taken  the  opportunity  of  examining  the  relative 
value  of  the  various  kinds  of  salt  now  used  ;  the  result 
being,  that  the  purest  of  all  is  the  Louisiana  Rock  Salt ; 
next  to  it  the  Salt  made  at  Lake  Bistene^au,  in  Northwestern 
Louisiana  ;  while  the  least  pure  of  all,  containing  three  to 
five  per  cent,  of  impurities.,  is  the  salt  made  in  Southern 
Alabama. 

Other  substances  also  have  been  examined,  such  as  cop- 
peras ores  from  various  parts  of  the  State ;  numerous  speci- 
mens supposed  to  be,  or  contain,  saltpetre,  but  mostly  con- 
taining only  Epsom  or  Glauber's  Salt.  A  fine  specimen  of 
alum  (or  rather'  Sulphate  of  Alumina)  more  than  equal  in 
value,  weight  for  weight,  to  the  best  Alum  of  commerce,  has 
been  received,  from  Holmes  county,  where,  as  well  as  in  the 
adjoining  portions  of  Madison,  (Artesian  springs,  Camden, 
etc.)  alum  earth  of  good  quality  occurs. 

I  have  also,  at  the  request  of  the  District  Superintendent 
of  the  Nitre  Bureau,   rendered  advisory  assistance,  in   the 
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construction,  and  management  of  the  nitre  beds  established 
at  Jackson,  but  since  destroyed  by  the  enemy. 

At  the  retreat  of  the  army  from  Abbeville,  I  remained  at 
Oxford,  in  order,  if  possible,  to  prevent  the  waton  destruc- 
tion of  the  collections,  which  were  in  a  dormitory  building, 
apart  from  the  University  collections.  I  obtained  from  the 
Federal  Provost  Marshal  an  order  protecting  the  collec- 
tions, laboratory,  etc.,  but  it  was  only  by  unceasing  personal 
vigilance  that  I  could  prevent  serious  injury  to  both.  After 
the  occupation  of  the  University  buildings  as  a  federal 
hospital,  the  collections  were. ordered  to  be  removed,  to 
make  room  for  the  sick.  I  succeeded,  however,  in  so  far 
interesting  the  Post  Surgeon  in  their  preservation,  that  a 
detail  of  carpenters  was  furnished  me,  by  whose  assistance 
I  effected  the  removal  to  the  Observatory  building,  to 
which  the  shelves,  also,  had  been  removed.  Thus,  on  the 
whole,  but  very  little  damage  has  been  sustained ;  although, 
but  for  my  presence,  the  greater  part  of  the  specimens 
would  have  been  lost.  They  are  now  fully  re-arranged,  and 
I  have  packed  away  ready  for  transmission,  the  duplicates 
designed  for  the  State  collection  at  Jackson. 

In  February  last,  I  was  detailed  by  the  Governor,  upon 
the  request  of  General  Pemberton,  to  establish  Drummond 
lights  on  the  bluffs  at  Vicksburg.  Owing  to  the  great  dif- 
ficulty of  procuring  intelligent  workmen,  and  materials,  the 
arrangements  were  not  completed  until  about  three  weeks 
before  the  interruption  of  railroad  communication  by  the 
enemy;  and  subsequently,  in  consequence  of  the  most  im- 
portant ingredient  for  the  generation  of  the.  light  having 
been  re-shipped  uponjequisition  of  the  ordnance  laboratory 
at  Selma,  no  adequate  supply  for  a  permanent  maintenance 
of  the  light  could  be  procured  before  the  intervention  of 
the  enemy.  While  on  my  way  to  bring  on  the  deficient 
material  myself,  I  was  taken  severely  ill  at  Jackson,  being 
confined  to  bed  during  the  first  federal  occupation  of  that 
place,  and  for  some  time  thereafter  ;  when,  finding  commu- 
nication with  Vicksburg  closed,  and  being  forbidden  all 
kind  of  exertion,  I  returned  to' Oxford,. where,  after  a  tedi- 
ous convalescence,  I  have  continued  as  heretofore,  partly  the 
regular  chemical  work  of  the  survey,,  partly  such  examina- 
tions as,  from  time  to  time  have  been  called  for. 

That  with  the  limited  means  at  my  disposal,   and  under' 
the  necessity  of  preparing,  myself,   all  the  re-agents,  mate- 
rials, and  even  apparatus  required  in  the  laboratory,  which 
ordinarily  are  purchased  ready-made,   the  progress   of  the 
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regular  work  cannot  he  rapid,  will  not  be  surprising.  Ev- 
erything however,  is  kept  in  working  order,  and  ready  for 
anything  that  may  be  required  to  be  done. 

As  to  the  report  made  by  myself  in  1860,  and  printed 
by  Mr.  Barksdale  at  the  Mississippian  Office,  which  had  to 
be  sent  to  St.  Louis  to  be  bound  within  the  limits  of  the 
appropriation,  I  have  information  that  it  was  safe  up  to 
March  of  the  current  year,  and  have  reason  to  hope  it  will 
continue  so  to  be  for  any  reasonable  .length  of  time,  inas- 
much as  the  binder  would  be  unable  to  reimburse  the  outlay 
for  10i)(J  copies  bound  already,  by  the  sale  of  the  edition  in 
any  manner  whatsoever,  it  being  of  interest  chieflv  to  this 
State  only.  E.  W.  LlILGAItD. 


ANALYSIS  OF  SALTS. 


The  following  analyses,  selected  from  those  made  by  me 
during  the  past  two  years,  may  prove  interesting  to  the 
public,  as  showing  the  great  variety  of  composition,  and 
the  necessity  for  chemical  examination  of  salts  made  froni 
the'  natural  licks  occurring  in  this  State. 

I.  Brines  or  Salts  of  good  quality  for  Salt-boiling.  . 


I  Brine  from 

jMr  Tiiggs'  Salt  from  Di 
near  Bran-  Bibbler,  Sar 
don,     Ran- (lis,       Panola 

llin  counry.  comity 


Chloride  of  Sodium  (Com'n  Salt),  j 
Do  of  Magnesium  ("Bitt.-rn")! 
Do     ot  Calcium 

Sulphate  of  Lime  (Gypsum) . . . 


78  32 
7  Sit 

11.59 
•2  96 


100.17 


94.69 
,1.87 
3  29 
0.95 


100.80 


Salt  f  cm  T.  J. 
M  c  D  o  n  aid's 
near      Ray- 

uioiid,  Hinds 
county. 


C  on  t  aine 
about  2  per 
cent,  of  i  m- 
p  u  )•  i  t  i  e  8  , 
cbiefly  Glaub- 
ers Sa't. 
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ANALYSIS  OP  SALTS— Continued. 


II    Indifferent  Brines,    making  impure  Salt,  or  but  very 

little. 


Poindexter, 
Bike  co'nty 

E.H.  An- 
ders on, 
K  irkw.'d. 

J.D.  Fou- 

dren,R'y- 
mond. 

J.  Griggs 
Shiron. 

Sulphate  of  Soda  (Glaubers  Salt) . 
Do         of  Lime  (Gypsum).  \.. . 

30.09 
61  07 

3  79 
4.76 

37  35 

51.24 

2.08 

10  86 

25  48 

40.98 

1.48 

32.'26 

48.13 

39.28 
7.54 
5  05 

99.71 

100.53 

100.20 

100.00 

III.  Brines  altogether  unfit  for  Salt-boiling. 


Chloride  of  Sodium  (S  It) 

Sulphate  of  Sod..  (Glaubers  Salt).. 

"  •       "  Lim^  (Gypsum) 
Chloride  of  Magnesium  (Bittern). 


Sulphate  of  Magnesia  (Eps'm  Salt.) 
Alumina,  Oxid'»  of  Iron  &  Manga'*? 


Dr.    H.    G 

Evans,  Mon- 
terey. 


13.45 

71.14 

6.37 

9.04 

100.00 


Dr.  Cowdeo, 
Oakland,  Yal- 
la^nisha. 


35.721 
4.  92 
1.   64 


7.14 
0.59 


100.00 


A.  B  Smith, 
Hi  1  1  s  b  oro', 
Scot  County. 

6  93 

88  41 

2.00 

2.43 


99.77 


IV.  Examples  of  the  benefit  arising  from  the  treatment  of 
impure  brines  with  lime. 


Mrs.    Ayrea'    Brine, 
Marshall  county. 

A.  B.  Harris,  Aco- 
na,    Holmes  Co. 

Fresh. 

Bailed 
with  lims?. 

Fresh. 

Boil-  d  with 
Lime. 

Sulphate  of  Soda  (Glaubers'  Salt.. 
"         "   \,ime  (Gypsum). .. . 

20.65 
39.11 
15  33 
24  91 

51.42 

1.73 

15.33 

68.00 
3  08 

20.79 
8  14 

25.67 

44  84 

3.08 

(Epsom  Salt) 
i 

100.00 

68.48 

100.01 

73.59 
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ANALYSIS  OF  SALTS— Continued. 


I  subjoin  the  analyses  of  the  three. kinds  of  salt  now  used 
[u  this  State  : 


Alabama  Salt. 

BisteneauS't. 

Kock    Salt. 

97.162 
1.181 
1.74*6 
0.03S 

99.684 
0.103 
0.168 
0.045 

99.886 

"'     "   Magnesium..... 

0.114 

100  122 

100.000 

lfiO.000 

The  Louisiana  Salts  are,  therefore,  purer  than  most  other 
Salts  of  commerce.  Alabama  Salt  may  be  purified  by 
leaching  it  with  some  water  or  brine,  or  by  re-boiling. 

A  specimen  of  Alum,  from  Holmes  county,  (sent  by  Dr. 
W.  D.  Barry,  Durant)  showed  the  following   composition  : 

Tersulpliato  of  Alumina.  ("  Alum") 73.13 

Sulphate  of  Magnesia  (Epsom  Salt) . 23.41 

"       "     Lime  (Gypsum) 0.99 

"       "     Soda  (Glauber's  Salt).. 2.41 

Chloride  of  Magnesium  (Bittern) 0.15 


100.00 

Weight  for  weight,  this  substance  in  its  dry  state,  is  equal 
to  twice  its  amount  of  the  best  alum  ;  or,  if  obtained  mere* 
ly  by  boiling  down  to  a  Syrup,  without  drying,  it  will  be 
equal  to  the  same  weight  of  Alum  ;  the  Epsom  Salt,  con- 
tained in  it,  nowise  interferes  with  any  of  it3  usual  applica- 
tions. 
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Columbus,  Miss.,  Nov.  20,  1863. 

To  J.  C.  Napier,  G.  R.  Diceson,  and  C.  H.  Manship— ■• 
.  Board  of  the  Mississippi  Penitentiary  : 

Gentlemen — It  again  becomes  my  duty  to  report  to  you 
the  condition  of  the  Mississippi  Penitentiary,'  over  which  I 
was  ealled  by  the  honorable  Legislature-  of  Mississippi  to 
preside  as  an  executive  officer.    ■ 

It  pains  me  greatly  to  be  compelled  to  report  to  you  the 
almost  total  destruction  of  that  Institution  by  the  Federal 
army  on  the  17th  of  May  last. 

The  Cotton  Factory  was  a  very  superior  brick  building, 
206  feet  long,  66  feet  broad  and  two  storie3  high.  It  con- 
tained twenty-four  (24)  cotton  cards,  two  sets  of  wool 
machinery,  two  thousand  three  hundred  and  four  (2304) 
cotton  spindles,  seventy-six  (76)  Osnaburg  looms  and  four 
twill  looms,  with  all  the  other  necessary  machinery  for  the 
manufacture  of  Linseys,  Osnaburgs,  yarns  and  cotton  bats. 
We  had  also  in  this  building  seven  sets  of  carpenter's  and 
cabinet  tools,  one  set  of  cooper's  tools,  two  wood  lathes,  one 
large  iron  lathe,  one  gear  cutting  machine,  one  sixty-horse 
power  engine  and  three  boilers,  with  all  the  tools  and  facto- 
ry findings  necessary  for  the  successful  prosecution  of  our 
work.  All  of  these  with  the  building  were  destroyed.  The 
building  is  materially  injured  ;  so  much  so  that  1  think  it 
doubtful  whether  it  can  ever  be  repaired  for  the  purposes 
•  originally  intended.  The  machinery  is  entirely  destroyed, 
and  is  valuless.  except  as  old  iron.  The  engine  and  boilers 
are  not  materially  injured. 

This  building  was  fired  by  a  Lieutenant  of  Gen.  Grant's 
army.  The  devouring  flames  were  soon  extended  to  the  shoe 
and  tailor's  shop,  which  stood  contiguous  thereto,  completely 
destroying  that  building.  It  was,  however,  a  part  of  the 
old  building  first  erected  for  the  use  of  the  inmates  of  that 

institution,  and  was  not  very  valuable.     It  contained  all  the 
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shoe-maker's  tools,  leather,  etc.,  necessary  for  the  prosecution 
of  the  labors  o£  that  shop.  The  flames  soon  thereafter 
reached  a  cotten  shed,  containing  about  three  hundred  bales 
of  cotton,  which  were  destroyed.  The  prison  building  and 
front  building  were  also  burnt  down.  The  prison  building 
contained  two  hundred  cells,  with  the  furniture  necessary 
for  their  occupation  by  couvicts.  It  also  contained  twelve 
room  used  by  the  guards  as  bed-rooms,  also  the  hospital'  and 
drug  shop,  all  tf  which  were  entirely  consumed.  The  front 
building  was  used  for  offices,  store  rooms,  and  the  private 
residence  of  the  Sergeant  of  the  guard.  We  had  on  hand 
at  the  time  of  the  conflagration  about  10  000  pounds  of 
bacon,  8  hogsheads  of  sugar,  a  supply  of  salt,  some  200 
bushels  of  corn,  potatoes,  etc.  ;  in  other  words,  we  had  a 
full  supply  of  all  the  necessary  articles  of  food,  except  a 
sufficiency  of  corn  and  potatoes,  for  many  months  to  come. 
Most  ot  the  officers  in  the  building  and  in  the  guard  rooms 
of  the  prison  lost  a  considerable  part  of  their  'private  effects. 
The  Federal  guard  placed  at  the  Institution  would  not  per- 
mit the  officers  and  guards  to  remove  their  private  property. 
The  gre  itest  sufferer  was  the  Sergeant  of  the  guard.  Mr  W. 
C.  Han  eil,  who  lost  nearly  all  of  his  furniture  and  much  of 
his  family  >upplies. 

We  had  on  hand  at  the  time  of  the  destruction  of  the 
Institution  but  a  small  quantity  of  manufactured  goods,  say 
1000  yards  Lowells,  and  fifty  bundles  of  cotton  yarns. 

The  d  tnand  for  the  articles  we  manufactured  was  >o  great 
that  it  precluded  the  possibility  of  ever  having  on  hand  more 
than  a  few  pieces  at  a  time  of  Osnaburgs  and  a  few  bundles 
of  cotton  yarns. 

We  lost  also  one  two'horse  wagon  and  five  mules,  captured 
and  tak  n  off  by  the  Federal  army.  We  sent  to  the  country 
one  four-horse  wagon  aud  three  mules,  which  were  sold  and 
the  proceeds  ©f  the  sale  paid  to  the  Agent.  The  black- 
smith shop,  wash-house?  and  residence  of  the  Superintendent 
and  stable,  escapted  destruction  during  the  first  visit  of  the 
enemy  to  our  capital  ;  since  then,  however,  during  the  late 
occupation  of  Jackson,  they  burned  the  blacksmith  shop, 
consuming  five  sets  of  blacksmith's  tools. 

The  only  property  of  the  Institution  requiring  attention 
is  two  steam  engines,  four  boilers,  a  few  thousand  feet  of 
lumber  and  a  large  quantity  of  old  iron.  The  iron  is  valu- 
able and  -Oiould  be  carefully  looked  after  and  sold  for  the 
benefit  of  the  State.  I  retained  Mr.  D.  M.  Wilkinson  in 
the  employ  of  the  State  for  this  purpose.    I  would  suggest 
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'that  it  is  still  our  duty  to  retain  him  to  look  after  the  build- 
dings,  fences,  engines,  iron,  etc.,  in  order  that  they  may  be 
properly  cared  for. 

For  the  fiscal  condition  of  the  Institution  I  would  repect- 
fully  refer  you  to  the  report,  accompanying  this,  of  Mr.  E. 
P.  Russell,  the  Agent  and  €lerk,  you  will  perceive  that  the 
Institution  for  the  first  seven  and  a  half  months  of  the  last 
fiscal  year,  made  and  paid  into  the  Treasury  of  the  State  the 
sum  of  sixty  thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety  dollars  and 
seventy-six  cents  ($60,460.76).  He  estimates  that  bad  not 
the  city  of  Jackson  been  occupied  by  the  Federal  army,  our 
net  profits  for  the  entire  fiscal  years  would  have  been  one 
hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  dollars-  ($125,000.00). 
This  large  profit  would  have  been  produced  in  consequence 
of  the  low  price  of  the  raw  material  and  the  high  price  and 
great  demand  for  all  the  articles  .manufactured  at  this 
Iustitution. 

The  Governor  some  two  weeks  before  the  occupation  of 
Jackson  by  the  Federal  army  ordered  me  to  send  25  of  the 
most  desperate  and  disloyal  prisoners  to  the  Penitentiary  of 
-Alabama,  and  in  obedience  to  his  order  I  did  so.  These 
prisoners,  as  I  learn  from  Governor  Pettus,  were  placed  in 
solitary  confinement  until  recently.  They  are  now  engaged 
at  the  usual  labors  of  that  Institution  by  the  request  of  the 
'late  Governor.  I  think  it  would  be  well  for  us  to  have  some 
definite  understanding  with  the  State  of  Alabama  in  regard 
to  the  expenses  the  State  may  incurr  on  their  account. 

The  Governor  pardoned  forty  of  the  inmates  of  our  Insti- 
tution and  they  were  mustered  into  the  service  of  the  Con- 
federate army.  Most  of  the  remaining  prisoners,  were  turned 
out  without  being  pardoned,  as  the  Governor  was  unable  to 
procure  any  place  of  safety  for  their  confinement.  Many  of 
these  were  old  men  and  those  who  had  given  the  greatest 
evidence  of  contrition  for  their  past  misconduct. 

Early  in  the  month  of  July  I  crossed  the  Mississppi  river 
for  the  purpose  of  attending  to  some  business  for  my  brother, 
who  is  an  officer  in  the  Virginia  army  ;  it  being  impossible 
for  him  to  obtain  a  furlough  for  a  sufficient  time  to  enable  him 
to  go  to  Texas  to  attend  to  his  business.  Under  these  cir- 
cumstances, having  but  little  to  do  of  an  official  character,  I 
consented  to  go  and  attend  ,to  his  business,  which  was  of  an 
urgent  ch£fracter..  Soon  after  I  crossed  the  river  the  lines 
of  the  Federal  army  were  extended  from  Baton  Rouge  to 
Yicksburg,  making  ittextremely  hazardous  to  return.  This 
together  with  the  additioual  fact  of  my  illness  whilst  in  Texas ' 
A— 7 
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protracted  my  absence  from  the  State,  and  consequently,  fo- 
my  regret,  the  earlier  bringing  in  of  this  report. 

For  information  as  to  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  prisonr 
I  would  refer  you7  to  the  report  of  C.  S.  Farrar,  Surgeon 
and  Physician. 

For  your  kindness  and  assistance  in  the  management  of 
the  State  Prison,  I  tender  you  my  sincere  thanks. 
RepectMly,  your  'ob't  serv't, 

A.  M.  HARBIN. 


AGENT'S  KEPOET. 


City  op  Jackson, 
October  28,  1863. 


I 


To  Messrs.  J.  C.  Napier,  C.  H.  Manship  and  C.  R.  Dick- 
son— Board  of  Inspectors. 

Gentlemen — It  again  becomes  my  duty  to  report  to  you 
as  Agent  of  the  Mississippi  Penitentiary,  the  financial  con- 
dition of  the  Institution  during  the  fiscal  year  ending  the 
30th  day  of  September,  1863,  embracing  a  period  of  eleven 
months,  there  being  no  business  done  during  the  month  of 
August.  The  whole  business,.-  however,  was  done  from  the 
1st  October,  1863,  to  the  14th  day  of  May,  1863,  when  the 
operations  of  the  Institution  were  suspended  by  the  entrance 
of  the  enemy  into  our  city.  This  will  give  you  some  idea 
what  would  have  beeh  accomplished  had  we  not  been  inter- 
rupted. .  . 
Document  A,  will  show  the  receipts  and  disbursements. 
Document  B,  the  receipts  and  disbursements  on  aceount  of 
the  different  departments. 

By  reference  to  Document  A,  you  will  find  the 

Receipts  to  be. $187,02&  70 

Disbursements. 90,026  70 

Showing  excess  of  receipts  to  be $  97,000  00 

Deduct  from  this  the  available  stock  on  hand 

per  former  report 36,509  76 

• 
Will  leave  a  nett  profit  for  the  seven  and  one- 
half  months  of 60,490  76 


t 


i. 
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Had  the  Institution  not  been  destroyed  I  am  confident  it 
Would  have  produced  a  revenue  to  the  State  for  the  past 
year  of  at  least  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars, clear  of  all  expenses.  No  money 'has  been  drawn  from 
the  Treasury  during  the  year.  TJie  Institution  has  paid  its 
own  expenses,  including  salaries  of  officers  and  guards. 
There  is  a  considerable  amount  still  outstanding  and  due 
•  which  I  am  endeavoring  to  collect  as  rapidly  as  the  times 
will  admit.  Many  of  the  debtors  are.refugees,  some  of  them 
are  returning  and  the  accounts  will  be  closed  as  soon  as 
possible.  There  are  also  some  small  accounts  due  by  the 
Institution. 

Thanking  you,  gentlemen,  for  your  uniform  courtesy  and 
kindness  during  our  intercourse  with  each  other,  ' 
I  am  yours,  very  respectfully, 

E.  P.  RUSSELL, 
Agent  Mississippi  Penitentiary. 
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INSPECTOR'S  REPORT. 


To  His  Excellency,  John  J.  PetUts,  Governor  of  the  State  of 

Mississippi : 

Sir— It  again  becomes  the  duty  of  the  Board  of  Inspectors, 
to  report  to  your  Excellency  the  condition  and  operations  of 
the  Mississippi  Penitentiary  during  the  fiscal  year  ending 
September  30th,  1863. 

In  the  absence  of  the  Superintendent,  there  is  no  report 
submitted  by  that  officer. .  He  was  unavoidably  called  to  the 
State  of  Texas  to  attend  to  some  private  business  for  his 
brother.  It  was  fully  his  intention  to  have  returned  in  time 
to  make  his  report,  and  we  suppose  that  the  uncertainty  and 
danger  of  travel  at  the  present  time  has  prevented  his 
return. 

From  the  report  of  the  Agent,  Mr.  E.  P.  Russell,  which 
is  herewith  submitted,  and  to  which  you  are  respectfully  re- 
ferred, it  will  be  seen  that  the  receipts  over  the  disburse- 
ments amount  to  $97,000  00,  leaving  a  net  profit  (after 
deducting  the  available  stock  as  per  report  last  year)  of 
$60,490  76.  The  Institution  has  paid  all  its  own  expenses, 
not  having  drawn  a  dollar  from  the  Treasury.  The  Super- 
intendent and  Agent  deserve  the  highest  commendation  for 
the  faithful  and  efficient  manner  in  which  the  affairs  of  the 
Institution  have  been  condected  for  the  past  two  years.  It  is 
painful  that  we  are  under  the  necessity  of  reporting  to  you 
the  total  destruction  of  the  Penitentiary  by  the  torch  of  the 
Yankee  incendiaries  on  the  18th  day  of  May  last.  Nothing 
but  the  naked  walls  was  left  standing.  It  was  in  a  most 
prosperous  add  flourishing  condition  at  the  time,  yielding  a 
considerable  revenue  to  the  State,  and  of  almost  incalculable 
benefit  to  the  people. 

Under  your  instructions,  twenty-five  of  the  convicts  were 
transferred  to  the  Alabama  Penitentiary.  It  certainly  was 
a  very  fortunate  circumstance,  and  very  kind  in  the  Gover- 
nor of  Alabama  to  receive  them.  It  would  not  have  done 
to  have  pardoned  them  and  turned  them  loose  upon  the  com- 
mnnity.  Most  of  these,  if  not  all,  were  long  sentenced  and 
men  of  the  most  abandoned  and  desperate  characters  and 
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Xr/icohiites  of  the  deepest  dye; — every  man  would  have  de- 
serted to  the  enemy.  They  are  liable  at  any  time  to  be 
returned  to  the  State,  and  would  it  not  be  well  for  the  Legis- 
lature to  make  some  provision  for  their  safe-keeping  in  such 
an  event.  Forty  others  were  pardoned  and  mustered  into  the 
Confederate  service,  under  N.  C.  Price  as  their  Captain. 
The  remainder  were  set  at  liberty  and  sent  off  with  our 
army  upon  its  retreat  from  Jackson.  Most  of  them  joined 
our  army,  some  few  deserted. 

There  is  still  upon  the  books  of  the  Penitentiary  a  con- 
siderable amount  of  unsettled  business.  In  the  event  of  the 
Legislature  deeming  it  unwise  to  rebuild  the  Prison  at  the 
present  time,  would  it  not  be  well  to  continue  the  Agency 
for  the  purpose  of  closing  its  affairs.  A  large  a.nount  would 
no  doubt  be  thus  saved  to  the  State. 

For  the  health  of  the  Prison  referent  is  made  to  the  re- 
port of  the  Physician  and  Surgeon. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

C.  H.  MANSHIP, 
President  Board  Inspectors  pvo  ton. 

Jackson,  Oct  28,  1863. 


PHYSICIAN'S  REPORT. 

'To  Messes.  Napier,  Manship  and  Dickson — 

Board  of  Inspectors: 
Gentlemen- — In  conformity  of  the  requirements  of  law,  I 
now  submit  to  you  this,  my  second  annual  report.  At  the 
date  of  my  former  report  typhoid  'fever  was  prevailing,  but 
contrary  to  my  expectations,  it  soon  subsided,  and  since  then, 
until  the  breaking  up  of  the  Institution,  with  the  exception 
of  a  few  cases  of  pneumonia,  the  convicts  enjoyed  good 
health.  Two  deaths  have  occurred  since  I  last  reported. 
Throughout  the  fall,  winter  and  spring,  the  convicts  were 
supplied  with  an  abundance  of  sweet  potatoes  and  other 
vegetables,  and  the  best  bacon  the  country  afforded,  and  to 
this,  in  a  great  measure,  is  their  g03d  health  to  be  attributed. 
They  seem  cheerful  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties,  and  with 
the  exception  of  some  two  or  three  old  offenders,  I  had  but 
•little  trouble.     My  visits  to  the  Institution  would  average 
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more  than  once  daily.  When  a  patient  was  seriously  ill,  it 
was  my  invariable  practice  tof visit  him  twice  a  day  until  the 
symptoms  of  his  disease  abated.  The  hospital  was  always 
neat  and  comfortable,  as  you  can  testify,  and  the  sick  re- 
ceived every  comfort  and  attention  their  condition  demanded. 
My  intercourse  with  all  the  officers  of  the  Prison  was  re- 
spectful and  courteous,  and  if  we  had  been  spared  the  drad- 
fril  calamity  which  befell  the  Institution,  through  the 
instrumentality  of  our  enemy,  I  feel  confident  that  you  and 
the  Legislature  of  Mississippi,  would  have  accorded  to  its 
officers  the  highest  commendations  for  zeal,  industry  and 
economy,  in  its  management.  It  was  my  intention  to  have 
made  to  you  several  suggestions  relating  to  alterations 
around  the  cells,  which,  in  my  opion,  would  have  conduced 
to  the. comfort  and  health  of  the  convicts,  but  the  hand  of 
the  ■destroyer  has  rendered  this  unnecessary  ;  and  now,  gen- 
tlemen,-in  parting  with  you,  permit  me  to  express  my  grati- 
tude for  your  uniform  courtesy  to  me,  and  my  best  wishes  for 
your  future  health,  prosperity  and  happiness. 
Respectfully  submitted, 

S.  C.FARRAR, 
Physician  and  Surgeon. 


REPORT 

OF   THE 

TRUSTEES  OF  INSTITUTION  FOR  THE  BLIND. 


Jackson,  Mississippi,      ) 
November  2, 1 863.  j 

To  the  Legislature  of  the '  State  of  Mississippi: 

In  presenting  their  regular  biennial  report,  the  Trustees 
of  the  State  Institution  for  the  Blijid,  would  first  ask  the 
attention  of  your  honorable  body  to  its  financial  condition. 
On  the  4th  November,  1861,  the  date  of  tlieir  last  com- 
munication, the  Institution  was  entirely  free  from  debt,  and. 
there  remained  in  the  Treasury  a  cash  balance  of  two  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  eighty-two  dollars  and  twenty-seven 
cents  ;  and  the  receipts  since  then  amount  to  fourteen  thou- 
sand one  hundred  and  twenty-three  dollars  and  forty-eight 
cents,  including  twelve  thousand  dollars,  the  amount  of  the 
regular  appropriation  of  six  thousand  dollars  per  annum  from 
the  State  Treasury,  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty- 
three  dollars  and  thirty-three  cents,  received  from  the  Con- 
federate States  for  rent  of  the  Institute  buildings  while 
Occupied  as  a  military  hospital ;.  and  one  hundred  and  forty 
dollars  and  fifteen  cents,,  money  refunded  for  advances  to 
pupils,  and  from  the  sale  of  brooms,  etc.,  the  property  of  the 
Institution,  in  all  seventeen  thousand  and  five  dollars  and 
seventy-five  cents. 

The  expenses  t)f  the  Institutiou,  during  the  same  period, 
amount  to  lourteen  thousand  four  hundred  and  ninety-nine 
dollars  and  fifty-five  cents ;  comprising  disbursements  of 
every  description,  including  five  hundred  and  fifty-five  dol- 
lars, an  average  discount  of  eighteen  and  a  half  per  cent,  on 
three  thousand  dollars  creditors'  warrants,  upon  which,  at 
the  time,  the  money  could  not  otherwise  be  realized  ;  the 
expenses  attending  the  removal  to  Monticello,  the  rent  of 
buildings  at  that  place,  and  the  purchase  of  necessary  furni- 
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ture,  as  well  as  the  salary  of  Superintendent  and  assistants, 
and  the  hire  of  servants,  leaving  a  balance  on  hand  at  the 
date  of  this  report  of  two  thousand  five  hundred  and  six 
dollars  and  twenty  ceuts,  as  follows  : 


EECEIPTS. 


Cash  on  hand  at  last  report '.$2,882.  27 

State  of  Mississippi:  annual  appropriation  of  $6000 12,000  00 
Confederate  States  :  rent  of  Institute  buildings. .  1983  33 
Other  sources 140  15 


$17,005  75 

EXPENDITURES.       '   ' 

Ca»h  for  the  two  years,  ending  this  day,  as  per 
vouchers,  1@15I  inclusive,  and  herewith 
submitted $14,499  55 


Balances.. . . $    2,506  20 

Of  which  the  greater  portion  will  be  required  for  imme- 
diate use  in  purchasing  supplies,  and  for'  the  discharge  of 
some  small  outstanding  accounts  against  the  Institution. 

In  pursuance  of  a  resolution  announced  in  their  previous 
report,  the  Bqard  of  Trustees,  at  an  early  period  of  their 
administration,  commenced  an  entire  reorganization  of  the 
establishment,  placed  it  thoroughly  on  a  war  footing,  and 
at  once  made  preparations  to  prevent, under  any  circumstances 
whatever,  its  being  closed  against  the  unfortunate  homeless 
pupils,  who,  up  to  this  period  had,  through  the  beneficence  of 
your  honorable  body,  been  so  comfortably  provided  for.  In 
view  to  this  end,  the  Trustees  engaged  the  services  of  that 
.eminent  scholar  and  practical  teacher.  •  Professor  William 
Merrill,  then  at  the  head  of  a  flourishing  school  in  Murfrees- 
boro',  Tenn.,  but  who,  on  the  invitation  of  this  Board,  re- 
signed his  position  there,  and,  with  his  family,  removed  to 
Mississippi.  The  Trustees  were  fortunate  in  securing  Prof. 
Merrill  for  this  important  and  responsible  trust,  for  in  ad- 
dition to  his  well-known  abilities  as  a  scholar  and  educator, 
he  posses  qualifications  not  usually  found  in  the  mere  teacher 
— the  practical  knowledge  and  experience  successfully  to  con- 
duct the  external  as  well  as  the  internal  affairs  of  an  Insti- 
tution like  this. 

Shortly  after  Prof.  Merrill  entered  upon  his  duties,  the 
entire  buildings  of  the  Institute  underwent  the  neecessary 
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repairs — the  rooms  were  thoroughly  renovated,  the  Avails 
neatly  papered,  new  furniture  purchased  ;  and  the  whole 
establishment  made,  not  only  comfortable,  but  in  many  re- 
spects, so  elegant  as  to  elicit  not  ODly  the  commendation  of 
the  Trustees,  but  the  admiration  of  strangers  and  the  friends 
of  the  pupils  visiting  the'  Institution.  The  Board  began  to 
look  with  pride  and  gratification  upon  the  beautiful  grounds 
and  buildings  thus  provided  for  the  helpless  beings  placed 
under  their  care,and  they  fondly  expected  that,  in  a  very  short 
time,  the  consummation  of  their  hopes  and  wishes  would  be 
realized  ;  and  that  they  could  point  to  an  Institution,  second 
to  none  of  its  kind  in  the  Confederacy. 
(i  Thus  matters  existed  when  in  May,  1862,  the  following 
document  was  served  upon  the  Superintendent : 

Ass't  Quar.  MastVs  Office,     ) 
Jackson,  May  21,  1862.  j 

Superintendent JBlind Asylum,  Jackson: 

Sir — The  Surgeon  having  had  orders  to  furnish  hospital 
room  for  the  sick  and  wounded  soldiers,  and  having  selected 
the  "  Blind  Asylum"  for  that  purpose,!  have  to  request  that 
you  immediately  move  all  persons  out  of  said  Asylum,  in 
order  that  it  may  be  placed  in  a  condition  to  receive  the 
sick.  Respectfully, 

MAD.  McAFEE, 

A.  Q.  M. 

And  a  few  days  thereafter  the  following  was  delivered  to 
the  Board  of  Trustees  : 

Med.  H'd  Quarters,     .    ) 
Jackson,  Miss.,  May  24,  1862.  j 

* 

To  the  Hon.  Trustees  of  the  Blind  Asylum : 

You  will  please  turn  over  to  the  Surgeon  in  charge,  with 
prices  affixed  the  following  named  articles  of  furniture  : 

Double  beadstead  and  beds  5  ;  lounges  4  ;  washstands  4  ; 
bowls  and -pitchers  (wash)  4  ;  bureaus  4  ;  chairs,  tables,  safe, 
stove  and  cooking  utensils  1 ;  carpets;  water  buckets  and 
pales  ;  water  bowls  and  pitchers ;  tin  pans,  dippers,  brooms, 
brushes,  knives  and  forks,  wash  .tubs,  bathing  tubs,  foot  tubs, 
wadrobes,  towels,  castile  soap. 

A.  B.  CABANISS, 

Surgeon  of  Post. 

The  Board  were  well  advised  that,  .even  under  these  per- 
emptory orders  of  the  military  authorities  then  in  command 
at  this  Post,  they  were  under  no  obligation  to  surrender  the 
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property — they  believed  then,  and  they  believe  still,  that 
other  arrangements  should  have  been  made. for  the  accommo- 
dation of  our  sick  and  wounded  soldiers,  and  that  such  an 
Institution  as  that  for  the  helpless  blind  should  ever  be  held 
sacred  by  both  friend  and  foe.  Yet,  notwithstanding  these 
convictions  and  conceding  to  none  other  greater  considera- 
tion for  our  gallant  soldiers,  more  zeal  in  the  prosecution  of 
the  great  cause  in  which  our  country  is  engaged,  and  higher, 
aspirations  for  its  successful  termination,  the  member--  of  the 
Board,  w.ithout  a  murmur  or  a  remonstrance,  assented  to  the 
requisition,  and  caused  the  premises  to  be  evacuated. 

It  became  thus,  a  matter  of  necessity  to  provide  a  new 
home  for  the  pupils,  the  superintendent  and  his  family  ;  and 
Monticello,  Lawrence  county,  was  agreed  upon  as  a  suitable 
point  for  temporary  location.  Here  all  were  accordingly 
removed,  the  school  re-opened  ;  and  the  regular  exercises  con- 
tinued, without  interruption,  the  the  present  day. 

The  requisition  of  Dr.  A.  B.  Cabaniss,  Surgeon  of  Post, 
specifics  articles  not  contained  in  the  Institution,  yet  there 
were  many,  such  as  comforts,  blankets  and  the  like,  not  thus 
formally  required,  which  were  appropriated  by  the  Surgeon 
in  charge,  or  by  those  assuming  to  act  under  his  authority,  a 
full  and  correct  list  of  all  the  articles  thus  applied  to  the 
use  of  the  hospital,  was  taken,  and  very  reasonable  charges 
made  therefor  ;  the  whole  amounting  to  the  sum  of  thirteen 
hundred  and  fity  dollars  ;  an  amount  which,  at  the  time, 
would  not  have  purchased,  in  Jackson,  near  the  number  of  the 
articles  the  Institution  was  thus  deprived  of,  nor  could  they, 
at  the  present  period,  be'  purchased  for  a  much  greater  sum 
of  money.  Yet,"  reasonable  as  these  charges  unquestionably 
were,  not  only  the  Surg'eon  in  charge,  but  the  Surgeon  of 
Post,  under  whose  requisition  the  articles  were  delivered,  re- 
fused to  give  the  necessary  certificate  authorizing  the  Quar- 
termaster to  pay  the  account.  Recently  the  whole  matter 
has  been  brought  before  the  Chief  Medical  Director  of  this 
Military  Department,  who,  upon  a  thorough  examination  of 
the  case,  pronounced  the  claim  "  unquestionably  just,"  and 
recommended  its  payment.  The  papers  have  been  sent  to 
the  proper  Department  at  Richmond,  for  final  action. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  July  last,  our  army 
evacuated  Jackson,  and  immediately  thereafter  the  city  was 
taken  possession  of  by  the  enemy  who,  in  turn,  departed  on 
the  morning  of  the  20th  of  July.  The  Trustees  then  re- 
sumed possession  of  the  Institute  buildings,  but  found  them 
greatly  injured  by  the  shot  and  shell  during  the  investment 
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and  bombardment  of  the  city,  and  entirely  destitute  of  fur- 
niture, or  movables  of  any  kind.  The  premises  too,  are  now 
suffering  for  the  want  of  occupancy. 

The  Board  have,  therefore,  concluded,  in  furtherance  of 
their  original  determination  to  keep  this  Institution  alive 
and  useful,  to  remove,  at  as  early  a  day  as  practicable,  the 
pupils  and  property  from  Monticello  to  their  old  and  beautiful  ' 
.home  at  the  Capital  of  the  State  ;  there,  it  is  hoped,  to  remain 
unmolested  by  friends  or  foes,  for  in  all  ages  the  poor  blind 
man,  and  how  much  more  the  poor  blind  child,  has,  been  the 
object  of  pity  and  commisseration. 

.-  To  enable  the  Board  of  Trustees  to  carry  out  their  design, 
and  in  view  of  the  greatly  enhanced  cost  of  everything 
necessary  to  sustain  the  Institution,  they  respectfully  ask  a 
special  appropriation  of  two  thousand  dollars,  to  repair  and 
put  in  proper  order  the  buildings  and  grounds  of  the  Insti- 
tution, to  procure  the  necessary  articles  of  furniture,  etc., 
and  to  defray  the  expenses  of  removal.  They  also  respect- 
fully suggest  to  the  Legislature  that,  for  the  ensuing  two 
years,  the  usual  annual  appropriation  of  six  thousand  dol- 
lars be  increased  to  eight  thousand  dollars,  a  sum  not  more 
than  adequate  to 'the  probable  increased  demands  of  the 
school  whether  in  time  of  war  or  in  time  of  peace.  And 
while  these  increased  appropriations  are  asked  for,  it  may 
not  be  irrelevant  to  state  to  your  honorable  body,  that  the 
services  of  the  several  members  of  the  Board  of  Trustees  of 
the  State  Institution  for  the  Blind,  are  not  only  gratuitous, 
but  are  emphatically,  labors  of  love — without  money  and 
witout  price,  they  not  only  freely,  but  most  cheerfully,  give 
their  thoughts,  their  time  and  their  talents,  in  aid  of  an 
Institution  destined,  they  trust,  to  become  a  monument  of 
legislative  liberality  and  public  confidence. 

It  is  gratifying  to  be  able  to  state  that,  since  the  submis- 
sion of  the  last  biennial  report,  no  death,  and  but  very  little 
sickness  has  occurred  among  the  pupils. 

For  other  particulars,  and  especially  as  regards  the  inter- 
nal affairs  of  the  Institution,  reference  is  respectfully  made 
to  the  accompanying  intelligent  and  interesting  report  of 
the  Superintendent. 

Kespectfully  submitted, 

JOHN  DUNCAN,         ) 

JNO.  W.  ROBINSON,  V  Trustees. 

A.VIRDIN.        '       ' 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 


Miss*  State  Inst,  for  the  Blind, 

Monticello,  Oct.  28,  1863.  f 

Gentlemen-— It  now  becomes  my  duty  to  render  to  you 
the  customary  biennial  report  of  the  condition  of  this  Insti* 
tution,  which  hag  so  long  enjoyed  the  fostering  care  of  our 
State  Government,  and  of  your  honorable  Board. 

The  condition  of  the  blind  in  all  ages  of  the  world  has 
rendered  them  the  objects  of  peculiar  sympathy — -but  it  has 
only  been  within  the  last  eighty  years,  that  successful  efforts 
have  been  made  to  educate  them.  In  ancient  times  the  poor 
blind  man  could  only  grope  his  way  to  some  street  corner,  or 
the  steps 'of  some  temple,  and  beg  for  alms  in  the  name  of 
Esculapius ;  depending  for  his  bread  entirely  upon  the 
charities  of  the  people,  which  his  helpless  condition  seldom 
failed  to  elicit.  Even  after  t\ie  Christian  era,  the  condition 
of  ihe  blind  remained  substantially  the  same.  The  heathen 
temple  was  exchanged  for  the  Christian  Church,  where*, 
sitting  on  the  steps,  he  begged  in  the  name  of'  Jesus,  or  of 
the  Holy  Mother,  for  a  penny  to  buy  him  bread.  Ignorant, 
degraded,  with'  no  ambition  but  to  support  a  miserable  ex* 
istence  from  year  to  year, — what  a  contrast  he  presented  to 
the  educated  blind  man  of  the  present  day,  whom  we  ?eo 
occupying  positions  of  responsibility  and  honor  ;  not  unfre* 
quentiy  electrifying  with  his  eloquence  the  crowded  church 
on  the  steps  of  which  he  might  have  been  begging  bread,  but 
for  the  noble  institutions  that  have  been  established  and 
sustained  for  many  years  by  all  the  enlightened  governments 
of  the  World. 

In  the  year  1784,  a  few  years  before  the  French  Revolu- 
tion, that  noble  philantrophist,  Valentine  Hauy,  took  from 
the  streets  of  Paris  a  blind  beggar  boy,  and  determined  to 
to  try  to  educate  him.  The  youth  made  rapid  progress,  and 
the  attempt  wis  so' successful,  and  attracted  so  much  atten» 
tion,  that,  in  1786,  under  the  patronage  of  the  Philantropical 
Society,  and  approving  encouragement  of  the  Academy  of 
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Sciences,  he  had  increased  his  number  of  pupils  to  24,  and 
was  called  to  show  their  proficiency  before  the  King  and 
Royal  Family  at  Versailles ;  who  were  so  much  pleased, 
that  the  King  ordered  funds  to  be  appropriated  for  the  edu- 
cation of  blind  pupils  under  Hauy.  He  soon  gathered  to- 
gether more  of  the  blind  of  Paris,  and  taught  them,— but 
with  almost  none  of  the  facilities  which  we  now  possess,  and 
for  many  of  which  we  are  indebted  to  his  after  discoveries. 

Everything  went  on  flourishing  with  Hauy  and  his  pupils, 
until  the  French  Revolution  swept  like  a  besom  of  destruc- 
tion over  the  land,  carrying  ruin,  desolation  and  death  to 
thousands  of  the  best  homes  of  France,  and  flooding  the 
streets  of  Paris  with  blood.  But,  even  then,  Hauy  and  his 
blind  school  was  not  forgotten  ;  and  his  appropriations  were 
regularly  paid  him  by  the  different  powers  that  ruled  the 
hour  in  Paris ;  until  at  last  the  Government  became  totally 
brankrupt  ;  and  the  assignats,  in  which  he  was  paid,  would 
buy  neither  food  nor  clothing.  These,  were  times  to  break 
down  the  most  bouyanc  spirits,  and  to  try  the  stotest  hearts. 
He  could  not,  and  would  not  send  into  the  streets,  and  reduce 
again  to  beggary  the  pupils  whom  he  had  spent  years  in 
partially  educating.  He  went  to  work  with  his  own  hands, 
his  pupils  doing  what  they  could  to  help  him,  and  thus, 
sometimes  for  months  all  living  on  one  meal  per  day,  he 
struggled  on  through  that  dark  and  bloody  era,  until  at  last 
a  firm  government  emerged  from  the  chaos,  and  at  once  gave 
to  him  and  his  school,  its  efficient  support. 

The  school  in  Paris  thus  established  by  him  is  nowpohtted 
to  with  pride  by  France,  as  the  best  of  its  kind  ;  and  money 
is  never  wanting  to  help  to  establish  its  claim  to  pre-emi- 
nence.   • 

After  the  French  Revolution,  the  Czar  of  Russia  induced 
Hauy  to  go  to  St.  Petersburg  and  open  a  school  for  the  blind 
of  his  dominions.     The  school  thus  opened  is  still  continued. 

Since  that  time  schools  for  the  blind  have  been  established 
by  all  the  Governments  of  Europe,  and  are  shown  with  pride 
as  proofs  of  high  advancement  in  noble  and  enlightend  phi- 
lanthropy. , 

About  fifteen  schools  for  blind  had  been  established  in 
Europe,  before  any  effort  was  made  in  their  behalf  in  America. 
Thirty-one  years  ago  schools  were  opened  in  Boston  and 
New  York  ;  and  one  in  Philadelphia  the  following  years. 
These  were  soon  followed  by  similar  Institutions  in  Ohio, 
Virginia,  Kentucky,  Tennessee,  Indiana,  Illinois,  "Wisconsin, 
Missouri,  Mississippi,  Georgia,  Iowa,  Louisiana,  Maryland, 
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Michigan;  North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Arkansas  and  the 
District  of  Columbia. 

To  show  the  interest  taken  by  our  State  Governments  in 
these  noble  Institutions; I  will  simply  state  that  the  buildings, 
appropriated  for  their  use,  have  cost : 

In  Louisiana $250,000  00 

"    New  York 150,000  00 

'*    Massachusetts f 150,000  80 

"    Michigan 150,000  00 

"    Kentucky. 100.000  00 

"    Indiana 100,000  00 

"    Illinois 80,000  00 

"    Virginia 75,000  00 

Notwithstanding  the  cruel  war  now  waged  against  us, 
with  its  demand  for  untold  sums,  none  of  the  schools  for 
the  blind, South  or  North,  have  been  closed:  the  enemy  them- 
selves admitting  the  claims  of  the  blind  in  Nashville  and  Baton 
Rouge,  and  leaving  them  unmolested.  Such  Institutions  as 
those  for  the  blind,  for  deaf  mutes,  and  asylums  for  lunatics, 
are  now  among  the  first  visited  by  Foreign  and  American 
travelers  of  education  and  refinement, — as  showing  to  some 
extent  the  character  and  liberality  of  the  people,  and  their 
progress  in  those  arts  that  indicate  a  high  stage  of  civiliza- 
tion. Some  Northern  States  have  for  many  years  vied  with 
Europe  in  their  schools  for  the  blind  ;  and  it  is  said  that  the 
State  appropriations,  and  donations  of  citizens  of  Massa- 
chusetts to  their  school  for  the  blind  have  amounted  to  not 
less  than  a  million  of  dollars. 

When  the  war  commenced,  your  honorable  Board  decided 
that  this  school  should  be  sustained ;  and  the  committee  of 
the  last  Legislature,  to  whom  your  decision  was  submitted, 
most  emphatically  approved  and  endorsed  your  determina- 
tion. 

In  December,  1861,  I  took  charge  of  the  Institution;  and 
have,  since,  done  all  in  my  power  to  promote  its  interests, 
and  the  welfare  and  education  of  its  pupils.  But  I  have 
had  to  labor  under  continuel,  and  very  serious  embarrass- 
ments. The  school  has  never  been  supplied  properly  with 
the  maps  and  text  books  in  raided  print,  that  are  used  in 
similar  schools, — or,  if  it  has  had  them,  they  were  mostly 
worn  out  or  destroyed,  before  I  took  charge  of  the  Institu- 
tion. It  was  impossible  to  buy,  and  my  only  course  was  to 
get  along  without  those  necessary  facilities.  The  books  in 
the  reading  library  of  raised  print  were  very  good,  and 
mostly  in  good  order.     Fortuately,  your  former  Superinten- 
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dent  had  faithfully  and  skillfully  performed  the  duties  of  his 
office  ;  and  I  found  that  the  pupils  had  been  well  taught  in 
many  of  the  English  branches.  They  read  raised  print  with 
as  much  facility  as  I  have  ever  seen  in  the  pupils  of  any 
Institution ;  and  in  English  grammar,  parsing,  geography, 
mathematics  and  writing,  they  had  been  well  taught.  The 
average  of  scholarships  was  decidedly  good. 

Finding  the  school  in  such  good  condition  in  regard  to 
scholarship ;  and  being,  compelled  to  rely  mostly  upon  oral 
instruction  for  want  of  text  books, — I  determined  to  comply 
with  the  urgent  wishes  of  many  of  the  pupils,  and  form 
classes  in  the  French  and  Latin  languages,  which  had  never 
been  taught  in  this  Institution  ;  at  the  same  time,  not  neg- 
lecting the  English  branches.  I  was  the  more  impelled  to 
this  course  by  the  fact,  that,  in  some  of  the  best  schools  in 
Europe  and  America,  the  languages  have  been  taught  with 
•great  success,  and  have  been  found  to  be  the  best  means  of 
disciplining  the  mind,  and  taching  a  thorough  knowledge  of 
our  own  language,  as  in  seeing  pupils.  The  great  object  of 
all  education  is  to  discipline  the  mind,  and  enable  the  pupil 
to  think  closely  and  continuously  upon  any  given  subject. 
This  is  especially  important  to  the  blind, — *as  they  cannot 
write  down  their  thoughts  and  business,  and  must  depend 
upon  being  able  to  recall  to  mind  at  any  moment  what  they 
know  ;  and  it  is  this  power  of  concentration  of  thought  and 
promptness  of  memory  in  well  educated  blind  men,  that  so 
frequently  surprises  those  who  converse,  with  them. 

The  success  of  the  classes  in  the  languages  has  more  than 
equalled  my  expectations.  Assisted  by  my  daughters  in 
studying  their  lessons,  the  pupils  have  made  a  progress  that 
has  surprised  all  visitors  who  have  heard  their  recitations  ; 
and  that  would  be  highly  creditable  in  the  pupils  of  our  best 
classical  Institutions.  Of  course,  in  teaching  the  languages 
to  the  blind,  the  mode  of  instruction  is  very  different  Irom 
that  in  seeing  schools,  and  much  more  thorough ;  as  it  is 
necessary  to  make  them  perfectly  familiar  with  every  word 
and  principle  of  the  language,  so  that  they  are  taught  not 
merely  to  read,  but  to  speak  the  language.  From  the  expe- 
rience thus  gained,!  am  satisfied  that  the  quickest  and  best 
mode  of  educating  the  blind  would  be  to  teach  them  orally 
some  language,  commencing  as  young  as  eight  or  ten  years 
of  age  ;—  although  my  prejudices  in  former  years  were  all 
opposed  to  such  a  belief. 

In  addition  to  French  and  Latin,  classes  have  been  taught 
reading  and  spelling,   mental  and  written  arithmetic,  alge- 
A— 8 
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bra,  Bnglisb  grammar  and  parsing, — and-  I  have  given 
courses  of  Lectures  on  Natural  Philosophy,  Astronomy,  Elec- 
tricity and  Galvanism,  as  full  as  could  be  given  without 
apparatus  for  practical  illustrations.  A  large  number  of 
standard  works  in  history,  biography  and  general  literature, 
have  been  read  to  the  pupils,  and  also  the  papers  of  the  day  ; 
so  that  they  will  be  found  better  qualified  to  converse  on 
customary  topics,  than  seeing  scholars  generally  of  the  same 
age- 

The  number  of  pupils  has,  of  course,  been  somewhat 
affected  by  the  war— but  much  less  than  might  have  been 
anticipated.  The  number  before  the  war  never  averaged 
more  than  twenty.  In  1861-2,  our  number  was  nineteen  (19); 
and  in  1862-3,  thirteen  (13) — making  an  average  of  sixteen 
(16)  for  the  two  years  of  the  war  ;•  or  only  four  (4)  less  than 
the  highest  average  in  times  of  peace.  In  November,  186lt 
the  school  in  Tennessee  numbered  only  seventeen  (17) — and 
the  average  number  of  pupils  before  the  war  in  the  Blind 
School  of  Georgia  Was  twenty.  (20) — Wisconsin,  20, — Mis- 
souri. 21,— Iowa,  23— Maryland,  17,-- Mischigan,  21, — and 
South  Carolina,  13.  We  have  received  word  this  year  from 
15  pupils,  that  they  will  bo  here  as  soon  as  'they  can  get  con- 
veyance— ten  of  whom  have  already  arrived.  This  result 
may  be  considered  as  remarkable,  as  five  or  six  pupils,  who 
had  teeen  in  the  Institution  many  years,  were  well  educated 
and  had  good  homes,  were  advised  by  me  not  to  return  to 
the  school  ;  and  no  effort  has  been  made  to  bring  in  new 
pupils.  In  proportion  to  population,  the  school  in  Missis- 
sippi has  had  more  than  the  average  number  for  other  States. 
The  health  of  the  pupils  has  been  generally  good.  No 
deaths  since  last  report. 

It  is,  perhaps,  proper  that  I  should  refer  to  our  removal 
from  Jackson.  In  May,  1862,  the  C.  S.  Quartermaster, 
Madison  McAfee,  at  Ja-ckson,  by  request  of  the  Post  Surgeon, 
pressed  the  buildings  of  the  Institution  into  the  service  of 
the  C.  S.  A.  for  a  hospial,  and.  the  Post  Surgeon,  Dr.  A.  B. 
Cabaniss,  at  the  same  time  pressed  almost  all  our  furniture, 
including  all  that  belonging  to  the  kitchen  and  dining  room: 
giving  us  a  few  days  only  to  dismiss  our  school  and  provide 
io/our  pupils.  This  summary  proceeding  on  the  part  of  the 
authorities, deprived  the  scholars  notonly  of  their  comfortable 
home,  but  of  almost  every  article  necessary  to  establish  a 
new  one.  Many  of  the  pupils  being  emphatically  children 
of  the  State,  having  neither  parents  nor  other  relatives  who 
could  give  them  protection  ;  your  Board,  with  commendable 
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:zeal  for  the  welfare  and  usefulness  of  the  Institution,  at  once 
determined  to  seek  a  new  locality  where  the  exercises  of  the 
school  could  be  continued  without  further  interruption.     • 

Monticello,  Lawrence  county,  was  accordingly  selected, 
where  buildings,  as  convenient  as  could  be  expected,  were 
engaged  ;  and  where  the  school  has  been  in  successful  opera- 
tion for  the  last  15  months. 

Owing  to  failure  in  crops  last  year,  and  depreciation  of 
the  currency,  the  prices  of  provisions  and  clothing  went  up 
to  three  or  four  times  the  usual  rates  ;  and  could  with  diffi- 
culty be  procured  at  all.  The  difficulty  of  providing  for  an 
Institution  under  such  circumstances  will  readily  be  appre- 
ciated— and  the  more  so  as  the  funds  were  limited  to  the 
amount  before  the  war.  It  was  only  by  the  strictest  enconomy, 
■  and  by  purchasing  in  large  quantities  such  articles  as  farmers 
need,  and  exchange  them  for  provisions,  and  doing  without 
even  very  necessary  articles,  when  the  prices  became  higher 
than  we  could  afford  to  pay, — that  we  succeeded  in  keeping 
our  expenses  within  our  income. 

At  present,  owing  to  the  war,  I  would  not  suggest  any 
changes  in  the  internal  arrangements  of  the  school  ;  but, 
when  we  again  have  peace,  many  changes  should  be  made, 
that  would  greatly  add  to  its  prosperity  and  efficiency. 

The  Institution  is  under  many  obligations  to  Dr.  S.  Brown, 
for  gratuitous  attendance  upon  the  pupils. 

With  many  thanks   to  the  members  of  your   Honorable 
Board  for  the  uniform  kindness  and  attention  that  you  have 
always  given  to  my  wishes,  and  for  the  care  with  which  you 
have  watched  over  the  best  interests  of  the  Institution. 
I  remain  ever  yours,  respectfully, 

WM.  MERRILL, 
Sup't  Miss.  State  Institute  for  Blind. 
To  Messrs.  John  Duncan,  John  W.  Robinson  and  A. 

Vieden — Trustees. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  TRUSTEES 

OF   THE 

INSTITUTE  FOR  THE  DEAF  AND  DUMB. 


To  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi : 

The  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Mississippi  Institute  for  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb,  would  respectlhlly  roport,  that  said  Insti- 
tution was  progressing;  with  unusual  benefit  to  the  pupils 
under,  our  charge,  until  the  buildings,  furniture,  etc.,  were 
seized  by  the  officers  of  the  Confederate  Government  for 
hospital  purposes,  in  May,  1862.  A  portion  of  the  pupils 
were  immediately  sent  to  thesr  homes,  and  those  remaining, 
with  the  exception  of  those  having  no  homes,  were  sent  du- 
ring the  summer,  as  the  buildings  were  then  used  as  a  small 
pox  hospital.  Our  Principal  and  his  lady,  (the  Matron)  fo- 
gether  with  Miss  Head,  Assistant  Teacher,  were  retained 
with  the  hope  a~d  prospect,  of  our  being  able  to  establish  a 
temporary  school  at  some  point  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the 
State,  thinking  that  we  could  again  occupy  the  Institute 
buildings  at  no  distant  day.  Mr.  A.  G.  Scott,  Principal,  was 
requested  to  make  a  trip  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  suita- 
ble buildings,  but  without  success.  The  Trustees  finding  so 
much  difficulty  in  making  the  necessary  arrangements  to 
continue  the  school,  abandoned  the  idea.  We  have  now 
three  pupils  on  our  hands  who  are  orphans,  and  entirely 
destitute.  These  have  been  boarded  and  clothed  at  the  ex- 
pense of  the  State,  to  be  paid  out  'of  the  fund  appropriated 
for  the  support  of  this  Institution.  We  would  respectfully 
recommend .  that  some  provision  be  made  for  their  future 
tuition  and  support  at  some  other  Institution,  and  would 
respectfully  ask  for  instruction  from  your  honorable  body  in 
the  premises. 

In  January,  1862,  the  Treasurer  was  instructed  by  the 
Board  of  Trustees  to  discount  the  warrants  received  from 
the  Auditor,  amounting  to  three  thousand  dollars,  there  be- 
ing no  funds  in  the  State  Treasury  to  pay  the  same,  our  con- 
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tracts  for  supplies  being  all  made  for  cash,  and  we  being 
largely  indebted  at  that  time.  The  object  of  making  cash 
contracts  was  that  supplies,  etc.,  could  be  obtained  at  very 
reduced  prices  by  so  doing,  the  Treasurer  being  required  to 
settle  all  accounts  monthly. 

During  the  occupation  of  the  Institute  as  a  hospital,  and- 
the  occupation  of  Jackson  by  the  enemy,  the  buildings, 
grounds,  etc.,  were  very  much  injured — windows  and  window 
blinds,  all  gone — ;doors  broken  down  and  destroyed,  fences 
all  burned,  much  of  the  weather-boarding  torn  off",  and  with 
the  exception  of  the  frames,  the  buildings  are  almost  entirely 
destroyed. 

The  Confederate  officers  have  been  applied  to  frequently 
for -the  rent  of  the  buildings  and  pay  for  furniture,  etc., 
seized,  belonging  to  this  Institution,  but  we  have  never,  as 
yet,  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  settlement.  The  amount  of 
rent  with  cost  of  furniture,  etc.,  will  amount  to  nearly  seven 
thousand  dollars. 

We  cannot  permit  this  occasion  to  pass  without  returning 
our  acknowledgements  to  Mr.  A.  G.  Scoit  and  his  estimable 
lady,  (our  Matron,)  and  to  Miss  Molly  Head  and  Mr.  Law- 
rence W.  Saunders,  Assistant  Teachers,  for  their  uniform 
kindness  and  attention  to  the  education  and  government  of 
the  pupils,  and  cheerfully  recommend  them  to  any  Institu- 
tion needing  teachers,  who  are  every  way  worthy  and 
competent. 

The  property  sold  by  order  of  the  Board  of  Trustees,  con- 
sisting of  horses,  vehicles,  etc.,  after  closing  the  Institution, 
amount  to  the  sum  oi  $571.00,  for  account  of  which,  to- 
gether with  the  financial  condition  of  the  Institution,  we  beg 
leave  to  refer  you  to  the  report  of  the  Treasurer  herewith 
transmitted. 

The  Trustees,  with  deep  regret,  announce  the  death  of  one 
of  the  pupils,  Joel  Crane,  he  was  killed  by  the  explosion  of 
the  Confederate  States  Laboratory,  in  the  City  of  Jackson, 
in  November,  1862,  where  he  had  been  employed  for  some 
time.  This  is  the  only  death  that  has  ever  occurred  at  this 
Institution  (if  indeed  this  one  could  be  said  to  have  occurred 
there)  since  it  was  first  organized. 

All  of  "which  is  respectfullv  submitted, 

A.'B.  CABANISS,) 
F.S.HUNT,         1  Trust 
W.H.BROWN,    j 

October  31,  1863. 
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STATEMENT  OF  DISBURSEMENTS  ON  ACCOUNT  OF  THE  "  IN- 
stitution  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb,"  from  the  1st  November,  1861  to  3l8t 
October,  18C3,  inclusive. 


ON  WHAT  ACCOUNT. 


Furniture. 

Clothing 

Salaries 

Supplies 

Servant  hire . 

Medicines 

Physician's  bills 

Incidental  expenses.. 

Stationery,  Books,  &c 

Traveling  Expenses . 

To  which  is  to  be  added  amount  paid  discount  on  War-~) 
rants  drawn  from  Treasarv  and  sold  by  order  of  Board  j 
of  Trustees  in  the  months  of  January,  February  and  ! 
March,  1862,  there  being  no. funds  in  the  State  Treasury  j 
to  pay  same. 

$8000  at  an  average  of  20  per  cent,  discount •  •  •  J 


AMOUNT 

t 

$37  TO 

243 

56 

2850 

00 

1925 

50 

523 

13 

4  75 

40 

00 

29^ 

99 

32 

15 

171 

CO 

600  00 


$6727  38 


Oct.  81,  1863. 


W.  H.  BROWN,  Treasurer. 
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CERTIFICATE. 

THE  STATE  OF  MISSISSIPPI, 


I 


Auditor's  Office,  Columbus 

I,  A.  J.  Gillespie,  Auditor  of  Public  Accounts  of  said  State, 
do  bereb)r  certify  that  warrants  have  been  issued  at  this  office, 
upon  the  requisitions  of  the  Governor,  in  favor  of  the  Treas- 
urer of  the  Mississippi  Institute  for  the  Deaf  and  Dumb, 
from  November  1,  1861,  to  October  31st,  1863,  for  the  sum 
of  six  thousand  five  hundred  dollars. 

t    q      Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  of  office,  at  Colum- 

L"         bus,  this  31st  October,  1863. 

A.  J.  GILLESPIE, 
Auditor  of  Public  Accounts. 


NINTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

WTEHDENT  Of  THE  LUNATIC  ASYLUM. 


To  the  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Lunatic  Asylum : 

Gentlemen — In  compliance  with  1217  duty  as  Medical 
•Superintendent  of  this  Institution,  I  desire  to  submit  the  fol- 
lowing brief  report  to  the  Board  of  Trustees  for  their  con- 
sideration. 

I  deem  it  to  be  a  work  of  supererogation  to  make  any  very 
extended  remarks — as  in  the  first  place  the  Board  are  quite 
familiar  with  the  management  and  details  of  the  Institution 
— and  second,  because  no  publication  of  the  report  will  be 
had  to  give  such  general  .information  as  a  report  might  be 
made  to  possess. 

I  shall,  therefore,  deem  it  my  duty  only  to  speak  concisely 
of  the  results  obtained  in  our  operations  for  the  last  year, 
and  aslo  to  make  known  the  actual  wants  and  requirements 
to  carry  on  this  work  of  benevolence  with  any  degree  of 
success. 

At  the  close  of  my  last  annual  report  there  remained  in 
the  Asylum  one  hundred  and  twenty-four  patients— during 
the  Asylum  year  just  closed,  twenty  eight  insane  persons 
have  been  received,  making  a  total  of  one  hundred  and  fity- 
two  under  treatment.  For  the  same  length  of  time  'there 
has  been  discharged  forty-two  of  this  number — leaving  in 
the  house  at  this  date  one  hundred  and  ten  inmates.  Of 
those  discharged  the  result  may  be  stated  thus — fourteen 
proved  satisfactory  recoveries,  two  much  improved,  five  un- 
improved and  twenty-one  deaths. 

I  should  be  doing  myself  injustice  not  to  note  some  of  the 
efficient  causes  that  have  contributed  to  produce  this  large 
mortality  and  the  many  disadvantages  I  have  had  to  contend 
with  to  prevent  it. 
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1  will  soon  state  the  physical  causes  of  the  mortality  of 
this  number.  Thirteen  died  of  dysentery,  two  of  consump- 
tion, two  of  typhoid  fever,  one  a  conjestive  chill,  one  con- 
gestion of  the  brain,  and  one  conjestion  of  the  liver. 

One  of  the  above  number  was  a  case  brought  from  the 
Penitentiary  and  reached  here  in  such  a,  collapsed  condition 
that  he  lived  only  a  few  days  after  admission.  Eleven 
deaths  have  occurred  since  the  last  occupation  of  the  Feder- 
als. Showing  a  larger  sum  of  deaths  in  less  than  three  months 
than  for  nine  months  previously. 

This  result  was,-  no  doubt,  owing  to  a  combination  of 
causes,  operating  upon  persons  of  feeble  and  broken  down 
constitutions.  First,  the  fright  produced  by  the  appearance 
of  the  enemy,  and  especially  the  terrible  discharge  of 
artillery.  Second,  the  vast  accumulation  of  animal  and 
vegetable  natter  immediately  around  us,  subject  to  decay 
under  the  influence  of  a  hot  July  sun.  Third,  we  were  de- 
prived of  suitable  nutrition  for  two  weeks  for  our  household, 
owing  to  the  fact  that  we  were  cut  off  from  any  market  and 
the  Yankees  stripped  us  of  cows,  hogs,  and  nearly  all  our 
garden  products  ;  more  particularly  such  as  would  suit  the 
invalid.  And  fourth,  we  were  short  of  many  articles  of 
medicine  that  .were  necessary  for  the  successful  treatment  of 
such  cases  as  these  causes  were  developing.  To  add  still 
further  to  our  distress  and  embarrassment,  seven  out  of  ten 
of  the  male  attendants  left  to  break  bread  with  our  foes — 
this  want  of  fidelity  very  much  increased  the  care  and  labor 
ef  those  of  us  who  remained  at  our  post.  The  great  num- 
ber of  sick  demanded  nearly  all  of  our  time,  and  hence,  the 
removal  of  the  offal  and  filth,  (which  was  at  our  very  doors 
and  was  producing  such  melancholy  results  upon  the  inmates) 
Was  slow  and  tedious.  * 

I  must  premise  before  touching  the  subject  of  an  appro- 
priation for  the  next  two  years,  by  saying  that  the  strictest 
economy,  compatible  with  the  comfort  and  the  welfare  of  the 
patients-,  has  been  observed.  To  make  this  proof,  I  will 
simply  state,  in  general  terms,  that  we  use  but  little  more 
than  half  of  army  allowance  of.  meat,  and  mg.ke  up'  for  this 
diminution  of  meat  by  a  full  supply  of  all  kinds  of  vegeta- 
bles in  their  season.  This  change,  in  my  judgment,  does  not 
operate  to  the  prejudice  of  the  patients  in  any  way,  and  the 
vegetables  cost  the  State  but  a  trifle,  as  the  labor  is  mostly 
performed  by  the  insane.  We  also  make  all  the  clothingfor 
v  males  and  females — the  soap,  candles,  vinegar,  stockings, 
socks,  brooms,  thread,  etc.,  the  house  uses.     These  would  be 
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items  of  considerable  expense  to  the  house  were  they  to  be 
purchased.  To  show  that  our  gardening  has  been  quite  suc- 
cessful, I  will  state  to  the  Board  that  in  six  weeks  just  pre- 
vious to  the  last  visit  of  the  Federals,  I  sold  vegetables  to 
the  a;nount  of  $2,619. T5,  and  could  have  sold  as  much  more 
had  the  gardens  not  have  been  ruined  by  the  occupation  of 
the  enemy.  Notwithstanding  the  economy  and  the  many 
savings  thus  mentioned,  the  current  and  necessary  expense's 
could  not  have  been  discharged  had  we  not  made  a  pretty 
large  and  fortunate  purchase  of  goods  just  before  the  fall  of 
New  Orleans.  The  stock  of  goods  then  purchased  would 
now  cost  $15,000,  or  more. 

As  to  the  amount  required  to  support  the  Institution  for 
the  next  two  years — it  must  needs  be  but  approximative  j 
for  no  one  can  anticipate  the  range  of  prices  in  the  future. 
Taking  the  estimate  of  the  present  exhorbitant  prices,  the 
necessary  repairs  to  the  building  and  machinery,  and  the 
small  stock  on  hand  of  all  kinds,  that  a  less  sum  than  fity 
thousand  dollars  per  annum,  will  not  provide  the  Asylum 
with  anything  more  than  pla'n  and  substantial  wants.  I 
shall  not  urge  this  point,  but  leave  it  as  I  have  stated  it, 
feeling  that  you  will  not  differ  with  me,  except  it  might  be, 
you  deemed  the  amount  too  small.  It  certainly  would  be 
proper  for  the  Legislature  to  provide  a  contingent  fund  (as 
the  last  Legislature  did)  to  makeup  for  a  still  further  increase 
of  prices. 

It  may  be  well  enough  to  recur  to  the  fact,  that  in  addition 
to  the  thirty  thousand  a  year,  we  have  drawn  the  contingent 
fund  of  five  thousand  dollars.  Thirty-six  hundred  dollars 
of  this  sum  was  used  as  a  first  payment  on  a  tract  of  land 
containing  one  hundred  and  fifty-three  acres,  bought  of  Dr. 
J.  S.  Sizer,  and  the  balance  used  in  our  account  current. 
The  purchase  was  concluded  for  seventy-two  hundred  dol- 
lars— leaving  one  payment  of  thirty-six  hundred,  with 
interest,  still  due.  We  were  forced  to  make  this  purchase, 
as  wood  could  not  be  had  at  anything  short  of  fabulous 
prices— rand  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  the  wood  on  the  land 
could  now  behold  for  more  than  double  the  amount  of  pur- 
chase money. 

I  have  thought  proper  to  institute  the  inquiry  as  to  how 
we  are  to  clothe  the  patients  under  existing  circumstances. 
All  the  factories  are  in  the  employ  of  the  Government,  and 
the  few  staple  goods  found  on  the  merchants'  shelves,  are 
beyond  the  ability  of  the  Asylum  to  purchase.  In  view  of 
this  state  of  things,  I  volunteered   the   suggestion   to   the 
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Gbvernor  of  the  State  and  some  few  of  the  members  of  the 
Legislature,  that  certain  portion  of  the  appropriation  might 
be  used  in  the  purchase  of  cotton,  and  by  an  arrangement 
with  the  Federal  authorities,  sell  the  cotton  and  obtain  such 
needed  articles  as  we  are  not  able  to  get  elsewhere.  It  seems 
to  me  there  could  be  no  well  founded  objection  to  this  meas- 
ure, if  carried  out  faithfully,  and  for  no  other  purpose  than 
indicated.  * 

If  this  policy  is  not  adopted,  or  some  other  equally  as 
economical,  I  feel  quite  certain  that  the  amount  of  fifty 
thousand  dollars  will  not  support  the  household.  I  venture 
the  assertion,  that  if  left  to  purchase  clothing  at  the  present 
prices  in  the  Confederacy,  that  ten  or  twelve  thousand  dol- 
lars will  be  expended  alone  for  clothing. 

I  present  as  a  consideration  and  not  a  motive  why  the 
Institution  should  be  sustained,  were  the  Federals  to  find  it- 
unoccupied,  their  malice  might  prompt  them  to  lay  it  in 
ashes.  We  know  that  other  buildings  equally  sanctified  in 
their  uses,  have  been  laid  waste. 

For  another  twelve-month  I  have  performed  the  duties 
pertaining  to  the  office  of  Assistant  Physician  and  Stewart. 
This  has  been  a  saving  to  our  funds  of  not  less  than  two 
thousand  dollars  in  salaries  and  board.  The  salaries  of  the 
two  officers  amount  to  fourteen  hundred  dollars  a  year,  and 
they  could  not*be  boarded  for  less  than  three  hundred  dol- 
lars eacfi.  This  extra  labor  1  have  done  willingly,  and  I 
trust,  satisfactorily  to  the  Board. 

As  to  our  finances  and  the  expenditures  for  the  year,  you 
will'expect  to  get  as  full  and  complete  a  statement  from  our 
Secretary  as  circumstances  will  permit. 

Gentlemen,  I  take  pleasure  in  returning  you  my  sincere 
thanks  for  another  year  of  pleasant  business  intercourse,  as 
well  as  for  the  continued  assistance  I  have  received  in  the 
discharge  all  of  my  arduous  duties. 

And  to  conclude,  let  us  indulge  the  hope  that  our  greatest 
trials  have  been  passed — that  under  a  kind  Providence  we 
may  be  enabled,  so  to  administer  the  trust  placed  in  our 
keeping,  as  to  add  the  highest  amount  of  good  to  those 
brought  here  for  care  and  protection. 

ROBERT  KELLS, 
Superintendent  and  Physician. 
To  Messrs.  H.  Hobbs,  Jno,  W.  Robinson,  Wm.  H.  Allen, 

D.  N.  Barrows,  W.  W.  Langley,  L.  Julienne  and  J.  D. 

Stewart — Board  Supervisors. 
Muss.  State  Lunatic  Asylum,  Oct.  31,  1863. 
A— 9 


TRUSTEES'  REPORT. 


To  His  Excellency,  John  J.  Putins, 

Governor  of  the  Stake  of  Mississippi'} 

Sir — It  is  again  made  our  duty,  by  law,  as  Trustees  of 
the  Mississippi  State  Lunatic  Asylum,  to  make  an  annual 
report  to  you,  and  through  you  to  the  Legislature,  soon  to 
assemble,  in  regard  to  the  wants  and  management  of  the 
Institution  under  our  charge. 

This  duty  is  made  more7  easy  in  consequence  of  the  full 
report  made  by -the  Superintendent.  -The  books  and  vouchers 
of  the  Institution,  kept  by  the  Secretary,  were  all  destroyed. 
by  the  public  enemy  on  their  last  visit  to  Jackson,  in  July, 
as  well  as  those  kept  by  the  Treasurer  ;  though  none  of  the 
funds  were  lost.  Consequently  we  have  no  report  from  the 
Treasurer  and  a  very  brief  one  from  the  Secretary. 

Having  lost  all  our  books  and  vouchers  in  the  hands  of 
the  Secretary  and  Treasurer,  we  cannot  make  as  full  and 
satisfactory  a  report  as  to  the  receipts  and  expenses  of  the 
Institution  as  we  desire.  But  we  believe  that  all  the  funds 
will  be  satisfactorily  accounted  for  by  the  aid  of  the  Stew- 
ard's books,  kept  at  the  Institution,  and  which  will  show 
much  the  larger  portion  of  the  disbursements  of  the  Insti- 
tution. 

The  public  enemy,  during  the  siege  of  Jackson,  destroyed 
nearly  all  the  enclosures  of  the  Institution,  as  well  as  the 
stock  of  cattle  and  hogs  and  crops  of  vegetables,  to  the  ex- 
tent of  several  thousand  dollars.  Finding  that  the  Institu- 
tion would  likely  be  hard  run  for  wood  before  the  ensuing 
winter,  and  having  an  opportunity  then  of  buying  a  valuable 
tract  of  wood  land  sufficient  to  supply  it  with  wood  for 
several  years,  we  made  the  purchase,  and  hope  it  will  meet 
your  approbation.  A  part  of  the  purchase  money  still  remains 
unpaid,  to  the  amount  of  about  four  thousand  dollars,  to 
meet  which  we  respectfully  ask  an  appropriation.  In  conse- 
quence of  the  enhanced  price  of  all  articles  of  consumption, 
we  are  constrained  to  ask  for  an  increased  annual  appropria- 
tion in  order  to  enable  us  to  keep  the  Institution  in  opera- 
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tionupon  the  most  economical  plan  we  can  adopt.  It  is  not 
necessary,  for  us  to  ennumeratc  the  high  prices  and  the  diffi- 
culty of  procuring  supplies  as  that  is  familiar  to  all.  By 
the  act  of  the  Legislature  passed  at  the  regular  November 
term,  1861,  and  approved  December  l§th,  1861,  increasing 
the  annual  appropriation  to  thirty-two  thousand  dollars  and 
requiring  it  to  be  paid  quarterly  in  advance,  has  been  a  great 
advantage  to  the  Institution,  in  short  without  such  cash  pay- 
ments, we  could  not  have  carried  on  the  Institution. 

We  would  respectfully  ask  for  the  several  appropriations 
mentioned  in  the  report  of  Dr.  R.Kells,  the  Superintendent, 
who  knows  better  than  we  do,  the  expense  and  difficulty  of 
procuring  supplies  and  the  proper  attendants,  and  unless  we 
increase  the  pay  of  the  attendant's  it  will  be  very  difficult,  if 
not  impossible,  to  retain  or  procure  proper  assistants  to 
carry  on  the  Institution.  The  friends  of  £>ay  patients  have 
been  quite  prompt  in  paying  up  their  dues,  which-  has  been 
much  help  to  the  Institution.  The  number  of  patients  has 
been  considerably  reduced  since  our  last  annual  report,  until 
we' now  have  only  one  hundred  and  ten  in  the  house.' 

Mpst  of  the  time  since  the  war  commenced,  Dr.  Kells  has, 
by  the  aid  of  one  of  the  attendants,  discharged  all  the  duties 
of  Steward  and  Assistant  Physician,  and  having  now  no 
regular  Steward.  The  inventory  of  furniture  and  other 
property  belonging  to  the  Institution  is  not  now  made, 
though  there  is  no  material  change  since  the  last  report  was 
made.  In  conclusion,  we  will  express  the  hope  that  ihe 
Institution  may  continue  to  receive  the  fostering  care  of  the ' 
Legislature,'  and  that  it  may  increase  until  it  shall  furnish  a 
comfortable  home  for  all  that  unfortunate  class  of  our  citizens 
for  whom  it  was  intended. 

Kespectfully  submitted, 

H.  HOBBS, 
President  Board  of  Trustees. 
Mississippi  State  Lunatic  Asylum, 


October  .31st,  186 
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SECRETARY'S  REPORT. 


Jackson,  November  2, 1863. 


To  the  President  and  Board  of  Trustees  of  the  Mississippi 

State  Lwi.atic  Asylum : 

Gentlemen — This  being  the  period  at  which  i$  becomes 
my  duty  to  report  to  the  Board,  as  Secretary  of  the  Institu- 
tion. I  her%by  submit  thi3  report  to  your  consideration. 

Owing  to  the  desolation  caused  by  the  presence  of  the 
enemy  early  in  May  last,  and  the  destruction  of  everything 
■whereby  they  passed,  the  Asylum  papers,  books,  etc.,  were 
all  destroyed,  (as  well  as  my  own  private  papers)  by  the 
destruction  of  my  iron  safe.  Hence  it  is  that  I  am  unable, 
in  the  present  report,  to  classify  the  different  expenditures  of 
the  Institution. 

The  entire  destruction  of  the  Treasurer's  books  and 
vouchers,  (Mr.  J.  D.  Stewart)  has  prevented  his  making  any 
report  at  all. 

From  the  accuracy  of  the  books  kept  by  Doctor  Robert 
Kells,  at  the  Asylum,  I  am  able  to  furnish  you  the  following 
statement : 
The  balance  in  the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of 

the  Institution  on  the  1st  Nov.   1£62,  was 

about. . . .' $      525  90 

The  amount  received  since  then  from  the  con 

tingent  fund  is 5,000  00 

Prom  the  annual  appropriation,  drawn  quarterly 

in  advance , .      32,000  00 

From  the  sales  of  vegetables,  etc.,  etc 2,619  75 

Total  amount  received  from  pay  patients 7,168  62 


$47,313  37 
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The  amount  disbursed  for  the  necessary  supplies! 

•  of  the  Institution  up  to  this  date  in  the  differ-j 

ent    branches,    such    as    provisions,    wood,] 

clothing,  etc.,  etc.,  amounts  at  the  present 

date  to . . . 


47,353  15 


JLeaving  a  balance  due  the  Superintendent  of . .  $  39  78 
I  must  here  state,  that  nowithstanding  ihe  above  expen- 
ditures, there  still  remains  unsettled  claims  to  the  amount  of 
some  $3,800.00— $3,600.00  of  which  is  a  balance  due  on  a 
purchase  of  land  and  bearing  10  per  cent,  interest  till  paid, 
from  June  last. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

L.  JULIENNE, 

Secretary. 


REPORT 


OF   THE 


CHIEF  OF  ORDNANCE 


H'd  Q'u's  Ordnance  Office  S.  M.     j 
Meridian,  Oct.  31, 1863.  J 

Sis  Excellency,  John  J.  fettus, 

Governor  and  Com'd'r  in  Chief: 
Sir— Since  my  last  annual  report  of  the  condition  of  the 
/Several  Departments  under  my  supervision,  I  have  been 
steadily  engaged  in  receiving  and  disbursing,  and  also  in 
the  fabrication  of  ammunition,  principally  for  small  arms, 
up  to  the  10th  day  of  May  last,  at  which  time,  under  your 
orders,  I  removed  all  the  Ordnance  Stores  belonging  to  the 
State  to  this  point.  I  also,  in  pursuance  of  orders,  moved 
the  State  Armory,  at  that  time  located'  in  Brandon.  The 
transportation  of  such  a  large  amount  of  stores,  material, 
machinery,  etc.,  was  necessarily  attended  with  some  loss  and 
injury.  Yet  the  loss  is  as  nothing,  compared  with  the  entire 
destruction  of  these  things  had  they  been  left  to  the  mercy 
of  the  enemy  upon  their  occupation  of  Jackson  and  Bran- 
don. A  complete  abstract  of  all  articles  lost,  damaged  and 
rendered  unserviceable  since  my  official  term  commenced, 
both  while  stationary  and  in  transitu,  is  herewith  enclosed, 
marked  Exhit  "  A."  I  would  remark,  •  however,  that  these 
losses  have  been  more  than  counterbalanced  by  the  arms, 
etc.,  which  have  been  collected  by  me  in  and  around  Jack- 
son, after  its  evacation  by  the  enemy.  I  also  submit  a  very 
lengthy  report  marked  "  B,"  of  the  Ordnance  stores  received, 
issued  and  remaining  on  hand,  from  Oct.  1862,  to  1st  Nov., 
1863,  which  will  explain  the  exact  condition  of  the  Arsenal, 
Magazine,  etc.,  at  present.  I  am  now  erecting  the  State 
Armory,  Arsenal,  Magazine  and  Laboratory,  at  this  place, 
as  per  your,  order,  which  will  very  soon  be  in  successful 
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operation.  These  buildings  are  only  temporary  in  their 
character  and  the  expenses  attending  the  erection  of  all  of 
them  won't  amount  to  more  than  seven  or  eight  thousand 
dollars.  I  leased  a  sufficient  amount  of  land  for  them  for 
one  year  or  more,  'at  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars  per 
annum.  The  expenses  for  carrying,  on  the  Armory  for  the 
last  twelve  months,  amounts  in  the  aggregate  to  thirty-four 
thousand  dollars.  For  the  proper  disbursement  of  which 
money  there  are  now  the  necessary  vouchers  on  file  in  this 
office.  The  whole  amount  of  expenses  of  all  the  Depart- 
ments under  my  control,  since  Oct.  1862,  will  foot  up,  one  hun- 
1  dred  and  three  thousand  three  hundred  and  fifty-eight  dollars 
and  eighty-eight  cents.  All  the  Departments  have  been  in  a 
state  of  inactivity,  so  to  speak,  for  several  months  past,  owing 
to  the  unsettled  condition  of  the  country  and  the  want  of 
suitable  buildings  to  carry  on  the  woi  ■  which  should  have 
been  done.  Nevertheless,  I  have  had  a  sufficient  amount  of 
stores  on  hand  to  meet  all  demands  (with  a  few  exceptions) 
that  have  been  made  on  my  Department. 

I  would  respectfully  recommend  through  you,  to  the  Legis- 
lature, the  propriety  as  well  as  the  necessity  of  making  the 
Ordnance  Officer  a  disbursing  agent  for  his  Department, 
instead  of  requiring  the  Quartermaster  General  to  pay  his 
accounts.  »  This  might  be  done  by  compelling  him  to  give  a 
bond,  as  any  other  disbursing  officer,  often  or  twenty 
thousand  dollars,  for  the  faithful  expenditures  of  all  monies 
that  may  be  required  in  his  Department.  The  Governor 
would  be  the  proper  judge  as  to  whether  the  money  would 
be  rightfully  spent,  and  hence  the  Ordnance  Officer  could 
make  his  requisition  upon  the  Auditor  as  the  Quartermaster 
General  does,  and  upon  its  approval,  he  could  draw  the  funds. 
This  was  the  way  under  the  old  Military  Board,  which  is 
highly  preferable  to  the  present  system.  As  it  is  now,  all 
the  approved  accounts  which  properly  should  be  on  file  in 
this  office,  are  lodged  in  the  hands  of  the  Quartermaster 
General,  as  vouchers  to  him.  The  Ordnance  Officer  and 
Paymaster,  may  be  frequently  separated,  as  is  now  the  case, 
and  in  carrying  on  the  business  of  this  office  it  puts  the  offi- 
cer and  those  with  whom  he  has  dealings,  to  a  great  deal  of 
unnecessary  trouble  and  expense  in  getting  the  bills  paid, 
which  might  all  be  obviated  by  making,  the  State  Ordnance 
Officer  like  that  of  the  Confederate,  a  bonded  Paymaster  for 
his  own  Department.  I  would  further  suggest  that  the 
Ordnance  Officer  be  allowed  a  clerk,  the  law  failing  to  give 
him  one,  or  any  assistance  whatever,  save  "  Inspectors  of 
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Arms,"  stationed«at  the  places  designated  in  the  act,  whose 
business  it  was  to  inspect  the  arms  brought  in  by  the  Sher- 
iffs' of  the  different  counties.  Their  services  having  been 
dispensed  with  long  since,  »it  is  necessary  that  this  officer 
have  some  oue  to  aid  him. 

i  I  would  also  suggest  that  an  additional  amount  over  and 
above  the  "  twenty  thousand  dollars"  appropriated  by  the 
last  Legislature  for  the  enlargement  of  the  State  Armory, 
bo  appropriated  for  the  purpose  of  buying  a  pice  or  tract  of 
land  somewhere  in  the  interior  of  the  State,  accessible  to 
railroad  transportation.  The  land  should  be  purchased  in  a 
locality  where  wood  and  water  are  abundant,  upon  which  there, 
should  be  erected  good  and  permanent  buildings,  not  only 
for  the  Armory  proper,  but  also  domicils  put  up  in  regular 
order,  to  be  let  out  to  the  workmen,  who  would  then  be 
always  under  the  eye  and  control  of  the  Superintendent. 
This  establishment  is  the  nucleus  out  of  which  may  be  made 
an  Institution  of  incaculable  benefit  to  the  State  in  future,  as 
well  as  the  Government  at  large,  if  jhe  Legislature  will 
footer  it  in  its  infancy. 

As  my  official  term  of  office  expires  with  your  administra- 
tion, I  would,  before  closing  this  report,  express  to  you  my 
thanks  for  the  uniform  kindness  and  courtesy  with  which 
you  have  treated' me,  and  indulge  the  hope  that  you  may  live 
long  to  enjoy  the  liberty  and  independence  of  thJt  Govern- 
ment which  your  efforts  have  been  mainly  and  .most  assidu- 
ously directed  to  establish. 

Very  respectfully  submitted, 

U.  BOURNE, 
Col.  and  Acting  Chief  of  Ord.  S.  M. 
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DOCUMENT  A. 

•  • 

ABSTRACT  OF  ARTICLES  LOST  AJND  RENDERED  UNSERVICE- 
able,  at!-endiog  the  evacua lion  of  Jackson,  Miss.,  and  in  transit  there- 
from. 


ARTICLES. 


832  lbs.  Pig  Copper     

644     "    Bioek  Till 

89*  Sabre  Belts   

59  Bridle  Fillings 

26  6-Pou-der  Solid  "Shot,  sixap'd 

4  2         "       Carkeet    '     

5  Enfield  Rifles , 

16  Harper's  Ferry  do 

47  P;;irs  Slirrups 

55  Cruppers 

2  Spinning  Wheels.  / 

.   1  Bench  Vice 

2000  Sheets  Paste  Board. 

181  12-Pounder  Solid  Shot  ...... 

426     7-Pounder     "         "    

1  Mealiug  Table  aud  Muller. . . . 

30  Bushels  Charcoal ' 

290  lbs.  Cast  Jnn 


REMARKS. 


Lost  at  Enterprize,  Miss. 

<< 

a 

"    at  Jackson,      '•' 
Damaged  in  transit. 
Lost  in  transit. 

(.  u  ./ 

"    at  Jackson.    , 


"     Worthless. 


I  certify  that  the  above  Abstract  is  correct. 

tJ.  BOURNE,  Acting  Chf.  Ord. 
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REPORT 

■     "  OF   THE 

ADJUTANT  AID  INSPECTOR  GENERAL. 


HEAD  QUARTERS,  STATE  MISSISSIPPI, 
Adjutant  and  Inspector  General's  Office. 
#  Columbus,  November  1,  18G3. 

To  His  Excellency \  John  J.  Pettus, 

Governor  and  Coin'cVr  in  Chief: 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  submit  herewith  a  report  of  Mis- 
sissippi regiments  and  battalions  now  in  the  service  of  the 
Confederate  States. 

The  report  is  made  as  accurately  as  the  records  o'f  this 
Department  permit,  and  embraces  a  few  regiments  heretofore 
reported  by  my  predeces-or,  Col.  W.  H,  Brown,  in  obedience 
to  a  resolution  of  the  Legislature  of  the  State,  passed  July 
25,  1861,  I  have  included  those  regiments,  in  order  to  show 
accurately  the  running  numbers  as  they  are  at  present  desig- 
nated, and  the  change  of  the  numbers  of  some  since  the 
rendition  of  the  report  above  mentioned. 

The  irregularity  of  the  numbers  of  battalions  is  occasioned 
by  being  first  organized  as  battalions  and -subsequently  as 
regiments.  .• 

Many  regiments  and  battalions  of  Mississippi  volunteers 
were  organized  beyond  the  limits  of  the  State  and  others 
raised  under  special  authority, 'reported  directly  to  the  War 
Department ;  consequently  I  have  not  been  able  to  report 
the  names  of  the  companies,  the  Captains  of  them,  or  number 
v  of  men.  The  field  and  company  officers  are  reported  as 
first  organized,  and  all  changes  that  are  known  to  me  that 
have  occurred  in  the  commands  are  annexed  to  the  report  of 
each. 

I  annex  hereto  summary  report  of  the  State  troops  that 
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have  been  called  from  time  to  time  into  active  service  and 
organized  into  battalions  and  regiment:-;. 

There  were  at  first  seventy  companies  of  infantry  and 
thirteen  companies  of  cavaly.  From  which  there  were  or- 
ganized live  regiment?  and  four  battalions  of  infantry  and 
one  battalion  of  cavalry.  The  remaining  cavalry  companies 
were  unattached  and  operated  in  the  northern  and  north- 
western portion  of  the  State.  The  cavalry  battalion  is  now 
iilied  to  a  regiment  and  the  unattached  companies  have 
entered  other  cavalry  organizations  since  formed.  I  have 
not  in  this  report  given  a  detailed  statement  of  these  troops, 
as  they  were  reported  minutely  at  the  last  meeting  of  the 
Legislature  to  you  by  Major  General  Tupper. 

Most  of  the  infantry  served  out  their  term  of  enlistment, » 
in  that  arm  of  the  service,  but  cavalry  beinjr  greatly  needed 
in  April  last,  many  were  permitted  to  change  their  service, 
upon  condition  that  they  were  to  re -volunteer  %r  twelve 
months.  By  this  means  nearly  two  regiments  were  formed 
of  men  whose  term  of  enlistment  had  nearly  expired.  A  full 
report  is  annexed  of  the  State  troops  now  in  service — show- 
ing there  are  threejregi merits,  three  battalions  and  ten 
unattached  companies.  ■  There  are  several  unattached  com- 
panies in  North  Mississippi  now  being  organized,  into  a 
regiment  under' Brig.  Gen.  George,  but  the  organization  is 
not  yet  reported. 

I  deem  it  unnecessary  to  make  any  comments  upon  or 
suggest  any  changes  in  the. present  military  law  of  the  State, 
as  you  are  fully  apprised  of  the  difficulties  and  deficiencies 
of  the  law,  The  law  is  evidently  better  adapted  to  times  of 
peace  than  to  the  present  immergeney,  and  would  meet  every 
necessity  of  simple  organization  for  drill  and  inspection. 
But  in  organizing  troops  for  active  service  in  the  field  it  is  so 
extremely  defective,  as  to  render  efficient  organization  im- 
possible. There  are  numerous  and  glaring  defects  which  I 
would  point  out,  but  being  assured  that  the  attention  of  the 
Legislature  will  be  directed  to  the  subject,  I  refrain  from 
adverting  to  them  in  this  report. 

By  the  act  supplemental  to  the  milita  law,  approved  29th 
January,  i  8tj2,  there  is  but;  one  assistant  allowed  this  depart- 
ment and  the  salary  now  fixed  by  law  is  insufficient  for  his 
support.  I  would  suggest  that  said  assistant  be  allowed  the 
rank  and  pay  of  Captain. 

The  duties  of  the  Department  are  frequently  very  labori- 
ous and  such  as  to  require  additional  assistance,  in  which 
'  case  I  have  heretofore  employed  the  help  necessary  at  my 
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own  expense.  I  would,  therefore,  suggest  that  this,  as  well  as 
theother  Military  Departments  of  the  State,  be  authorized  to 
employ  such' additional  assistance  as  is  in  their  judgment 
required  and  only  for  such  length  of  time  as  is  absolutely 
necessary.  ,  . 

I  have  the  honor  to  be. 

Your  Excellency's  most  ob't  serv't, 

JONES  S.  HAMILTON, 
.Adj.  and  Inspector  Gen'l,.  State  of  Miss. 


jf  First  Regiment. 

•■ 

Colonel,  John  M.  Simonton. 
t    Lieut.  Col.,  A.  S.  Hamiltom. 
Major,  T.  H.  Johnson, 

DeSoto  Guards,  Captain  W.  J.  Brown. 

Walker  Reserve,        "      G.  M.  Moseley. 

Alcorn  Rifles,    ,         "      J.  J.  Milam. 

Dave  Rogers  Rifles,  L.  M.  Lansha. 

...  Pt.  Mount  Rifles,        "      C.  C.'Wilbourn. 

Rifle  Scouts?,  il 

Moorsville  Darts,        "      M.  Pounds. 

Miss.  Yankee  Hunters,  Captain 

James  Creek  Volunteers,  Captain  J.  Ferguson. 

Reube  Davis  Rebels,  ''      W.  Young. 

Whole  number,  including  field  and  staff  officers,  682  men. 
Change  in  field  officers  as  officially  reported  from  the  War 
Department. 
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Second  Regiment. 

Colonel,  T.  J.  Davidson. 
Lieut.  Col.,  J.  M.  Wells. 
Major,  John  R.  Djjvall.  • 

Falkner  Guard,  Captain  B.  F.  Hill. 
Molino  Rifles,  "       E.  M.  Wells. 

Tippah  Tigers,  "       P.  Holcomb. 

Tippah  Riflemen,       "       M.  M.  Corley. 
Blount  Guards,         ",      C  G.  Blount. 
Kossuth  Volunteers,  Captain  R.  B.  Allen. 
Blacklarfd  Gideonites,  Captain 
Plenitude  Invincibles,  " 

Thompson      '  "      .  "     J.  H.  Kennedy. 

Stubbs  Rifles  "     R.  R.  Knight. 

Whole  number,  including  field  and  staff  officers,  737  men. 


Second  Regiment,  JVb.  1. 

Colonel,  W.  C.  Falkner. 
Lieut.  Col.,  B.  Boone. 
Major,  David  Humphreys. 

O'Connor  Rifles,     Captain  J.  H.  Buchanan. 
Magnolia      " 
•  Joe  Maithews  Rifles,  "        W.  D.  Beck. 
Tishomingo        "        " 
Calhoun  "'       "        John  J.  Booth. 

Town  Creek      "        "        W.C.Bromley. 
Pontotoc  Minute  Men,.  Captain  H.  R.  Miller. 
Coomwah  Rifles,  "        J.  H.  Taylor. 

Cherry  Creek  Rifles,       ■  "        John  J.  Herring. 
Iuka  Rifles  "        J.  M.  Stone. 

800  men  rank  and  file. 
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Tlxird  Regiment. 

Colonel,  J.  B.  Deason. 
Liut.  Col.,  Robert  Eager. 
Major  T.  A.  Mellon. 

Gainesville  Volunteers,  Captain  McFadden 


Shieldsboro'  Rifles, 
Chunkey  Heroes. 
Sunflower  Dispersers, 
McWillie  Blues, 
Biloxi  Rifles, 
Downing  Rifles 
Dahlgreen  Guards, 
Live  Oak  Rifles, 
John  M.  Sharp's, 


J.  V.  Toulnee. 

W.  B.  Johnson. 

Morgan. 

E.  A.  Peyton. 

J.  P.  Elmore. 

Radcliffe. 

Green. 

McRae. 

S.  M.  Dyer. 


Whole  number,  including  field  and  staff  officers,  800  men. 
Field  officers  as  at  present  known  to  War  Department, 
Col.  T.  A.  Mellon. 


Fourth  Regiment. 

Colonel,  Jas.  Drake. 
Liut.  Col.,  P.  S.  Layton. 
Major,  F.  N.  Adair. 


Carroll  County  Rebels,  Captain 
Centre  Marksmen, 
Red  Invincibies, 
Stephen  Guards, 

Nelson  Grays,  ■ 

Sons  of  the  South,  • 

Bankston  Guard,  ; 

Benela  Sharpshooters,  " 

Paris  Rebels.  " 


H.  Jamison. 
W.  C.  Red. 
R.  D.  Palmer. 
Thos.  P.  Nelson. 
W.  A.  Sumner. 
W.  R.  Hale. 
Robert  Middleton. 
G.  W.  Paris. 


Attala  Yellow  Jackets, 


J.  B.  Moore. 


Whole  number,  including  field  and  staff  officers,  787  men, 


•  •<■ 


.- 
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Fifth  Msgiment. 

Colonel  A.  E.  Fant. 
Lieut.  Col.,  S.  F.  Faucett. 
Major  A.  Stennis. 

Bogue  Chi tto  Rangers,  Captain  Jackson, 
lied  Rovers,  "        Armstrong. 

Pettus  Rebels,  "        Reed1. 

New  Prospect  Grays,  "        Weir. 

Lauderdale  Spring  Grays  "         Smith. 
Barry  Guards,  "        Womack. 

Winston  Rifles,  "         Comfort. 

Kemper  Rebels,  ■    "        Bostick. 

Noxubee  Blues,  "        Featherston. 

Scotland  Guards,  "        Lewis. 

Whole  number,  including  field  and  staff  officers,  736  men. 


Sixth  Regiment. 

/  < 

Colonel,  J.  J.  Thornton. 
Likut.  Col.,  E.  R.  Benett. 
Major,  R.  Lowry.' 

Rankin  Rousrh  and  Readies,  Captain  E.  J.  Runnels. 
"    Rrankin  Grays,  "        W.  B.  Shelby. 

New  Guard.  "        E.  L.  Alford. 

Quitman  Southerns,  "        Wi  M.  Hall. 

East  Mississippi  Grays,  "        A.Y.Harper. 

Crystal  Springs'  Guard,  A.  B.  Love. 

Rockport  Steel  Blades,     '        "        A.  Steel. 
Lake  Rebels,  .    "        W.  L.  Towner. 

Simpson  Fencibles,  '  "        E.  R.  Bennett. 

Lowry  Rifles,  "        W.  J.  Finch. 

Whole  number,  including  field  and  staff  officers,  601  men. 
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Seventh  Regiment. 

Colonel,  E.  J.  Goode. 
Lieut.  Col..,  H.  Mayson, 
Major,  it.  S.  Carter.   - 

Franklin  Rifles.  Captain  W.  J.  Proby. 

Bogue  C-itto  Rifles,  Captain  Bristoe. 

Amite  Rifles,  "         B.  J.  Johns, 

Franklin  Beaureguard's,  Captain  J).  H.  Parker. 

Jeff.  Davis  Sharpshooters,     "         Henry  Pope. 

Marion  Men,  "         W.  J.  Rankin. 

Goode  Rifles,  "         Cannon. 

Covingi on  Rifles, '  "         J.  T.  Fairley. 

Dahlgreen  Rifles,  "P.  B.  Williams. 

Quitman  Rifles,  "         Huff. 

§11  men  rank  and  file.  . 
Col.  W.  H.  Bishop,  Lieut.  Col.  A.  M.  Mills. 


Eighth  Regiment. 

Colonel,  G.  G.  Flynt. 
Lieut.  Col.,  J.  T.  Gates. 
Major  G.  T.  Peck. 

Yankee  Terrors,  Captain  Watkins, 
Southern  Sentinels,  Captain  JW.  E.  Day. 
Ellisville  Invincibles,  Captain  Sam.  Prince. 


True  Confederates, 
Tolson  Guards, 
Moody  True  Blues, 
Confederate  Guards, 
Tallahoma  Hardshells' 
Pinckney  Guard, 
Clarke  Co.  Rangers, 


W.  T.  Ward. 
G.  W.  Ryan. 
G.  C.  Chandler. 
Knox. 

Sansom. 

Austin. 

McNeil. 


Whole  number,  including  field  and  staff  officers,  888  men. 
Col.  J.  C.  Wilkinson,  Liut.  Col.  A.  McNiel,  Major  John 
T.  Smith. 
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Ninth  Regiment. 

Colonel,  Jas.  R.  Chalmers. 
Liut.  Col.,  Jas.  L.  Autry. 
Major,  Bowdre. 

Irrepressibles.  Captain 

Jeff.  Davis  Rifles,  Captain  Sam.  Benton. 

Invincibles, 

Lafavette  Guard,        "         Wra.  Delay. 

Home  Guard,        ^    "        T.  W.  Harris. 

Quitman  Rifle  Guard,  Captain  R.  M.  MeGowan. 


Horn  Lake  Volunteers, 

DeSoto  Guards, 

Panola  Guard, 

Corinth  Rifles, 
933  men  rank  and  tile. 
Major  J.  H.  Linam. 


John  H.  Foster. 
S.  O.  B.  Crockett. 
B.  Moore. 
W.  H.  Kirkpatrick. 


Tenth  Regiment. 

Colonel,  Robert   \.  Smith. 
Lieut.  Col.,  Joseph  R.  Davis. 
Major,  E.  H.  Gregory. 


Ben.  Bullard  Rifles,  Captain 

Lowndes  Southrons,  " 

Mississippi  Rifles,  " 

Hill  City  Cadets,  '  *  * 

Avengers,  " 

Madison  Rifles,         *  " 

Bahala  Rifles,  " 

Yazoo  Minute  Men,  " 

Rankin  Rifles,  " 

Port  Gibson  Rifles,  " 

841  men  rank  and  files 

Colonel  James  Barr. 


J.  G.  Bullard. 
W.  B.,  Wade.    . 
Jas.  Barr. 
J.  E.  White. 
Geo.  H.  Lipscomb. 
Geo.  R.  Fearn. 
0.  T.  Gibbs. 
H.  Peak. 
G.  N.  Miller. 
W.  McKeever. 
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Eleventh  Regiment. 

Colonel,  W.  H.  Moore.  - 
Lieut.  Col.,  P.  F.  Lildell. 
Major, . 

University  Grays,  Captain  W.  B.  Lowry. 

Coahoma  Invincibles,   "        S.  M.  Delaney. 

Chickasaw  Rifles,        "        J.  B.  Williams. 

Neshoba        «'  "        A.  H.  Franklin. 

Prairi  Guards,  "        J.  W.  Harriston. 

Noxubee  Rifles,  "        Geo.  G.  Wair. 

Lamar  '       "  " 

Chickasaw  Guards      "        W.  F.  Tucker. 

Van  Dorn  Reserves    "        R.  0.  Revnolds. 

Carroll  Co.  Rifles,       "        R.  W.  Williamson. 
Whole  number  rank  and  file  747  men: 
Col.  S.  F.  Butler,  Major  W.  B.  Lowry. 


Twelfth  Regiment. 

Colonel,  R.  Griffith. 
Lieut.  Col.,  W.  H.  Taylor. 
Major,  John  R.  Dickens. 

Charley  Clark  Rifles,  Captain  John  J.'McLain. 

Natchez  Fencibles,  "        E.  M.  Blackburn. 

Raymond  Fencibles,  "         Cuddy  Thomas. 

Pettus  Relief,  "        M.B.Harris. 

Sardis  Blues,  "  ■ 

Durant  Rifles,  "        John  A.  Cason. 

Vicksburg  Sharpshooters,  Captain  H.  H.  Miller. 

Claiborne  Guards,  "       Henry  Hughes. 

Satartia  Rifles,  "        E.  R.  Gale. 

Lawrence  Rifles,  "        R.  J.  Bow  en. 
1013  men  rank  and  tile. 
Colonel  W.  H.  Taylor. 
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Th irteerdh  Reg iment . 

Colonel,  Wm.  Barksdale, 

Lieut.  Col. 

Major, 

Winston  Guards,  Captain  John  M.  Brady. 

Wayne  Rifles,  "        J.  W.  Eckford. 

Pettus  Guard,  "         S.  J.  Randall. 

Kemper  Legion,         ">        J.  W.  Carter. 

Minute  Men  of  Attala,  Capta;n  L.  D.  Fletcher. 

Secessionists,  "       „  D.  R.  Mcintosh. 

Almutcha  Infantry,  "  P.  H.  Bozeman. 

Spartan  Band,  "  W.  Mellard. 

Lauderdale  Guards,  "       ,  Kenon  McElroy. 

890  men  rank  and  file. 

Col.  J.  W.  Carter,  Lieut.  Col.  J.  McElrov,  Major  .T.  M, 
Bradley. 


Fourteenth  MegimenL 

Colonel,  W.  S.  Balhwik. 

Lteut.  Col.,  M.  E.  Morris. 
Major,  W.  L.  Doss. 

Enterprise  Guards.  Captain  R.  S.  Weir. 

Quitman  Inrincibles,    "        J.  P.  MeGowan. 

Shubuta-  Rifles,  R.  J.  Lawrence. 

Meridian  Invincibles,   "         W.  F.  Compton. 

Reaureguard  Rifles,  No  2.,  Captain  A.  S.  Lee, 

•Columbus  Riflemen,  Captain 

Monroe  Guards,  "         F.  M.  Rogers. 

Monroe  Volunteers,     "        S.  J.  Gholson. 

Agency  Rifles,  "        A.  J.  Maxwell. 

1034  men  rank  and  file. 
Colonel  Donovan. 
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Fifteenth  Hegimeni. 

CONEL,   W.    S.    STATHAM. 

Lieut.  Col.,  J.  VV.  Hemphill. 
Major,  H.  B.  Dennis. 

Oktibbeha  Plowboys,  Captain  J.  M.  Watson, 


Quitman  Rifles, 

ii 

J.  W„  Wade. 

Wen  on  a  Stars, 

u 

-    Thos.  Booth. 

McCIung  Rifles, 

':<■ 

Wigfa  11  Rifles, 

u 

W.  F.  BrantI; 

Choctaw  Guards, 

u 

Long  Creek  Rifles, 

U    ' 

L.  S.  Terry. 

Grenada  Rifles, 

u 

Wafer  Valley  Rifles, 

.     tt 

B.  F.  Collins. 

Yallabnsha    •       "  . 

u 

F.  M.  Aldrido 

1002  men  rank  and  file. 

Colonel  M.  Farrell. 

" 

/Sixteenth  Regiment. 

*  Colonel,  C.  Posey. 

Lieut.  Col.,  Robert  Clark. 
Major,  H.  Bankston. 

Wilkinson  Rifles,  Captain  A.  M.  Feltus. 

Adams  Light  Guard,  No.  1,  Captain  D.  Walworth. 

Adams  Light  Guard,  No.  2,        "        S.  E.  Baker, 

Fairview  Rifles,  "        J.  T.  Moore. 

Summit  Rifles,  J.  D.  Blencoc. 

Quitman  Guards,  "         S.  A.  Mathews 

Crystal  Springs  Rifles,  "         J.  C.  Davis. 

Westville  Guards.  Captain  G.  J.  D.  Funches. 

The  Defenders,  B         W..H.  Hardy. 

Jasper  Grays,        .      "         J.J.  Shannon. 
1002  men  rank  and  file! 
Lieut.  Col,  J.  J.  Shannon,  Major  Sam.  Baker. 


160  • 

Seventeenth  Regiment. 

Colonel,  W.  S.  Featherston. 
Lieut. 'Col.,  John  McGuirk. 
Major,  J.  M.  Lyles. 

Panola  Vindicators,  Captain  Geo.  P.  Foote. 

Quitman  Grays,  "        W.  D.  Holder. 

Pettus  Rifles,  V        M.  Bell. 

Confederate  Guards,      " 

Mississippi  Rangers,       " 

Rough  and  Readies,        "        H.  E.  Wilkinson. 

Samuel  Benton  Relief  Rifles,  Captain  B.  G.  Laurence. 

Magnolia  Guards,  Captain 

Buena  Vista  Rifles, .  "        J.  L.  Rogers. 

Burnsville  Blues,        "        J.  C.  Waters. 
1000  men  rank  and  file. 
Colonel  W.  D.  Holder. 


Eighteenth  Regiment.  f 

Colonel,  E.  R.  Burt. 
Lieut.  -'Col.,  J.  M.  Griffin. 
Major,  J.  W.  Balfour. 

Confederate  Rifles,  Captain  J.  M.  Jayne. 

Burt  Rifles, 

Mississippi  College  Rifles,  Captain  J.  W.  Wilburn. 

Hamer  Rifles,  Captain  C.  F.  Hamer. 

McClung  Rifles,  Captain 

Beanreguard  Rifles,  Captain 

Brown  Rebels,  "        A.  G.  Brown. 

Confederates,  "        0.  R.  Singleton. 

Camden»Difles,  "        Adam  McWillie. 

Benton  Rifles, >  "        W.H.Luce. 

723  men  rank  and  tile. 
ColonelJ.M.  Griffin. 
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Nineteenth  Regiment. 

# 

Lieut.  Col.,  John  Mullens. 
Major,  N.  H.  Harris. 
No  muster  rolls  returned  to  this  Department. 


Twentieth  Regiment. 

Colonel,  D.  R.  Russell. 
Lieut. Col.,  H.  H.  Miller. 
Major,  W«.  N.  Brown. 
No  muster  rolls  returned  to  this  Department. 


Twenty-first  Regiment. 

Colonel,  B.  G.  Humphries. 
Lteut.  Col.,  Wm.  L.  Brandon. 
Major,  D.  N.  Moody. 
No  muster  rolls  returned  to  this  Department. 


Twenty-Second  Regiment. 

Colonel,  J.  D.  Lester. 
Lieut.  Col.,  H.  J-;  Reid. 
Major,  T.  C.  Dockery. 
No  muster  rolls  returned  to  this  Department. 
A— 11 
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Twenty-third  Regiment. 

Colonel,  T.  J.  Davidson. 
Lieut.  Col,,  J.  M,  Wells. 
Major,  John  R.  Duvall. 

Franklin  Guards,  Captain  R.  H.  Hill. 
Molens  Rifles,  "         E.  M.  Wells.   .  ' 

Tippah  Tigers,  "  P.  Holcombe. 

Tippah  Riflemen,      "  M.  M.  Conley. 

Blount  Guards,  "  C.  G.  Blount. 

Kossuth  Hunter*.'      "  R.  B.  Allen. 

Blackland  Gideonites,  Captain 
Plenitude  Invincibles,        " 
Thompson  Invincibles,       "        Kennedy. 
Stubbs  Rifles,  "        R.  R.  Knight. 

Whole  number,  including  field  and  staff  officers,  737  men. 


Twenty-fourth  Regiment. 

Colonel,  W.  F.  Dowd. 

Lieut.  Col.,  R.  P.  McKelvaine. 

Major,  W.  C.  Staples. 

Buena  Vista  Hornets,  Captain  J.  W.  Buchanan. 

Dowd  Rebels,.  "         J.  D.  Smith. 

Gaines  Warriors  Henry  Roberts. 

Hellen  Johnston  Guards,  Captain  E.  £.  Postell. 

Cummings  Grays,  Captain  B.  F.  Toomer. 

Choctaw  Rebels,        "         W.  C.  Staples. 

Mississippi  Confederates,  Captain  W.  L.  L'yle. 

Kemper  Rebels,  R.  P.  McKelvaine. 

Caledonia  Rifles,  M.  M.  Rowan. 

One  company  not  returned. 
717  men  rank  and  file. 
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Twenty-fifth  Regiment. 

Colonel.  J.  D.  Martin. 
Lieut;  Col.,  E.  F.  McGehee. 
Major,  Thos.  H.  Mangum. 
No  muster  rolls  returned  to  this  Department. 


Twenty-sixth  Rsgiment. 

Colonel,  A.  E.  Renolds. 
Liut.  Col.,  F.  M.  Boone. 
Major,  T.  F.  Parker. 
No  muster  rolls  returned  to  this  Department. 


Twentytseventh  Regiment. 

Colonel,  Taomas  M.  Jones. 
Liut.  Col.,  James  L.  Autry. 
Major,  George  H.  Lipscomb. 
N©  muster  rolls  returned  to  this  Department. 


Twenty-eighth  Regiment —  Cavalry. 

Colonel,  P.  B.  Starke.     > 
Lieut.  Col.,  — -Ferguson.. 
Major,  E.  P.  Jones. 
No  muster  rolls  returned  to  this  Department. 
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Twenty-ninth  Regiment. 

Colonel,  E.  C.  Walthall. 
Lieut.  Col.,  W.  F.  Beantley. 
Majoe,  J.  B.  Morgan. 

Robson  Rifles,  Captain  R.  Robson. 
Lafayette  Rebels,  Captain  N.  A.  Isom. 
Panola  Patriots,         "        T.  F.  Wilson. 
Dixie  Rifles,  "        J.  F.  Harrington. 

DeSoto  Brothers,  1st  Lieut.  Geo.  W.  Reynolds,  com. 
Pishing  Creek  Avengers,  Captain  S.  B.  Herron. 
.    Oakland  Rebels,  "  W.  B.  Craig. 

Hampton  Guards,  "    .     J.  M.  Hampton. 

Gale  Reserves,  "         R.  G.  Johnson. 

Walthall  Rebels,  "  ,       J.  F.  Taylor. 

Whole  number,  including  field  and  staff  officers,  876  men. 


Thirtieth  Megiment. 

*    Colonel,  G.  F.  Neill. 
0  Lieut.  Col.,  J.  J.  Scales. 

■Major,  H.  Reynolds. 

True  Missiseippians,  Captain  T.  H.  Robinson. 

Neill  Guards,  "        J.  M.  Johnson. 

Dixie  Boys,  1st  Lieut.  Wm.  Ray,  commanding. 

Carroll  Minute  Men,  Captain  F.  P.  Pleasauts. 

Yazoo  Grays,  "         Q.  D.  Gibfes. 

Dixie  Heroes,  _  "         W.  Y-.  Davis. 

("  No  name")  r  "         JohnjK.  Allen.   ' 

'•  "         Samuel  Young. 

Buckner  Rebels,  "         John  N.  Campbell. 

One  company  not  returned. 
V/rh,oJe  number,  including  field  and  staff  officers,  763  men. 


165 

Thirty-first  Regiment.- 

■  I; 

Colonel,  J.  A.  Orr, 
Lieut.  Col.  M.  D.  L,  Stephens. 
Major,  H.  E.  Toff. 
No  muster  rolls  returned  to  this  Department. 


Thirty-second  Regiment. 

Colonel,  M.  P.  Lowery. 
Lieut.  Col.,  W.  H.  H.  Tyson. 
Major,  F.  C.  Karr. 

Southern  Farmers,  Captain  Alexander  Archer. 
Buckner  Boys,  "'.       Benjamin  J.  Kizer.. 

Lowery  Rebels,  "        F.  S.  Norman. 

Johnston  Avengers,    •"        D.  P.  Rogers. 

Captain  J.  G.  Lowery. 
W.  M.  Irions. 


Tishomingo  Avengers, 
Lowery  Invincibles, 
Hatchie  Rifles, 
Beaureguard  Rifles, 
W.  R.  Nelson  Guards, 
Tishomingo  Rebels, 


John  N.  Scallv. 
J.  H.  Tankersly. 
W.  R.  Nelson. 
J.  W.  Swinney. 


Whole  number,  including  field  and  staff  officers,  ,783  men. 


Thirty-third  Regiment. 

Colonel,  D.  W,  Hurst. 
Lieut.  Col.,  W.  B.  Johnson. 
Major,  J.  L.  Drake. 

Amite  Defenders,  1st  Lieut.  Moses  Jackson,  com'g. 
Cumberland  Guards,  Captain  A.  K.  Booth. 


Leake  Rebels, 
Rebel  Avengers, 
Homesville  Guards, 
Amite  Guards, 
Franklin  Guards, 
Davis  Guards, 
Mississippi  Defenders, 
Johnson  Guards, 


R.  J.  Hall. 
W.  S.  Warren., 
J.  T.  Lamkin. 
H.  Morgan. 
R.  R.  Webb. 
J.  M.  Tinnon. 
W.  B.  Johnson. 
R.  0.  Byrne. 


Whole  number,  including  field  and  staff  officers,  792  men 


*•  •' 
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Thirty-fourth  Regiment. 

Colonel,  Samuel  Benton. 
Lieut.  Col.,  Daniel  B.  Weight. 
Major,  (Not  reported.) 

Tippah  Farmers,  Captain  Granville  A.  Woods. 
Bo  wen  Company,       "        H.  J.  Bowen. 
Goodman  Guards,      "        T.,A-  Falconer. 
Dixie  Guards,  "        .Dan'l  B.  Wright. 

Cold  Water  Rebels,    "        H.  T.  Walton. 
Tippah  Rangers,  John  Y.  Murry. 

Tippah  Rebels,  "        A.  C.  Rucker. 

Mississippi  Avengers,  Captain  M.  F.  Wilkins. 
Smith  Rifles,  "        E.  W.  Smith. 

Sons  of  Liberty,  "        J.  B.  Huddlestoa 

Whole  number,  including  field  officers,  779  men. 


Thirty-fifth  Regiment. 

Colonel,  W.  S.  Barry. 
No  muster  rolls  returned  to  this  Department. 


Thirty-sixth  Regiment. 

Colonel,  D.  J.  Brown. 
Lieut.  Col.,  S.  G.  Harper. 
Major,  W.  W.  Witheespoon. 

Dixie  Guards,  Captain  Alexander  Yates. 

Edwards  Tigers,  Captain  S.  K.  Smith. 

Hillsboro'  Rebels,     "        T.  J.  Denson.. 

Copiah  Rebels,  "        L.  B.  Harris. 

Harper  Reserves,       "         C.  P.  Partin. 

Mount  Zion  Guards,  Captain  T.  J.  Chrisman. 

Zolli coffer  Avengers,     "        Henry  T.  Siebe. 

Yankee  Hunters,  *         J.  S.  Tatom. 

?,  D.  Ogletree. 
i  "        J.  W.  Ward. 

Two  companies  not  returned. 
Number  reported,  including  fild  officers,  624  men. 
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Thirty-seventh  Regiment. 

Colonel,  Robert  McLain. 
Lieut.  Col.,  O.  S.  Holland. 
Major,  John  McGee. 

Shubuta.  Guards,  Captain  T  T  Howze. 
Enterprise  Tigers,     "  W  C  Turner. 

Pattons  Company,    "  Wm  S  Patton. 

Cterk  County  Rescuers,  Captain  SH  Terrell. 
Yancy  Guards,  "  S  A  'Nunn. 

Jasper  Guards,  "  A  F  Dantzler. 

Jasper  Avengers,  "  Francis  B  Loper. 

McLain  Rifles,  "  W  W  Weir. 

DeSoto  Rifles,  "  C  C  Terrill. 

McLemore  Guards,  "  WP  Anderson. 

Number  reported,  including  field  officers,  888  men. 


Thirty-eighth  Regiment.. 

ft      ■ 

Colonel,  F.  W.  Adams. 

Lieut.  Col.,  Preston  Brent.  « 

Major,  Frank.  Foxwortii. 

Wolf  Creek  Marksmen,  Captain  J  Dishman. 
Brent  Rifles,  1st  Lieut.  H  S  Blumficle,  com'g. 
Yan  Dorn  Guards,  Captain  R  C  McCoy. 
Wilkinson  Guards,       "        J  H  Jones. 
Johnston  Avengers,     "    '     Leander  M  Graves. 
Holmes  County  Volunteers,  Captain  Walter  LKeirn. 
Hancock  Rebels,  Captain  D  B  Seal. 
Columbia  Guards,    "        ACL  Foxwortb. 
White  Rebels,  "         John  F  White. 

Price  Relief,  "    •    W  M  Estelle. 

Number  reported,  including  field  officers,  963  men. 
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Thivly-ninth  Regiment. 

Colonel,  TV".  B.  Shelby. 
Lieut.  Col.,  TV.  E.  Ross. 
Major,  TV.  Monroe  Quin. 

Burt  Avengers,  Captain  TV  E  Ross. 
Simpson  Guards,     '■        R  J  Dun*. 
Dixie  Guards,         "        J  R  Wilson. 
Rankin  Rebels,       "        S  C  Myers. 
Johnson  Avengers,  Captain  M  V  Collum. 
Barry  Guards,  '  4*        L  H  Tilman. 

Newton  Hornets,         "        J  C  NcElroy. 
Price  Rebels,  "         Wm  Price. 

Pearl  River  Guards,    "         C.  B.  Banks. 
Monroe  Quin  Guards,  1st  Liut.  J  A  Nash,.com'g. 
Number  reported,  including  field  officers,  895  men. 


Fortieth  Regiment. 

Colonel,  TV.  B.  Colbert. 
Lieut.  Col.,  J.  A.  P.  Campbell. 
Major,  E.  McDonald. 

Cacnpbell  Guards,  Captain  JAP  Campbell. 
Confederate  Guards,  Captain  R  B  Campbell. 
Standing  Pine  Guards,  Captain  Jas  R  Childress. 
(No  name)  l  "        AM  Green. 

•  TV.  McD  Gibbons. 

Attala  Guards,  "         Geo  P  Wallace. 

Oak  Bowery  Invincibles,    "        R  K  Clayton. 
(No  name)  "        M  S  Latimer. 

"        WP  Culbertson. 
Parrott  Rifles,  "        Wm  S  Parrott. 

Number  reported,  including  field  officers,  9f»l  men. 
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Forty  first  Regiment. 

COLONEL,    W.    F.    TuCKEE. 

Lieut.  Col. 
Major, 

Pontotoc  Grays,  Captain  S  E  Melson, 
Koger's  Company    "        T  J  Koger. 
Duke's  Company,      "        H  J  Duke. 
Abes  Rejecters,  Lewis  Ball. 

Verona  Rifles,  "        Thomas  C.  Ashcroft. 

Williams'  Company,  Captain  Joseph  P  Williams. 
Becket's  Company,        "         N  J  Becket. 
Hicks'  Company,  "         James  M  Hicks. 

Mississippi  Rip  Raps,    "         G  D  Moore. 
Okolona  Guards,  "         John  Richardson. 

Number  reported,  including  field  officers,  1136  men. 


Forty-second  Regiment —  Cavalry. 

Colonel, 

Lieut.  Col.,  James  Gordon. 

Majoe,  T.  L.  Harris. 

Loula  White  Rebels,  Captain  J  F  White. 
Choctaw  Rangers,  "        R  C  Love. 

Newton  Rangers,  ,.  "\        J  J  Perry. 

Mooresville  Blues,  "        J  L  McCarty. 

Mrs.  Body  Guard,  1st  Liuet.  John  Gaddis,  com. 
East  Mississippi  Dragoons,  Captain  James  M  Hogan. 
Kemper  Dragoons,  Captain  W  G  Beck. 
Ruffin's  Company,     '   "       James  Ruffin. 
Pontotoc  Rangers,        "        Joshua  T  Pitts.- 
Lauderdale  Cavalry,     "      .  W.  Y.  Rany. 
Number  reported,  including  field  officers,  753  men. 
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Forty-third  Regiment. 

Colonel,  W.  H.  Moore. 
No  muster  rolls  returned  to  this  Department. 


Forty-fourth  Regiment. 

Coloel,  A.  K.  Blythe. 
No  Muster  rolls  returned  to  this  Department. 


Forty-fith  Regiment. 

Colonel,  A*.  B.  BLardcastle. 
No  muster  rolls  returned  to  this  Department. 


Forty-sixth  Regiment. 

Colonel,  J.  W.  Balfour. 
No  muster  rolls  returned  to  this  Department. 


Wirt  Adams'   Cavalry.         $ 

Colonel,  Wirt  Adams. 
Liet.  Col.,  Bobert  C.  Wood,  je. 
Major,  James  Hogan. 
No  muster  rolls  returned  to  this  Department. 
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First  Regiment  of  Artillery. 

Colonel,  W.  T.  Withers. 
Lieut.  Col.,  James  P.  Parker. 
Major,  B.  R.  Holmes. 

Company  A,  Captain  S.  J.  Ridley 


B, 

ft 

A.  J.  Herod. 

c, 

n 

H.  P.  Turner. 

D, 

a 

J.  L.  Wofford. 

I\ 

u 

J.  L.  Bradford. 

G, 

it 

J.  L.  Cowan. 

H, 

(i 

George  Ralston. 

I, 

it 

Robert  Bowman. 

K, 

u 

George  F.  Abbay, 

One  muster  roll  not  returned. 

Number  reported,  including  field  officers,  1262  men. 


Ward's  Battalion  of  Artillery. 

Major,  M..  S.  Ward. 
1st  Company,  1st  Lieut.  J.  D.  Vance,  commanding. 
2d        "  Captain  J.  H.  Yates. 

3d        ''  "       J.  McClendon. 

Whole  number  reported  233  men. 


Fourth  Mississijypi  Battalion — Cavalry. 

Lieut.  Col.,  Charles  Baskerville. 
No  muster  rolls  returned  to  this  Department. 
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v 


Fith  Mississippi  Battalion — Infantry. 

Major,  W.  H.  Kilpatrick. 
No  muster  rolls  returned  to  this  Department. 


HJighth  Mississippi  Battalion — Infantry. 

Lieut.  Col.,  J.  S.  Terrell. 
No  muster  rolls  returned  to  this  Department. 


Eighth  Missisippi  Battalion — Sharp  Shooters. 

Major,  W.  C.  Richards. 
No  muster  rolls  returned  to  this  Department. 


Tenth  Mississippi  Battalion — Infantry. 

Major,  W.  A.  Rayburn. 
No  muster  rolls  returned  to  this  Department. 


Eleventh  Mississippi  Battalion — Heavy   Artilkry. 

Lieut.  Col.,  R.  Stevening. 
No  muster  rolls  returned  to  this  Department. 


\ 


i 
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First  Regiment  Minute  Men. 

Colonel,  Benjamin  King. 
Lieut.  Col.,  J.  Lawhan. 
Majoe,  B.  F.  Sutton. 
Time  expired.  [ 


Second  Regiment  Minute  Men. 

Colonel,  D.  H.  Quinn. 
Lieut.  Col.,  James  Conery. 
Major,  J.  O.  Magee. 
Time  expired. 


Third  Regiment  Minute  Men. 

Colonel,  William  J.  Oweks. 
Lieut.  Col.,  J.  A.  Harltn. 
Majoe,  F.  C.  Mercer. 
Time  expired. 


Fourth  Regiment  Minute  Men. 

Colonel,  \Y.  C.  Bromley. 
Lieut.  Col.,  J.  J.  Stone. 
Major,  B.  xM.  Kilgore. 
Time  expired. 
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Fifth  Regiment  Minute  Men. 

Colonel,  Henry  Robinson. 
Lieut.  Col.,  D.  W.  Metts. 
Major,  Samuel  J.  Randell. 
Time  expired. 


Time  expired. 


First  Battalion  Minute  Men. 
Major,  W.  B.  Harper. 


Time  expired. 


Second  Battalion  Minute  Men. 
Major,  Henry  F.  Cook. 


Third  Battalion  Minute  Men. 
Lieut.  Col.,  Thomas  A.  Burgin. 
Major,  B.  B.  Moore. 
1  Time  expired. 


Fourth  Battalion  Minute  Men. 

Lieut.  Col.,  A.  J.  Postlethwait. 
Major,  John  D.  Farley. 
Time  expired. 
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First  Battalion  Cavalry  Minute  'Men. 
Major,  G.  L.  Bltthe. 


Cavalry  organizations — First  Regiment. 


Colonel,  G.  L.  Bltthe. 
Lieut.  Col.,  N.  C.  Edmonds  ox. 
Major,  C.  L.  Bo  wen. 
Term  of  service  expired  and  in  progress  of  re-organization. 


Second  Regiment. 

Colonel,  J.  F.  Smith.   « 
Lteut.  Col.,  W.  L.  Lowry. 
Major, 

Company  A,  Captain  S.  G.  Street. 


"       B, 

(< 

W.  K.  Posey. 

"     c, 

« 

W.  G.  Martin. 

"       D, 

u 

W.  H.  Wilson. 

"       E, 

u 

E.  M.  Wells. 

"       F, 

<< 

Joseph  A.  Johnsons 

"       G-, 

u 

GeoTge  Isbell. 

"       H, 

it 

D.  C.  Gilleylin. 

»       K, 

u 

W.  L.  Lowry. 
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Third  Jiegimeni. 

Colonel,  John  McGuirk. 
Lieut.  Col..  J.  A.  Barksdale. 
Major,  B.  M.  Kilgore. 

Company  A,  Captain  Stillwell 


B, 

M 

W.  L.  Farris. 

c, 

(( 

T.  J.  Kyle. 

D, 

(1 

John  "W.  Logan. 

E, 

11 

J.  M.  Griffin: 

F, 

it 

H.  H.  Barksdale. 

Or, 

u 

Jas.  A.  Barksdale. 

H, 

a 

B.  M.  Kilgore. 

I, 

n 

T.  W.  Webb. 

Hards  Battalion. 
Major,  Hamm. 

Company   A,  Captain  B.  H.  Estes. 

B,  "        F.  F.  M.  Paynes. 

C,  "        J.  N.  Yates. 

D,  H        W.  L.  White. 

E,  "        C.  W.  McNeill. 


Davenport 's  Battalion.- 
Major,  S.  Davenport. 

Company  A,  Captain  H.  B.  Brown. 

B,  "       W.  B.  Pardue. 

C,  "        C.  H.  Carter. 
Transferred  to  Confederate  service. 
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Perrirts  Battalion. 

Lieut.  Cql.,  R.  O.  Perrin. 
Major,  A.  C.  Reid. 

Companies, 

Captain  Perrin's. 

"  Allen's. 

"  Mett's. 

"  Mosley's. 

"  Montgomery's. 

"'  Rayburn's. 

"  Foard's. 

"  Thomas'  ' 

"  Walker's. 


Unattached  Companies. 

Herndon  Rangers,  Lieut.  Montgomery,  com. 
Mississippi  Rangers,  Captain  W.  B.  Peery. 
Weatherall's,'  "        J.  T.  Weatherall. 

Gholson  Guards,  "        T.  C.  Bookter. 

Hartin's  Company,  J.  A.  Hartin. 

Buford  "  "        J.  H.  Buford. 

Hall's  "  ."        Hall. 

Saunders'      "  "        Saunder's. 

Thames'  Company,  Capt.  Thames  (disbanded). 
Red's  Company,  Capt.  Red,  (organized  and  gone 
into  Confederate  service). 


Cavalry  Companies    Unattached. 

Captain  Samuel  Mathews. 

"  J.,B.  Dunn. 

"  W.  B.  Prince. 

"  A.H.Forrest. 

"  W.  C.  Maxwell. 

"  R.  L.  Adams. 

"  Stillwell. 

*  "  W.  F.  Gartley. 

"  Wetherall. 
A— 12 
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OP  THE 


QUARTERMASTER  GENERAL. 


Macon,  Miss.,  Oct.  22,  1863. 

To  Mis  Excellency,  John  J.  Pettus, 

Governor  and  Com.  in  Chief  State  Miss.: 

Governor — I  annex  as  a  part  of  this  report,  my  first 
annual  report  and  render  the  recommendations  therein  con- 
tained, together  with  the  following  additional  ones. 

Owing  to  the  limited  number  of  clerks  allowed  this  De- 
partment, there  remains  much  unfinished  business.  Settle- 
ments are  yet  to  be  made  with  all  *of  the  Assistant  Quarter- 
masters of  the  State  and  the  numerous  agents  appointed  by 
yourself.  I,  therefore,  and  to  conform  to  the  Confederate 
rules  upon  the  same,  subject,  earnestly  recommend  that  an 
officer  with  the  rank  and  pay  of  Captain,  be  appointed  by 
yourself  or  your  successor,  to  audit  and  put  in  proper  form, 
all  claims  payable  by  this  Department  and  to  audit  all  re- 
ports of  Assistant  Quartermasters  and  Commissaries,  also 
to  examine  vouchers,  unpaid  by  Assistant  State  Quarter- 
masters and'  Commissaries,  that  may  be  presented  to  this 
Department  for  payment,  and  hiS  certificate  to  their  correct- 
ness to  be  sufficient  authority  to  pay  the  same,  thus  conform- 
ing to  the  army  rules  of  the  Confederate  Government,  as 
well  as  the  civil  rules  of  our  State,  in  cases  of  outstanding 
debts  in  the  civil  Departments. 

To  prevent  confusion  and  complication  of  the  business  of 
this  and  the  Ordnance  Departments,  I  would  recommend 
that  the  Chief  of  Ordnance  be  made  a  disbursing 
officer  for  his  own  Department  and  that  he  be  allowed 
a  clerk,  thus  again  conforming  to  Confederate  rules  upon 
the  same  subject;  the  importance  of  which  must  be  apparent, 
when  it  is  remembered  that  the  disbursements  of  these  De- 
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partments  are  on  final  settlement  tD  be  refunded  to  the  State 
by  the  Confederate  Government,  hence  the  ^papers  of  each 
Department  should  remain  on  file  in  their  respective  De- 
partments. 

Since  December  lTth,  J 862,  the  date  > of  my  last  annual 
report  to  30th  September,  1803,  inclusive,  there  has  been 
disbursed,  including  transfer  of  funds  to  Assistant  Quarter- 
masters, the  sum  of  five  hundred  and  eighty  two  thousand 
and  ninety-eight  dollars  and  thirty  cents,  out  of  which 
amount  two  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars  was  loaned 
by  this  Department  to  the  Confederate  Government  by  your 
order  to  pay  State  troops,  the  said  sum  to  be  repaid  to. the 
State,  so  soon  as  fundsVere  received  by  the  officer  to  whom 
it  was  loaned.  There  has  been  returned  to  date  of  eaid 
loan,  the  sum  of  seventy-one  thousand  five  hundred' and  sixty 
dollars,  the  balance  due,  (I  have  been  advised  by  Major 
Cooke,  Chief  Paymaster  C.  S.  A.,  at  Enterprise,  Miss.,)  was 
on  the  way  from  Richmond,  Ya.,  and  when  received,  would 
be  paid  over  to  the  State,  through  this  Department.  I  have 
received  from  the  State  Treasurer  and  various  other  sources, 
the  sum  of  $583,419.37 — (say)  five  hundred  and  eighty-three 
thousand  four  hundred  and  nineteen  dollars  and  thirty-seven 
cents,  as  per  account  current  marked  "  A." 

From  the  30th  of  September,  18.63,  to  October  the  22d, 
1863,  inclusive,  you  will  perceive  that  I  have  received  from 
the  State  Treasury  and  other  sources,  the  sum  of  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-five  thousand  nine  hundred  and  twenty-one 
dollars  and  sixty-five  cents  (say  $145,921.65)  showing  a 
balance  due  the  State  of  two  thousand  and  twenty-five  dol- 
lars and  sixty-eight 'cents  ($2,025.68).  See  account  current 
marked  "B:" 

I  herewith  send  you  a  full  report  of  my  transactions  from 
February  r2th, -180 %  to  September  30th.  1863,  containing 
my  returns  for  each  quarter,  with  abstracts  and  their  ac- 
companying vouchers,  showing  receipts  and  issues  of  Quar- 
termasters and  Commissary  stores,  etc.,  also  receipts  and 
disbursements  of  what  funds  have  passed  through  my 
hands  during  that  period. 

I  would  respectfully  recommend  that  a  committee  of  the 
Legislature  be  appointed  to  examine  this  report,  as  also  any 
books  or  papers  in  my  Department  appertaining  thereto. 

In  the  removal  of  tbis  Department  from  Jackson  of  public 
stores,  though  compelled  to  do  so  rather  hufridly,  and  having 
to  ship  both  north  and  east,  it  being  impossible  to  obtain 
transportation  on  any  one  Railroad,  I  have  to  report  that 
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we  have  been  quite  fortunate  hi  saving  nearly  everything  w  tth 
the  exception  of  a  few  articles  of  camp  and  garrison  equipage, 
and  sacks,  and  some  office  furniture,  which  was  burnt  by  the 
Federals  on  their  occupation  of  the  city. 

A.  M.  WEST, 
■  Or.  M.  Gen'l  S.  M.  M 


Jackson,  Miss.,  Dec.  17,  1862. 

To  His  Excellency,  John  J  Pettus, 

v     Governor  and  Comm'd'r  in  Chief  State  31lss  : 

Goveknok — On  the  11th  day  February  last,  at  your  in- 
stance, I  entered  upon  the  discharge  of  the  duties  of  this 
Department,  my  inexperience  in  matters  of  this  character, 
the  ldrge  amount  of  unsettled  business  and  outstanding 
claims  against  the  Military  Departments  of  the  State,  have 
rendered  the  labor  of  this  office  very  arduous  and  compli- 
cate^!, many  informalities  necessarily  occurring. 

At  the  time  of  my  appointment  there  was  no  Confederate 
Quartermaster  at  this  post  and  the  Confederate  Government 
having  called  on  the  State  for  seven  additional  regiments- 
fifteen  were  formed,  accepted  and  hurridly  placed  in  camp. 
By  your  direction,  »to  prevent  suffering  on  their  part,  this 
Department  proceeded  to  act  as  Quartermaster,  Commissary 
and  Transportation  Agent  for  said  regiments.  With  the 
limited  assistance  allowed  by  law,  it  was  almost  impossible 
to  dispatch  business  with  the  rapidity  that  the  then  condition 
of  the  country  required. 

Immediately  after  entering  upon  the  discharge  of  the 
duties  of  this  office  and  when  furnishing  troops  organized 
for  Confederate  service  as  aforesaid,  I  wrote  and  dispatched 
Col.  A.  C.  Myers,  Quartermaster  General  of  the  Confederate 
States,  at  Richmond,  Va.,  relative  to  the  mode  of  reimburs- 
ing the  State  of  Mississippi  for  supplies  thus  furnished.  The 
rule  for  the  government  of  this  Department  in  its  said  issues, 
as  agreed  to  between  him  and  myself,  was  that  said  issues 
should  be  made  to  Quartermasters  of  the  Confederate  States 
and  the  same,  would  be  paid  for  by  them.  All  of  said  issues 
thus  made  have  been  paid  for. 

The  following  informal  issues  were  made  for  the  reason 
that  the  troops  were  without  a  Quartermaster  :  Capt.  Baine's 
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artillery  company  and  several  infantry  companies,  were  fur- 
nished tents  and  camp  equipage,  upon  receipts  of  their  Cap- 
tains. Col.  Barry's  regiment  was  also  furnished  with  tents 
informally — this  latter  will  soon  be  corrected  I  think,  and 
the  State  reimbursed.  These  severalN  issues  were  seemingly 
necessary,  as  no  provision  had  been  made  by  Confederate 
authorities,  there  being  at  that  time  no  Confederate  Quar- 
termaster here  to  receipt  for  the  same.   « 

The  fall  of  Nashville,  Memphis  and  New  Orleans,  and  the 
menaced  condition  of  Yicksburg  and  the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi, made  it,  in  your  opinion,  necessary  to  call  out  the 
Militia  for  active  service.  "  Section  10  of  an  act  to  revise 
and  reduce  into  one  the  militia  and  volunteer  'laws  of  this 
State,"  provides  that  the  militiu  when  called  into  active  ser- 
vice "  shall  be  conducted  to  the  respective  places  at  which 
the  said  militia  may  be  required  to  rendezvous,  upon  reach- 
ing •  their  destination  the  militia  shall  be  organized  into 
battalions,  regiments  and  brigades,  *  .  *  *  and  shall 
proceed  to  the  election  of  the  proper  officers  as  herein  pro- 
vided." *  *  *  In  regard  to  the  first  organization  "  This 
section  was  construed  to  give  the  Brigadier  Generals  and 
Colonels  thus  elected,  the  appointment  of  staff  officers,  in- 
cluding Quartermasters,  as  provided  in  section  12." 

In  regard  to  the  first  organization  of  the  militia  in  pursu- 
ance of  this  act,  the  troops  were  necessarily  rendezvoused 
without  a  Quartermaster,  Commissary  or  Paymaster  being 
appointed  and  qualified  by  giving  bonda*d  security,  as  none 
could  be  appointed  before  the  election  of  said  officers.  This 
Department  .was.  therefore,  required  to  discharge  not  only 
the  duties  of  Quartermaster,  Commissary,  Paymaster  and 
Transportation  Agent,  but  also  the  duties  of  brigade  and 
regimental  Quartermaster  for  the  troops  thus  called  into 
active  service,  hence  ensued  many  informalities  inconsistent 
with  the  relationship  properly  existing  between  the  Quarter- 
master General  and  the  Assistant  Quartermasters  in  active 
service,  which  made  it  necessary  .for  this  Department  to  issue 
directly  to  Captains  and  other  officers,  quartermaster  and 
commissary  stores.  To  prevent  a  recurrence  of  this  evil 
provision  should  be  made  for  the  appointment  of  Quarter- 
masters and  Commissaries,  either  by  this  Department,  sub- 
ject to  the  approval  of  yourself,  or  to  be  appointed  directly 
by  you. 

If  it  be  the  intention  of  State  authorities  to  continue  in 
active  service  the  militia,  I  would  respectfully  suggest  an 
increase  of  force  in  this  Department  in  cases  of  emergency, 
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also  the  propriety  of  appointing  Quartermasters  and  Com- 
missaries for  battalions,  regiments  and  brigades,  as  provided 
in  "  army  regulations,"  thus  conforming  State  service  to  Con- 
federate and  adopt  for  the  government  of  State  troops,  the 
army  rules  and  regulations  of  the  Confederate  States  and 
have  same  printed  for  the  use  of  the'officers,  to  be  distributed 
among  them  as  the  statutes  of  the  State  are  to  civil  officers. 
The  following  condensed  report  shows  the  disbursements 
of  this  Department  to  date,  from  the  Uth  ciay  of  -February 
last,  on  account  of  the  various  Military  Departments  of  the 
State  and  for  the  purchase  of  salt  for  the  use  and  benefit  of 
the  people  of  the  State,  amounting  to  eight  hundred  and 
fifty-four  thousand  six  hundred  and  four  dollars  and  fifty- 
eight  cents  ($854,604.58).   See  account  current  marked  "C." 

A.  M.  WEST, 
Quartermaster  General  State  Mississppi. 
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MaSon,  Miss.,  Oct.  22,  1863. 

To  Sis  Excellency,  John  J.  JPettus, 

Governor'  of  the  State  o/Jfississippi : 
Governor — On  the  13th  day  of  April,  1863,  you  did  me 
the  honor  to  appoint  me  General  Salt  Agent  for  the  State  of 
Mississippi,  to  receive  and  receipt  for  all  salt  shipped  to  me 
by  Salt  Agents  appointed  by  you,  "  to  obtain  salt  by  mining 
or  otherwise."  In  your  said  appointment,  you  directed  said 
salt  to  be  issued  pro  rata  to  the  Presidents  of  the  Boards  of 
Police,  or  to  agents  appointed  by  said  boards,  to  be  distribu- 
ted by  them  to  the  indigent  families  of  soldiers  in  their 
respective  counties. 

Ihave  received  from  Capt.  D.S.Patterson,  Salt  Agent,  29,150 
pounds  of  salt,  and  from  Capt.  W.  C.  Turner,  49,656  pounds 
of  salt,  as  per  statement  marked  "  S  ; "  and  have  distributed 
and  sold  same  as  per  statement  marked  "  D."  I  send  you 
an  account  current  showing  disposition  of  funds  that  have 
come  into  my  hands  on  account  of  salt.  In  pursuance  of 
your  Special  Order,  No.  31,  directed  to  me  and  dated  Decem- 
ber 1st,  1862, 1  issued  to  Thomas  E.  Helm,  Salt  Agent,  ten 
thousand  dollars,  (say  $10,000,  *  *  )  to  purchase  cotton 
to  be  exchanged  for  salt.  I  also  issued  to  him,  in  pursuance 
of  your  order,  dated  May  6th,  1868,  the  sum  of  ten  thousand 
dollars — making  total  twenty  thousand  dollars.  Mr.  Helm 
has  not,  as  yet,  reported  to  this  Department  relative  to  the 
disbursement  of  the  said  funds  or  any  part  thereof.  I  knowr 
however,  that  a  large  amount  of  the  same  was  invested  in 
cotton,  fifty  bales  of  which  were  shipped  to  Ponchatoulas, 
and  fifty  bales  to  Mobile,  and  other  cottons  were  purchased 
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and  shipped.  On  the  18th  inst.,  being  requested  by  you,  I 
agreed  to  take  charge  of  the  purchase,  manufacture  and  dis- 
tribution of  salt;  as  provided  in  an  act  entitled  "  An  act  to 
procure  salt  for/the  indigent  families  of  soldiers  and  for 
other  purposes,"  and  proceeded  to  order  the  casting  of  boil- 
ing power  and  to  make  other  suitable  arrangements  to 
increase  the  capacity  of  the  State  works  located  in  Clark 
county,  Alabama,  and  to  establish  others  at  the  same  place, 
as  also  on  the  coast  near  Mobile.  Mr.  Z.  A.  Philips,  whose 
services  I  regard  as"  invaluable,  has  consented  to  aid  me  in 
this  important  work.  By  energy  and  fidelity  it  is  hoped 
the  supply  will  ere  long  equal  the  pressing  wants  of  the 
State.  If  the  policy  now  being  inaugurated  is  not,  by  the 
Legislature  or  the  enemy,  disturbed,  and  the  services  of 
efficient  agents  can  be  secured,  salt  in  quantities  sufficient  for 
the  entire  State  will  be  majle  during  the  ensuing  year,  and 
by  the  aid  of  private  enterprise,  which  is  now  quite  vigilant, 
salt  may  be  obtained  in  time  to  save  the  meat  of  the  present 
season. 

I  respectfully  recommend  a  bold  and  liberal  policy  upon 
this  all  important  subject ;  prudent  economy  is  right,  but  not 
an  economy  that  takes  counsel  from  a  fear  of  failure  and 
consequent  loss  of  money. 

Men  rarely  ever  succeed  in  any  enterprise,  who  take  coun- 
sel from  their  fears.  It  is,  therefore,  earnestly  hoped  that 
the  Legislature  soon  to  convene  will  foster  and  wisely 
encourage  the  manufacture  of  salt  upon  a  large  scale,  es- 
pecially as  the  subsistence  of  the  Confederate  army  and 
people,  is  the  great  subject  now  submitted  for  our  considera- 
tion and  essential  to  our  ultimate  success  in  this  most  terrible 
of  all  wars^  Hence  nothing  within  the  compass  of  our  skill 
or  ability,' necessary  to  success,  should  be  omitted. 
I  am,  Governor, 

Very  respectfully,  your-ob't  ser't, 
A.  M.  WEST, 
General  Salt  Agent  for  State  Miss.  ' 

P.  S. — I  was  compelled,  to  prevent  the  salt  falling  into 
the  hauds  of  the  enemy  at  Jackson,  to  ship  the  same  up  the 
Mississippi  Central  Railroad,  to  Goodman,  and  not  being 
considered  safe  even  there,  I  concluded  to  issue  it  to  such 
counties  as  would  send  for  it.  Hence  the  excess  on  the  pro- 
rata share  issued  to  some'  counties,  as  will  be  perceived  by 
referring  to-  statement  "  D." 

The  salt  due  the  counties  of  Yazoo  and  DeSoto,  under  this 
said  distribution,  not  being  sent  for,  though  the  Presidents 
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of  the  Boards  of  Police  of  said  counties  were  notified  in  due 
time  and  the  agent  in  charge  at  Goodman  becoming  alarmed 
for  its  safety,  after  the  occupation  of  Yazoo  City  by  the 
enemy,  sold  it  to  citizens  for  their  own  use  as  per  his  certifi- 
cate on  file  in  this  office. 

In  my  written  appointment,  my  powers  were  restricted  to 
the  reception  from  Salt  Agents  previously  appointed  by  your- 
self, of  '•  all  the  salt  by  them  delivered  and  receipt  to  them 
for  the  same,"  and  deliver  at  my  office,  "all  salt  by  you  (me) 
received  to  the  Presidents  of  the  Boards  of  Police  or  Agents 
appointed  by  said  board,  the  pro-rata  share  to  which  their 
respective  counties  are  entitled,  to  be  by  them  distributed  in 
their  respective  counties."  I  am  not,  therefore,  responsible 
for  any  failure  on  the  part  of  Salt  Agents  "  to  obtain  salt  by 
mining  or  otherwise"  as  contemplated.  W.  C.  Turner,  Salt 
Agent,  I  understand,  has  issued  salt  to  some  of  the  southern 
counties.     I  presume  he  will  report  to  you. 

A.  M.  WEST, 
General  Salt  Agent  S.  M. 

N.  B.— Captains  Patterson  and  Turner,  Salt  Agents,  made 
no  report.,  in  writing,  of  the  cost  of  the  above  salt,  but  from 
their  verbal  statements  of  its  probable  cost,  we  concluded, 
thouSh  unable  to  arrive  at  its  actual  cost,  to  issue  the  same 
as  above,  which  we  deemed  sufficient  to  cover  cost.  No  report 
has,  up  to  this  time,  been  made  by  either  of  said  Agents.- 
Hence,  time  has  demonstrated  the  propriety  of  our  action  in 
the  premises.  A.  M.  WEST, 

General  Salt  Agent  S.  M. 
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DOCUMENT  D. 

STATEMENT  OF  SALT  ISSUED  TO  THE  SEVERAL  COUNTIES  OF 
the  State,  and  quantity  sold  to  prevent  falling  into  the  hands  of  the 
enemy,  by  A.  M.  WEST,  Genaral  Salt' Agent. 


■ 


I 


DATE. 

To  whom  Issu'd 

3 

p 

o 

o 

p 

B 
Pj 

©• 
c 

p 
& 

O 

© 

Remarks. 

Amount. 

18 
Jan. 

53 

SO 

31 

2 

2 

6 

9 

11 

12 

12 

16 

20 

23 

24 

27 

12 

14 

18 

20 

3 

2 

10 
10 

10 

10 
10 
10 
10 

10 

10 

10 
10 

10 
10 

Copiah  County. 
Attala 

856 

653 

655 

849 

780 

672 

886 

350 

491 

240 

837 
1226    ■ 

339 

384- 

789 
1412 

595 

275 

396 

669 
1099 

627  ) 
2284  J 

479  j 
5402  f 

10c!  1 

13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
13 
16 
13 
16 
13 
16 
16 
13 
16 
16 
16 
16 
13 
16 
13 
16 
16 
16 
13 

Issued  before  cost  was 
known,  by  order  Gov. 

$85  60 
84  89 

85  11 

Feb 

110  37 

Smith 

101  40 

87  36 

115  18 

45  50 
63  83 

Holmes 

Choctaw 

Lowndes 

Tallahatchie  . . . 

31  20 

108  81 

» 

159  38 

\          44  07 

49  92 

102,  57 

Mar. 

10  sacks  @  50c.  eaoh. 
4.       "     "        '" 
2       '»     <'         a 

188  56 
79  35 

36  n 

62  98 

April 
May 

Lauderdale 

Lafaye'-tee. . .  >■ 
Panola .....     [ 

88  97 
175  84 

July 

446  95 

« 

926  69 

v  n  v     u         )  3016  } 

552  50 

Yallobusha.. .  y 
Carroll 

Attala 

538  y 

4470 

7371 

3772 

4283 
232  1 
842  J 
275  I 

2219  y 

3750 

3136 
793  ) 

715  20 

1179  86 

603  52 

Holmes 

Tallahatchie... . 

685  28 

164  88 

390  79 

600  00 

501  76 

2889  j  116 
1068  [ 113 
3890  f |16 

«■ 

665  33 

761  24 

r« 


-, 
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DOCUMENT  D.— [Continued.] 

!3 
p 

o 

o 
er 

so 

\ 

DATE. 

To  whom  Issued. 

-    o 

c 
a 

Si 

QQ 

a; 

O 

o    « 

w 

Remarks. 

Amount. 

July    10 
10 

*  Winston 

Sold  )  at  Good- 
Sold  [     man. 

No.Po'ndsissu'd 
and  sold.   ... 

4000 
112 

16 

"7  ein'y  bbls.@$2  e'h. 
12    "      ««        •• 

$854  00 
52  00 

10 

8058 

40 
Rec'd . 

17    "      "        " 

3257  20 

Total 

77,959 

$13,954  24 

■ 

*There  was  a  mistake  in  the  issne  of  Salt  to  Winston  ;  she  got  4000  lbs, 
gross  ;  tare  was  not  taken  off,  and  is  therefore  due  her. 


**'■ 
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DOCUMENT  S.  " 

AMOUNT  OF  SALT   RECEIVED   BY  A.    M.  WEST,    SALT  AGENT, 
AND  ESTIMATED  COST  OF  SAME. 


1863 


•Jan.  1  Received  of  Captain  D.  S.  Pattison,  Salt 
Agent : 

SBBblsofSalt)    285001b8> 
1  Half  do.         S       ' 


N    1 
Mar.  31 


2850  lbs.  tare. 


25,650@13c... 
Received  of  Capt.  D.   S.   Pattison,  Salt 
Agent : 

30  Sacks  Salt,  3500  lb?.,@13c 

Received  of  Capt.  W.    C.  Turner,  Salt 
Agent : 
349  Sacks  Salt,  49,656  lbs.,  @  16c. , 


$3334  50 
456  00 

7944  96 


-$11,734  4« 


Macon,  Miss.,  Oct.  22d,  1863. 

A— 13 


A.  M.  WEST,  General  Salt  Agent 


W.  C.  TURNER'S  REPORT. 


Enterprise,  Oct.  22,  1863. 

Governor  John  J.  Pettus, 

3facon,  Mississippi : 

Sir— I  have  the  honor  to  hand  you  herewith  enclosed  my 
report  of  business  transacted  since  my  appointment  as  Salt 
Agent,  consisting  of  the  following  papers,  to-wit : 

Account  current  with  abstracts  and  vouchers. 

Property  return  with  accompanying  abstract,  letters  from 
A.  to  F.,  and  certified  invoices  No.  1  and  2  ;  all  of  which 
I  hope  may  meet  your  approbation. 

It  will  be  seen  from  my  report,  that  Messrs.  Norman  k 
Co.,  have  done  but  little.  The  first  lot  of  salt  delivered  me 
by  them  was  paid  for  by  me.  I  afterwards,  as,  per  contract, 
advanced  them  money,  provisions,  etc.,  and  in  return  for 
which  I  have  only  received  one  hundred  and  twelve  bushels 
of  salt.  The  provisions  advanced,  at  the  prices  they  were 
to  pay,  amounts  to  $10,770  38.  These,  at  cost  prices, 
would  amount  to  more  than  double  this  amount.  But  the 
report  will  show  for  itself.  I  have  used  every  care  in  making 
it  out  and  think  it  will  be  easily  comprehended.  I  think  it 
would  be  well  to  have  that  salt  law  somewhat  changed.  It 
is  very  difficult  to  get  at  the  cost  price  of  particular  lots  of 
salt,  especially  where  we  make  it.  Would  it  not  be  better 
to  donate  the  salt  to  the  indigent  familes  of  soldiers  and 
other  necessitous  persons,  and  sell  the  overplus,  if  any,  at 
market  price,  to  others.  It  should  also  be  provided  that 
Presidents  of  Boards  of  Police  in  each  county  should  receive 
the  distributive  share  of  such  county  and  dispose  of  it. 

To  make  an  adequate  supply  of  salt  will  require  a  large 
force  and  a  heavy  outlay  of  funds. 

I  report  in  my  property  return  one  furnace  which  we 
have  been  running  for  a  month  or  more,  the  expense  of  which 
and  the  proceeds,  I  have  not  included  in  my  report,  because 
I  have  not,  as  yet,  received  the  salt.    It,  however,  is  at  this 
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time  in  transitu  and  all  of  it  will  come  in  my  next  report. 
We  hope  to  make  on  our  furnance  some  20  to  25  bushels  of 
salt  per  day.  I  have  leased  one  also,  which  is  now  running. 
It  will  be  seen  from  my  report  that  I  have  but  little  salt  on 
hand  here,  the  proceeds  of  our  own  furnace,  as  already 
stated,  not  having  come  to  hand.  We  have  from  .that  source 
several  hundred  bushels,  as  I  have  been  informed  by  the 
Superintendent.  I  shall  leave  for  the  works  this  evening, 
and  on  my  return,  will  call  and  see  you.  I  have  heard  noth- 
ing from  Messrs.  Norman  &  Co.,  since  I  saw  you. 
Respectfully,  your  obedient  servant, 

W.  C.  TURNER. 

Salt  Agent. 
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CERTIFIED  INVOICE,  NO.  1. 

I  certify  that  I  shipped  A.  M.  West,  Q.  M.  G.  S.  M.,  %- 
two  thousand  sis  hundred  pounds  salt  (f>2,600  lbs.)  and  that 
the  lot,  lost  by  drigping,  wastage,  storage  and  stealage  twenty- 
nine  hundred  and  forty-four  pounds  (2944  lbs.,).  Leaving 
balance  actually  delivered,  as  per  his  receipt,  49,656  lbs.,  here 
with  forty-nine  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty-six  pounds. 

W.  C.  TIJRNER, 

Salt  Agent. 
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REPORT 

OP  THE 


BY 

KEY,  C,  K.  MARSHALL, 


Richmond,  Va.,  Oct.  1,  1863. 

To  His  Excellency,  Joint  J.  JPettus, 

'Governor  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  : 

Sir — I  herewith,  submit  my  report  of  the  receipts  and  ex- 
punditures  of  the  office  of  Mississippi  Depot  and  Army 
Intelligence,  for  Virginia,  from  August  1st,  1862,  to  September 
1st,  1863,  together  with  a  synopsis  of  all  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures from  the  first  establishment  of  the  Agency,  in 
August,  of  1861,  to  the  recent  date  above  given.''  From  this 
exhibit  it  will  be  seen  that  I  have  expended  in  all,  the  sum 
of  $4§>,518  54,  forty-six  thousand  five  hunnred  and  eighteen 
dollars  and  fifty-four  cents.  Of  this  sum  I  received  from 
the  State  Treasurer,  upon  your  orders,  $24,710  00,  and  from 
the  people,  in  cash  and  cotton  donations,  from  our  State,  the 
sum  of  $15,427  21. 

Say  expended $46,518  54 

Received...  .$24,710  00 
15,427  21 


$40137  21  $40,137  21 


Balance  due  me $6,387  33 

This  leaves  the  State  indebted  to  me  in  sum  of  six  thousand 
three  hundred  and  eighty-one  dollars  and  thirty-three  cents. 
In  addition  to  this.  I  have  advanced,  in  small  sums,  for  the* 
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relief  of  destitute. or  suffering  soldiers,  nearly  three  thousand 
dollars  ;  but  the  parties  declined,  generally,  accepting  the 
aid  unless  on  the  condition  that  the  sum  should  be  considered 
a  loan,  to  be  returned  at  the  earliest  day  practicable.  .This 
is  all  in  small  sums.  In  the  transactions  I  have  felt  satisfied 
that  the  heart  of  my  fellow-citizens  would  approve  my  con- 
duct. But,  alas !  for  many  of  the  brave  beueliciafies,  they 
have  paid  the  greater  debt— the  price  Of  liberty — the  life 
itself! 

Our  organization  of  a  Mississippi  Hospital  has  been  main- 
tained up  to  this  time.  At  present  it  is  what  is  known  at 
Richmond  as  Howard's  Grove  Hospital.  At  a  recent  period 
we  had  but  little  over  three,  hundred  inmates  and  patients, 
and  none  of  them  could,  with  four  or  six  exceptions,  be 
deemed  cases  of  serious  indisposition. 

The  Hospital,  system  has  been  so  greatly  reformed  and 
improved  by  the  officer  in  charge  of  that  department,  that 
the  expense  heretofore  incurred  will  not  be  required.  But, 
still  cases  of  great  need  and  suffering  require  attention  from 
the  people  of  Our  own  State,  and  must  continue  to  do  so  till 
the  days  of  peace  return. 

I  have  recently  endeavored  to  establish  a  Mississippi  Hos- 
pital at  Atlanta,  but  have  failed  so  far  for  the  want  of  suitable 
buildings. 

But  I  have  opened  a  Depot  and  Office  of  Army  Intelligence 
for  the  Mississippi  troops,  and  placed  a  disabled  Mississippi 
soldier  in  it  as  my  assistant,  and  hope  this  will  meet  your 
approbation.  There  the  donations,  clothing,  valuables  and 
letters,  can  be  collected,  preserved,  or  .forwarded  to  the 
army,  relieving  our  soldiers  of  a  thousand  anxities  and  losses. 
The  necessity  of  keeping  -up  the  Depot  at  Richmond  is  still 
felt,  and  will  be  maintained  until  further  orders.  I  find  it 
important  to  furnish  lodgings  to-  large  numbers  of  our  citi- 
zen soldiers  at  these  depots,  owing  to  the 'high  prices  of 
lodging  at  the  hotels.  Heretofore,  we  have  not  been  able  to 
extend  this  favor  sufficiently.  Some  States  are  opening 
houses  where  their  soldiers  in  transitu  can  obtain  both  food, 
and  lodging  at  the  expense  of  the  State,  and  save  the  soldier 
the  little  funds  he  may  have  for  other  necessities.  I  have  • 
closed  the  Depot  at  Lynchburg,  as  the  changed  state  of  our 
affairs,  rendered  it  no  longer  indispensable. 

You  will  observe,  in  the  report  that  I  have  made  no  charge 
for  my  own  services  ;  nor  did  1  expect  to  receive  anything  ; 
but  the  temporary  suspension  of  my  private  revenues  in 
Vicksburg,  may*  make  it  necessary  for  me  to   receive  the 
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amount  of  my  actual  expenses  incurred  in  the  performance 
of  my  duties.  In  view  of  future  necessities  I -deem  it  proper 
to  suggest  to  you  to  ask  the  Legislature  to  make  a  further 
appropriation  of  the  sum  of  fifty  thousand  dollars,  for  the 
carrying  out  of  the  plans  and  measures  of  Hospital  relief 
and  Depot  accommodations.  Perhaps  it  is  my  duty  to  say 
that  our  sick  and  wounded  soldiers  have  in  innumerable  in- 
stances, derived  the  most  valuable  attention  from  Dr.  A.  C, 
Holt,  whom  you  appointed  in  connexion  swit.h  Dr.  Blackburn 
now  resigned,  as  a  special  Surgical  Commissioner  for  the 
State.  Dr.  Holt  is  regarded  among  the  ablest  Surgeons  in 
the  army,  as  without  many,  if  any,  superiors.  And  his  ready, 
zealous,  persevering  and  skillful  attention  to  our  sick, 
wounded  and  suffering  soldiers,  has  long  since  satisfied  me 
that  he  is  doing  a  service  for  his  country  and  State,  which  it 
would  be  unwise  to  dispense  with  ;  and  while  no  amount  of 
money  can  compensate  for  such  services,  I  believe  he  ought 
to  be  compensated,  and  unless  such  compensation  is  provided 
for,  both  for  the  past  and  the  future,  I  would  enquire  of  you 
whether  out  of  funds  in  my  hands  you  would  authorize  me 
to  make  any  payment  to  him.  He  has  never  intimated  such 
a  plan  to  me  and  I  offer  these  thoughts  from  my  own  sense 
of  fitness  and  value  of  his  services. 

Though  not  a  part  of  my  special  business,  I  have  deemed 
it  my  duty  to  assist  the  survivors  of  our  deceased  soldiers 
families  to  obtain  the  sums  of  money  due  them.  Owing  to 
the  breaking  up  of  our  postal  arrangements  it  Was  found  im- 
possible for  the  Auditor's  Department  to  forward  the  claims, 
when  allowed,  to  the  proper  parties,  and  quite  as  impractica- 
ble to  pay  over  monies  I  had  collected  for  those  who  had 
authorized  me  to  settle  their  claim*.  Consequently  I  have 
employed  a  detailed  soldier,  unfit  for  field  service,  to  visit 
the  chief  parts  of  the  State  when  necessary  and  settle  these 
claims.  This  work  has  been  performed  without  cost  to  the 
soldiers  families,  but . I  need  authority  to  meet  any  expense 
that  may  attend  on  the  method  I  have  been  compelled  to 
adopt  for  the  execution  of  the  plan,  if  it  meets  your  approval. 
Respectfully  submitted,  yours, 

C.  K.  MARSHALL. 


REPOKT 


OF 


Treasury  Department,         \ 

Second  Auditor's  Office,  > 

%  January  31,  1862.  j 

Honorable  G.   G.  Memminger, 

Secretary  of  the  Treasury : 

Sir — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  reference  by 
you,  to  this  office,  of  the  letter  of  the  Governor  of  Mississippi, 
dated  December  20th,  to  the  President,  on  the  subject  of  the 
claims  of  said  State  for  reimbursements  of  expenditures  on 
account  of  the  "war. 

An  examination  was  in  progress,  in  order  to  report 
as  to  the  condition  of  the  claim  filed  in  August  last, 
when  Colonel  Neill,  of  Mississippi,  appeared  on  the  27th 
with  further  vouchers  in  the  claim  of  the  State,  amounting 
to  $193,551  16.  These  were  immediately  taken  up  for  ex- 
amination, with  a  view  to  ascertain  what  amount  could  be 
allowed  on  them  agreeably  with  the  Regulations.'  I  have  now 
the  honor  to  report  as  follows  : 
The   amount  claimed  per   abstracts  filed  in 


August 
Of  which  there  has  been  allowed  and  paid. . . 


Leaving  suspended  and  unpaid 

The  amount  claimed  for  abstract  filed  27th,  is 
Of  which  I  recommend  for  allowance 


$  350,515  80 
92,165  38 


$  258,350  42 

193,551  16 

14,880  57 


Leaving  suspended !i|  178,670  59 

This  large  amount  excluded  (for  the  present)  from  allow- 
ance is  composed  mainly — 

1st.    Advances  or  transfers  of  money  in  round  sums  to 
State  officers  or  agents  and  others  to  be  expended  or  applied 
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to  liabilities  incurred,  without  any  account  exhibiting  the 
items  and  nature  of  service,  and  receipts  of  parties  rendering 
the  same. 

2nd.  Accounts  charged  in  the  abstract  not  receipted. 

3rd.  Payments  for  the  purchase  of  supplies,  the  applica- 
tion of  which  to  the  service  is  not  shown. 

The  first  of  the  above  named  classes  of  cases  reaches  the 
largest  amount,  more  than  two  hundred  thousand  dollars, 
the  authorities  of  the  j3tate  having  placed  large  suras  in  the 
hands  of  its  officers  and  Agents  to  meet  demands,  taking 
their  receipts  which  they  forwarded  as  vouchers. 

In  some  cases  these  receipts  are  very  vague,  simply  stating 
the  amount  received,  without  specifying  how  it  is  to  be  ap- 
plied, such  receipts  cannot  be  admitted  as  proper  vouchers 
consistently  with  regulations  and  usage  or,  with  the  law  pro- 
viding for  the  State  claims. 

In  cases,  if  any,  where  the  party  to,  whom  the  transfer  was 
made  is  found  to  have  been  at  the  time  an  officer  of  the  0. 
S.  service,  the  State  can  have  credit  by^  charging  such  officer 
on  the  books  in  this  office.  No  such  cases  have  yet  been 
found,  though  close  examination  on  this  point  has  not  yet 
been  concluded. 

With  respect  to  accountability  for  property  purchased  I 
would  refer  to  remarks  on  this  subject  in  my  former  reports, 
on  the  claim  of  the  State  of  S.  Carolina,  and  my  report  to  Con- 
gress, transmitted  through  you  on  the  18th  ultimo.  It  is  fair 
to  presume  that  those  supplies  were,  applied  to  the  public 
service,  but  whether  according  to  the  standard  of  allowance 
authorized  in  the  army,  as  required  by  the  act  of  August 
30th  cannot  be  determined  in  the  entire  absence  of  returns 
and  vouchers  showing  its  disposition,  and  even  of  official  state- 
ments exhibiting  the  number  of  troops  &c,  to  be  maintained. 
I  have  the  honor  tp  bejt 

Very  respectfully, 

(Signed)  W.  H.  S.  TAYLOR. 

Auditor. 


AUDITOR  TAYLOR'S  LETTER  TO  GOV.  PETTUS 
ON  CLAIMS  OF  THE  STATE. 


Treasury  Department,         ] 

Second  Auditor's  Office,  > 

October,  2,  18U2.) 

Sis  Excellency,  John  J.  Pettus, 

Governor  of  3Tississippi : 
Sir — As  requested  in  your  letter  of  23d  ult.,  I  herewith 
send  you  "  a  statement  of  all  sums"  paid  to  the  State  of  Mis- 
isissippi  on  claims  audited  against  the  Confederate  Govern- 
ment— to  whom  paid  and  date,"  viz  : 


DATE. 


August  81,  1861 

Novemb'r  6,  " 

Dec.        21,  " 

Feb.        '11,  1862 


Total. 


AMOUNT. 


TO  WHOM  PAID. 


$14,499  48  Gen.  Mad.  McAfee,  Qr.  M.  Gen.,  S.  Miss. 
7408  05  Col.  G.  F.  Neill,  Agent, 
10,257  85  Remit'd  to  Hon.  J.  J.  Pettua,  Gov. 
33,239  83  Col.  G.  P.  Neill,  Agent, 

$125,404  77 


I  have  the  honor  to  be,  sir, 
*  Very  respectfully,  your  ob't  ser't, , 

(Signed)  W.  H.  S.  TAYLOR. 

Auditor. 


• 
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to  amend  to  create  a  fund  for,  approved  Dec.  16,  1861 81 

to  provide  further  means  for  support  of 54 

HABEAS  CORPUS— to  authorize  suspension  of • 8,  28 

HUTCHINGS.  W.  P.— in  relation  to 43 

IMPRESSMENT  of  slaves,  &c 6,  23,  38,  40,  63,  66,  80 

JAILORS— in  relation  to  fees  of. .31,  43,  45 

LAWRENCE  COUNTY— to  legalize  assessment  in 41,  51,  52,  56,  60 

LIMITATIONS— to  suspend  statute  of 85,  44,  54,  65  57 

MILITARY  SYSTEM— to  reorganize  and  establish. ,  .6,  14,  22,  44 

communication  in  relation  to'. 19 
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MILITARY  TAX— what  funds  receivable 7,  50 

how  collected 7,  25,  26,  27,  29 

MILITARY  RELIEF  TAX— statement  of  by  auditor 17,  18,  59 

MILITIA— to  enroll ., 20,  22 

to  revi-e  and  reduce  into  one  the  laws  of,  24,  44,  45,  49,  53,  54,  57 
58,  60,  61,  63,  64?  65,  66,  67,  73,  74,  75,  78. 

to  repeal  section  22,  of  law  approved  Jau.  24,  1862 77 

to  change  laws  in  this  State 33,  38,  58 

MESSAGES— from  the  Senate— 6,  7,  21,  30,  39,  43,  51,  55,  56,  60,  67,  69 
72,  78,  79. 

frora  the  Governor. 9  to  13,  25,  33,  34,  6C,  76,  78,  79 

MESSAGE  from  auditor 59 

from  Secretary  of  St-.te 62 

MEDICAL  SUPERV ISORS-  to   appoint 86,  56,  68 

MEDICAL  COMMISSIONERS— to  authorize  appointment  of,  56,  58,  72,  76 

ORGANIZATION— of  House 3,  4,  6,7 

PETITIONS— of  citizens  of  Smith  county ...19,  3(1,  37,  63 

PENITENTIARY— in  relation  to •.   21,  30,  33,37 

to  increase  pay  of  guards 26,  37 

PAPER  MONEY— to  tax  unauthorized  issues 28,  28,  56,  67,  79 

PIKE  COUNTY— to  applv  swamp  land  funds 32 

QUARTERMASTER  AND  ADJUTANT  GENERAL— 

in  relation  to . 79 

RESOLUTION—  notifying  Senate  of  organization  of  House 4 

appointing  committee  to  wait  on  Governor     4,  80 

M  '«  "     President,  Gen.  Johnston,  &c.        5 

requesting  certain  book  furnished  House  1 ' 

defluing  business  proper  for  action  of  House 14 

requesting  certain  information  from  auditor 14 

"  information  in  relation  to  arms 15 

excusing  absence  of  members  in  army 15 

in  relation  to  Q  D.  Gibbs 16 

•in  relation  to  militia,  Ac. , 19,  21 

in  relation  to  salt 20,  24,  32 

■"  class  legisla«ion 20,  42,  51,  52,  66,  60,  64 

"  to  Penitentiary 21 

•"  to  military  affairs 23 

■"  to  supervising  surgeon 24 

"  to  war  tax 32 

rt  to  dfath  of  A.  F.  Dantzler 85 

/■  to  the  militia 88 

"  to  adjournment 55,  63,64 

"  to  funds  for  indigent  families 67 

"  to  acts  and  journals 60,  62 

of  thanks  to  the  Spea:fier 61 

"        to  the  Clerk,  fcc 61 

in  relation  to  cotton  burnt,  &c /. .  64,  68 

"  deserters  from  the  House 64,  72,  73,  74 

inviting  Joseph  E.  Johnston  to  address  both  Houses 69,  70 

to  suspend  military  tax 79 

REPORTS— of  committee  to  wait  on  President,  &c. .   6,  26,  39 

of  Col.  A.M.  West 63 

REDEMPTION— of  lands,  &c,  sold  for  taxes 32,  53 

RECORDS— to  authorize  the  removal  of 20,  21,  27,  28,  61,  52,  66,  60 

REVISED  CODE— fo»  suspend  art.  196,  chap,  4,  of 41 ,  42 

RELIEF— of  Thas.  McRae,  assignee,  &c 21 

fit  CaDt.  H.  Jamison 27,  89.  52,  60 
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RELIEF — of  certain  public  officers 39,  41,  45 

SERGE  ANT- AT-  ARMS— resignation  of 6,  7 

STANDING  COMMITTEES— vacancies  filled  in 15,  16 

STAY  LAW— to  extend  provisions  of. 21,  51 

SLAVES— to  repeal  an  act  approved  Nov.  29,  1861 31,  48 

SALT— to  procure. . . 35,  37,  51,  52 

TREASURY  NOTES— to  provide  for  as  advance  oa  cotton 20,  30,  44 

TAX — to  suspend  for  certain  time  therein  named 45,  49,  63,  66,  79 

TELEGRAPH  COMPANY— 

to  authorize  South  Western  to  issue  change   notes 63,  66 

YAZOO  COUNTY— to  legalize  assessment  m ...41,51,52,56,  60 

YEAS  AND  NAYS— 14,   29,  30,  31,  41,  47,  48,  49,  50,  65,  69,  70,  71,  74 

•     72, 19 
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PAOK. 

ABSENCE— leave  of,  granted  Mr.  Alcorn 86 

leave  of,  granted  Mr.  McElroy 114 

"  "        Mr.  McLanrin 120 

"  «       Eon.  W.  H.  Kilpatrick 120,127 

"  "        Messrs.  Tindall,  Upshaw  aDd  Carroll. .     124 

"  «        Mr.  Pounds 129,136 

"  "        Messrs     Tindall,    Gulley,  High,  Gray 

and  Grace 152 

"  "        the  Speaker 174 

"  "        Mr.  Buntin . 174 

"  "        Messrs     Johnson,    McGehee  and  Esk- 

I  ridge 174 

''  "        Mes-ra.  Barton  and  Winter. 178 

"  "        Messrs  Easterling  and  Robinson 179 

"        Mr.  Gowan 185,201 

"  "        Mr.  Moore 187 

"            "        Mes-rs.  McLaurin,  Lowry  and  Mont- 
gomery       187 

"  "        Messrs.  Seal  of  H.,  Carroll,  Deason  of 

J.,  and  Deason  of  C. .    . . 196 

"  "        Messrs.  Sessions  and  Alcorn 215 

"  "        Mr.  Fort 216 

"  "        Messrs.  Downs  and  Daniel 218 

"            "        Messrs.  Hooker,  McElroy  and  Easter- 
ling  220 

"  "        Mpssis.  Kirk  and  Hathorn 229 

"  ''        Messrs.  Galley  and  TJpshaw 240 

"            "        Messrs.  Gray,  Lowry  and  Dillard. . . .     278 
"            "        Messrs.  Regan,  Rucks,  Yandel!,  Ste- 
phens, Pre witt  at  d  Lott 281 

ALIENS— for  disposition  of 275,  282,  290 

ARMY — to  punish  persons  falsely  claiming  to  be  in. ....... .   322 

of  this  State,  to  organize 215,  247,  248,-276,  278 

to  aid  in  strengthening 276 

of  Confederate  States,  to  aid  in  strengthening 225,  278,  297 

to  provide  for  exemption  of  certain  officers  304,  821,  323,  325,  328 

ASSESSMENT  ROLLS -to  provide -. .  .108,  119 

»*  laws,  to  amend  in  this  State 166,  190 

AUDITOR  AND  TREASURER'S  OFFICES  — 

to  provide  for  examination  of 136,  173,  190,  191,  319,  321 

to  exempt 241 

to  fix  salary  of  auditor  and  clerk 259 

AMNESTY— granting  to  persons,  &c 166,  189 

ATTACHMENT  LAWS— to  amend 166,  218,  239,  290 

AMI^E  COUNTY— to  increase  fees  of  officers.. 196  212,  295 

ATT    LA  COUNTY— to  further  provide  for  families  in.  .255,  279,  284.  297 
APP  '•  OPRIATIONS— making  certain 320,  827,  828 
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BANK  OF  JACKSON,  &o. 

to  amend  to  incorporate 126,  131,  153,  155 

BENEFIT — i.f  companies  of  Captains  Mitchell,  "Williams   and  John- 

son 197,  263,  287 

of  Moses  E.  Enochs.;., ..311,  316 

BONDS  AND  NOTES— to  require  destruction  of. 190,  265 

to  require  to  be  printed,  &c 210,  23g,  258 

BLIND — report  of  trustees  for,  presented. 240 

report  of  committee 260,  26.1.  2G2 

making  certain  appropriations  for , 280,  283,  298 

CLERK  -  R.  0.  Miller  appointed 83,  85 

COMMITTEES— standing  appointed 102 

joint  standing  appointed , 102 

on  State  Departments 107 

COLLECTION  LAWS— to  enforce -.105,  109,  138,141 

CHICKASAW  COUNTY— to  compel  A.  Bean  to  pay  over  money,  164,  175 

212 

to  aid  in  supplying  records  in .301,  303 

CHOCTAW  COUNTY— to  authorize  Thos.  E.  Dorris  to  practice  law 

in  the  Probate  Court , 114 

to  authorize  Board  of  Police  to  borrow  money 325,  327 

CARROLL  COUNTY— to  legalize  sale  of  lands 199 

COLLECTORS — delinquent,    authorized  to  pay  in  certain  funds,  117,  213 

216,  311 

COSTS- to  provide  for  payment  of 118,  121 

CARDS— to  encourage  manufacture  of,  172,  213,  258,   265,  283,  301,319 

321,  327,  325 

to  procure..., v 241,  265,  279,  283,  296,  317,  327,  325 

CLERRS  AND  INSPECTORS  OF  ELECTIONS— 

to  increase  pay  of 123,  189 

CLERKS,  SHERIFFS,  &c— to  increase  fees  of 253 

CLERKS  OF  PROBATE -to  enable  Boards  of  Police  to  compensate     304 

COURTS— to  change  rule  of  practice  in 124 

COMMON  SCHOOLS— to  authorize  payment  of  interest  on  funds  of,     142 

COUNTY  TREASURERS— to  exempt.  &c 319,.  328,  325 

CLAIMS— of  boy  Charles { '..'.■ 126,  320 

of  E.  C.  Eggleston. 256,  32-0- 

of  V.  M.  Humphrey 276,  320 

of  A.  S.  Harmon 295,  320 

of  Thomas  Lampley..'. „ 295,  320 

COMMUNICATION— from'  Jarvis  Seal.* 130 

from  Cooper  &  Kimball, 'public  printers, 125,  136,  180 

from  auditor  of  public  accounts 211 

from  W.  C.  Turner,  salt  agent 216 

from  Major  L.  Mims 292,  293 

COPIAH  COUNTY— in  relation  to  estrays 211 

COLUIvlBUS  LIFE  INSURANCE  CO.— to  amend  charter,  163,  290,  311 

318,  324 

CONFEDERATE  MONEY— to  levy  a  tax  on  persons  refusing 195 

CRIMINAL  OFFENSES— to  better  provide  security  in 275,  282,290 

COUNTY  BOUNDARIES— to  repeal  in  relation  to 292 

DOOR-KEEPER— Mr.  Worrell  elected,  &c '. S5,  102 

DEBTS— regula*ing  payment  of 106 

DIVORCES  AND  ALIMONY— to  amend  law  of 119,  141,  218,  239 

DEAF  AND  DUMB  AND  BLIND— referred  to  eommittee,  128,  277,  278 

to  amend  in  relation  to ...2S0,  282 

DISTILLATION— to  amend  to  prohibit .' 129,  131 

to  repeal  in  relation  to 131,  162,  184,  187,  189,  196,  219 
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to  prohibit  of  grain,  &c , 300,  306 

to  authorize  from  grain 822 

DE  SOTO  COUNTY-  for  relief  of  citizens  of    177,  200,  258 

DECEASED  SOLDIERS— to  provide  for  claims  of j  .  .811,  316 

DESERTERS— to  punish  for  concealing 225,  249,  244,  252,  265,  280 

283    307    312 

DEVISES  AND  BEQUESTS— to  repeal  in  relation  to.. '....'  256 

DELINQUENT  TAX  COLLECTORS— 

to  authorize  the  State  Treasurer  to  receive  from  the  delin- 
quent tax  collectors  of  the  several  counties  in  this  State 
the  military  bonds  or  notes  falling  due.  1st  January, 
1863-'64.  in  payment  of  the  amount  due 'them  on  ac- 
count of  the  military  tax  for  the  year  1861 321,  327,  325 

ELECTIONS— returns  for  Governor 105,  110,  111,  112 

ELECTION  LAWS— 

to  amend  in  this  State  . . .' 105 

to  regulate  voting  in  this  State 1 32 

ENLISTMENTS— to  encourage  in  army  of  Confederate  States ,119,  184 

235,  307 

EXEMPTIONS— to  repeal  exempting  legislators 123,  128,  129 

ESTR AYS— registration  and  sale  of .211,  257,  279 

FAMILIES  OF  SOLDIERS— to  better  provide  for ..  .105,  128,  129 

to  procure  cotton  and  wool  cards  for .  .133,  192  241,  317 

to  better  provide  for.. 179,  200,  215,  216,  220,  225,  226,  227 
228,  229,  230,  231,  232,  233,  234,  241,  242,  243,  246,  248 
264,  269. 

to  procure  salt  for 241,  254,  279,  283 

supplemental  to  an  act  better  to  provide   for 291,  309,  317 

GREEN  COUNTY-to  repeal  to  reduce  taxes 197,  252,  255 

GOVERNMENT   AGENTS— to   punish  for  falsely  representing   as 

such 286,  296,  301,  315 

GRAIN  AND  PROVISIONS— to  encourage  production  of 309 

HANCOCK  COUNTY— to  pay  clerks,  &c,  of  elections,  137,  210,  239,266 

to  repeal  to  reduce  taxes  in 162,  241,  253.  264,  269 

HORSES— impressment  of ' 128 

HABEAS  CORPUS— to   amend  in  relation   to.. 243,  257,  265,  269,  279 

283,  296 

HAWKTNG  AND  PEDDLING— to  repeal  in  relation  to 286,  292 

HISTORIAN— to  create  to  State  University 2-13 

ITAWAMBA  COUNTY- 
to  amend  school  laws  of 101,  171,  185,  186 

to  authorize  board  police  to  borrow  money.  104,  130,  155,  181 

201 
to  "        "  "  make  certain  approp'n.  .106,  120 

to  "      an  appropriation  for  use  cf  schools 135 

to  reimburse , 162 

to  increase  salary  of  Probate  Judge 304,  321,  328,  325- 

IMPRESSMENTS— to  repeal  in  relation  to. 132,  196 

to  amend  in  this  State ..196,  202 

to  punish  parties  making  illegal 210,  238,  270 

INAUGURATION— of  Gov.  Clark " 154,  155,  158 

INFORMAL  CLAIMS— to  provide  for  against  the  State 299,  301,  318 

INDEMNITY— to  provide  for  the  Legislature 235 

JAILORS— to  regulate  fees  of.  in  State 118,  125,  127,  J35,  155 

JONES  COUNTY — to  amend  in  relation  to  appropriation  of  certain 

.monies, 138.  189 

to  amend  in  relation  to  Odcs  and  forfeitures.  .198,  253,  264,  26* 
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JACKSON— to  amend  charter  of 197,  253,  264,  269 

JURORS— to  provide  for  obtaining 219,  239,  267,  279,  283,  296 

JASPER  COUNTY— to  correct  the  levy  of  poor  tax 257,  280,  284,  296 

JESSEE  BARNETT— complaint  of,  &c. ' 294 

JACKSON  COUNTY— to  authorize  employment  of  free  negroes,  282,  284 

KEEPER  OF  CAPITOL,  &c— election  of  De  Witt  Clinton. 140 

KEMPER  COUNTY— to  increase   salary  of  P.  Judge,  186,  210,  220,  229 

LAWRENCE  COUNTY— to  change  time  of  holding  P.  Court 210,  239 

LEAKE  COUNTY— to  change  time  of  holding  Probate  Court  in 1S1 

to  fees  of  clerk  of  Probate  Court 193,  218,  233,  245. 

LOWNDES  COUNTY— to  fix  fees  of  Jailors 104,  118 

to  authorize  sheriff  to  receive  Confederate  Notes,  &c.  .163,  190 
LAUDERDALE  COUNTY— to  increase  salary  of  Probate  Judge  of,— 

110,  127,  212,  257,  280,  284,  296 

to  pay  clerics,  &c,  of  elections *. 239 

to  appoint  Administrators  for 256,  291 

LUNATIC  ASYLUM— mes  age  referred.. : 128 

report  of  committee 22  to  225 

for  benefit  of 225,  253,  264,  269 

claim  of  presented 7 255 

LIMIT  ATIONS— to  extend  statute  of,  &c , 172,  188 

LEVEE  DISTRICT-to  suspend  tax  id ,184,  210,  220,  229 

MEMORIAL— of  citizens  of  Kemper 163 

of  Police  Court  of  Lafayette  county 163 

of  Thos.  M.  Cannon. .. .' 197 

of  John  C.  BroWn. .:. 199 

of  James  W.  Harris .. 211 

of  D.  O.   Merwin.. 211 

of  S.  W.  Woolard 307 

MARSHALL  COUNTY— to  establish  records  in .' 7 : . . .138,  188 

MONROE  COUNTY— to   increase   salary  of  Probate   Judge  of    115,  212 

319,.  321,  327,  325 
to  enable  Police  Court  lo  levy  tax,  &c,  246,  255,  280,  283,  297 
MALONE,  SAMUEL  B. —  to  appoint  receiver  for  absent  legatees  of, 

311,  316 
MEDICAL  COMMISSIONERS— to  repeal  the  appointment  of,    122,  186 

210,  220,  230 

MILITIA— to  organize  and   discipline 307,  312 

MILITARY  SERVICE— making  appropriation  for.    ...322,  325,  227,  328 

MESSENGERS— to  authorize  appointment  of.... 101,  106,   107,  111 

MESSAGE— from   the   Semte 87,    106,  110,  111,  115,  120,  1 25v  126* 

129,    130,  135,  136,  141,  152,  164,  17i;  176,  187,  196,  210 
217,    219,  235,  241,  246,  252,  257,  295,  298,  307,  323,  325 
327,  328. 
"  from   the  Governor  ...  .88,  107,  134,  153,  155,  156,  157,  158 

159,  160,  161,  178,  185,   193,  202,  215,  229,  236,  245,  246 
247,  254,  285,  295,  296,   297,  302,  324,  328. 

MISS.  MUTUAL  INSURANCE  CO  —to  amend  charter  of. 163 

MERIDIAN  MANUFACTURING  COMPANY— 

to  incorporate 255,  280,  283,  297 

MISSISSIPPI  MANUFACTURING  CO.— 

to  incorporate 101,  110,  120,  135,155 

NAMES— to  change  Walter  Masonhimer 126 

Mildred  Harris 162,  181,  210 

"  Nancy  Delaware  Wyatt 177,  2oO,  215 

NEGROES— removal  of  referred 128 

..NOXUBEE  COUNTY— in  relation  to  school  fund 198 

to  authorize  to  borrow  money ...... 325,  327 
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NEWTON  COUNTY— to  pay  .clerks,  &c  of  elections 239 

to  appoint  administrators  for 256,  291 

ORGANIZATION— of  House 83  to  86 

OVERSERRS  OF  ROADS— to  extend  law  governing 142,  174 

OPERATIVES— to  exempt  certain 319 

PAGES—  appointed ' 86 

PETITION— 

of  Dr.  S.  M.  Hamilton,  of  Clark 114 

of  Reese  Price,  do         114,182 

of  Wm.  H.  Smith,         of  Noxubee... 115,  188 

of  Wm.  H.  Keys 120,  295 

of  citizens  of  Atta'a  county 125,  190 

of  Wm.  S.  Price,  sr., 137,  192 

Qf  W.  C.  Tucker 138,  182 

of  J.  S.  Terr  11.  sr.,  and  W.  A.  Trotter 162.  249 

of  E.  C.  Mosbey 162,  240 

of  W.  S.  McKee 103,  263 

of  citizens  of  Monroe  county k 172 

«f  Wm.  M.  Ha'ey 241 

of  W*.  D.  MeCulI.ch 241,  293 

PUBLIC  ROADS— -when  on  bouudary  line 120,  127 

PERSONS  AND  PROPERTY— for  protection  of 243 

PERSONAL  PROPERIY— to  recover,  &c 130,  173,  181,  201 

to  authorize  removal  of 218,  239,  249 

PENITENTIARY— in  relation  to 128,  210,  238,  262,  263 

POLICE  COURTS— to  extend  power  in  certain  counties 142,  173 

PROBATE  JUDGES- -of  the  State,  to  increase  salaries  of 21 2,  213 

PROBATE  LAWS— to  amend  in  this  State... 195,  212 

QUARTERMASTER-GENERAL— 

to  provide  an  assistant  for 133,  184,  299,  301 

PATROLS— to  amend  in  relation  to 235 

RE  OLUTION— 

in  relation  to  rules  of  House 86,  153 

"  opening  House  with  prayer 86 

joint,  appointing  committee  to  wait  on  Governor.. 87,  88 

joint,  in  relation  to  Sergeant-at-a'ms 87,  88 

joint,  in  relation  to  election  of  C.  S.  Senator.  .87,  105,  127,  142 
143,  144,  145,  146,  147,  148,  149,  150,  151,  158,  1C2,  166 
167,  168,  169,   170.  171. 

in  relation  to  postage 102,  116 

in  relation  to  stationery 103,  104 

in  rela'ion  to  regular  hours  for  sessions 103 

joint,  in  relation  to  Confederate  currency.  .105,  165,  171,  175. 
177,  165,  18S,  187,  202,  218,  220,  230,  239,  252,  265,  282 
3:i7,  312. 

in  relation  to  officers  occupying  seats .105,  109,  119 

in  rfla  ion  to  militia  system 106 

in  relation  to  printing  documents ^ 106,  107 

in  relation  to  writing  desks , 107 

in  relation  to  number  of  soldiers  in  State 108,  116,  117 

in  rela'ion  to  indigent  families 109 

in  relation  to  pay  of  1st  Battalion  .      109 

in  relation  to  addresses  on  state  of  country.  .109,  113,  120,  135 
163..  166,  195,  218,  235,  240,  252,  266.  " 

joint,  in  r»  lation  to  pay  of  soldiers 110,  120,  126 

in  relation  to  soldiers  voting .110,  250 

joint,  in  re'ation  to  counting  vote  for  Governor 105,  110 

112,  113 
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joint,        "        "      election  of  Sate  Printer 117 

joint,        "        "      notifying  Chas.  Clark  of  his  elect'n,  117,  125 

joint,         "         "       salt.. 118,125,126 

in  relation  to  State  troops  parolled  at  Vicksburg 118,  301 

"  *■'      documents  to  be  furnished  House 120,  124 

*  "      bonds  of  Confederate' States 121,124 

"  u       payment. of  "  "     tax 121,214 

"  "      increasing  salary  of  Governor,  fcc 121 

"  "       eligibility  to  seats 122,183 

joint,  "       impressments 122,185,186 

in  relation  to  jurisdiction  in  criminal  cases - 122 

"  "      reports  of  Medical  Commissioners 122 

"  "      prices  of  salt,  cotton  cards,  &c 123,  190 

joint,  in  relation  to  indigent  families 125,  121 

joint,  in  relation  to.  conferring   certain  powers   on   Gov- 
ernor  125,  127 

joint,  in  relation  to  State  Reporter,  &C..127,  133,  134,  137,  139 

joint,  "  joint  standing  committees 130,172 

joint,  "  compiling  constitutions.  .131,  165,  173,185 

and  186 

joint,  •'  using  negroes  in  service 1S1 

joint,  "  settling  claims  for  impressed  articles — 

132,  175 

joint,  *•  tendering  Hall  to  Gen.  Gholson 133,  135 

"  Penitentiary 135 

"  examination  of  acts  of  State 137 

joint,  "  exemption  and  substitute  law 153,  175 

joint,  "  leave  of  absence  to  T.  M,  Yancy.  .163,  181 

201,  218,  245,  247 

"  in  relation  to  pay  for  horses,  &c 164 

joint,  of  inquiry  in  relation  to  militia . . 164,  200 

joint,  in  relation  to  Executive  Mansion  and   other  funds— 

164,  191,  200,  201,  219 

*  joint,  "  Confederate  notes. . . 164 

joint,  "  Lunatic  Asylum 164,  200 

joint,  for  relief  of  certain  counties 164 

joint,  in  relation  to  adjournment. .  .165,  181,  201,  243,  286,  328 

joint,  "  changing  Constitution 172 

joint,  "  impressment'  of  slaves 172,  177 

inviting  Gens.  Lee,  Forrest  and  Furgusson  to  seats. . .'    175 

in  relation  to  member  from  Vicksburg 183,  289 

joint,  •'  removal  of  Generals  Pemberton  and 

Lovell 186 

joint,  "  *the  President's  order  removing  slaves, 

194,  235.  236,  245,  247,  250 
joint,  "  compelling  Judges  to  hold  Courts,  &c.     195 

joint,  "  a  day  of  fasting  and  prayer .195,  210 

238,  245,  247 

joint,  •'  cotton   burned. 195 

joint,  li  collection  of  taxes  in  certain  counties.     200 

joint,  "  business  of  Legislature.  .208,  286,  296,  302 

joint,  "  eligibility  to  civil   or  military  offices, 

209,  216,  219,  234,286 

"  railroads , 210 

"  clothing  for  Herndon  Rangers 210,  239 

"  confidence  in  the  President. . .  .210,  239,  241 

.     246,  271,272,  27S,  274,  275,  312 
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joint,  "  a  recess.. ..     216 

'*  prices  on  railroad  freight,  &c.  .217,  239,  258 

"  expenditures,  &c,  of  the  State 217 

"  trustees  of  State  University 218 

joint,  "  soldiers' families 218,256 

joint,  "  printing  certain  act 248,  279,  2S4,  297 

joint,  "  thanks  to  our  soldiers  * 279,  284 

joint,  "  putting  all  able-bodied  men  in  the  field    257 

joint.  "  publication  of  certain  acta 257 

joint,            "            mothers,  wives  and  sisters  of  our  sol- 
diers,   257,  279,  284,  297 

"  Hugh  W.  Sheffey,  et  al 257,  265 

"  Lunatic  Asylum,  &c 275,  282 

"  State  University 280 

"  the  Militia 280,  281 

"  time  of  speaking 281 

joint,  "  tax  in  kind . 281 

"  confining  members-  to   subject  under 

diecussion 289 

joint,  "  leave   of  absence  of  J.   S.   Ham  and 

S.  M.  Meek 296,  301 ,  322 

"  treasurers   report..... 298,310 

"  election  of  Superintendent  and  Clerk 

pf  Penitentiary 299,  301,  303,  304 

joint,  "  employing  negroes  in  the  army 300 

joint,  "  printing  acts  of  last  called  session,  311,  316 

joint,  of  thanks  to  the  ministers  of  the  City  of  Columbus..     320 

joint,  of  thanks  to  citizens  of  Columbus. 316,  317 

joint,  making  i  appropriation  to  Christian  Church  of  Col- 
umbus  , 316,  317 

making  appropriation  for  printing  done 317 

instructing  our  Senat02'S  and  requesting  our  Representa- 
tives in  Congress  to  inquire  of  the  War  Department  why 
it  is  necessary  to  keep  a  Brigadier  General,  with  a  large 
staff  of  able-bodied  young  men,  and  two  /batteries  of 
artillery  at  Columbus,  Miss.,  while  the  enemy  are  more 
than  100  miles  north  of  said  city,  and  the  army  requires 

soldiers  in  the  field 220 

of  thanks  to  the  Speaker 221 

kl  "      R.  C.  Miller,  clerk 221 

in  relation  to  enrollment  of  appropriation  bill 323,  326 

in  relation  to  reconsideration  of  votes  taken. 323 

REVISED  CODE— to  amend  art.  15,  ch.  4,  of 108 

to  amend  chap.  8,  iu  relation  t»  fees  in  Wilkinson 108 

to  amend  art.  6,  chap.  3,  p   292 249,  282,  284,  295 

,to  repeal  art.  55  and  56,  sec.  10,  ch.  35 268,296,  300 

to  amend  art.  82,  see.  8 282,  284,  290 

to  repeal  a  part  of  art.  4,  ch.  9 288 

RAILROADS— defining  rates  of  charges  by 816,  317 

RAILROADS— making  them  responsible  for  freight,  &c.   . .  .297,  312,  316, 

327,  324 

to  enable  them  to  pay  money  borrowed 2(52,  266,  267,  268, 

276,  284,  288,  299 

to  compel  to  keep  lights,  &c.  on  cars 110,  126,  181 

to  incorporate  the  Alabama  and  Mississippi  Rivers. . .  .130,  172 

235   236  267 
to  repair  Mobile  and  Ohio 165,,  171,  179,'  185^  210 
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to  autho.-ize  collection  of  money  from,  Ac. .  178.  214,  216,  233 

236 

RAILROAD  STOCK— 

to  enable  Lowndes,  Oktibbeha,  Noxubee,  and  City  of  Co- 
lumbus to  settle  ...  hi 126,  190,  246,  252,  255 

RANKIN  COUNTY— to  amend  in  relation  to  fees  of  clerk  of  Pro- 
bate Court 165,  193,  218,  233,  245 

to  repeal  reducing  salary  of  Probate  Judge 235,  251 

RELIEF— of  Walter  McDougal 101,  110,  111,  114,  155 

of  M.  D.  Files..... 104 

of  clerks  of  courts  of  record 106 

of  certain  tax  collectors 108,  118 

of  We  W.  Brooks 115,  137,  153,  155 

of  destitute  families  in  Yazoo  county 115,  142,  153,  155 

of  Wm.  Rice  Hooker 123,  131,  135,  155 

of  Augustus  H.  Ware,  a  minor 126,  137,  158,  174,  178 

of  Geo.  R.  Fall .' 126,  192,218,  240,  252.  255 

of  G.  S.  McMillan 103,  173 

of  Administrators,  Guardians,  &c. 138,  249 

of  Josiah  H.  Askew 142,  173 

of  Thos.  M.  Smedes '. ...152,  175 

of  Samuel  M.  Meek . 152,  174 

of  tax-payers,  in  certain  cases 162,  225,  234 

of  Wm.  C.Nickle 163,  253,  264,  269 

of  destitute  families  of  Pontotoc 163,  289 

of  Sydney  Moore  Jackson ......165,  181,  209,  215 

of  G.  C.  Dennis 165,  182 

of  John  W^  Cox 166,  181,  210,  215 

of  J.  D.  W.  Duckworth 171,  263,  282,  295,  302 

cf  Samuel  B.  Jones 171,210,238,245,246 

of  heirs  of  J.  T.  Fortson 172,  26G 

of  Mississippi  State  troops ..179,  263,  302,  309,  324 

of  Cooper  &  Kimball ISO,  246,  252,  254 

of  children  of  Douglas  S.  King 187,  193,  218,  233,  245 

of  M.J3,  Files ■ 192 

of  Judges  of  Circuit  Courts 195,  235,  236,  245 

of  C.  E.  Murphree 197,287,311 

of  Wm.  Beachum ..197,  293,  312,  318,  824 

of  Anthony  D.  Gordon ...197,  253,  264,' 269 

of  Henry  B.  Luckett 197,  253,  264,  269 

of  James  H.  Matthews 198,  253,  264,  269 

of  T.  A.  Mitchell 198 

of  John  A.  McNiel 198,  253,  264,  269 

of  Ried  &  Dickson 198 

of  E.  A.  Miller 199,  211 

of  First  Battalion  State  troops,  208,  243,  288,  316,  317,  327,325 

'of  owners  of  slaves  impressed 208,  211,  326 

of  D.  H.  Maury „ 241,  254,  287 

of  heirs  of  J.  S.  Terrell,  Jr 249,  280,  284,  296 

of  Thos.  Harris  and  J.  L.  Burks 252,  266 

.     of  Probate  Clerk  of  Newton  county 256,  280,  283,  297 

of  M.  D.  Haynes 266 

of  Confederate  soldiers 267 

of  Isham  Dansby 276,  294,  311,  318,  324 

of  James  Reedy 280,  282,  294 

of  Thos.  J.  Fortson 295,  311,  319,  324 

of  John  Vernon , 295,  319 
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BELIEF—  of  Robert  H.  Whitley  801,  303 

of  Probate  Clerk  of  Lauderdale  County 301 ,  303 

of  Tbos.  A.  Mitchell 320,  S23,  327,  324 

of  families  of  soldiers  in  counties  therein  named 327,  324 

REPORTS— of  Secretary  of  State  on  vote  for  Governor 104,  105 

of  Treasurer ': '.'. .'. . . .     187 

of  Auditor  on  stationery 104 

of        "      on  receipts  and  disbursements 116 

of  committee  on  Lnnatic  Asylum 222  to  225 

REDEMPTION-of  lands,  to  provide  for,  171,  258,  265.  279,  2S3,  295  302 
RUNAWAY  SLAVES — to  authorize  Sheriffs  to  receive  Confederate 

/  money  for  when  sold 218,  233,  245 

RECORDS— to  authorize  r-moval  of 241,  254,  318 

to  authorize  clerks  to  record  anew— when 302,  307,  315 

REVENUE    LAWS— to    amend 259,    297,   298,    317,318    321,322, 

323,  325,  827 

to  raise  additional  revenue. 305 

REGISTERS  AND  RECEIVERS— to  commute  pay  of. .287,  294,  811,  819 

SPEAKER — L.  E.  Houston  nominated  aud  elected. 85 

SERGE  ANT  AT- ARMS— D.  R.  Coriey  elected 88 

SPECULATION"— to  prevent .- 106 

SOUTHERN  COLLEGE  OF  MEDICINE,  &c— 

t<->  incorporate...:.  .'.'.'  ..... 123.  128,  235,  245,  247 

SCOTT  COUNTY-  change  time  of  holding  Probate  Court,    165, .  209,  215 

STATE  OFFHERS -salaries  of 128,  132,  140.  142,  151 

STATE  TROOPS— message  in  relation  to 202 

SIMPSON  COUNTY— to  extend  provisions  of  terrain  act  to 138 

to  authorize  distribution  of  school  fund 199 

to  sell  estrays. ,  . . . .  199 

STATE  REPORTER— election  of  A.  Y.  Harper - 139 

STATE  PRINTING— to  regulate  price  of '. 180 

STATE  PRINTER— election  of  J.  J.  Shannon  &  Co 140 

to  amend  as  to  compensation   of 24J,  251,  253,  266,  276 

SCHOOL  FUNDS — to  authorize  payment  of  interest  on 174 

STOCK  AND  PROVISIONS— to  encourage" introduction  of 303 

SUITORS— to  prevent  injustice  to .177,  200,  248 

SLAVE  JOaN-to   emancipate 277,  296,  300,  302 

SLAVES— in  relation  to  President's  order  for  removal 193,  194 

SALARIES— to  increase  of  certain  officers 322 

SOLDIERS— to  compensate  in  State  service 235,  251 

to  supply  with  shoes  and  clothing 241,  251 

SOLDTERS'  HOME— to  appropriate  monev  for 27  6 

STATE  UNIVERSITY— >o  amend  in  relation  to 292,   311,  318,  324 

STATE  TREASURER-to  authorize  to  employ  clerk.. 315,    321,  328,  325 

TAXES — to  revise  and  amend  collection  of 108,  189,  246,  252,  255 

to  extend  col'ection  of 119,  130 

to  exempt  certain  slaves  from. 131 

to  allow  additional  time  for  collection  of  1S62..  .172,  188,  218 

233,  245 
to  extend  time  of  assessing  in  certain  counties. . .  .172,  189.  190 

218,  234,  245 

to  secure  collection  on  delinquent  lands 259,  263,  284 

to  levy  and  collect  33}  per  cent,  on  persocs  refusing  Con- 
federate currency 305 

TIPPAH  COUNTY— for  relief  of  indigent  families,  &c 122 

TALLAHATCHIE  COUNTY— to  repeal  to  annex  a  part  to  Sunflower     123 
THREE  PER  CENT.  FUND— to  autboriza  Treasurer  to  use 252 
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TREASURY  NOTES— to  authorize  issuance  of 598,  303 

UNIVERSITY  OF  MISSISSIPPI— nv  s^age  in  relation  to 255,  286 

WIVES.  Widows  a  nd  children  ef  soldiers 128 

WILKINSON  COUN  FJ    -to  increase  salary  of  clerks  of  courts 214 

WAYNE  COUNTY— in  relation  to  duties  of  school  commissioners, 

257,  280,  283,  297 

WASHINGTON  COUNTY— in  re>tion  to  school  fund 198 

WINE — to  encour»ge  manufacture  of 301,  302 

WINSTON  COUNTY— in  relation  to  accounts,  &c,  in  Probate  Court 

of 115,  121 

to  authorize  Board   of  Police  to  bo. row  money,  kc,  165,  312 

316,  327,  325 

to  authorize  suits  to  be  brought  in  certain  cases 181,  201 

in  relation  to  school  fund  of < 198 

ia        "      to  estrays 199 

YAZOO  COUNTY  -for  relief  of  destitute  families  in 115 

YEAS  AND  NAYS — 103,  109,  119,  123,  130,  138,  152.  176,  177.  178 
186,  219,  221,  2i7.  228,  229.  236,  240,  244,  256 
259,  268,  269.  270,  271,  281,  284,  291,  292,  302 
305,  306,  308,  311,  313,  314,  315,  322,  324,  326 
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